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THE 


PREFACE. 


O  many  collections  of  Voyages  have  been 


^3  already  given  to  the  world,  that  the 
compiler  of  the  enfuing  volumes  thinks  it  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  him  to  explain  the  motives 
which  have  induced  him  to  fwell  the  number 
of  thefe  produftions.  One  of  his  principal  views 
in  undertaking  the  work,  was  to  difincumber 
this  ufeful  fpecies  of  hiftory  from  a  great  deal 
of  unneceflary  lumber,  that  tended  only  to 
clog  the  narration  and  burthen  the  memory. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  levity  and  caprice, 
that  can  relifin  little  befides  works  of  fancy  ; 
nor  do  we  liflen  to  inltrubtion  unlefs  it  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  us  under  the  pleafmg  form  of  enter¬ 
tainment.  But  to  mix  profit  with  delight 
fhould  be  the  aim  of  all  writers,  and  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  every  book  :  and  nothing  can  contri¬ 
bute  more  to  thefe  valuable  ends,  than  a  detail 
of  Voyages  *,  in  which  we  can  travel  to  the 
molt  diftant  corners  of  the  world  without  ftir- 
ring  from  our  clofets,  choofe  the  moil  enter¬ 
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taining  route,  embark  with  the  molt  agreeable 
companions,  view  remote  cities  and  their  go¬ 
vernments,  extend  our  acquaintance  thro’  all 
the  nations  of  the  globe,  and  interefh  our- 
felves  in  a  fucceffion  of  incidents  and  adven¬ 
tures,  that  at  once  improve  the  mind  and  de¬ 
light  the  imagination. 

Thefe  purpofes,  we  apprehend,  have  not 
been  fully  anfwered  by  the  voluminous  col¬ 
lections  which  have  hitherto  appeared  in  this 
country  :  the  fize  and  price  of  a  folio  are 
cient  to  intimidate  an  ordinary  reader  from  pur- 
chafing  the  work  or  perufmg  its  contents.  Be- 
fides,  they  are  generally  fo  Ituned  with  dry 
defcriptions  of  bearings  and  diftances,  tides 
and  currents,  variations  of  the  compafs,  lee¬ 
way,  wind  and  weather,  founding,  anchoring, 
and  other  terms  of  navigation,  that  none  but 
meer  pilots,  or  feafaring  people,  can  read 
them  without  difgult . 

Our  aim  has  been  to  clear  away  this 
kind  of  rubbifh  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave 
the  narrative  lefs  embarraffed,  but  more  fuc- 
cin£t :  we  have  not  only  retrenched  the  fu- 
perfluities,  but  endeavoured  to  polilh  the 
itile,  ftrengthen  the  connexion  of  incidents, 

and 
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and  animate  the  narration*  wherever  it  Teemed 
to  languifh. 

In  the  arrangement  of  our  materials,  we 
have  deviated  from  the  plan  which  has  been 
followed  by  all  other  compilers  of  Voyages  • 
inftead  of  beginning  with  the  circum-naviga- 
tors,  and  claffing  together  the  different  V oyages 
which  have  been  made  to  the  fame  countries ; 
we  have  fet  out  with  the  Difcoveries  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  and  introduced  every  fubfequent 
Voyage  in  chronological  order,  fo  as  to  form, 
as  it  were.  The  Annals  of  Navigation.  Thus 
we  trace  the  fpirit  of  adventure  in  a  regular 
progrefs  thro5  all  the  various  ftreams  of  dif- 
covery,  in  every  different  channel  give  a  new 
entertainment,  and  avoid  the  fatiguing  fame- 
nefs  of  immediate  repetition. 

The  Charts,  Maps  and  Plans,  that  deco¬ 
rate  this  Work,  are  correctly  drawn  and  en¬ 
graved  from  the  moft  approved  Englifh  and 
French  authors,  and  the  longitudes  adjufted 
from  the  meridians  of  London  and  Ferro, 
The  Hiftorical  Cuts,  Heads  and  Views,  are 

*  as 

alfo  neatly  engraved  from  the  bell  materials 
that  could  be  procured. 
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COLLECTION 

G  F 

VOYAGES. 


The  Firft  Voyage  of  Columbus* 

AS  we  do  not  pretend  to  give  a  minute  de» 
tail  of  all  the  voyages  that  have  been  per- 
formed,  and  every  difcovery  which  hath 
been  made,  but  propofe  to  colledf  thofe 
only  which  are  the  moft  material  and  interefting, 
we  fhall  pafs  over  the  firft  enterprizes  upon  the  weft* 
ern  coaft  of  Africa  by  the  Portugueze,  and  begin 
with  the  difcovery  of  the  Weft-Indies  hy  Chrifto- 
I  pher  Columbus ;  an  expedition  attended  with  the 
I  moft  important  confequences  to  almoft  all  the  tra- 
i  ding  powers  of  Europe,  and  fraught  with  circum- 
|  ftances  fo  new  and  furpriftng,  as  cannot  fail  to  en- 
j;  gage,  and  even  captivate  the  reader’s  attention. 
The  hiftory  of  thefe  tranfaBions  will  undoubtedly 
I.  meet  with  the  greater  regard  on  account  of  its  au~ 
tthenticity,  when  we  allure  the  publick,  it  was  ori- 
j;  ginally  written  by  the  fon  of  Columbus,  who  hav¬ 
ing  attended  his  father  in  his  laft  voyages,  was  an 
l  eye-witnefs  of  a  great  many  curious  fadls  that  occur¬ 
red  in  the  courfe  of  the  undertaking,  and  who  col- 
Vol,  L  B  levied 
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!e<fted  all  the  reft  of  the  materials,  either  from  the 
Admiral's  own  papers,  or  the  information  of  per- 
fons  of  credit,  who  bore  a  fhare  in  his  firft  difcove- 
ry  and  fettlement  of  Hifpaniola. 

Chriftopher  Columbus,  who  was  a  native  of  Ge¬ 
noa,  having  been  inftrudled  in  the  arts  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  cofmography,  fpent  the  greateft  part  of 
his  youth  at  fea,  and  feems  to  have  been  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  the  Portugueze  difcoveries,  from 
Cape  Nao,  in  the  kingdom  of  Morocco,  to  Cape 
de  Verd,  which  at  that  time  was  the  utmoft  extent 
of  their  navigation. 

Chriftopher  happening  to  be  on  board  of  one  of 
the  fliips  belonging  to  the  famous  Corfair  Colum¬ 
bus  the  younger,  when  he  attacked  four  large  V e- 
netian  galleys  near  Cape  St.  Vincent,  had  the  mor¬ 
tification  to  fee  the  veffel  on  fire,  fo  that  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  commit  himfelf  to  the  fea,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  fury  of  the  flames.  Being  an  excellent  fwim- 
mer,  he  reached  the  fhore,  and  repaired  to  Lifbon, 
where,  by  his  upright  conduct  and  infinuating  be¬ 
haviour,  he  foon  acquired  a  good  number  of  friends, 
and  engaged  the  affeclion  of  a  lady  of  fome  fortune, 
whom  he  married  with  her  mother’s  confent.  A- 
mong  the  papers  of  his  wife’s  father,  who  had  been 
fome  time  dead,  he  found  a  great  many  manufcripts 
and  charts,  the  perufal  of  which  not  only  gratified 
a  natural  inclination  he  had  to  the  ftudy  of  cofmo¬ 
graphy,  butalfo  inflamed  him  with  the  ambition  of 
making  a  difcovery  which  fhould  eclipfe  every  en- 
terprize  of  that  kind  which  had  been  hitherto  atchie- 
ved. 

The  more  he  exercifed  the  power  of  natural  rea- 
fon,  the  more  he  was  perfuaded,  that  fo  great  a  part 
of  the  globe  as  was  then  unknown,  mull  confift  of 
lomething  eife  than  fea,  and  that  it  was  practicable 
to  find  a  fhorter  way  to  the  Indies  by  the  weft,  than 

that 
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that  courfe  which  the  Portugueze  adventurers  were 
then  endeavouring  to  follow  ail  round  Africa  to  the 
fouthv/ard :  for  he  firmly  believed  that  the  Eaft 
Indies  extended  fo  far  eafterly^  as  to  be  within  the 
reach  of  a  fhort  voyage,  performed  in  a  weflerly 
dire&ion. 

Poflefled  of  this  notion,  which  he  fupported  by 
a  number  of  plaufible  arguments,  he  addrefied  him- 
felf  to  John  II.  king  of  Portugal,  the  great  patron 
of  difcovery,  who  liftened  attentively  to  his  project, 
though  he  did  not  relifh  the  terms  of  his  propofal, 
relating  to  his  own  private  advantage,  in  cafe  his  en¬ 
deavours  fhould  meet  with  fuccefs.  John  therefore 
amufed  him  for  fometime,  during  which  he  thought 
he  had  extracted  the  marrow  of  his  fcheme,  and  on 
pretence  of  fending  fupplies  to  the  colony  of  the  Cape 
de  Verd  iflands,  fitted  out  a  veflel,  in  order  to  dif~ 
cover  the  Indies  on  his  own  fcore  :  but  this  ungene¬ 
rous  enterprize  mifcarried  ;  for  thofe  charged  with 
the  execution,  after  a  fruitlefs  voyage  of  many  days, 
returned  to  the  Cape,  fully  perfuaded  that  the  pro¬ 
ject  was  altogether  chimerical. 

Columbus  fo  deeply  refented  this  unfair  and  clan* 
deffine  conduct  of  the  king,  that  he  refolved  to  leave 
Portugal,  and  offer  his  fervices  to  fome  other  power; 
j  and  accordingly  withdrew  himfelf  into  Caftile,  which 
|  was  then  governed  by  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  to 
whom  he  prefented  his  plan  and  propofals  :  but  this 
ftep  he  did  not  take  till  after  he  had  fent  his  brother 
I  Bartholomew  with  the  fame  offers  to  Henry  VII. 

I  king  of  England,  who  in  all  probability  would  have 
I  been  the  proprietor  of  the  new  world,  had  not  Bar- 
!  tholomew  been  taken  and  {flipped  by  pirates  in  his 
paffage;  fo  that  when  he  at  length  arrived  in  Lon¬ 
don,'  he  was  reduced  to  fuch  extreme  poverty  as  ut~ 

Iterly  difabled  him  from  promoting  his  fuit,  and  ob¬ 
taining  an  audience  of  his  majefty,  until,  by  male- 
in  gand  vending  fea- charts,  he,  in  the  courfe  of  fe- 
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veral  years,  acquired  fome  reputation,  and  at  laft 
found  means  to  communicate  the  fcheme,  which  met 
with  all  the  encouragement  he  could  defire  :  but  by 
that  time,  his  brother  had  actually  failed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  Caftilian  majefties.  Even  Chriftopher 
did  not  carry  his  point  till  after  he  had  perfevered 
in  his  follicitations  for  the  fpace  of  eight  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  wreftled  with  incredible  oppofition 
from  the  ignorance,  obftinacy  and  envy  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  Nay,  his  patience  was  at  laft  quite  ex- 
haufted  by  his  fruitlefs  attendance,  and  he  had  ac¬ 
tually  taken  his  leave  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella, 
intending  to  try  his  fortune  at  the  court  of  France, 
and  if  reje&ed  there  to  proceed  for  England  in  queft 
of  his  brother,  of  whofe  fate  he  was  entirely  igno¬ 
rant  ;  when  he  was  unexpectedly  recalled  by  the 
queen  of  Caftile,  at  the  earneft  entreaties  and  per- 
fuafion  of  Lewis  de  Saint  Angelo  her  confeftor,  who 
prevailed  upon  her  to  comply  with  the  demands  of 
Columbus,  and  even  lent  her  money  to  promote 
the  expedition. 

Chriftopher  was  immediately  appointed  admiral 
on  the  ocean,  to  enjoy  all  the  appointments,  pre¬ 
rogatives  and  privileges  annexed  to  the  flags  of 
Caftile  and  Leon  in  their  refpeCfive  feas ;  it  was 
agreed,  that  all  civil  employments  in  the  iflands 
and  continent  to  be  difcovered,  fhould  he  wholly 
at  his  difpofal ;  that  all  governments  fhould  be  gi¬ 
ven  to  one  of  thole  perfons  he  fhould  name ;  that 
he  fhould  appoint  judges  in  Spain  for  Indian  affairs; 
that  over  and  above  the  falaiy  and  perquifites  of 
admiral,  viceroy  and  governour,  he  fhould  have 
the  tenth  of  all  that  was  bought,  bartered,  found 
or  acquired  within  the  limits  of  his  admiralfhip, 
after  the  charge  of  the  conqueft  fhould  be  defrayed  ; 
together  with  an  eighth  part  of  all  that  he  fhould 
bring  home  in  his  fleet;  in  confideration  of  which, 
he  fhould  be  at  one  eighth  part  of  the  expence. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  articles  being  fettled,  and  his  commiffion 
and  grants  confirmed  by  the  hands  and  feal  of  their 
catholic  majefties,  the  admiral  repaired  to  Palos,  in 
order  to  forward  his  equipment,  which  confifled  of 
three  fmall  veffels,  namely  the  Santa  Maria  admi¬ 
ral  Columbus,  the  La  Pinta,  Martin  Alonzo  Pin- 
zon,  and  the  La  Nina  with  fquare  fails,  command¬ 
ed  by  his  brother  Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon,  both 
natives  of  Palos. 

Thefe  Caravals  being  furnifhed  with  provifion^ 
necefiaries  and  ninety  men,  fet  fail  on  Saturday  the 
3d  day  of  Auguft  in  the  year  1492  :  next  morning 
the  rudder  of  the  La  Pinta  broke  loofe,  fo  that  the 
admiral  was  obliged  to  lie  to,  though  the  weather 
was  fo  rough  that  he  could  give  no  other  afiifiance8 
than  that  of  encouraging  the  crew  by  his  prefence. 
However,  Pinzon  the  captain,  who  was  an  able 
feaman,  loon  repaired  the  damage,  which  was  fuppo- 
fed  to  have  been  contrived  by  the  mafler,  becaufe 
he  was  averfe  to  the  voyage ;  and  they  proceeded 
tolerably  well  till  Tuefday,  the  fea  being  high,  the 
ropes  by  which  the  rudder  had  been  fecured  gave 
way,  and  they  were  forced  again  to  lie  by  until 
they  could  put  it  to  rights,  fo  as  to  fleer  the  fliip  as 
far  as  the  Canary  Blands,  which  they  difeovered  on 
Thurfday  about  break  of  day.  The  wind  being 
in  their  teeth,  two  days  elapfed  before  they  could 
.  anchor  at  Gran  Canaria,  where  the  admiral  left 
Pinzon  with  dire&ions  to  procure  if  pofiible  ano¬ 
ther  fhtp,  while  himfelf,  accompanied  by  the  La 
Nina,  failed  on  the  fame  defign  for  the  ifland  Go- 
mera,  which  he  reached  on  Sunday.  Upon  his  firfl 
arrival,  he  fent  his  boat  afhore  to  inquire  after  a 
veflel,  and  at  his  return  next  day  underflood  that 
there  was  not  one  in  the  whole  ifland,  though  the 
inhabitants  hourly  expedled  Donna  Beatrix  de  Bo- 
badilla  their  proprietrefs  from  the  Gran  Canaria  in 
a  vefTel  of  forty  tuns,  which  might  be  eafily  fitted 

B  3  for 


6  THE  FIRST  VOYAGE 

for  his  voyage.  In  confequence  of  this  intimation 
he  refolved  to  wait  for  her  arrival,  and  in  the  mean 
time  fent  a  man  on  board  of  a  bark  bound  for  Gran 
Canaria  to  inform  Pinzon  of  the  place  where  he 
Jay,  and  help  him  to  repair  his  rudder  in  cafe  he  had 
not  been  able  to  procure  another  fhip.  Having 
waited  a  long  time  in  vain  for  an  anfwer,  he  re- 
fo'ved  to  return  to  the  Gran  Canaria,  and  failing 
on  the  24th,  came  up  with  the  bark  which  had 
been  hitherto  detained  by  contrary  winds :  that 
fame  night  he  failed  clofe  by  the  ifland  of  TenerifF, 
and  faw  abundance  of  flame  ifiue  from  the  peak, 
and  next  day  anchored  at  the  Gran  Canaria,  where 
he  found  Pinzon,  who  told  him  that  the  Lady  Bea¬ 
trix  had  failed  fome  days  before,  in  that  veflel  for 

j  * 

which  he  had  waited  fo  long.  Although  he  was 
mortified  at  this  difappointment,  he  refolved  to  re¬ 
pair  the  damaged  Caraval  as  well  as  he  could,  by 
furnifhing  her  with  a  new  rudder,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  alter  the  fquare  fails  of  the  La  Nina,  fo  as 
that  fhe  might  be  the  more  able  to  keep  company 
with  her  conforts. 

Thus  refitted  and  improved  they  departed  from 
the  Gran  Canaria  on  the  1  ft  of  September,  and 
-next  day  arrived  at  Gomera,  where  fome  time  being 
fpent  in  laying  in  provifions,  wood  and  water,  they 
fet  fail  on  Thurfday  the  6th,  and  flood  away  to  the 
weflward,  though  they  made  little  way,  becaufe 
there  was  fcarce  any  wind.  On  Sunday  about  day 
break  the  admiral  found  himfelf  nine  leagues  weft 
of  the  ifland  Ferro,  where  they  loft  fight  of  land, 
and  many  people  on  board  wept  bitterly,  on  the 
fuppcfition  that  they  would  hardly  ever  fee  it  again. 
Columbus  perceiving  this  defpondence,  which  he 
was  afraid  would  infedl  the  whole  company,  com¬ 
forted  them  with  the  moft  confident  afliirances  of 
wealth  and  profperity,  and  though  they  failed  eigh¬ 
teen 
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teen  leagues  that  day,  pretended  they  had  made  no 
more  but  fifteen,  refolving  to  difguife  his  reckoning 
in  this  manner  during  the  whole  voyage,  that  they 
might  not  think  themfelves  fo  far  from  Spain  as  they 
really  were. 

Continuing  his  courfe,  he,  on  Wednefday  the 
1 2th  of  September,  being  150  leagues  weft  of  Fer¬ 
ro,  difcovered  the  body  of  a  large  tree,  which  feern* 
ed  to  have  been  a  long  time  upon  the  water.  Here 
he  found  a  current  fetting  ftrongly  to  the  north- eaft| 
and  when  he  had  run  fifty  leagues  farther  weft- 
ward,  he,  on  the  1 3th,  in  the  twilight,  perceived, 
the  needle  varying  half  a  point  towards  the  north- 
eaft,  and  at  day-break  half  a  point  more.  He  was 
not  a  little  furprifed  at  this  variation,  which  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  obferved  before ;  but  he  had  reafon  to  be 
ftill  more  amazed,  when  failing  about  100  leagues 
farther,  he  found  the  needles  varied  about  a  point 
to  the  north-eaft  at  night,  and  pointed  upon  the 
fear  in  the  morning. 

On  Saturday,  the  15th,  being  almoft  3 cb 
leagues  weft  of  Ferro,  at  night,  they  faw  a  furpri- 
fing  body  of  light  fall  from  the  fky  into  the  fea,  at 
the  di dance  of  four  or  five  leagues  from  the  (hips, 
to  the  fouth-weft,  tho’  the  weather  was  fair,  the 
wind  favourable,  the  fea  fmooth,  and  the  current 
fetting  north-eaft. 

The  people  on  board  the  La  Nina  had,  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  day,  been  furprifed  at  fight  of  a  heron  and 
tropick  bird  which  the  Spaniards  call  rabo  de  junco : 
but  the  next  day  they  were  ftill  more  aftonifhed, 
when  they  faw  the  fea,  in  a  manner,  covered  with 
green  and  yellow  weeds,  which  Teemed  to  be  late¬ 
ly  waflied  away  from  fome  rock  or  ifland.  From 
this  phenomenon  they  concluded  that  they  were 
near  fome  land  ;  efpecially  as  they  perceived  a  live 
lobfter  floating  among  thefe  weeds  ;  and  afterwards 
found  the  fea  water  grow  lefs  fait  as  they  advanced  : 
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befides,  they  were  attended  by  vaft  fhoals  of  tunny 

fiih. 

On  Tuefday,  the  1 8th  of  September,  Martin 
Alonzo  Pinzon,  captain  of  the  Pinta,  being  a-head, 
lay  to  for  the  admiral,  and  told  him,  that  he  had 
feen  a  great  number  of  birds  flying  weftward,  fo 
that  he  expelled  that  night  to  difcover  land,  which 
indeed  he  thought  he  already  defcried  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  at  the  diflance  of  fifteen  leagues.  But  this 
was  a  notion  to  which  no  regard  was  paid  by  the 
admiral,  who  was  convinced  of  its  being  a  decep¬ 
tion,  and  therefore  would  lofe  no  time  in  altering 
Ids  courfe,  notwithftanding  the  folicitations  of  his 
people,  who  were  very  well  difpofed  to  credit  fuch 
an  agreeable  illufion.  However,  as  the  wind  began 
to  frefhen,  they  took  in  their  topfails  at  night,  this 
being  the  firft  time  they  had  occafion  to  trim  a  fail, 
in  the  fpace  of  eleven  days,  during  which  theyjflill 
continued  the  courfe  weftward. 

On  the  19th  day  of  September,  in  the  morning, 
the  admiral  feeing  a  number  of  fea  gulls,  began  to 
conceive  hopes  of  land,  from  which  he  fuppofed 
thife  fowl  would  not  fly  a  great  way  :  and  in  that 
opinion,  founding  with  a  line  of  two  hundred  fa¬ 
thom,  tho?  he  found  no  bottom,  he  perceived  the 
current  fetting  to  the  fouth-weft. 

On  Thurfday  the  22d  they  took  a  bird  like  an  he¬ 
ron,  of  a  black  colour,  with  a  white  tuft  on  the  head, 
and  web  feet,  flaw  abundance  of  weeds,  and  in  the 
evening  they  were  vifited  by  three  land  birds  fling¬ 
ing,  which  flew  away  at  day-break,  and  confirmed 
the  admiral  in  the  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  far 
from  land.  Next  day,  they  flaw  a  tropic  bird,  al- 
catraz,  and  fuch  a  quantity  of  weeds,  as  alarmed  the 
people,  who  began  to  fear  that  their  courfe  would 
be  impeded. 

About  this  time,  the  wind  blew  from  the  flouth- 
weft,  which  tho’  contrary,  gave  great  fatisfa£iion 

to 
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to  the  admiral,  in  as  much  as  he  could  now  convince 
the  crew  of  the  vanity  of  their  fears,  in  fuppofing, 
that  as  the  wind  had  been  always  right  a-llern,  they 
fhould  never  have  a  fair  gale  to  carry  them  back. 
Yet,  in  fpite  of  all  his  realons  and  remonflrances, 
the  crew  began  to  murmur,  in  apprehenfion  of  pe¬ 
rilling  at  fea,  in  quell  of  a  country  which  was  no 
where  to  be  found  \  and  their  difcontent  rofe  to  fuch 
a  degree  of  clamour,  that  in  all  probability  a  mutiny 
would  have  enfued,  had  not  a  brifk  wind  fprung  up 
at  well-north- well,  and  demonllrated  that  they 
would  always  have  a  chance  for  returning,  notwith- 
(landing  the  infinuations  of  fome,  who  had  affirm¬ 
ed,  that  the  lirll  change* was  no  fettled  breeze,  but 
a  tranfient  puff,  which  made  no  impreffion  upon 
the  furface  of  the  fea :  befides,  their  hope  of  land 
was  revived  by  a  turtle  that  flew  over  the  Ihip,  and 
the  flight  of  feveral  fmall  birds  that  came  from  the 
well. 

The  more  the  people  were  elated  by  thefe  figns, 
the  greater  was  their  mortification,  when  they  found 
themfeives  difappointed  :  and  now,  they  not  only 
loudly  complained,  but  even  began  to  cabal  againff 
the  admiral,  who,  they  faid,  from  a  fool ilh  and  ill- 
grounded  fancy,  had  formed  the  defign  of  railing 
his  own  family  and  fortune  at  the  expence  of  their 
lives  and  labour ;  they  fuggefied  to  one  another, 
that  they  had  already  proceeded  far  enough  to  ma« 
nifell  their  courage  and  perfeverance,  and  that  it 
Was  now  high  time  to  return  to  their  friends  and 
country,  even  if  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  compel 
Columbus  to  gratify  their  defire  in  this  particular. 
They  were  the  more  fanguine  in  the  profecution  of 
this  fcheme,  as  they  fuppofed  the  admiral,  who  was 
a  foreigner,  could'not.have  interell  enough  at  court 
to  bring  them  to  condign  purfifhment  for  their  dif- 
obedience  and  rebellion,  efpecially  as  they  knew 
he  had  poweiful  enemies  who  would  embrace  eve- 
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ry  opportunity  of  fruftrating  his  defigns :  nay,  to 
fuch  a  pitch  of  fury  were  they  wrought  by  their  ter¬ 
ror  and  defpair,  that  fome  among  them  actually 
propofed  to  throw  him  over  board,  and  affirm  in 
Spain  that  he  had  dropped  into  the  fea,  while  ea- 
gerly  employed  in  making  his  obfervations. 

Columbus  was  not  ignorant  of  this  mutinous  fpi- 
rit  that  poiTelTed  his  men,  and  exerted  uncommon 
addrefs  in  quelling  it,  fometimes  by  representing 
the  duty  they  owed  to  him,  who  was  veiled  with  a 
legal  authority,  which  he  was  refolved  to  maintain, 
tho’  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  j  and  fometimes  by  re¬ 
proaching  them  with  their  impatience  and  pufilla- 
nimity,  which  even  the  mcft  apparent  figns  of 
land  could  not  reprefs,  In  a  word,  he  refuted  their 
fears,  foothed  their  difquiets,  and  encouraged  their 
hopes,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  prevented  them  from 
taking  any  refolution  to  the  prejudice  of  the  enter- 
prize. 

Gn  Tuefday  the  25th  day  of  September,  about 
fun  fetting,  Pinzon,  whofe  fiiip  was  along  fide  of 
the  admiral,  all  of  a  fudden,  called  out,  land  !  land ! 
and  pointed  towards  the  fouth-weft,  where  they  per¬ 
ceived  fomething  like  an  illand,  at  the  diflance  of 
five  and  twenty  leagues :  this  appearance  was  fo  a- 
greeable  to  the  men,  that  they  gave  thanks  to  God 
with  great  fervency  of  devotion  ;  and  tho’  Colum¬ 
bus  did  not  in  his  own  mind  afTent  to  the  inference 
they  had  drawn,  he,  in  compliance  with  their  cla¬ 
morous  demand,  flood  towards  the  fuppofed  ifland, 
during  the  beft  part  of  the  night,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  they  faw  it  vanifh  in  the  clouds,  fo  that  their 
diflatis(a£lion  returned,  and  their  clamour  was  re¬ 
viewed.  Neverthelefs  the  admiral  perfifled  in  the 
execution  of  his  purpofe,  with  that  fleadinefs  and 
Intrepidity  which  were  peculiar  to  him.  On  the 
Friday  following,  they  caught  fifh  with  gilded  backs, 
which  in  all  probability  were  dolphins  j  and  here 

they 
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they  perceived  the  currents  were  altogether  irregu¬ 
lar.  Next  day  they  faw  fome  alcatrazes  or  gulls, 
and  abundance  of  flying  fifh,  which  are  in  length 
about  feven  or  eight  inches,  furnifhed  with  two  lit¬ 
tle  membranous  wings,  or  rather  broad  fins,  by 
the  help  of  which  they  fly  above  water  when  pur- 
fued  by  the  dolphins,  and  very  often  drop  into  vef- 
fefs;  for,  as  their  wings  become  dry  in  a  very  little 
time,  the  utmoft  extent  of  their  flight  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  a  bow-fliot. 

On  Monday,  the  firft  day  of  Odlober,  the  pilot 
of  the  admiral’s  (hip  was  by  account  578  leagues 
weft  of  the  ifland  Ferro ;  and  tho*  the  reckoning  of 
Columbus  amounted  to  707,  he  winked  at  the  o- 
ther’s  grofs  miftake,  left  the  Tailors  fhould  be  quite 
dejected  by  knowing  exadly  how  far  they  were  from 
home.  On  the  third,  feeing  no  birds,  they  con¬ 
jectured  that  they  had  dipt  between  fome  iflands ; 
and  the  men  earneftly  entreated  the  admiral  to  fteer 
either  to  the  one  fide  or  to  the  other,  in  queft  of 
the  land  which  they  imagined  they  had  left :  but 
he  would  not  comply  with  their  intreaties,  becaufe 
he  was  unwilling  to  lofe  the  favourable  wind  that 
carried  him  to  the  weft  ward,  which  he  accounted 
his  fureft  courfe,  and  would  not  take  any  ftep  to 
leflen  the  reputation  of  his  undertaking,  which  muft 
have  fuffered  in  the  opinion  of  his  people,  had  he 
changed  his  direction  from  that  which  he  had  all  a- 
long  allured  them,  would  terminate  in  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  their  wifhes.  This  fortitude  of  the  ad¬ 
miral  they  interpreted  into  obftinacy  and  rnadnefs, 
and  were  actually  on  the  brink  of  taking  fome  de- 
fperate  ftep  to  his  prejudice,  when  their  fury  was 
appeas’d  by  the  arrival  of  above  forty  fparrows,  and 
fome  other  land  birds  that  came  from  the  weft- 
ward/ 

On  Sunday,  the  7th  of  October,  fome  imperfect 
figns  of  land  appeared  that  way,  but  no  man  on 

B  6  board 


iz  THE  FIRST  VOYAGE 

board  would  venture  to  mention  it,  becaufe  theif 
catholick  majefties  had  promifed  a  penfion  of  thirty 
crowns  for  life,  to  him  who  fhould  firft  difcover 
land.  But,  in  order  to  prevent  their  noify  excla¬ 
mations  at  every  trifling  fymptom  or  conceit,  it  was 
likewife  decreed,  that  whofoever  fhould  cry  land  ! 
three  days  before  it  was  adlually  made,  fhould  for¬ 
feit  the  reward,  even  tho’  he  fhould  afterwards  prove 
the  difcoverer. 

Notwithstanding  this  precaution,  the  Nina,  which 
being  the  beft  failer,  kept  always  a-head,  fired  a 
gun,  and  hoifted  the  colours,  in  token  of  land  :  but 
the  farther  they  failed,  the  more  they  were  convin¬ 
ced  of  their  miftake  ;  for,  the  appearance  that  mif¬ 
fed  them  totally  vanifhed  as  they  advanced.  Next 
day,  however,  they  were  in  fome  meafure  confoled 
for  their  difappointment,  by  many  flights  of  great 
fowl  and  fmall  land  birds  from  the  weft  to  the  fouth- 
weft :  and  the  admiral  being  fully  perfuaded  that  they 
could  not  go  far  to  fea,  he,  in  imitation  of  the  Por- 
tugueze,  who  had  difcovered  many  iflands  by  fol¬ 
lowing  the  direction  of  fuch  birds,  altered  his  courfe 
and  flood  to  the  fouth-weft,  having  now  run  750 
leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  Canaries,  within 
which  fpace  he  had  hoped  to  find  Hifpaniola,  which 
lie  then  called  Cipango. 

On  Monday,  October  8th,  they  were  vifited  by 
twelve  Tinging  birds,  of  different  colours,  and  faw 
a  great  number  of  others,  great  and  fmall,  jays, 
gulls,  and  ducks,  flying  towards  the  fouth-weft; 
they  likewife  perceived  the  air  to  be  frefh  and  odo¬ 
riferous,  as  at  Sevil  in  the  month  of  April;  but  the 
crew  had  been  fo  often  deceived,  that  even  thefe  cer¬ 
tain  figns  could  not  fupprefs  their  murmurs,  which, 
during  the  two  fucceeding  days,  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  admiral,  that 
he  would  not  have  been  able  much  longer  to  with- 
lland  the  ftorm  of  their  difcontent,  which  was  rear 
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dy  to  burft  in  open  rebellion,  when  it  was  provi¬ 
dentially  diflipated  by  fuch  manifeft  tokens  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  land,  as  they  could  no  longer  dis¬ 
credit. 

On  Thurfday,  the  nth  of  Odlober,  thofe  on 
board  of  the  admiral  faw  a  green  rulh,  together 
with  a  large  rock  fi{h  fvvim  by  the  (hip  ;  the  people 
of  the  Pinta  difcovered  a  cane  floating,  and  took 
up  a  (taff  curioufly  wrought,  together  with  a  fmall 
board,  and  abundance  of  weeds,  newly  wafhed  from 
the  banks :  at  the  fame  time,  the  crew  of  the  Nina 
perceived  a  branch  of  thorn  full  of  red  berries. 

The  admiral  being  now  afliired  of  the  vicinity  of 
land,  harangued  his  men  at  night,  after  prayers, 
reminding  them  of  the  mercy  of  God,  in  granting 
them  fair  weather  during  fuch  a  long  voyage,  and 
exhorting  them  to  be  extremely  vigilant  for  that 
night,  in  as  much  as  he  firmly  expedted  to  fee  land 
next  day  ;  and  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  be 
watchful,  he  not  only  mentioned  the  penfion  of 
thirty  crowns,  but  alfo  promifed  to  give  a  velvet 
doublet  to  him  who  fhould  be  the  firft  difcoverer* 
After  this  fpeech,  he,  about  ten  o’clock  at  night, 
retired  to  the  great  cabbin,  from  whence  perceiv¬ 
ing  what  appeared  to  be  a  light  on  fhore,  he  cal¬ 
led  to  one  Peter  Gutierres,  who  being  defired  to  ob- 
ferve,  faid,  he  plainly  faw  it,  and  conjedfured  it  to 
be  a  candle  or  torch  belonging  to  fome  fifherman 
or  traveller,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  move,  and  va- 
nifhed,  and  appeared  by  turns.  This  appearance 
increafed  their  vigilance  and  caution,  tho’  they  ftill 
held  on  their  courfe  till  about'two  in  the  morning, 
when  the  Pinta  being  far  a-head  gave  the  fignal  of 
land,  which  was  firft  difcovered  by  a  failor,  called 
Roderick  de  Triana,  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues : 
but  he  did  not  enjoy  the  penfion,  which  was  granted 
to  the  Admiral,  who  had  before  perceived  the 
light. 
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Being  fo  near  the  fhore,  all  the  fhips  lay  to,  and 
the  people  waited  for  morning  with  the  utmoft  im¬ 
patience  of  hope,  that  they  might  feaft  their  eyes 
with  what  they  had  fo  long  and  fo  eagerly  wifhed 
to  behold. 

Day  no  fooner  broke  than  they  perceived  an 
ifland,  about  fifteen  leagues  in  length,  almoft  one 
continued  plain,  without  hills,  covered  with  green 
trees,  fupplied  with  delicious  ftreams,  and  a  great 
lake  in  the  middle ;  and  inhabited  by  a  number  of 
people,  who  ran  down  to  the  fhore  aftonifhed  at 
the  fight  of  the  fhips,  which  they  at  firft  miftook 
for  living  creatures.  As  for  the  Spaniards,  they 
were  inflamed  by  the  moft  eager  curiofity,  to  know 
the  particulars  of  this  interefting  difcovery  :  and  the 
veflels  were  no  fooner  brought  to  an  anchor,  than 
the  admiral  went  afhoar  with  his  boat  well  armed, 
and  the  royal  ftandard  difplayed,  being  attended  by 
the  other  two  captains  in  their  refpedlive  boats,  with 
the  particular  enfigns  of  this  enterprize,  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  an  F.  with  a  green  crofs  on  one  fide,  and  the 
names  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  crowned  on  the  o~ 
ther. 

As  foon  as  they  landed,  they  kneeled  on  the 
fhore,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  his  indulgence* 
and  kifled  the  ground  while  they  fhed  tears  of  joy , 
then  the  admiral  {landing  up,  called  the  ifland  St. 
Salvador,  and  took  poffeftion  of  it  for  their  catholick 
majefties  in  the  ufual  words,  and  with  the  folemni- 
ty  proper  on  fuch  occafions.  This  ceremony  being 
performed,  he  was  acknowledged  as  admiral  and 
viceroy,  by  the  Spaniards,  who  joyfully  fwore  to 
obey  him  as  the  reprefentative  of  their  majefties, 
and  implored  his  pardon  for  the  affronts  and  infults 
he  had  fuftained,  from  their  fear,  and  want  of  refo- 
lution. 

A  great  number  of  the  Indians  being  prefent  at 
the  tranfa&ion,  and  appearing  to  be  be  very  Ample, 

quiet. 
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quiet,  and  peaceable,  Columbus  diflributed  among 
them  fome  red  caps,  firings  of  glafs  beads,  and  o- 
ther  things  of  fmall  value,  which  they  received  with 
tranfport,  and  feemed  to  prize  'at  a  very  high  rate. 
Nay,  when  he  returned  to  his  fhip,  fome  of  them 
fwam  after  him,  and  others  followed  in  canoes  with 
parrots,  bottoms  of  fpun  cotton,  javelins,  and  other 
trifles,  to  barter  for  beads,  bells,  and  other  inconli- 
derable  toys.  Few  of  them  feemed  to  be  above  the 
age  of  thirty.  They  were  of  a  middle  flature,  well 
fhaped,  of  an  olive  colour,  with  thick  lank  black 
hair,  generally  cut  fhort  above  the  ears,  tho’  in 
fome  it  had  grown  down  to  their  fhoulders,  and 
was  tied  about  their  head  like  the  trefles  of  wo¬ 
men  ;  their  countenances  were  open,  and  their  fea¬ 
tures  regular,  but  their  high  foreheads  gave  a  wild- 
nefs  to  their  afpedl.  The  faces  of  fome,  and  bodies 
of  others,  were  painted  black,  white,  and  red,  tho’ 
in  a  few,  the  nofes  and  eyes  only  were  coloured ; 
and  all  of  them,  female  as  well  as  male,  were  flark 
naked.  So  little  were  they  acquainted  with  Euro¬ 
pean  arms,  that  they  handled  a  naked  fword  by  the 
edge,  without  fufpedling  its  mifchievous  quality; 
and  as  they  were  deftitute  of  iron,  they  ufed  jave¬ 
lins  of  wood,  armed  with  fifti  bone. 

Some  of  them  being  afked  by  figns,  how  they 
had  acquired  the  wounds,  the  marks  of  which  they 
flill  retained  on  their  bodies,  anfwered,  in  the  fame 
kind  of  language,  that  they  received  them  in  their 
own  defence,  againfl  the  inhabitants  of  other  iflands, 
who  came  with  a  view  to  enflave  them.  They 
feemed  to  be  an  ingenious  people,  and  poffefled  a 
volubility  of  tongue,  fo  as  to  repeat  the  words  they 
heard  with  a  very  diftindl  pronunciation:  and  the 
only  fpecies  of  living  creatures  that  the  ifland  produ¬ 
ced,  were  parrots,  which  they  bartered  to  the  Chri- 
flians,  as  we  have  already  obferved. 
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Next  day,  being  the  13th  of  October,  in  the 
morning,  a  great  number  of  thefe  Indians  came  a  - 
board  in  their  canoes,  which  are  made  by  hollow¬ 
ing  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  fome  of  them  being  fo  fmall 
as  to  hold  one  perfon  only,  and  others  large  enough 
to  contain  forty  ;  they  are  rowed  with  paddles,  and 
fo  light,  that  if  they  chance  to  be  overfet,  the  row¬ 
ers  can  eafily  fet  them  upright  again,  and  empty 
the  water  with  calabaflies,  which  they  keep  for  that 
purpofe. 

They  had  no  jewels,  nor  was  any  kind  of  metal 
found  among  them,  except  fome  fmall  plates  of 
gold  that  hung  at  their  noftrils,  and  as  they  expref- 
fed  by  figns  came  from  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft, 
where  there  were  many  princes,  iflands,  and  coun¬ 
tries.  -  v 

They  were  fo  greedy  of  pofTefling  any  thing  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Spaniards,  that  if  they  could  pick  up 
a  bit  of  broken  earthen  ware  upon  the  deck,  they 
would  leap  into  the  fea  and  fwim  afhore  with  it ; 
and  they  would  exchange  any  thing  they  had  for  the 
greateft  trifles,  infomuch  that  fome  of  them  gave 
five  and  twenty  pounds  of  well  fpun  cotton  for  three 
fmall  pieces  of  Portugueze  brafs  coin  not  worth  a 
farthing ;  not  that  they  believed  the  things  they 
purchafed,  had  in  themfelves  much  intrinfick  value, 
but  becaufe  they  belonged  to  the  white  men,  whom 
they  looked  upon  as  people  defcended  from  heaven, 
and  of  whom  they  defired  to  retain  fome  memo¬ 
rial. 

Next  Sunday,  being  the  15th  of  October,  the 
admiral  in  his  boats,  coafled  the  ifland  towards 
the  north-weft,  until  he  found  a  large  bay  or 
harbour,  large  enough  to*  contain  all  the  fhips  of 
Chriftendom.  In  this  circuit  he  was  attended  by 
crowds  of  the  inhabitants,  who  followed  him  by 
fea  and  land,  expreffing  their  wonder  and  regard 
by  a  thoufand  gefliculations  ,  and  arrived  at  a 

peninfula. 
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peninfula,  where  he  faw  half  a  dozen  of  their 
houfes  and  plantations,  as  pleafant  as  thofe  of 
Caftile  in  the  month  of  May.  But,  finding  this 
was  not  the  land  he  looked  for,  he  took  feven  of 
thefe  Indians  to  ferve  as  interpreters,  and  returning 
to  his  fhips  failed  on  the  difcovery  of  other  iflands 
that  were  difcernible  from  the  peninfula,  reported 
by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Salvador  to  be  fruitful  and 
populous. 

On  Monday,  having  failed  feven  leagues,  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  weft  end  of  one,  about  ten  leagues  in 
length,  which  he  denominated  St.  Mary  of  the  Con¬ 
ception  ;  but,  perceiving  no  difference  between  the 
inhabitants  of  this  ifiand  and  thofe  of  St.  Salvador, 
nor  any  thing  elfe  worth  notice  in  its  produ&ions, 
he  continued  his  courfe  weftward,  and  anchored  up¬ 
on  the  coaft  of  another  larger  ifland,  extending 
north-weft  and  fouth-eaft,  above  eight  and  twenty- 
leagues.  Before  he  reached  this  pleafant  fpot,  which 
he  named  Fernandina,  he  took  up  at  fea  an  Indian 
in  a  fmall  canoe,  furnifhed  with  a  piece  of  their 
bread,  a  calabafh  full  of  water,  and  a  little  earth  like 
vermilion,  with  which  thofe  people  paint  their  bo¬ 
dies  ;  he  was  likewife  provided  with  fpme  dry  leaves, 
valued  for  their  agreeable  and  wholefome  fmell  -3  and 
a  little  bafket,  containing  a  firing  ofglafs  beads,  and 
two  fmall  pieces  of  Portugueze  money  ;  from  which 
circumftances  it  appeared  he  was  bound  from  St. 
Salvador  to  Fernandina,  with  the  ftrange  news  of 
the  admiral’s  arrival ;  but  the  voyage  being  long,  he 
was  weary  with  paddling,  and  defined  to  be  taken 
on  board.  Columbus  granted  his  requeft,  treated 
him  courteoufiy,  and  fent  him  on  fhore,  that  he 
might  prepoffefs  the  natives  of  Fernandina  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  new  comers.  The  fuccefs  anfwered  the 
admiral’s  expectation;  for,  in  confequence  of  the 
favourable  account  given  by  the  Indian,  the  ifian- 
ders  came  aboard  in  their  canoes,  to  barter  with 

the 
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the  fame  fort  of  commodities  which  were  found  at 
St.  Salvador ;  but  they  feemed  to  have  more  faga- 
city  than  the  other,  and  made  more  advantageous 
bargains ;  they  had  fome  cotton  cloth  in  their  hou- 
fes,  and  the  women  wore  a  kind  of  fhort  petticoat 
or  fwathe  round  the  middle.  Here  were  fome  trees 
that  feemed  to  have  been  ingrafted,  as  they  bore 
leaves  or  branches  of  four  or  five  feveral  forts :  there 
was  plenty  of  fifh,  of  different  fhapes  and  colours, 
lizzards  and  fnakes,  and  fome  dogs,  which  howe¬ 
ver  did  not  bark;  their  houfes  were  built  like  tents, 
almoft  entirely  void  of  furniture;  and  the  beds  in 
which  they  Jay,  were  like  nets  hanging  from  two 
pofts,  and  drawn  together  in  the  nature  of  a  fling. 

Finding  nothing  valuable  in  this  ifland,  Colum¬ 
bus,  on  Friday,  Odfober  19th,  failed  to  another,  on 
which  he  bellowed  the  name  of  Ifabella,  in  honour 
of  her  moll:  catholick  majeffy.  This,  in  goodnefs, 
beauty  and  extent,  far  exceeded  the  others ;  for, 
befides  that  it  abounded  with  delicious  ftreams,  plea- 
fant  meadows  and  groves,  the  profpedl  was  diverfi— 
fied  with  hills,  which  the  reft  wanted.  The  admi¬ 
ral  enamoured  of  its  beauty,  landed  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  taking  pofTeffion,  and  walked  through 
fome  meadows  as  green  and  delightful  as  thofe  of 
Spain  in  the  month  of  April.  Here  the  ear  was  ra~ 
vifhed  with  the  fongs  of  nightingales  and  other  birds, 
which  not  only  hopped  from  bough  to  bough,  but 
even  flew  through  the  air  in  fuch  fwarms,  as  dark¬ 
ened  the  day.  Near  one  of  the  lakes,  of  which  there 
was  great  plenty,  the  Spaniards,  with  their  fpears, 
killed  an  alligator  feven  feet  long,  which  tho’  at 
that  time  they  looked  upon  with  horror,  they  after¬ 
wards  fkinned  and  ate,  as  the  moft  delicious  food 
ufed  among  the  Indians,  by  whom  they  are  called 
yvanas. 

Proceeding  towards  the  inland  parts,  they  arrived 
at  a  town,  the  people  of  which  fled  with  all  the 

goods 
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goods  they  could  carry  off;  but,  the  admiral  forbid¬ 
ding  his  men  to  touch  any  thing  they  had  left,  their 
fear  foon  fubfided  ;  and  they,  of  their  own  accord, 
came  down  to  the  (hips  to  barter. 

Columbus,  having  made  himfelf  acquainted  with 
the  produce  of  Ifabella,  and  the  manners  of  its  in¬ 
habitants,  was  unwilling  to  lofe  more  time  among 
thofe  iflands  which  refembled  one  another  fo  much ; 
and  therefore  he  fet  fail  with  a  f$ir  wind  for  a  large 
country,  extolled  by  the  Indians  under  the  name  of 
Cuba,  lying  towards  the  fouth,  at  the  north  fide 
of  which  he  arrived  on  Sunday  the  28th  of  Octo¬ 
ber. 

This  ifland  at  firft  fight  juffified  what  had  been 
faid  in  its  praife;  for  it  exhibited  a  mo  ft  enchanting 
variety  of  hills  and  dales,  woods  and  plains,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  of  great  confequence,  by  the  greatnefs 
and  extent  of  its  coafts  and  rivers. 

In  order  to  obtain  fome  intelligence  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  the  admiral  anchored  in  a  large  river,  the 
banks  of  which  were  (haded  by  thick  and  tall  trees, 
adorned  with  bloftbms  and  fruit  altogether  unknown 
in  Europe  :  thefe  were  tenanted  by  a  great  number 
of  birds,  and  the  ground  was  clothed  with  grafs  of 
a  moft  luxuriant  growth.  The  Spaniards,  not  far 
from  this  place,  entered  two  houfes  which  were  de- 
ferted  by  the  people,  who  terrified  at  the  appearance 
of  the  (hips,  had  betaken  themfelves  to  flight,  leav¬ 
ing  their  nets  and  fiflhing-tackle,  together  with  a  dog 
that  did  not  bark.  However,  they  fuftained  no  dam- 
mage;  for  the  Chriftians,  without  touching  any  of 
their  utenfils,  reimbarked,  and  continued  their 
courfe  weftward,  until  they  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  another  river,  which  the  admiral  called  de  Mares. 
This  being  more  confiderable  than  the  other,  the 
fhips  entered  and  failed  up  a  good  way,  and  the 
banks  were  all  along  inhabited ;  but  here  too  the 
natives  fled,  with  all  the  effedls  they  could  carry,  to 
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the  mountains,  which  appeared  round  and  Iofty^ 
covered  with  verdant  plants  and  (lately  trees. 

Columbus  forefeeing  that  he  fhould  never  be  able 
to  learn  the  nature  of  the  ifland,  if  the  inhabitants 
fhould  continue  to  avoid  him  in  this  manner  \  and 
reflecting,  that  in  cafe  he  fhould  land  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men,  their  terror  would  be  increafed,  he  or¬ 
dered  two  Chriflians,  attended  by  an  Indian  of  St. 
Salvador,  and  another  of  -Cuba  who  had  ventured 
to  come  aboard  with  his  canoe,  to  travel  up  into 
the  country,  and  behave  obligingly  to  the  people 
they  fhould  find  3  and  in  the  mean  time  he  direct¬ 
ed  the  fhip  to  be  careened  :  on  which  occafion  he 
obferved  that  all  their  fuel  was  maffick  wood,  of 
which  there  was  great  plenty  all  over  the  ifland. 

The  fhip  was  repaired  and  ready  to  fail  by  the 
5th  of  November,  when  the  two  ambafladors  re¬ 
turned,  accompanied  by  two  Indians  of  rank,  and 
informed  the  amiral  that  they  had  travelled  twelve 
leagues  into  the  country,  where  they  found  a  town 
conlifting  of  fifty  wooden  houfes  covered  with  flraw, 
made  like  thofe  in  the  other  iflands,  which  altoge- 
gether  contained  about  one  thoufand  perfons ;  that 
they  were  met  by  the  principal  men  of  the.  place, 
who  led  them  by  the  arms  to  the  town,  where 
they  were  accommodated  with  a  fpacious  lodg 
in  which  they  fat  upon  wooden  feats,  formed  in  the 
fhapes  of  flrange  animals,  with  their  tails  lifted  up 
for  leaning  places,  and  eyes  and  ears  of  gold.  While 
the  Chriflians  lolled  upon  thefe  benches,  called 
duchi ,  the  Indians  fat  around  them  on  the  floor, 
and  then  came  one  by  one  to  kifs  the  hands  and  feet 
of  the  flrangers,  whom  they  fuppofed  had  come  from 
heaven  :  they,  at  the  fame  time,  treated  them  with 
feme  boiled  roots,  not  unlike  chefnuts  in  tafle,  and 
earneflly  entreated  them  to  flay  fome  days,  in  or¬ 
der  to  repofe  and  refrefh  themfelves.  After  the  men 
had  thus  fulfilled  the  rites  of  hofpitality,  they  retired 
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and  made  room  for  the  women,  who,  with  the  fame 
expreflions  of  veneration,  kifTed  the  hands  and  feet 
of  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  likewife  entertained 
with  their  homely  fare.  This  favourable  reception 
they  owed  to  their  two  Indian  attendants,  who  had 
reprefented  the  Chriflians  as  a  humane  and  gene¬ 
rous  people.  When  they  fet  out  on  their  return 
for  the  fhip,  a  great  number  of  people  propofed  to 
accompany  them,  but  they  refufed  this  courteous 
offer,  and  would  accept  of  none  but  the  king  and 
his  fon,  whom  the  admiral  treated  with  great  ci¬ 
vility  and  refpedti  In  their  return,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  this  efcorte,  the  two  Spaniards  had  been 
kindly  entertained  at  feveral  petty  towns,  and  met 
with  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  who  always 
carried  lighted  brands  to  kindle  their  fires,  with 
which  they  roafted  thofe  roots  which  conftituted 
their  chief  food,  and  to  perfume  themfelves  with 
certain  herbs  they  gather’d  for  that  purpofe.  They 
likewife  faw  a  variety  of  birds  and  fowl,  among 
which  were  partridges  and  nightingales,  but  no  qua¬ 
drupeds,  except  thofe  filent  dogs  we  have  already 
mentioned  :  great  part  of  the  land  was  cultivated 
and  bore,  befides  the  bread-root,  and  a  fort  ofjbeans, 
a  kind  of  grain  called  ?naizy  of  which  was  made  a 
very  well  tailed  flour.  Their  principal  manufadfure 
was  cotton,  of  which  the  Chriflians  faw  vafl  quan¬ 
tities  well  fpun  ;  and  this  they  gather  from  trees 
that  grow  fpontaneoufly,  without  the  lead:  ?care  or 
culture.  The  Indians  afterwards  carried  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  this  cotton  on  board  of  the  fhips,  where 
they  exchanged  a  bafketful  for  a  thong  of  leather  ; 
indeed  it  could  be  of  no  great  value  to  themfelves, 
inafmuch  as  they  go  naked,  and  make  nothing  of 
it  but  hammocks  and  fhort  aprons  for  the  wo¬ 
men. 

They  had  no  gold,  pearls  or  fpice,  but  pointed 
towards  the  eaft,  to  a  country  called  Bohio,  in 

which 
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which  there  was  great  plenty — It  was  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  information  that  the  admiral  refolv- 
ed  to  fail  thither ;  but  before  he  departed  from  Cu¬ 
ba,  he  took  twelve  Indians,  men  , women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  whom  he  intended  to  carry  into  Spain  ;  and 
this  feizure  was  made  with  fo  little  difturbance, 
that  a  man  who  was  hufband  to  one  of  the  females, 
came  aboard  in  his  canoe,  and  begged  he  might  ac¬ 
company  his  wife  and  children  :  the  admiral  being 
very  well  pleafed  with  this  inffance  of  natural  affec¬ 
tion,  granted  his  requeff,  and  treated  them  with 
great  tendernefs. 

That  0me  day  being  the  13th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  he  returned  to  the  eaftward  for  the  illand  Bo- 
hio ;  but  the  wind  blowing  hard  at  north,  he  was 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  again,  among  fome 
highlands  near  a  large  harbour  which  he  called  del 
Principe  :  the  fea  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port, 
being  covered  with  iflands  that  lay  fo  clofe  together, 
that  the  greateft  diffance  between  any  two  of  them 
did  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  league  :  they  produced  a 
number  of  green  trees,  among  others  the  maffick, 
aloes  and  palm,  and  though  they  were  not  inhabi¬ 
ted,  the  people  of  Cuba  refort  to  them  in  their  ca¬ 
noes,  and  live  fometime  upon  them,  fupported  by 
the  fifh  and  fowl  they  catch,  together  with  what 
they  find  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  for  they 
are  not  at  all  nice  in  their  appetite :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  make  no  fcruple  to  eat  what  we  think 
not  only  unclean  but  even  venemous,  fuch  as  fpi- 
ders,  raw  fifh  and  worms  that  breed  in  rotten 
wood-— In  one  of  thefe  iflands,  the  Spaniards  kil¬ 
led  a  beafl  like  a  Badger,  caught  a  fifh  that  refem- 
bled  an  hog,  found  a  good  quantity  of  mother  of 
pearl  in  the  Tea,  and  obferved  that  the  rife  and 
fall  of  the  tide  was  more  inconfiderable  than  in  any 
other  place  which  they  had  vifited  in  thefe  Teas. 

On 


7 


OF  COLUMBUS.  23 

On  Monday,  November  1 9th,  Columbus  put  to 
fea  from  Prince’s  Port,  fleering  eaftward  for  the 
Aland  of  Bohio  or  Hifpaniola ;  but  the  wind  being 
contrary,  he  was  forced  to  ply  two  or  three  days 
between  the  iflands  of  Cuba  and  Ifabella  5  and  in 
this  interval,  he  was  deferted  by  Martin  Alonzo  Pin- 
zon,  who  having  been  informed  by  fome  Indians 
whom  he  concealed  in  his  caraval,  that  Bohio 
abounded  with  gold,  made  ufe  of  the  advantage  he 
derived  from  his  veflel  which  was  a  prime  failer, 
and  left  Columbus  in  the  night,  with  a  view  to  an¬ 
ticipate  his  fuccefs,  and  engrofs  the  treafure  of  that 
wealthy  country.-— The  admiral  being  thus  aban¬ 
doned  by  one  of  his  conforts,  and  the  weather 
growing  fo  rough  that  he  could  not  keep  the  fea, 
he  returned  to  another  harbour  in  Cuba,  which  he 
named  St.  Catherine’s :  here  while  the  crews  were 
employed  in  taking  in  wood  and  water,  he  by  acci¬ 
dent  perceived  flgns  of  gold  on  fome  ftones  in  the 
river,  and,  farther  up  in  the  country,  faw  moun¬ 
tains  covered  with  fuch  tall  pines  as  would  furniffi 
mails  for  the  largeft  Chips  5  and  there  was  plenty  of 
excellent  oak  for  planks.  In  his  run  along  the 
coaft,  for  ten  or  twelve  leagues  to  the  fouth-eafl, 
he  difcovered  many  large  rivers  and  excellent  har¬ 
bours,  and  was  fo  raviflied  with  the  beauty  of  the 
country,  that  in  mentioning  the  place  which  he 
called  Puerto  fanto,  he  fays  he  entered  the  river 
where  he  found  from  five  to  eight  fathoms  of  wa¬ 
ter  \  and  proceeding  a  conhderable  way  farther  up 
in  his  boat,  he  was  delighted  with  the  tranfparency 
of  the  water,  through  which  he  could  plainly  fee  the 
fandy  bottom,  and  with  abundance  and  variety  of 
verdant  plains  and  lofty  trees,  inhabited  by  birds  of 
different  notes  and  plumage  ;  fo  that  he  was  even 
tempted  in  this  delicious  fpot  to  fix  his  habitation 
for  life.  In  this  progrefs  he  faw  a  canoe  drawn 
upon  land,  as  large  as  a  twelve  oar  barge,  and  in 

an 
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an  houfe  hard  by,  he  found  a  ball  of  wax  and  a 
man’s  fkull  in  two  bafkets  hanging  at  a  poft  :  but, 
no  perfon  appeared,  from  whom  they  could  re¬ 
ceive  the  leaf!  information.  They  afterwards  faw 
another  canoe  feventy  feet  in  length,  capable  of 
containing  fifty  men,  tho’  made  from  the  fimple 
trunk  of  a  tree, 

Columbus  having  failed  106  leagues  along  fhore, 
arrived  at  the  eaft  end  of  Cuba,  which  he  called 
Alpha;  and  on  Wednefday,  December  5th,  {truck 
oft'  for  Hifpaniola,  which,  tho’  but  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  fixteen  leagues,  he  was  by  the  currents 
prevented  from  reaching  till  next  day,  when  he  an¬ 
chored  in  port  St.  Nicholas,  fo  named  by  him  in 
honour  of  that  faint  whofe  feltival  it  happened  to 
be.  This  harbour  is  large,  deep,  fafe,  and  en- 
compafTed  with  many  tall  trees ;  tho’  the  country  is 
rocky,  and  the  trees  in  general  not  fo  large  as  thofe 
of  Cuba  ;  here  however  he  found  fmall  oaks, 
myrtle  and  other  fhrubs,  with  a  pleafant  river  that 
ran  along  a  plain  towards  the  port,  round  which  he 
faw  canoes  as  large  as  1  5  oar  barges.  However, 
he  could  not  eftablifh  any  intercourfe  with  the  in¬ 
habitants,  who  fled  at  his  approach,  fo  that  he  ran 
along  the  coafi  to  the  northward,  until  he  arrived 
at  a  port  which  he  called  the  Conception,  lying 
almofi:  due  fouth  of  a  fmall  ifland  afterwards  known 
by  the  name  of  Tortuga. 

Obferving  that  this  land  of  Bohio  was  very  ex- 
ienfive,  and  refembled  the  coaft  of  Spain  not  only 
in  the  trees  and  plants,  but  alfo  in  the  fifhes  ;  for 
they  had  caught  loles,  falmon,  pilchards  and  crabs  ; 
the  admiral  bellowed  upon  it  the  appellation  of 
Efpannola— Here  he  faw  numbers  of  natives  who 
fled  from  his  men  with  great  precipitation  ;  but  at 
length,  having  caught  a  young  woman  who  had  a 
plate  of  gold  hanging  at  her  nofe,  fhe  was  carried 
to  the  {hips  and  prefented  with  feveral  baubles, 

fuch 
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fuch  as  bells,  and  glafs,  then,  without  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  leaft  infult,  difmifled  to  the  town  where 
file  dwelt,  attended  by  three  Indians  and  as  many 
Spaniards. 

Next  day,  eleven  men  going  afhore  well  armed, 
travelled  four  leagues  up  the  country  to  a  town  or 
village  confiding  of  a  thoufand  houfes,  and  tHo* 
the  inhabitants  betook  themfelves  to  their  heels,  as 
ufual,  they  foon  returned,  at  the  perfuafion  of  a  St. 
Salvador  Indian,  who  went  after  them,  and  repre- 
fented  the  Chriftians  in  a  favourable  light.  Being 
now  polfeffed  with  a  firm  belief  that  the  Spaniards 
had  come  from  heaven,  they  gazed  upqn  them 
with  equal  aftoniihment  and  awe,  preferred  them 
with  vidfuals,  and  prefled  them  to  flay  all  night  in 
their  village.  The  Spaniards  declined  accepting 
this  invitation,  and  returning  to  the  fhips,  re¬ 
ported  that  the  county  was  pleafant  and  fertile,  and 
the  people  whiter  and  handfomer  than  thofe  whom 
they  had  hitherto  feen  ;  that  they  were  traceable 
and  courteous,  and  gave  them  to  underhand  that 
the  gold  country  lay  farther  to  the  eaftward. 

The  admiral  hearing  this  account,  fet  fail  imme¬ 
diately  ;  and  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  while 
he  plied  between  Hifpaniola  and  Tortuga,  in  a  ve¬ 
ry  rough  fea,  he  took  up  an  Indian  from  a  little 
canoe,  whom  he  was  furprized  to  fee  live  in  fuch 
tempefluous  weather,  and  fet  him  fafe  afhore,  with 
fome  prefents  of  fmall  value.  This  man  having 
fignified  to  his  countrymen  how  kindly  he  had 
been  treated,  they  ventured  to  come  aboard,  but 
brought  nothing  of  confequence,  except  fome  fmall 
grains  of  gold  hanging  to  their  ears  and  noftrils, 
of  which,  as  they  exprefled  by  flgns,  there  was  a 
great  quantity  higher  up  in  the  country. 

Next  day,  while  the  Spaniards  wrere  on  fhore, 
bartering  with  the  cacique  or  lord  of  that  diitinbt 
for  a  plate  of  gold,  a  canoe  with  forty  men  ap- 
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proached  from  the  ifland  of  Tortuga,  and  the 
cacique  no  fooner  perceived  them,  than  he  and  his 
people  fat  down  on  the  ffrand,  in  fignal  that  they 
fhould  not  commit  hofiili ties :  notwithflanding  this 
token  of  peace,  they  landed  ;  upon  which  he  rofe, 
and  by  dint  of  threats  induced  them  to  re-emhark, 
then  he  prefented  a  ffone  to  one  of  the  Spanifh 
ofHcers,  defiring  him  to  throw  it  at  the  Tortugans, 
as  a  proof  that' he  would  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the 
Chriflians  againft  the  Indians  of  the  canoe,  who 
immediately  returned  to  their  own  ifland. 

On  Tuefday  December  1 8th,  the  fame  cacique 
came  down  in  hate,  being  carried  on  a  palankine, 
and  attended  by  two  hundred  men  as  naked  as  him- 
felf;  he  without  fcruple  went  on  board  of  the  ad¬ 
miral,  who  was  at  dinner,  and  entered  the  cabbin 
without  ceremony,  accompanied  by  two  antient 
men,  who  feemed  to  be  his  chief  counfellors,  and 
fat  down  at  his  feet.  He  was  received  with  great 
civility  and  refpedf,  and  treated  with  victuals  and 
wine,  which  having  tafled,  he  fent  ro  his  people 
who  remained  on  deck.  After  dinner,  during 
which  he  and  his  miniflers  fpoke  very  little,  and 
that  with  great  gravity  and  deliberation,  he  pre¬ 
fented  the  admiral  with  a  wrought  girdle  and  two 
thin  pieces  of  gold  ;  in  return  for  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  counterpane,  a  firing  of  fine  amber  beads 
from  the  admiral’s  own  ned,  a  pair  of  red  fhoes, 
and  a  bottle  of  orange-dower  water,  which  were 
fo  agreeable  to  the  prince,  that  he  and  his  counfel¬ 
lors  told  Columbus  the  whole  ifland  was  at  his 
command.---  1  hen  the  admiral  furprized  him  with 
the  fight  of  a  gold  medal  damped  with  the  effigies 
of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  which  he  confidered 
with  admiration,  and  indeed  expreffed  figns  of  aflo- 
nifhment  at  every  thing  he  faw.  In  the  evening  he 
was,  at  his  own  defire,  fent  afhore  in  the  fliip’s  boat, 
and  faluted  with  the  di (charge  of  feveral  guns,  the 
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noife  of  which  filled  him  with  terror  and  amaze¬ 
ment  :  however,  he  was  fo  well  pleaded  with  his 
reception,  that  he  ordered  his  people  to  entertain 
the  Spaniards  who  conduced  him  to  land,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  place  of  his  rendence,  the  admiral’s 
prefents  being  carried  before  him  with  great  pomp 
and  odentation. 

On  Monday  the  24th  of  December,  the  admi¬ 
ral  weighed  and  failed  to  Punta  Sandla,  where  he 
anchored  about  a  league  from  fhore,  and  the  wea¬ 
ther  being  quite  calm,  he  retired  to  red,  which  he 
had  not  enjoyed  for  two  days:  the  crew  followed 
his  example,  and  contrary  to  the  orders  he  had  al¬ 
ways  given,  left  a  boy  at  the  helm.  This  their  ne- 
gledh  and  difobedence  proved  fatal  to  the  vefTel, 
which  about  midnight  was  carried  by  the  current 
upon  a  ridge  of  rocks,  before  one  foul  on  board 
was  aware  of  the  danger.  'The  admiral  himfelf 
was  the  fird,  who  being  waked  by  the  cries  of  the 
boy  at  the  helm,  ran  upon  deck,  where  perceiving 
their  fituation,  he  ordered  the  mader  and  three 
Tailors  to  take  the  boat  and  carry  out  an  anchor 
adern.  They  accordingly  jumped  into  the  boat, 
but  indead  of  obeying  his  directions,  rowed  to  the 
other  caraval,  for  the  prefervation  of  their  own 
lives  :  he  immediately  caufed  the  mads  to  be  cut 
away,  and  the  veffel  to  be  lightened  as  much  as 
podible  ;  but  all  his  efforts  were  ineffediual,  and  the 
water  ebbing  away,  her  feams  opened,  and  all  be¬ 
low  deck  was  full  of  water.  In  this  emergency, 
the  boat  returned  from  the  other  caraval,  which 
would  not  receive  the  men  who  had  run  away  with 
her ;  and  the  admiral  feeing  no  hopes  of  faving  his 
own  diip,  carried  his  men  on  board' of  the  other, 
with  which  he  lay  to  till  morning,  and  then  ap¬ 
proached  the  land  within  the  fhoal,  after  having 
difpatched  meffengers  to  inform  the  king  of  his 
misfortune,  and  follicit  the  adidance  of  the  natives 
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in  unloading  the  veflel.  The  cacique  condoled  the 
Chr-iftians  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  ordered  his 
people  to  repair  in  their  canoes  to  the  wreck,  and 
obey  the  admiral’s  directions.  By  the  affiftance  of 
thefe  horteft  and  friendly  favages,  every  thing  of 
value  was  carried  afhore,  and  depofited  in  houfes 
appointed  for  that  purpofe,  which  were  guarded 
with  fuch  vigilance  and  fidelity,  that  nothing  of 
any  confequence  was  loft. 

On  Wednefday  December  26th,  this  hofpitable 
prince  made  another  vifit  to  the  admiral,  whom  he 
confoled  for  his  lofs  with  many  demonftrations  of 
forrow  and  fympathy,  told  him  he  might  command 
his  whole  fortune,  prefented  him  with  fome  vizor 
mafks,  the  eyes,  nofe  and  ears  of  which  were 
made  of  gold,  and  perceiving  how  fond  the  Spani¬ 
ards  were  of  that  metal,  promifed  to  fend  for  a 
great  quantity  from  a  place  called  Cebao :  mean 
while  a  canoe  arrived  from  fome  other  ifiand,  with 
Indians  who  brought  plates  of  gold  to  exchange  for 
bells,  which  they  valued  above  every  other  commo¬ 
dity  ;  and  the  i'eamen  aftiore  carried  on  a  trade 
with  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  who  came  from  the 
inland  part  of  the  country,  and  bartered  gold  for 
points  and  other  trifles. 

Columbus  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  nature 
and  productions  of  this  ifland,  as  well  as  with  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  that  he  refolved  to 
feale  a  colony  of  Spaniard-,  who,  by  maintaining 
a  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  natives,  might  learn 
their  language  and  cuftoms,  and  acquire  fuch  in¬ 
formal  n  of  the  wealth  and  fituation  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  the  ifland,  as  could  not  fail  turning 
out  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Spain.  This  ftep 
he  was  the  more  encouraged  to  take,  becaufe  ma¬ 
ny  of  his  men  voluntarily  offered  to  ftay,  and  the 
cacique,  far  from  taking  umbrage  at  their  neighbour¬ 
hood,  confidered  them  as  valuable  allies,  who 
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would  protect  them  from  the  invafions  of  the  Car- 
ribee  Indians,  a  favage  race  of  Canibals,  by  whom 
his  fubjedfs  'were  frequently  killed  and  devoured.--- 
Iii  order  to  evince  the  importance  of  his  friendfhip, 
he,  in  prefence  of  this  prince,  whofe  name  was 
Guacanagari,  ordered  a  great  gun  to  be  fired 
again  ft  the  fide  of  the  wreck,  through  which  the 
bullet  penetrated,  and  fell  into  the  water  on  the 
other  fide,  to  the  amazement  of  the  Indians,  who 
believed  that  their  guefts  were  in  pofTeffion  of  hea¬ 
ven’s  thunder,  and  earneftly  implored  their  pro¬ 
tection. 

It  was  therefore  feemingly  in  compliance  with 
the  cacique’s  requeft,  that  the  admiral  ordered  a 
tower  to  be  built  of  the  timber  of  the  wrecked 
veffel,  and  this  being  furnifhed  with  provifion, 
ammunition,  arms  and  cannon,  he  manned  it 
with  a  garrifon  of  fix  and  thirty  men,  under  the 
joint  command  of  James  d5  Arana,  Peter  Gutierres 
and  Roderick  d’  Efkovedo,  whom  he  earneftly  re¬ 
commended  to  the  favour  and  good  offices  of  the 
king  and  his  people.  Having  provided  this  fort 
with  all  neceflaries,  including  the  boat  belonging  to 
the  fbln  that  was  loft,  be  refolved  to  return  diredilv 
to  C  affile,  left  forne  other  misfortune  happening:  to 
t  e  only  ihip  that  now  remained,  might  difable 
him  for  ever  from  giving  their  Catholic  majeflies 
information  of  the  important  difcoveries  he  had 
already  made,  and  the  countries  he  had  annexed  to 
their  dominions.  Having  therefore  made  all  the 
requifite  preparations  for  the  voyage,  he  fet  fail 
from  the  port  of  Nativity,  where  he  had  fettled  this 
firft  Chriftian  colony,  on  Friday  the  4th  day  of 
January  at  fun-rifing,  and  Handing  to  the  north- 
weft,  to .  get  clear  of  the  fhoal  water,  took  fuch 
marks  of  the  land  as  would  enable  him  to  know 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour  in  any  future  expedition. 
The  wind  being  contrary,  he  had  made  but  little 

C  3  way 


3 o  THE  FIRST  VOYAGE 

way  to  the  eaftward,  when  on  Sunday  morning  he 
iel-J  in  with  the  caraval  Pinta,  commanded  by 
Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  who  going  on  board,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  excufe  his  defertion,  by  faying  he  had 
loft  fight* of  the  admiral  in  the  night,  and  alledg¬ 
ing  other  frivolous  reafons,  the  fallacy  of  which 
tho;  Columbus  p'ainly  faw,  he  difguifed  his  fen  ti¬ 
nt  ents,  rather  than  run  any  rifque  of  prejudicing 
the  common  caufe,  by  giving  rife  to  a  dangerous 
diftenfion  ;  for,  almoft  all  the  people  engaged  in 
this  expedition  were  either  relations  or  townfmen 
of  Pinzon. 

He  had  failed  to  a  river  fifteen  leagues  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Nativity,  where  he  fpent  fixteen 
days  in  bartering  with  the  natives  for  gold,  of 
which  he  had  obtained  a  large  quantity,  and  diftri- 
buted  one  half  among  his  crew,  in  order  to  acquire 
popularity,  as  well  as  their  confent  to  keep  what 
remained  for  his  own  ufe :  fo  that  he  carefully 
concealed  his  fuccefs  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
admiral.  After  this  tranfaciion,  he  anchored  at 
Monte  Chrifto,  a  round  hill  like  a  pavilion*  about 
eighteen  leagues  eaft  of  Cape  Santo  j  but,  the 
weather  not  permitting  him  to  proceed,  he  went  in 
his  boat  up  a  river  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  mount, 
and  difcovering  fome  figns  of  gold  duft  in  the  fund, 
called  it  the  river  of  gold,  being  feventeen  leagues 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  Nativity. 

On  Sunday  January  13th,  being  near  Cane  Ena' 
morado,  the  admiral  fent  his  boat  afhore,  where 
there  flood  fome  Indians  with  fierce  countenances, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  making  a  (how  of 
oppofttion,  tho’  they  feemed  to  be  in  great  confler- 
nation.  However,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Salva¬ 
dor  linguift,  they  were  brought  to  a  kind  of  con¬ 
ference,  and  one  of  rhern  venturing  to  go  on  board 
of  the  admiral,  appeared  fo  ferocious,  both  in  his 
fpcech,  and  afpedRwhich  was  fmutted  with  charcoal, 
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that  the  Spaniards  concluded  he  was  one  of  the 
Caribbee  Canibak,  and  that  the  bay  parted  this 
place  from  Hifpaniola:  but,  when  the  admiral 
inquired  ‘  about  the  country  of  the  Carribees,  he 
pointed  with  his  finger  to  an  ifland  farther  eaft,  and 
gave  him  to  underRand  that  there  was  another 
near  it,  wholly  inhabited  by  women  with  whom 
the  Carribees  converfed  at  a  certain  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  carried  off  all  the  male  children  that 
Sprung  from  their  embraces.  Having  anfwered  all 
thefe  interrogations,  partly  by  figns  and  partly  by 
means  of  the  Indian  interpreter,  he  was  enter¬ 
tained  with  victuals,  and  fet  afhore,  with  prefents 
of  glafs  beads,  and  bits  of  red  and  green  cloth, 
that  he  might  perfuade  his  countrymen  to  bring 
clown  go'd  to  barter.— At  the  place  where  he  was 
landed,  there  was  a  fort  of  ambufeade  of  fifty  men 
with  long  hair,  adorned  with  plumes  of  parrot 
feathers  3  who  being  armed  with  bows  and  arrows, 
and  great  cudgels  in  lieu  of  fwords,  refufed  to  car¬ 
ry  .on  any  trade  with  the  Spaniards,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  exhortations  of  their  friend,  but,  on  the 
contrary  treated  them  with  fcorn,  and  even  began 
to  commit  hoftilities.  The  Chriftians,  who  were 
but  feven  in  all,  feeing  them  advance  with  fury  in 
their  looks,  met  them  half  way,  and  charging 
them  with  great  intrepidity,  cut  one  with  a  fword 
on  the  buttock,  and  fhot  another  with  an  arrow  in 
the  bread,  to  the  terror  and  difeomfiture  of  the 
whole  party,  who  forthwith  turned  their  backs  and 
fled,  leaving  their  bows  and  arrows  on  the  fpot; 
ani  many  of  them  would  certainly  have  been 
killed,  had  not  the  pilot  of  the  caraval  interpofed  in 
their  behalf.  1  he  admiral  was  not  difpleafed  at  this 
fkirmifh,  which  he  thought  would  infpire  the  Indi¬ 
ans  with  fuch  high  notions  of  the  valour  of  the 
Chriftians,  as  would  hinder  them  from  making  any 
attempts  to  the  prejudice  of  the  fettlement  at  the 
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Nativity  :  for,  he  did  not  doubt  that  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  ifl'and  would  foon  hear,  how  fevers 
Spaniards  had  attacked,  and  routed  above  fifty  of 
their  mod  warlike  natives. 

Their  bows  were  of  yew,  and  very  near  as  large 
as  thofe  ufed-in  France  and  England,  and  the  ar¬ 
rows  made  of  fmall  {freight  folid  twigs,  about  a 
yard  in  length,  armed  with  fiih-bone  fmeared  with 
poifon  ;  fo  that  the  admiral  gave  to  this  guiph, 
which  the  Indians  called  Samana,  the  name  of 
Golfo  de  Flechas,  that  is  the  Guiph  of  Arrows. 
Here  they  faw  abundance  of  fine  cotton,  and  axi, 
which  is  a  very  pungent  kind  of  pepper,  much 
in  requeft  among  the  natives;  and  on  the  fhore 
grew  a  vaft  quantity  of  thofe  weeds  they  had  feen 
boating  in  the  lea,  during  their  pafiage  from  the 
Canaries. 

On  Wednefday  January  i  6th,  both  caravals  be¬ 
ing  in  a  leaky  condition,  the  admiral  fet  fail  f  r 
Spain  from  the  guiph  of  Samana,  and  Cape  St. 
Elmo  was  the  laft  land  they  faw.  When  they  had 
run  about  forty  leagues  to  the  north-eaft,  the  fea 
feemed  to  be  covered  with  fmall  tunny  fifhes, 
abundance  of  which  they  faw  for  two  or  three  days 
fuccefiively,  together  with  great  numbers  of  fea 
fowl.  Continuing  their  courfe  with  a  fair  wind, 
they  made  fo  much  way,  that  on  the  9th  day  of 
February,  in  the  opinion  of  the  pilots,  they  were 
fouth  of  the  ifiands  Azores ;  but  by  the  admiral’s 
account,  they  were  fhort  of  them  150  leagues  $ 
and  he  was  in  the  right :  for,  they  Fill  faw  abun¬ 
dance  cf  thofe  weeds  which  they  had  not  difco- 
vered  in  their  pafiage  to  the  Weft-Indies,  until 
they  were  263  leagues  to  the  weftw-ard  of  Ferro. 

After  having  hitherto  enjoyed  a  favourable  gale, 
the  wind  began  to  rife,  and  the  fea  to  run  moun¬ 
tains  high ;  and  they  were  overtaken  by  fuch  a 
tempeft  on  the  14th  of  February,  that  they  could 
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not  work  their  veftels-,  which  were  toiled  about  at 
the  mercy  of  the  ftorm.  The  caraval  Pinta  be¬ 
ing  incapable  of  failing  upon  a  wind,  ran  away 
due  north  before  it,  and  in  the  night  loft  fight  of 
the  admiral,  who  Peered  north- eaft,  in  order  to 
fe^ch  the  coaft  of  Spain.  In  confequence  of  this 
reparation,  the  company  of  each  caraval  concluded 
that  the  other  had  perifbed,  and  betaking  them- 
felves  to  adls  of  devotion,  it  fell  to  the  admiral’s 
lot  to  go  a  pilgrimage  for  the  whole  crew  to  our 
lady  of  Guadaloupe ;  one  of  the  feamen  was  deff 
lined  to  go  to  Loretto,  and  another  to  watch  a 
whole  night  at  St.  Olave  of  Moguer  :  in  a  word, 
the  fury  of  the  wind  and  fea  ftill  increafmg,  the 
whole  company  joined  in  a  vow  to  walk  barefoot 
and  in  their  {Flirts  to  fome  church  dedicated  to  the 
Bleffed  Virgin,  upon  the  firft  land  that  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  them.  Their  fituation  was  rendered  ftill 
more  deplorable  by  thefcarcity  of  provifion,  and  the 
want  of  ballaft,  by  which  the  fhip  was  in  danger 
of  being  overfet.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience, 
the  admiral  ordered  his  cafks  to  be  filled  with  fea 
water,  and  that  his  dilcovery  might  have  fome 
chance  of  being  known,  whatever  might  be  the 
fate  of  him  and  his  people,  he  wrote  a  brief  ac¬ 
count  of  it  upon  two  fkins  of  parchment,  which  he 
wrapped  in  oil  cloths,  covered  with  wax,  and  put 
into  feparate  cafks,  which  he  threw  into  the  fea 
after  their  bungs  were  well  fecured  Toping  that  one 
or  other  might  be  taken  up  by  fome  European 
veffel . 

Before  this  ftorm  had  in  the  leaft  abated,  on 
Friday  the  15th  of  February,  at  break  of  day,  one 
of  the  failors  from  the  round  top  difcovered  land 
to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  which  the  pilot  judged  to  be 
the  rock  of  Lifbon,  tho’  the  admiral  luppofed  it  to 
be  one  of  the  Azores :  but  the  weather  being 
unruly  and  the  wind  blowing  off  fttore,  they  difco- 
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vered  another,  which  proved  to  be  St.  Mary,  where 
they  made  fhift  to  anchor  on  Monday,  tho}  not 
without  great  labour  and  difficulty,  the  admiral  be¬ 
ing  lame  of  both  legs,  in  confequence  of  the  fatigue 
he  had  undergone.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifiand, 
who  came  on  board  with  fome  frefh  provifions, 
and  many  compliments  from  the  governor,  who 
lived  at  the  town  which  w7as  at  a  great  diftance, 
were  amazed  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition,  and 
feemed  to  rejoice  at  the  difcovery  of  Columbus. 
'They  were  likewife  furprized  to  fee  he  had  outlived 
the  dorm,  which,  according  to  their  account,  had 
Sailed  fifteen  days  without  intermiffion  ;  and  as  they 
faid,  there  was  in  this  neighbourhood  an  hermitage 
dedicated  to  the  Blefied  Virgin,  the  admiral  and 
crew  refolved  to  perform  their  vow  by  walking 
thither  barefoot,  efpecially  as  the  people  and  go¬ 
vernor  exprefled  fuch  affedlion,  and  belonged  to 
a  prince  in  amity  with  their  Caflilian  majellies. 

He  therefore  fent  the  caravans  boat  alhore, 
with  one  half  of  the  company,  to  fulfil  this  pe¬ 
nance,  with  orders  to  return  immediately,  that  the 
red  might  fucceed  them  in  the  fame  fort  of  devo- 
lion  :  but,  they  had  no  fooner  undrefled  themfelv:  s 
and  begun  their  pr^ceffion,  than  they  were  attacked 
and  made  prifoners  by  the  governor,  and  a  num- 
,  her  of  people  w?ho  had  lain  in  ambufh  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Columbus  having  waited  in  vain,  from  day¬ 
break  till  noon,  for  the  return  of  the  boat,  began 
to  fufpedf  foul  play,  and  as  he  could  not,  where  he 
lay,  difcover  the  hermitage,  he  failed  round  a  point 
from  whence  he  could  fee  it,  and  perceived  a  good 
ma@y  Portuguese  on  horfeback  alight  and  enter 
the  boat,  with  intent,  as  he  fuppofed,  to  attack 
the  caraval.  He  therefore  ordered  his  men  to  be 
upon  their  guard,  and  was  not  without  hope  that 
the  commander  would  come  on  board,  in  whi.h 
cafe  he  would  have  detained  him  as  an  hofiage : 
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but  as  the  Portuguefe  would  not  advance  beyond  a 
certain  diftance,  the  admiral  demanded  their  reafon 
for  committing  fuch  an  outrage  upon  his  men,  who 
had  gone  afhore  upon  the  faith  of  a  fafe  condudf, 
and  gave  him  to  underhand  that  the  king  of  Por¬ 
tugal  would  certainly  be  offended  at  fuch  behavi¬ 
our  to  the  fubjedfs  of  their  catholic  majeffies,  with 
whom  he  was  in  alliance.  To  this  remonftrance, 
the  Portuguese  captain  anfwered,  that  what  they 
had  done  was  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the  king ;  fo 
that  Columbus  imagining  there  W2S  a  breach  be¬ 
tween  the  two  crowns,  called  all  his  people  to  bear 
witnefs  to  what  they  had  heard,  and  directing  his 
difcourfe  to  the  Portuguefe  fwore  he  would  never 
quit  the  caraval,  until  he  fhould  have  taken  roo 
Portuguefe,  and  deftroyed  the  whole  bland.  Mean 
while  he  returned  to  the  port  he  had  left,  but  next 
day  the  wind  increafing,  and  his  riding  being  un- 
fafe,  he  loft  his  anchors,  and  was  obliged  to  ftand 
out  to  fea  towards  the  ifland  of  St.  Michael,  tho’ 
*  not  without  being  expofed  to  great  danger,  as  he 
had  but  three  able  feamen  left,  the  reft  being  boys, 
Indians  and  landmen,  who  underftood  nothing  of 
fea  affairs— Next  day,  the  weather  being  mild,  he 
endeavoured  to  recover  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary, 
which  he  reached  on  Thurfday  21ft,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  foon  after  his  arrival,  the  boat  came  off' 
with  five  men  and  a  notary,  who  upon  proper  fe- 
curity  went  on  board,  and  defired  to  know,  in  the 
governor’s  name,  whence  the  fhip  came,  and 
whether  or  not  the  admiral  had  the  king  of  Spain’s 
commiftion.  Being  fatisfied  in  thefe  particulars, 
they  went  aftiore,  and  releafed  the  Spaniards,  who 
had  been  informed  that  the  king  of  Portugal  had 
fent  orders  to  all  his  governors,  to  fecure,  if  pof- 
fible,  the  perfon  of  the  admiral ;  and  that,  as  this 
fcheme  did  not  fucceed,  they  had  difmiffed  the  pri~ 
loners  whom  they  had  taken. 
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Columbus  having  recovered  his  men,  departed  from 
the  ifland  of  St.  Mary,  on  Sunday  the  24th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  being  in  great  want  of  wood  and  ball aff, 
though  the  wind  was  favourable.  On  the  3d  of 
March  they  were  expofed  to  another  tempeft,  at¬ 
tended  with  lightning  and  thunder,  during  which 
their  fails  were  fp-lit ;  and  they  vowed  another  pil¬ 
grimage  to  our  lady  de.Ci.nta  at  Guelva:  they  now 
ran  under  their  bare  poles  through  a  terrible  Ha,  and 
had  well  nigh  been  loft  on  the  rock  of  Lifbon,  which 
they  accidentally  difcovered  at  midnight,:  this  they 
weathered  with  great  difficulty  ;  and  next  day  being 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  river  Tagus, 
the  admiral  fent  away  an  express  to  their  catholic 
majefties  with  the  news  of  his  arrival;  and  another 
to  the  king  cf  Portugal,  afkir  g  leave  to  anchor  be¬ 
fore  the  city,  as  he  did  not  think  himfeli  fafe  in  his 
prefent  iituation. 

On  ’  uefday  March  5th,  the  rn after  of  a  great 
^ iiard ft  io  came,  with  a  boat  full  of  armed  men  a- 
long  fide  of  the  admiral,  whom  he  required  to  go 
and  give  an  account  of  himfelf  to  the  king’s  off- 
ters,  according  to  the  practice  cf  al!  flips  that 
entered  that  river.  To  this  summons  Columbus 
replied,  that  as  the  king  of  Spain’s  .admiral,  he 
would  not  degrade  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  comply  with 
any  fuch  cliftom,  nor  would  he  fend  the  moft  in- 
conkderabh-  peffon  belonging  to  his  fhip  upon  an 
errand  of  that  nature.  The  Portuguefe  finding 
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him  refolute,  cfefired  he  would  fhew  him  the  king 
of  Spain’s  letter,  that  he  might  fo  far  fatisfy  his 
captain  ;  and  this  requeft  being  complied  with,  he 
returned  to  his  fhip,  and  made  a  fuitable  report  to 
his  commander  Alvaro  de  Acunha,  who  forthwith 
came  on  board  the  caraval,  attended  with  fifes, 
drums,  and  trumpets,  and  welcomed  the  admiral 
with  many  expreftions  of  friendfhip  and  good-will. 
The  nature  of  the  voyage  wa:  no  fo  oner  known  at 
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Lifbon,  than  multitudes  of  people  came  to  fee  the 
Indians,  and  learn  the  particulars  of  this  amazing 
difcovery,  infomuch  that  the  whole  river  was  cover¬ 
ed  with  boats  crowded  with  people,  fome  of  whom 
praifed  God  for  the  fuccefs  of  Columbus,  while  , 
others  bitterly  curbed  the  hard  fate  of  their  nation, 
which  had  loft  fuch  a  prize  through  their  king's 
avarice  or  incredulity. 

This  prince  having  received  the  admiral’s  letter, 
ordeied  his  officers  to  prefent  him  with  all  forts  of 
refrefhment  and  neceftaries,  gratis;  at  the  fame 
time,  he  wrote  to  Columbus,  congratulating  him 
upon  his  happy  return,  and  defiring  to  fee  him  be¬ 
fore  he  fhould  leave  his  dominions.  Columbus  at 
firft  fcrupled  to  accept  of  this  invitation;  but,  con¬ 
sidering  that  the  king  of  Portugal  was  at  peace  with 
his  fovereigns,  and  had  treated  him  with  uncom¬ 
mon  hofpitality  and  regard,  he  refolved  to  wait  up¬ 
on  his  Portuguefe  majefty,  who  then  refided  aboht 
nine  leagues  from  Lifbon,  at  a  place  called  Valpa- 
raifo,  where  the  admiral  arrived  on  Saturday  night, 
being  the  9th  day  of  March.  The  king  ordered 
all  the  nobility  of  the  court  to  go  out  and  meet  him : 
when  he  was  conduced  to  the  prefence,  he  infifted 
upon  his  putting  on  his  cap  and  fitting  down ;  and 
having  with  feeming  pleafure  heard  the  particulars  of 
the  voyage,  offered  to  fupply  him  with  every  thing 
he  wanted,  tho’  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that 
the  conqueft  of  right  belonged  to  him,  in  as  much 
as  Columbus  had  been  once  in  the  fervice  of  Por¬ 
tugal.  The  admiral  modeftly  gave  his  reafons  for 
being  of  a  contrary  opinion;  to  which  the  king 
replied,  it  was  very  well;  he  did  not  doubt  but 
“  juftice  would  be  done.”  This  .converfation  be¬ 
ing  ended,  he  ordered  the  prior  of  Crato  to  enter¬ 
tain  Columbus,  who  having  ftaid  all  Sunday  and 
part  of  xMonday,  took  his  leave,  after  having  been 
treated  by  his  majefty  with  great  honour,  and  tempt- 
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ed,  by  very  confiderable  offers,  to  reingage  in  his 
fervice.  He  was  alter  ded  in  his  return  by  Don 
Martin  de  Nor  on  ha,  and  many  other  persons  of 
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rank  ;  and  as  he  nailed  by  a  monaflery  where  the 
queen  was,  (he  deiired  to  fee  him,  and  received 
his  vi fit  with  great  refpect.  That  fame  night,  a 
gentleman  came  from  the  king,  to  tell  him,  that  if 
he  was  inclined  to  go  to  Caftile  by  land,  he  would 
accompany  and  provide  him  with  accommodations 
on  the  road,  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  Portugal. 
He  declined  this  offer  with  fuitable  acknowledge¬ 
ments,  and  Petting  fail  from  the  river  of  Li  Ron  on 
Wednefday  March  13th,  arrived  on  the  Friday  fol¬ 
lowing  at  Saltes,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  port 
of  Palos,  from  whence  lie  had  departed  on  the  3d 
day  of  Augufl  in  the  preceding  year. 

On  his  landing,  he  was  received  by  all  tbs  people 
in  procefhon,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  his  profpe- 
rous  fuccefs,  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  redound 
fo  much  to  the  advantage  of  Chriftianity,  and 
the  grandeur  of  their  catholick  majeflies.  By  this 
time  Pinzon  had  arrived  in  Galicia,  and  defigned  to 
carry  in  per  fan  the  news  of  the  difeovery  to  court, 
when  he  recei  ed  orders  forbidding  him  to  come 
without  the* admiral,  under  whofe  command  he  had 
been  fent  on  the  expedition.  1  his  mortifying  re- 
pul  fe  made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  him,  that  he 
fell  Tick  ;  and  returning  to  his  native  place,  in  a  few 
days  died  of  grief  and  vesation. 

Mean  while  Columbus  fet  out  for  Sevil,  in  his 
way  to  Barcelona,  where  their  majeflies  at  that  time 
refided  ;  and  the  roads  were  crowded  by  all  forts  of 
people,  who  flocked  together  to  fee  him  and  the  In¬ 
dians  in  his  train.  About  the  middle  of  April  he 
arrived  at  Barcelona*  where  he  was  received  in  the 
mofl  folemn  manner  by  the  whole  court  and  city  : 
their  catholick  majeflies,  who  fat  in  pubiick  upon 
rich  chairs,  under  a  canopy  of  cloth  of  gold,  flood 

up 


OF  COLUMBUS.  39 

up  when  he  approached  to  kifs  their  hands,  caufed 
him  to  be  feated  in  their  prefence,  and  treated  him 
as  a  grandee  of  the  firft  order,  who  had  done  the 
moil  important  fervice  to  his  country  :  nay,  fo 
highly  favoured  was  he  for  his  merit  and  fuccefs, 
that  when  the  king  rode  about  Barcelona,  Colum¬ 
bus  was  always  at  his  fide,  an  honour  which  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  conferred  before  upon  any  but  the  princes 
of  the  blood. 

Nor  was  their  regard  confined  to  unfubilantial 
forms  ;  he  was  gratihed  with  new  patents,  enlarg¬ 
ing,  explaining,  and  confirming  the  privileges 
which  he  had  before  obtained;  and  extending  his 
.viceroy y  and  admiralfhip  over  all  the  countries  he 
had  discovered,  as  well  as  thole  he  fhould  difcover  : 
for  it  was  refolved  that  he  fhould  return  to  the  Weft 
Indies  with  a  powerful  armament  to  fupport  the  co¬ 
lony  he  had  fettled,  and  proceed  with  oth  r  difcove- 
ries :  and  in  the  mean  time  they  folicited  and  procu¬ 
red  from  pope  Alexander  VI.  an  exclufive  title  to  all 
the  lands  they  fhould  find  and  fubdue  in  that  directi¬ 
on,  as  far  as  the  Eaft  Indies. 
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The  Second  Voyage  of  Columbus. 

L  L  the  neceflary  meafures  being  taken  at 


court,  for  the  fuceefs  of  his  fecond  expedi¬ 


tion,  admiral  Columbus  departed  for  Sevil,  where 
he  exerted  himfelf  with  fuch  diligence,  that  in  a 
little  time  feventeen  veflels  of  different  fize's  were 
ready  to  fail,  well  Bored  with  provifions  and  other 
neceffaries,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Indian  co¬ 
lonies.  Many  handicraftfmen  and  labourers  were  en¬ 
gaged  for  this  fervice,  while  the  thirft  of  gold,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  adventurers,  drew  together 
fuch  a  fwarmof  volunteers,  that  he  found  it  absolute¬ 
ly  neceffary  to  rejedf  a  great  number,  until  another 
opportunity  fhould  offer,  and  for  the  prefent  reftrieft 
himfelf  to  fifteen  hundred  perfons  of  all  forts,  who 
adfually  embarked  on  this  undertaking. 

Having  taken  on  board  fome  horfes,  afies,  and 
other  animals,  which  multiplied,  and  were  after¬ 
wards  of  great  ufe  in  the  plantations,  and  being 
well  furnilhed  with  all  forts  of  utenfils  and  commo¬ 
dities  for  trade,  the  admiral  failed  from  the  road  of 
Cadiz,  where  the  fleet  was  equipped,  on  the  25th 
of  September  149  3,  an  hour  before  fun-rifing,  and 
flood  fouth-weft  for  the  Canary  ifiands,  where  he 
intended  to  take  in  fome  refrefhment.  On  the 
28th,  being  100  leagues  from  Spain,  they  faw  abun¬ 
dance  of  land-fowl,  fuch  as  turtle-doves  and  other 
fmall  birds,  palling  from  the  Azores  to  winter  in 
Africa.  On  Wednefday  Odfober  2d,  he  anchored 
at  Gran  Canaria,  and  at  midnight  failed  again  for 
Gomara,  where  he  arrived  on  the  5th  day  of  Odlo- 
ber,  and  gave  orders  for  fupplying  the  Blips  with 
all  pofiible  difpatch. 
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His  directions  being  followed,  he,  on  the  7th 
of  October,  took  his  departure  for  the  Indies,  af¬ 
ter  having  delivered  fealed  orders  to  every  (hip, 
not  to  be  opened  unlefs  they  fhould  be  feparated 
from  him  by  ftrefs  of  weather.  They  ran  400 
leagues  weft  of  Gomara  with  a  profperous  gale,  and 
were  furprifed  that  they  did  not  meet  with  any  of 
thofe  weeds  which  they  had  in  their  firft  voyage 
feen  before  they  had  made  much  more  than  half 
that  way.  On  Saturday  the  26th,  at  night,  the 
feamen  perceived  upon  the  round  top,  thofe  lights 
which  they  call  the  body  of  St.  Elmo,  to  whom  they 
fing  litanies  and  prayers,  in  full  confidence  that  no 
danger  will  enfue,  let  the  ftorm  be  never  fo  vio¬ 
lent. 

On  Saturday  the  id  of  November,  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  admiral  perceiving  a  great  alteration  in  the 
winds  and  fky,  that  poured  down  a  deluge  of  rain, 
concluded  he  was  near  fome  land  ;  and  almoft  all 
the  fails  being  taken  in,  ordered  the  crew  to  keep 
a  Iharp  look-out.  This  was  far  from  being  a  ground- 
lefs  precaution ;  for,  as  foon  as  day  began  to  breaks 
they  defcried,  about  feven  leagues  to  the  weftward, 
a  high  mountainous  ifland,  which  the  admiral  na¬ 
med  Dominica,  becaufe  it  was  difcovered  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning.  Much  about  the  fame  time,  they 
fpied  three  other  iflands  ;  and  the  people  aflembling 
on  the  poop,  fung  the  falve  regina ,  and  returned 
thanks  to  God  for  their  wonderful  fuccefs,  in  hav¬ 
ing  failed  near  800  leagues  in  the  fpafce  of  twenty 
days.  There  being  no  convenient  place  for  anchor¬ 
ing  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Dominica,  they  flood  over 
to  another,  which  the  admiral  called  Marigalante, 
after  his'  own  (hip;  and  there  landing,  he,  with  the 
ufual  folemnity,  confirmed  the  pofleffion  he  had  for¬ 
merly  taken  of  all  the  ifiands  and  continent  of  the 
Weft-Indies  for  the  king  and  queen  of  Spain. 
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On  Monday  November  4th,  be  failed  from  hence 
northward  by  another  great  ifland,  which  lie  deno¬ 
minated  St.  Mary  of  Guadaloupe,  in  confequence 
of  a  promife  he  had  made  to  the  friars  belonging  to 
the  convent  of  that  name:  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues  from  this  fhore,  they  perceived  a  very  high 
rock,  ending  in  a  point,  from  whence  gufhed  a 
large  firearm  of  water,  which  fell  with  a  prodigious 
noife.  Some  men  being  fent  a-fhore  in  the  boat, 
went  up  to  a  fort  of  town,  which  was  abandoned  by 
all  the  inhabitants,  except  fame  children,  to  whofe 
arms  the  Spaniards  tied  a  few  bawbles,  in  token  of 
friendfhip.  They  faw  geefe  like  thofe  of  Europe, 
abundance  of  very  large  parrots,  pompions,  and  pine 
apples  growing  wild,  of  exnuifite  taffe  and  flavour. 
They  likewife  faw  different  kinds  of  ftrange  fruits, 
cotton,  hammocks,  bows  and  arrows,  and  other 
things,  which  they  left  untouched,  that  the  owners 
might  have  the  better  opinion  of  their  morals.  Next 
day  the  admiral  fent  two  boats  a-fhore,  with  orders 
to  take,  if  poffible,  fome  of  the  natives,  from  whom 
they  might  obtain  fome  important  information  ;  and 
they  returned  with  two  young  men,  who  faid  they 
were  of  another  ifland,  and  taken  prifoners  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Guadaloupe.  The  boats  going  afhore 
again  for  fome  of  the  people  whom  they  had  left, 
found  fix  women  who  had  fled  to  them,  and  defired 
to  be  carried  on  board;  thefe  the  admiral  prefen  ted 
with  beads  and  bells,  and  difmiffed,  much  againft 
their  inclinations  ;  and  they  were  no  fooner  landed, 
than  the  Caribbees  robbed  them  of  their  ornaments, 
in  fight  of  the  Spaniards.  The  next  time  the  boat’s 
crew  landed,  thefe  poor  creatures  leaped  into  the 
boat,  imploring  protection  from  the  cruelty  of  the 
iflanders,  who,  they  fignified,  had  eaten  their  huf- 
bands,  and  kept  themfeives  in  flavery.  They  were 
therefore  brought  aboard  the  admiral,  whom  they 
gave-  to  underftand,  that  there  were  towards  the 
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iouth  many  iflands,  and  a  large  continent,  from 
which,  in  former  times,  canoes  had  come  to  barter  ; 
and  they  pointed  out  the  filiation  of  Hifpaniola  ; 
whither  he  would  have  fleered  without  delay,  had 
he  not  been  informed,  that  one  Mark  a  captain  had, 
without  his  leave,  gone  a-ihore  before  day,  with 
eight  men,  and  was  not  yet  returned;  fo  that  he 
was  obliged  to  flay  and  fend  people  in  queft  of  him, 
with  trumpets  and  mufkets,  the  noife  of  which  might 
be  heard  through  the  woods,  that  were  almoft  im- 
paffible.  However,  this  fearch  proving  fruitlefs,  he 
fent  another  detachmeut  of  forty  men,  under  cap¬ 
tain  Hoieda,  with  orders  to  range  through  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  make  obfervations  on  its  productions.  They 
found  maflick,  aloes,  fanders,  ginger,  frankincenfe, 
fome  trees  that  refembled  cinnamon  in  tafte  and  fmell, 
and  abundance  of  cotton  :  they  faw  fauicons,  kites, 
herons,  daws,  turtles,  partridges,  geefe  and  nigh¬ 
tingales  ;  and  affirmed,  that  in  travelling  fix  leagues 
they  croffed  fix  and  twenty  rivers,  feveral  of  which 
were  very  deep :  this  however,  muft  have  been  a 
miftake,  into  which,  in  all  probability,  they  were 
led  by  the  ruggednefs  of  the  country,  that  compel¬ 
led  them  to  crofs  the  fame  river  a  -great  many  dif¬ 
ferent  times. 

While  they  were  employed  in  this  excurfion,  the 
flragglers  returned  to  their  fhip  of  their  own  accord, 
and  faid,  they  had  been  bewildered  in  the  woods  ; 
but  the  admiral  punifhed  their  prefumption,  by  or¬ 
dering  the  captain  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  the  reft 
to  be  curtailed  in  their  allowance  of  provifion.  This 
example  being  made,  he  himfeif  landed,  and  entered 
fome  of  the  Indian  houfes,  where  he  found  a  great 
deal  of  cotton,  fpun  and  unfpun,  together  with  a- 
bundance  of  human  fkuils  and  bones  hung  up  in 
bafkets:  and  he  obferveu  that  the  natives  here  were 
better  accommodated  with  lodging,  neceflaries,  and 
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provifion,  than  thofe  of  the  iflands  which  he  bad  vi- 
fited  in  his  firft  voyage. 

On  Sunday,  November  loth,  he  weighed  an¬ 
chor,  and  failed  with  the  whole  fleet  towards  the 
north-weft  in  queft  of  Hifpaniola,  paffed  an  ifland 
he  called  Monferatte,  on  account  of  its  height,  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  as  he  learned  from  his  Indi¬ 
ans,  had  been  totally  devoured  by  the  Caribbees; 
coafted  along  St.  Mary  Redonda,  fo  named  from 
its  round  figure  \  failed  by  Sta.  Maria  la  Antigua,  ex¬ 
tending  to  above  twenty  eight  leagues ;  and  hold¬ 
ing  on  his  courfe  faw,  to  the  north- weft  and  fouth- 
eaft,  feveral  other  high  and  woody  iflands,  in  one  of 
which,  intituled  St.  Martin,  he  came  to  an  anchor, 
and  when  they  weighed,  pieces  of  coral  were  found 
flicking  on  the  flukes.  On  Thurfday,  November- 
13th,  he  anchored  again  on  account  of  bad  wea¬ 
ther,  at  another  ifland,  where  he  ordered  feme  In¬ 
dians  to  be  taken,  that  they  might  inform  him  of 
his  true  fituation.  Accordingly  four  women  and 
three  children  being  kidnapped  by  the  boat’s  crew, 
they  put  off  from  fhore,  and  in  their  way  to  the  fhip 
met  with  a  canoe,  in  which  were  four  men  and  one 
woman,  who  perceiving  they  could  not  make  their 
efcape,  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and 
the  female  Ihot  an  arrow  with  fuch  force  and  dex¬ 
terity,  that  it  adtually  went  through  a  ftrong  tar¬ 
get.  But  the  Spaniards  endeavouring  to  board  them, 
overfet  the  canoe,  fo  that  they  betook  themfelves  to 
fwimming,  and  one  of  them  ufed  his  bow  in  the 
water  as  dextroufly  as  if  he  had  been  on  dry  land  :  all 
the  males  were  eunuchs,  who  had  been  gelt  by  the 
Caribbees,  as  the  capons  are  made  in  Europe,  with 
a  view  to  their  improvement  in  fatnefs. 

The  admiral  departing  hence,  continued  his  courfe 
weft  north-weft,  leaving  to  the  northward  fifty  if¬ 
lands,  the  largeft  of  which  he  called  St.  Urfula,  and 
on  the  reft  he  bellowed  the  appellation  of  the  Eleven 
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thou  find  Virgins;  then  he  anchored  in  a  bay,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  what  he  termed  St.  John  Baptift, 
where  the  men  caught  fkate,  olaves,  pilchards,  and 
(had,  and  faw  faulcons,  and  fhrubs  like  wild  vines  : 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  bay  they  vifited  fome  well 
built  houfes,  with  afquare  in  their  front,  from  which 
was  a  fpacious  road  down  to  the  fea,  flanked  on 
both  Tides  with  cane  towers,  the  tops  of  which  were 
curioufly  interwoven  with  greens ;  and  at  the  end 
of  it,  next  the  fea,  flood  a  lofty  gallery  or  balcony, 
large  enough  to  hold  ten  or  twelve  perfons. 

On  Friday  14th,  he  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Samana, 
on  the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  where  he  fent  on 
fhore  one  of  his  Indians,  who  was  a  native  of  that 
part,  and  now  being  converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith, 
undertook  for  the  fubmiffion  of  all  his  countrymen : 
from  thence  continuing  his  courfe  for  the  town  of 
the  Nativity,  he  was  at  cape  Angel  vifited  by  fome 
Indians,  who  came  aboard  to  barter ;  and  coming  to 
an  anchor  in  the  port  of  Monte  Chrifto,  fome  of 
his  men  difcovered,  near  a  river,  two  bodies  of 
men  with  a  rope  made  of  a  kind  of  broom  about 
their  necks,  and  their  arms  extended  upon  a  piece 
of  wood  in  form  of  a  crofs ;  and  this  circumftance 
was  looked  upon  as  a  bad  omen,  though  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  difcover  whether  they  were  Chriftians  or 
natives  of  the  country. 

Next  day,  being  the  26th,  a  number  of  Indians 
came  aboard,  with  great  confidence  and  appearance 
of  friendftiip,  and  pronounced  feveral  Spanilh  words 
they  had  learned  from  the  fettlers,  fo  that  the  admi¬ 
ral  was  eafed  of  the  apprehenfions  he  had  begun  to 
conceive;  as  he  could  not  imagine  they  would  have 
behaved  with  fuch  freedom  and  unconcern,  had  they 
been  confcious  to  themfelves  of  having  injured  the 
Chriftians  Next  day,  however,  put  an  end  to  his 
doubts ;  for,  when  he  anchored  near  the  town  of 
the  Nativity,  fome  Indians  came  along  fide  in  a 
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canoe,  and  enquired  for  him  by  name,  and  being 
fatisfied  that  he  was  there,  went  on  board  with  two 
mafks,  and  a  compliment  from  the  cacique  Gua- 
canagari.  From  thefe  people  he  had  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  to  learn,  that  the  greateft  part  of  his  fettlers 
were  dead,  and  the  r eft  gone  to  other  countries : 
and  tho’  he  fufpected  foul  play,  he  concealed  his 
fufpicions  for  the  prefent,  and  that  fame  night  dif- 
mifled  the  meflengers  with  fome  utenfils  of  fattin 
and  other  bawbles  for  their  prince. 

When  he  entered  the  port  of  the  Nativity,  he  faw 
nothing  but  ruin  and  defolation  ;  the  town  was  burnt 
to  the  ground,  and  not  a  foul  appeared  upon  the 
beach  ;  and  when  he  fent  fome  of  his  people  on  fhore 
to  gather  tidings,  they  found  the  bodies  of  eleven 
Spaniards,  who  feemed  to  have  been  a  month  dead. 
While  he  ruminated  with  forrow  and  refen tment  on 
this  unfortunate  event,  he  was  vilited  by  Guacana- 
gari’s  brother,  who  came  down,  attended  by  fome 
Indians,  and  told  him,  that  he  had  fcarce  fet  fail  on 
his  return  to  Spain,  when  thole  he  had  left  behind 
began  to  quarrel  among  them fe Ives,  every  man  en¬ 
deavouring  to  amafs  as  much  gold  as  he  could  find, 
and  taking  as  many  wives  from  among  the  natives 
as  his  appetite  or  rather  his  extravagance,  feemed  to 
require;  that  Peter  Gutierres  and  Efcovedo  having 
killed  one  Iago,  had  with  nine  others  retired  into 
the  dominions  of  a  cacique  called  Caunaho,  lord 
of  the  mines,  who  put  them  all  to  death,  and  after¬ 
wards  came  down  with  a  great  number  of  men 
to  deftroy  the  town.  At  that  time,  James  de 
Arana  with  ten  men  were  left  to  guard  the  fort,  the 
red  having  difperfed  themfelves  about  the  ifland  ; 
and  Caunaba,  who  ftole  upon  them  by  night,  fet- 
ting  fire  to  their  houfes,  they  fled  into  thefea,  where 
eight  of  them  perifhed,  and  the  other  three  were 
flain  on  fhore,  while  Guacanagari  himfelf,  who  had 
joined  the  Spaniards,  was  obliged  to  fly,  after  hav¬ 
ing 
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ing  received  a  dangerous  wound,  by  which  he  was 
then  confined  to  his  houfe,  fo  that  he  could  not  wait 
upon  the  admiral  according  to  his  inclination.  This 
fiery  exahily  agreeing  with  the  intelligence  he  receiv¬ 
ed  from  fome  Spaniards,  who  had  been  fent  up  the 
country  to  reconnoitre,  and  had  actually  feen  Gua- 
canagari  at  his  own  houfe,  the  admiral  paid  him  a 
vifit  next  day,  and  was  received  with  all  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  cordiality  and  concern  :  the  cacique  repeat¬ 
ed  the  melancholy  tale  with  marks  of  unfeigned  fur¬ 
row,  (hewed  his  own  wound  and  thofe  of  his  men, 
which  had  been  received  in  defence  of  the  Chriflians, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  made  with  Indian  wea¬ 
pons  j  and  the  compliments  of  condolance  being 
paft,  he  prefented  him  with  eight  firings  of  fmall 
beads,  compofed  of  white,  green,  and  red  flones, 
a  firing  of  geld  beads,  a  regal  crown  of  the  fame 
metal,  and  three  fmall  calabafhes,  full  of  gold  duff, 
weighing  about  two  pounds.  In  return  for  thefe  va¬ 
luable  prefents,  the  admiral  gave  him  toys  to  the  a- 
mount  of  three  reals,  or  eighteen  pence,  which  he 
prized  at  a  very  high  rate.  Though  he  was  extreme¬ 
ly  ill,  he  infilled  on  accompanying  his  guefl  to  the 
fleet,  where  he  was  courteoufly  entertained,  and 
very  much  furprized  at  fight  of  fome  horfes ;  and  he 
was  afterwards  inilructed  in  the  myileries  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  which  he  at  firfl:  had  made  fome 
fcruple  to  embrace. 

The  admiral  being  difgufted  at  this  place,  which 
had  been  the  feene  of  fo  many  difaflers  to  him  and 
his  people,  and  knowing  that  in  the  neighbourhood 
there  were  more  commodious  places  for  a  fettlement, 
failed  to  the  eaflward  with  the  whole  fleet,  on  Satur¬ 
day  December  7th,  and  next  day  came  to  an  anchor 
among  the  fmall  iflands  of  Monte  Cbriflo,  which, 
tho>  deftitute  of  trees,  are  neverthelefs  pleafant ;  for 
in  that  winter  feafon  they  abounded  with  flowers, 
nefls  full  of  young  birds,  and  every  other  production 
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of  fummer.  Weighing,  however,  he  failed  from 
hence,  and  anchored  before  an  Indian  town,  where 
he  refolved  to  plant  a  colony. 

With  this  view,  all  the  men  defigned  for  fettlers, 
together  with  provifion  and  proper  utenfils,  were 
landed  in  a  plain,  where  he  built  a  tower  called  Ifa- 
bella,  in  honour  of  the  queen.  This  was  judged  a 
very  convenient  fpot,  becaufe  it  was  under  a  rock  on 
which  a  fort  might  be  ere&ed :  the  harbour  was  very 
large,  and  atthediftance  of  a  bow-lhot  ran  a  river 
of  delicate  water,  from  which  canals  might  be  drawn 
through  the  middle  of  the  town:  and  beyond  it  lay  an 
extenfive  open  plain,  from  which,  the  Indians  laid, 
the  mines  of  Ceboa  were  not  very  difiant.  From 
the  1 1  th  day  of  December  the  admiral  was  eager- 
ly  employed  in  regulating  thisfettlement,  which  be¬ 
ing  tolerably  well  adjufted,  he  fent  Alonzo  de  Hoie- 
da,  with  fifteen  men,  in  quell  of  the  gold  mines  ; 
and  on  the  2d  day  of  February  he  difmified  twelve 
ihips  of  his  fleet  to  Caftile,  under  the  command  of 
Capt,  Antonio  de  Torres.  Hoieda  foon  returned, 
and  gave  the  following  account  of  his  expedition. 
On  the  fecond  day  he  layat  the  pafs  of  an  almoft 
inaccellible  mountain ;  at  the  diftance  of  every 
league  he  found  a  cacique,  by  whom  he  was  ho- 
fpitably  received ;  and  continuing  his  journey,  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  fixth  day  at  the  mines  of  Cebao,  where 
he  a&ually  faw  the  Indians  take  up  gold  from  a 
fmall  river,  as  they  afterwards  did  from  many  others 
of  the  fame  province.  This  information  was  ex¬ 
tremely  agreeable  to  the  admiral,  who  was  juft  re¬ 
covered  from  a  fit  of  illnefs,  occafioned  by  fatigue  5 
and  on  Wednefday  March  12th  he  fetout  from  Ifa- 
bella  for  Cebao,  attended  by  all  the  people  who  were 
in  health,  on  foot  and  a  horfeback,  except  a  ftrong 
guard  which  he  left  inthetwolhips,  and  three  cara- 
vals,  that  remained  under  the  command  of  his  brother 
James  Columbus.  This  precaution  he  took  in 
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confequence  of  a  confpiracy  which  he  had  dete£led 
on  board,  headed  by  one  Bernarde  de  Pifa,  who 
had  embarked  from  Spain  in  quality  of  comptrol¬ 
ler  to  their  catholick  majefties.  He  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  the  admiral’s  diforder,  to  tamper  with 
fome  of  the  men  who  were  difappointed  of  the 
gold  which  they  expected  to  find  without  the  leaf!: 
trouble,  and  didatisfied  with  the  regulations  of  the 
new  fettlement ;  and  formed  the  defign  of  revolting 
from  the  admiral,  and  feizing  the  fhips,  in  which  he 
purpofed  to  return  to  Spain  :  but  the  combination 
being  difcovered,  Columbus  fecured  the  ringleader, 
until  he  fhould  have  an  opportunity  of  fending  him 
home  to  undergo  his  trial ;  and  having  taken  proper 
meafures  for  preventing  fuch  a  mutiny  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  departed  for  Ciboa,  with  neceffaries  to  build 
a  fort  in  that  province,  for  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who 
fhould  be  left  to  gather  gold  among  the  Indians, 
That  he  might  the  more  intimidate  and  awe  thefe 
favages,  he  made  a  parade  of  all  his  people,  whom 
he  ordered  to  march  through  their  villages  in  rank 
and  file,  with  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  trum¬ 
pets  founding,  and  colours  flying.  He  took  his  route 
along  the  river  that  runs  by  Ifabella,  eroded  another 
not  fo  large,  and  lay  in  a  pleafant  plain,  extending 
to  the  foot  of  a  craggy  hill ;  and  forming  a  pafs, 
which  he  called  Puerto  de  Ios  Hidalgos,  or  of  the 
Gentlemen,  becaufe  fome  gentlemen  had  gone  be¬ 
fore  to  widen  the  road  ;  for  the  Indians  never  make 
a  path  that  will  allow  above  one  man  to  pafs  at  a 
time.  Next  day  he  entered  a  large  plain,  in  which 
he  travelled  five  leagues,  and  fpent  the  night  near 
a  great  river,  which  the  men  eroded  on  floats  and 
in  canoes  :  this,  which  he  named  the  river  of  Canes, 
falls  into  the  fea  at  Monte  Chrifto.  In  his  march 
he  paded  by  many  Indian  towns,  compofed  of  round 
thatched  houfes,  the  doors  of  which  were  fo  fmail, 
that  no  perfon  could  enter  without  Hooping  very  low. 
Vol.  I.  D  l  he 
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The  inhabitants  Teemed  to  have  every  thing  in  com¬ 
mon,  and  had  no  notion  of  private  property  among 
the  Chriflians ;  for  they  attempted  to  take  from  the 
Spaniards  any  thing  which  they  chanced  to  like,  and 
were  furprifed  at  meeting  with  a  repulfe.  The 
whole  way  was  diverfified  with  pleafant  mountains 
covered  with  wild  vines,  aloes,  caffia,  and  that  tree 
which  is  faid  to  produce  the  fcammony. 

On  Friday,  March  14th,  the  admiral  fet  forwards 
from  the  River  of  Canes ;  and  having  proceeded  a 
league  and  an  half,  arrived  at  the  banks  of  another, 
which  he  named  the  river  of  Gold,  hecaufe  here  they 
gathered  fome  duft  and  grains  of  that  metal.  He 
pailed  this  large  body  of  water  with  fome  difficulty, 
on  the  other  fide  of  which  he  found  a  large  town, 
and  all  the  houfes  Tout  againft  him  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  had  barred  their  doors  with  canes,  which 
they  look  upon  as  an  impregnable  defence.  This 
night  he  lay  on  the  bank  of  another  fine  river,  which 
he  chrillencd  the  Green  River ;  and  continuing  his 
journey  next  day,  paiTed  by  fome  great  towns,  for¬ 
tified  like  that  which  we  have  already  mentioned  : 
by  this  time  the  men  began  to  be  tired  with  the  fa¬ 
tigue  of  travelling,  and  he  chofe  his  night’s  lodging 
at  the  foot  of  a  rugged  mountain,  which  he  deno¬ 
minated  port  Cibao,  becaufe  here  the  province  of 
that  name  begins.  From  hence  he  fent  back  fome 
mules  to  Ifabella  for  a  frefh  fupply  of  provifion  ; 
and  thefe  being  returned,  he  on  the  16th  day 
of  Adarch  entered  the  province  of  Cibao,  which, 
though  rough  and  fiony,  yields  plenty  of  grafs,  and 
is  watered  by  fiveral  rivers  abounding  with  gold, 
which  is  wafhed  down  from  the  mountains  :  but  in 
this  whole  province,  which  is  as  large  as  Portugal, 
there  are  few  or  no  trees,  except  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivers,  where  fome  pines  and  palms  are  found. 

This  country  being  very  craggy,  and  at  a  good 
diftance  from  Ifabella,  which  lay  eighteen  leagues 
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to  the  northward,  he  ordered  a  fort  to  be  built  in  a 
very  flrong,  tho’  pleafant  fituation,  to  command 
the  country  about  the  mines,  and  protect  the  Chrl- 
Ilian  adventurers.  This, '  which  he  called  the  caftle 
of  St.  Thomas,  was  garrifoned  by  fifty  fix  men,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Peter  Margarite,  and  among 
thefe  were  workmen  of  all  forts,  to  finifh  and  re- 
pair  the  fort,  which  was  built  with  clay  and  timber, 
of  force  fufficient  to  withftand  the  attempts  of  any 
number  of  Indians  who  might  come  againfi:  it. 

The  admiral  having  given  proper  directions  touch¬ 
ing  the  fupport  of  this  work,  fet  out  on  his  return 
for  Ifabella,  and  was  met  by  numbers  of  the  na¬ 
tives  who  came  to  fell  their  provifions,  which 
chiefly  confided  of  garlick,  and  a  fort  of  bread :  and 
on  Sunday,  March  29th,  he  arrived  at  his  new  co¬ 
lony,  where  he  found  melons  already  fit  to  eat,  tho* 
the  feed  had  not  been  above  two  months  in  the 
ground.  Cucumbers  came  to  perfection  in  twenty 
days ;  and  a  wild  vine  of  the  country,  being  pruned, 
produced  large  and  excellent  grapes.  Next  day, 
being  the  30th,  a  peafant  gathered  ears  of  wheat, 
which  he  had  fown  in  the  latter  end  of  January: 
vetches,  improved  in  the  foil,  produced  a  ripe  crop 
in  twenty  five  days  after  they  were  fown.  The 
Hones  of  fruit  fprouted  out  in  feven  days ;  the  vine 
branches  put  forth  in  the  fame  time,  yielding  green 
grapes  in  five  and  twenty  days,  and  fugar  canes  bud¬ 
ded  in  the  like  fpace.  So  that  the  admiral  was  per¬ 
fectly  well  pleafed  with  the  climate,  the  foil,  and 
the  water,  which  was  extremely  pure,  cool,  whole- 
fome  and  palatable. 

On  Tuefday,  April  iff,  a  mefTenger  arrived  from 
St.  I  homas,  with  intelligence,  that  the  cacique 
Caunabo  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for 
attacking  the  fort  :  and  tho’  Columbus  paid  but 
little  regard  to  this  report,  bccaufe  he  knew  how 
httle  the  natives  were  to  be  feared,  efpecially  as  they 
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were  fo  much  terrified  by  the  horfes,  that  they  durfl 
not  venture  to  approach  thofe  animals;  neverthe- 
lefs,  as  he  intended  to  go  to  Tea  with  his  three  ca- 
ravals,  in  order  to  difcover  the  continent,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  leave  every  thing  quiet  behind  ;  and  for  that 
purpofe  fent  a  reinforcement  of  feventy  men  to  the 
fort,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  had  orders  to  make 
the  road  more  paffable,  and  find  out  the  fords  of  the 
rivers.  Mean  while  he  completed  his  town,  which 
was  laid  out  in  regular  ftreets,  with  a  convenient 
market-place,  and  fupplied  it  with  the  river  water, 
conveyed  through  an  artificial  canal.  He  likewife 
erected  a  water* mill  to  grind  wheat,  as  his  people 
were  not  yet  accuftomed  to  the  food  of  the  natives; 
and  provifions  beginning  to  fail,  he  determined  to  fend 
all  the  fuperfluous  mouths  to  Spain,  and  leave  upon 
the  ifiand  no  more  than  three  hundred  men,  which 
he  deemed  a  number  fufficient  to  keep  that  country 
in  fubjeclion  to  their  catholick  majefties.  This 
flep  he  was  the  rather  induced  to  take,  becaufe  the 
climate  difagreed  with  many,  who  were  in  a  Tick 
and  languifhing  condition  :  as  for  thofe  who  enjoyed 
health,  and  were  not  abfolutely  necefTary  in  the 
town,  he  fent  them  out  to  traverfe  the  ifiand,  that 
they  might  reconnoitre  the  ground,  accuftom  them- 
felves  to  the  Indian  diet,  and  firike  a  terror  into  the  : 
inhabitants :  they  were  commanded  by  Hojeda, 
who  had  orders  to  march  into  Cibao,  and  deliver  j 
them  to  Peter  Margarite,  who  fhould  lead  them  f 
round  the  ifiand,  while  he  (Hojeda)  fhould  com-  - 
jnand  the  fort  of  St.  Thomas. 

On  Wednefday,  April  29th,  they  departed  from  r 
Ifabella,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  ;  and,  hav- 
ing  croffed  the  river  del  Oro,  apprehended  a 
cacique,  whom,  together  with  his  brother,  Hojeda  ;  , 
fent  in  irons  to  the  admital,  after  he  had  ordered  ( 
the  ears  of  one  of  his  fubjeefs  to  be  cut  off  in  the  I  p 
market-place  of  his  town.  This  punifhment  they  j  >! 
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Incurred  for  an  outrage  they  had  committed  againft 
the  Chriftians,  three  of  whom,  in  their  way  from 
St.  Thomas  to  Ifabella,  having  been  by  this  ca¬ 
cique  accommodated  with  five  Indians  as  porters 
to  carry  their  cloaths,  were  no  fooner  come  to  the 
middle  of  the  river,  than  thofe  honed  carriers  ran 
away  with  the  baggage,  and  the  cacique,  inftead 
of  punching*  them  for  the  theft,  refufed  to  redore 
the  booty,  which  he  converted  to  his  own  ufe. 

Another  cacique,  who  dwelt  beyond  the  river, 
relying  upon  the  fervice  he  had  done  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  accompanied  the  prifoners  to  Ifabella,  in  or¬ 
der  to  intercede  in  their  behalf  with  the  admiral, 
who  entertained  him  courteously;  and  in  order  to 
inbance  the  value  of  the  favour  he  intended  to  grant, 
commanded  the  delinquents  to  be  brought  out  to 
execution.  The  mediator  feeing  them  in  this  pe¬ 
rilous  fituation,  filed  a  flood  of  tears,  and  begged 
their  lives  might  be  (pared,  with  the  molt  earned 
entreaties;  in  confequence  of  which  they  were  par¬ 
doned  and  difmifled.  Immediately  after  their  re- 
leafe,  a  man  on  horfeback,  jud  arrived  from  St. Tho¬ 
mas’s,  told  the  admiral,  that  in  his  way  through  the 
town  belonging  to  the  cacique  who  had  been  pri¬ 
soner,  he  had  Singly  refeued  four  Spaniards,  whom 
the  Indians  had  taken  by  way  of  reprifals,  and  cha¬ 
fed  above  four  hundred  people,  who  fled  at  the  ve¬ 
ry  fight  of  his  horfe. 

The  (hips  being  fitted  out  for  a  new  expedition, 
Columbus  appointed  a  council  to  govern  the  illand 
in  his  abfence,  confiding  of  his  brother  James  as 
prefident,  F.  Boyle,  and  Peter  Fernandez  Coroneli 
as  regents,  with  Alonzo  Sanchez  de  Carvajal  redlor 
of  Bafca,  and  John  de  Luxan  of  Madrid,  gentle¬ 
men  to  their  catholick  majeftics.  Then  he  failed 
to  the  port  of  Guacanagari,  who  fled  at  his  ap¬ 
proach.'  On  Saturday,  April  26th,  he  touched  at 
the  ifland  of  Tortuga,  where,  on  account  of  the 
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currents,  he  was  obliged  to  come  to  an  anch?  r,  and 
flay  till  1’  uefday  20th,  when  favoured  by  a  fair 
wind,  he  reached  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  from  whence 
Handing  over  to  Cuba,  he  ran  along  the  fouth  fide 
of  that  ifiand,  and  put  into  a  large  bay,  which  he 
called  Puerto  Grande,  from  its  extent  and  depth  of 
water.  Here,  while  he  lay  at  anchor,  his  men 
caught  abundance  of  oyfters  and  other  hfh ;  and  af¬ 
terwards,  while  he  continued  his  courfe  along  the 
coaft,  a  great  number  of  the  Indians  came  aboard  in 
their  canoes,  with  prefents  of  bread,  water,  and 
iifh,  for  which  they  thought  themfelves  greatly  over¬ 
paid  with  a  few  bells,  beads,  and  other  fuch  trifles. 

On  Saturday,  May  3d,  the  admiral  failed  for  Ja¬ 
maica,  where  he  was  told  there  was  great  plenty  of 
gold,  and  upon  Monday  anchored  in  that  ifiand, 
which  he  thought  the  moft  beautiful  of  any  he  had 
yet  leen,  as  well  as  the  inoft  populous :  for,  an  a- 
lion  idling  multitude  of  natives  came  on  board  in  ca¬ 
noes  of  different  fizes,  to  barter  proviflons,  which 
they  exchanged  for  the  moft  inconfiderable  toys. 
Next  day,  as  he  coafted  along,  the  boats  being 
lent  to  found  the  mouths  of  fome  harbours,  were 
furrounded  by  canoes  full  of  armed  men,  who  feem- 
ed  bent  upon  committing  adds  of  hoftility;  fo  that 
the  Spaniards,  who  refolved  to  enter  Puerto  Bueno, 
faluted  them  with  a  flight  of  arrows,  by  which  fix 
or  feven  were  wounded,  and  the  reft  fo  intimida¬ 
ted  that  they  fled  with  precipitation.  In  this  har¬ 
bour,  the  figure  of  which  refembles  a  horfefhoe, 
the  admiral’s  ftiip  was  repaired,  and  the  leak  being 
flopped,  he  on  Tuefday  1 4th  ftood  over  again  to 
Cuba,  with  full  refolution  to  know  whether  it  was 
really  an  ifiand  or  a  continent.  That  fame  day  a 
very  young  Indian  of  Jamaica  coming  on  board, 
defired  to  accompany  the  admiral  to  Spain;  and  tho’ 
many  of  his  kindred  and  countrymen  came,  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  earneftly  entreating  him  to  re^ 
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turn,  be  perfifled  in  his  refolution,  and  the  admiral 
gave  orders  he  fhould  be  treated  with  civility. 

On  Wednefday  he  reached  the  point  of  Cuba, 
which  he  denominated  Cabo  de  Santa  Cruz  ;  and  as 
he  coafted  along,  he  was  overtaken  by  a  terrible 
{form,  attended  with  thunder  and  lightning,  which 
was  the  more  dangerous  as  he  was  entangled  among 
flats  and  currents,  which  hundred  him  from  taking 
in  his  fails.  That  whole  fea,  to  the  north  and  north  - 
caff,  is  interfperfed  with  a  vaft  number  of  little,  low, 
fandy  iflands,  fome  of  which  fcarce  appear  above  the 
furface  of  the  water,  and  render  the  navigation  very 
difficult.  True  it  is  the  nearer  they  failed  to  Cuba, 
the  higher  and  pleafanter  thefe  iflands  appeared  ;  and 
as  it  would  have  been  a  tedious  tafk  to  bellow  a  name 
upon  every  particular,  he  Ailed  them  by  the  lump, 
the  Queen’s  Garden.  The  next  day  they  feemed  to 
multiply  on  all  hands,  infomuch  that  the  men  rec¬ 
koned  one  hundred  and  fixty,  parted  from  each  other 
by  navigable  channels,  through  fome  of  which  the 
flhips  failed.  On  thefe  they  faw  a  great  number  of 
cranes  red  as  fcarlet;  abundance  of  tortoifes  or  turtle, 
and  their  egg?,  which  they  leave  in  the  fand  to  be 
hatched  by  the  fun  :  they  likewife  perceived  crows, 
like  thofe  in  Spain,  and  an  infinite  number  of  little 
birds  that  fung harmonioufly.  The  very  air  was  a§ 
fweet  as  if  it  had  been  impregnated  with  the  feent 
of  rofes,  and  a  1  other  vegetable  perfumes. 

In  one  of  thofe  channels,  they  found  a  canoe 
with  fifhermen,  who  feeing  the  boat  approach,  made 
figns  to  the  Spaniards  to  be  upon  their  oars,  until 
they  had  performed  their  operation,  which  was  very 
Angular  and  curious.  They  had  tied  a  firing  round 
the  tail  of  fome  fmall  fiflies  called  reves,  that  are 
taught  to  encounter  other  fifh,  to  which  they  cling 
fo  fail,  by  means  of  a  certain  roughnefs  and  vifeo- 
fity  in  their  {kin,  that  the  fifhermen  draw  them  up 
together  :  upon  this  occafion  they  caught  a  tortoife  ; 
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and  the  reve  was  wound  about  its  neck,  where 
they  generally  fallen  to  fecure  themfelves  from 
the  teeth  of  their  game ;  and  in  this  manner  they 
will  fometimes  attack  (harks  of  the  large#  fize.  The 
Indians  having  drawn  their  line  very  quietly,  went 
on  board  of  the  admiral,  and  prefented  the  fiHi  which 
they  had  caught ;  for  which  he  gratified  them  with 
a  few  baubles,  and  held  on  his  courfe  :  tho’  he  now 
began  to  be  in  want  of  provifions,  and  his  health 
was  very  much  impaired  by  fatigue  and  want  of 
refl  .  which  he  would  not  venture  to  enjoy  amid# 
fuch  a  number  of  unknown  iflands,  which  every 
night  produce  a  great  fog  to  the  eaftward,  accom¬ 
panied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  tho’  it  .vaniih- 
cs  as  foon  as  the  moon  is  rifen.  During  the  night, 
the  wind  generally  blows  off  fhore,  but  in  the  day 
it  is  almcff  always  eafterly,  and  feems  to  follow 
the  fun  in  its  diurnal  courfe. 

On  Thu  delay.  May  22d,  the  admiral  landed  on. 
an  bland  fo  me  what  larger  than  the  re#,  which  he 
called  St  Mary,  and  entered  a  town  abandoned  by 
the  inhabitants,  where  he  found  nothing  but  fifh, 
and  fome  dogs  that  refembled  ma#iffs.  Then  he  di¬ 
rected  his  courfe  north-eaft,  where  he  was  ftill  per¬ 
plexed  and  fatigued,  by  failing  and  founding  among 
an  aftonifhing  number  of  flats  and  iflands ;  becaufe, 
infpite  of  all  his  precautions  in  founding  and  keep- 
ing  a  good  look  out,  the  fhip  was  often  a-ground, 
and  there  was  no  poffibility  of  avoiding  this  incon¬ 
venience  :  this  confideration,  joined  to  thofe  we  have 
already  mentioned,  obliged  him  to  relinquiih  his 
defign  of  failing  ea#  about  until  he  ihould  return  to 
Spain, 

Being  now  in  want  of  watQr,  he  touched  again 
at  Cuba,  and  one  of  his  failors  going  up  among  the 
trees  with  a  crofs-bow  in  fearch  of  game,  faw  about 
thirty  people  armed  with  fpears  and  ftaves,  called 
Macanas,  and  among  them  a  perfon  clad  in  a  white 
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coat  or  veil  that  reached  down  to  his  knees,  and 
carried  by  two  men  in  long  garments  of  the  fame 
fluff,  all  three  being  as  white  as  Spaniards :  but  he 
had  no  converfation '  with  them;  becaufe,  feeing 
fuch  a  number,  he  called  to  his  companions,  and 
the  Indians  ran  away  without  looking  back.  Next 
day  the  admiral  fent  people  on  fliore  to  know  the 
truth  of  this  report,  but  the  woods  and  bogs  were 
fo  impaffable  that  they  could  not  proceed  in  their 
Inquiry. 

About  ten  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  this  place^ 
they  faw  houfes,  from  which  the  natives  came  in 
canoes,  with  water,  and  fuch  food  as  they  eat ;  and 
one  of  them  was  detained  as  an  interpreter  by  the 
admiral,  who  promifed  to  difmifs  him  in  fafety  as 
foon  as  he  fhould  have  given  him  proper  dire  St  ions 
for  his  voyage,  and  a  diftinct  account  of  the  country® 
The  Indian  was  fatisfied  with  his  promife,  and  gave 
him  to  underftand  that  Cuba  was  an  idand  ;  that 
the  king  or  cacique  of  the  weftern  part  never  fpoke 
to  his  fubjedfs;  but  made  certain  figns,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  all  his  orders  were  performed  ;  and 
that  all  the  coafl  was  very  low,  and  furrounded  by 
fmall  idands.  Next  day,  June  i  ith,  the  ad¬ 
miral  being  inclofed  between  two  of  thefe,  was 
obliged  to  tow  the  fhips  over  a  dat,  where  there 
was  not  above  one  foot  of  water:  and  bearing  up 
clofer  to  Cuba,  they  faw  very  large  tortoifes,  in  fuch, 
numbers,  that  they  adtually  covered  thefea.  Next 
day  the  fun  was  darkened  by  a  cloud  of  fea-crows 
that  came  from  feaward,  and  lighted  upon  the  idand, 
where  they  likewife  faw  abundance  of  pigeons  and 
other  birds  ;  and  afterwards,  fuch  fwarms  of  but¬ 
terflies,  that  the  day  was  obfcured  from  morning 
till  night,  when  they  were  carried  away  by  a  de¬ 
luge  of  rain. 

On  Friday,  June  13th,  the  admiral  being  in  want 
of  wood  and  water,  anchored  in  the  idand  Evan- 
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gelifta,  about  thirty  leagues  in  compafs ;  and  having 
provided  the  (hips  with  what  they  wanted,  directed 
his  courfe  fouthward,  in  hopes  of  finding  another 
paflage  :  but,  after  having  failed  a  few  leagues  through 
what  feemed  to  be  a  channel,  he  faw  himfelf  embay¬ 
ed,  and  was  obliged  to  return  as  he  entered.  Hence 
he  failed  on  the  25th,  towards  fome  fmall  iflands 
that  appeared  to  the  north-weft  ;  not  far  from  which 
the  fea  feemed  in  different  places  to  be  of  various 
colours,  owing,  in  all  probability,  to  the  (hallow 
water,  and  nature  of  the  bottom  feen  through  it. 
Thence  returning  to  the  coaft  of  Cuba,  he  flood  to 
theeaftward  with  fcant  winds,  and  on  the  30th  day 
of  June,  while  he  was  waiting  his  journal,  the  (hip 
ran  a-ground  fo  faff,  that  (he  could  not  be  got  off 
without  great  difficulty  and  fome  damage;  and,  be- 
fides  the  trouble  of  navigating  through  fboal  water 
and  narrow  channels,  he  was  expofed  to  great  in¬ 
convenience  from  vaft  quantities  of  rain  that  fell 
every  evening. 

On  July  7  th  he  landed  to  hear  mafs,  and  w7as  vi- 
fited  by  an  old  cacique  of  that  province,  who  liften- 
ed  very  attentively  to  the  fervice,  and  afterwards 
fignified  his  belief  of  the  exigence  of  a  fupreme  Be¬ 
ing,  who  rewards  virtue  and  punimes  vice  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  (fate:  he  was  acquainted  with  fome  of  the 
chiefs  in  Hifpaniofj,  had  been  in  Jamaica,  and  at 
the  weft  end  of  Cuba,  where  the  cacique  was  clad 
like  a  prieft. 

On  Wednefday,  July  1  6th,  the  admiral  put  to  fea, 
tho’  very  much  incommoded  by  the  rains  and  winds, 
which,  as  he  approached  Cape  Cruz,  fuddenfy  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  ftorm,  that  the  (hips  were  almoft 
overfet  before  the  fails  could  be  furled,  and  they 
(hipped  fo  much  water,  that  the  men  were  fcarce 
able  to  keep  them  clear  by  pumping,  fo  much 
•were  they  reduced  by  fatigue  and  want  of  provi- 
fions :  a  man's  allowance  being  (tinted  to  a  pound 
»■  of 
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of  rotten  bifket,  and  half  a  pint  of  wine  per  day, 
which  the  admiral  himfelf  did  not  exceed.  In  this 
diftrefs,  he,  on  the  1 8 th  of  July,  reached  Cape 
Cruz,  where  he  was  very  civilly  entertained  by  the 
Indians,  who  fupplied  him  with  bread  called  cazabi, 
made  of  rcots  grated,  abundance  of  fifh,  and  {tore 
of  pleafant  fruit.  Thus  refreflied,  he  ftood  over  to 
Jamaica  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  and  coafting  along 
to  the  weftward,  found  it  full  of  excellent  harbours, 
and  abounding  with  inhabitants,  and  judged  it  to 
be  about  80  miles  in  compafs. 

The  weather  clearing  up,  he  failed  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  and  on  Wednefday  Auguft  20th,  making  the 
fouth  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  called  the  firft  point  Cape 
St.  Michael,  which  is  about  thirty  leagues  diftant 
from  the  molt  eafterly  part  of  Jamaica,  and  at  pre- 
fent  known  by  jhe  name  of  Cape  Tiburon.  On  Sa¬ 
turday  23d  he  was  vifited  aboard  by  a  cacique,  who 
called  him  by  his  name,  and  pronounced  fome  Spa- 
nifh  words  ;  and  about  the  latter  end  of  the  month 
he  anchored  in  2n  iiland  known  by  the  name  of  Al¬ 
to  Velo,  after  having  loft  fight  of  the  other  two 
{hips  that  were  under  his  command.  Here  the 
men  killed  eight  feals  that  lay  afleep  on  the  ftiore, 
and  took  abundance  of  pigeons  and  other  birds, 
which,  being  unaccuftomed  to  the  cruelty  of  the 
human  fpecies,  ftocd  ftill  and  allowed  themfelves 
to  be  knocked  on  the  head  With  ftaves.  At  the  end 
of  fix  days,  being  joined  by  the  milling  Clips,  they 
ftood  for  the  ifland  Beata,  at  the  diftance  of  twelve 
leagues  from  Alto  Vclo  :  thence  coafting  along  Hif¬ 
paniola,  which  exhibited  a  delightful  profpedf  of  a 
plain,  running  up  a  mile  from  the  fea,  fo  populous, 
that  for  a  whole  league  it  feemed  to  be  one  con¬ 
tinued  town,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  ap¬ 
peared  a  lake,  five  leagues  in  length  from  eaft  to 
weft.  Here  the  natives  came  aboard  in  their  canoes, 
and  informed  the  admiral,  that  they  had  been  vifit- 
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ed  by  fome  Spaniards  from  Ifabella,  where  all  was 
well.  He  was  very  much  pleafed  with  this  infor- 
mation}  and  immediately  difpatched  nine  men  acrofs 
the  ifland  to  his  colony,  with  the  news  of  his  fafe 
return,  while  he  and  his  fhips  ftill  failed  along  the 
coaft  to  the  eaftward.  In  this  courfe  he  fent  the 
boats  for  water,  near  a  great  town,  from  which  the 
Indians  came  to  oppofe  their  landing,  with  bows 
and  poifonous  arrow's,  and  produced  fome  ropes, 
with  which  they  threatened  to  bind  the  Chriftians  : 
but  as  foon  as  the  boats  reached  the  fhore,  they 
laid  down  their  arms,  and  aiked  for  the  admiral,  to 
whom  they  made  a  tender  of  all  they  had. 

Near  this  p'ace,  they  faw  in  the  fea  a  fl(h  as  big 
as  a  whale,  with  a  great  fhell,  like  that  of  a  tor- 
toife,  upon  its  neck  :  it  bore  its  head,  which  was  as 
large  as  an  hogfhead,  above  water,  had  a  very  long 
tail,  refembling  that  of  a  tunny  fifh,  and  two  large 
fins  on  the  Tides.  From  this,  and  other  concurring 
figns,  the  admiral  prognoflicated  a  change  of  wea¬ 
ther,  and  feeking  fome  place  where  he  might  ride 
jfecure,  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  difeover  an  ifland 
near  the  eaft  part  of  Hifpaniola,  called  by  the  na¬ 
tives  Adamanai  :  between  this  and  Hifpaniola  he 
came  to  an  anchor  clofe  under  another  fmall  ifland, 
and  obferved  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  tempeft  that  laired  feverai  days  ;  fo  that 
be  was  obliged  to  lie  in  this  fituation  till  the  20th, 
not  without  great  apprehenflon  on  account  of  the 
other  v elleLs  which  could  not  get  in  :  however,  they 
weathered  the  ftorm  and  joined  the  admiral,  who 
failed  on  the  24-th  to  the  eaftermoft  point  of  Hifpa¬ 
niola  ;  from  whence  he  pa  fled  over  to  a  little  ifland 
which  the  Indians  call  Mona,  and  in  his  paflage 
from  hence  to  St.  John  de  Borriguen,  he  was,  in 
confequence  of  the  fatigue  he  had  undergone,  fei- 
zed  with  a  peflilential  and  lethargic  fever,  which 
deprived  him  of  his  femes  and  memory.  In  this 
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dilemma,  it  was  refolved  by  his  people  to  defift  from 
the  defign  he  had  formed,  of  difcovering  the  Ca- 
ribbees,  and  to  return  to  Ifajbella,  where  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  five  days ;  and  on  the  29th  of  September 
the  admiral  retrieved  the  ufe  of  his  reafon,  and  his 
fever  vanifhed,  thoJ  his  weaknefs  lafted  five  months. 

On  his  arrival  at  Ifabella,  he  found  his  brother 
Bartholomew,  who,  in  returning  to  Spain  from  the 
court  of  England,  where  his  demands  were  granted,, 
had  been  informed  of  Chriftopher’s  fuccefs,  by 
Charles  King  of  France,  who  fupplied  him  with 
100  crowns  for  the  expence  of  his  journey.  Hav¬ 
ing  received  this  intelligence,  he. made  all  the  hafte 
he  could  to  overtake  the  admiral  in  Spain,  but  be¬ 
fore  he  arrived  in  Sevil,  his  brother  had  failed  on  his 
fecond  voyage:  however,  he  foon  followed  with 
three  fhips,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to 
him  by  their  catholic  majefties.  And  now  the  ad¬ 
miral  made  him  governor  of  the  Indies,  tho’  this 
title  occafioned  fomedifpute;  becaufe  the  king  and 
queen  alledged,  that  Chriftopher  had  no  power  to 
grant  fuch  an  office:  neverthelefs  this  difference  was 
compromifed,  and  his  place  confirmed  under  the 
title  of  adelantado,  or  lieutenant  of  the  Indies* 
Although  the  company  and  affiftance  of  Bartho- 
lomew  were  of  great  comfort  and  fervice  to  the  ad¬ 
miral,  he  was  involved  in  infinite  trouble  and  vexa¬ 
tion,  by  the  mifconduCl  of  Peter  Margarite,  which 
had  produced  a  revolt  among  the  Indians.  This 
officer,  inftead  of  obeying  the  orders  of  Columbus, 
in  traverfing  and  reducing  theifland,  with  360  foot 
and  i^horfe,  which  were  left  under  his  command, 
he  encamped  in  a  great  plain,  called  Vega  Real,  at 
the  diflance  of  ten  leagues  from  Ifabella,  from 
whence  he  fent  infolent  letters,  and  even  orders  to 
the  council,  over  which  he  wanted  to  domineer  :  but 
finding  it  impracticable  to  fucceed  in  his  defign  of 
ufurping  the  fupreme  command,  and  dreading* the 
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return  of  the  admiral,  who  would  call  him  to  an 
account  for  his  behaviour,  he  embarked  in  the  firft 
fhip  bound  for  Spain,  without  having  affigned  any 
reafon  for  his  departure,  or  in  any  ihape  difpofed 
of  the  men  who  were  under  his  command  ;  fo  that 
every  perfon  being  at  liberty  to  follow  his  own  in¬ 
clination,  they  difperfed  themfelves  in  the  country, 
robbed  the  natives  of  their  women  ard  eftedfs,  and 
committed  fuch  outrages,  as  entirely  alienated  the 
affe&ions  of  the  Indians,  and  even  induced  them  to 
lay  fch ernes  of  revenge. 

The  cacique  of  La  Madelena,  whole  name  was 
Gual iguana,  attacked  fmall  draggling  parties,  killed 
ten  Spaniard?,  and  fet  fire  to  an  houfe  in  which 
were  eleven  fick  people :  the  like  cruelties  were 
committed  in  other  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  a  much 
greater  number  would  have  perilhed,  had  not  the 
admiral  returned  in  time  to  protect  his  colony  ;  tho’ 
he  was  very  much  chagrined  to  find  that  the  Chri- 
flians  were  mortally  hated  by  the  Indians,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  infolence  and  barbarity.  Indeed  they 
might  have  eafily  Ihaken  off  the  Spanifli  yoke,  had 
they  united  in  their  own  defence  :  for,  there  were 
four  principal  kings  or  caciques,  namely  Caunabo, 
Guacanagari,  Behechico,  and  Guarconex,  and  up¬ 
on  each  of  thefe  70  or  80  petty  lords  depended  ; 
not  that  thefe  vaffals  payed  tribute,  but  were  ob¬ 
liged,  when  called,  to  afiift  them  in  their  wars  and 
agriculture.  Guacanagari  continued  a  firm  friend 
to  the  Chrifiians ;  and,  vifiting  the  admiral  at  his 
return,  declared  he  had  been  in  no  drape  aiding  or 
abiding  to  thofe  who  had  injured  the  Spaniards; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  had  protected  and  maintained 
one  hundred  of  his  people,  and  for  that  reafon  in¬ 
curred  the  difpleafure  of  the  other  kings.  Behe¬ 
chico  had  killed  one  of  his  women,  and  another  had 
been  taken  away  by  Caunabo;  fo  that  he  implored 
the  afiiftance  of  Columbus,  to  recover  her  who  was 
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alive,  and  revenge  the  other’s  death.  The  admiral 
had  fo  often  experienced  the  humanity  and  affection 
of  this  cacique,  that  he  refolved  to  redrefs  his  wrongs, 
efpeci ally  as  it  was  his  intereft  to  foment  and  main¬ 
tain  diffenfion  among  the  Indian  chiefs,  who,  in 
being  divided,  would  he  the  more  eafily  iubdued. 
In  the  mean  time,  feme  of  the  natives  who  had  mur¬ 
dered  his  men,  being  apprehended,  were  puniihed 
with  death,  and  others  fent  to  Spain  in  four  fhips, 
which  had  come  out  in  February,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Antonio  de  Torres. 

On  the  24-th  day  of  March  1  495*  Columbus,  with 
Guacanagari,  departed  from  Ifabella,  to  profecute 
the  war  againft  his  Indian  enemies,  who  were  af- 
fembled  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  thoufand, 
while  his  forces  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  Chri- 
ftians,  with  twenty  horfes  and  as  many  dogs. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  his  march,  being  in  fight 
of  the  enemy,  he  divided  his  army  into  two  bodies, 
giving  the  command  of  one  half  to  his  brother  the 
lieutenant,  that  by  attacking  in  two  places  at  once, 
they  might  increafe  the  terror  and  confufion  of  the 
Indians,  who  were  fcattered  about  the  plains.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  Spaniards  having  firft  thrown  them 
into  diforder,  by  a  difeharge  of  their  crofs-bows  and 
mufkets,  fell  in  among  them  with  their  horfes  and 
dogs,  charging  with  fuch  fury,  that  the  faint-hearted 
multitude  were  routed  and  fled  different  ways,  with 
great  precipitation.  Many  were  ilain  in  the  pur- 
fuit,  and  a  great  number  made  prifoners ;  among 
whom  was  Caunabo,  with  all  his  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren.  This  cacique  confeffed  that  he  had  killed 
twenty  of  the  Chriilians,  who  had  been  left  with 
Peter  de  Arana  at  the  Nativity,  and  that  his  inten¬ 
tion  was  to  add  in  the  fame  manner  at  the  town  of 
Ifabella,  which  he  had  reconnoitred  under  colour 
of  friendfhip.  Such  a  confeffion,  together  with  his 
being  taken  in  actual  rebellion*  were  matters  of 
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fuch  importance,  that  the  admiral,  thought  proper  to 
fend  him  and  his  whole  family  into  Spain,  where 
they  might  be  ufed  according  to  the  pleafure  of  their 
Catholic  majefties. 

The  Indians  were  fo  much  intimidated  by  the 
vidfory  which  the  Spaniards  had  obtained,  and  the 
captivity  of  Caunabo,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  year, 
the  admiral,  without  drawing  a  fword,  reduced  the 
whole  iiland  to  obedience,  and  impofed  a  quarterly 
tribute  to  be  payed  to  the  king  and  quen  of  Spain. 
Every  inhabitant  of  Cibao  above  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen,  was  taxed  at  a  large  horfe-bell  full  of  gold 
duft  ;  and  the  reft  at  25  pounds  of  cotton  a  head  : 
and  every  one  who  had  payed,  was  prefented  with 
a  brafs  or  tin  ticket,  that  they  might  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  thofe  who  had  failed  in  the  payment. 
Thus  every  thing  was  fettled  to  the  Satisfaction  of 
all  parties,  and  the  people  became  fo  quiet  and  pa- 
cifick,  that  a  Single  Spaniard  could  travel  in  Safety 
over  the  whole  iiland,  and  be  received  every  where 
with  hofpitality  and  regard :  tho’  by  this  time,  the 
colony  was,  by  the  difeafes  of  the  climate,  and 
change  of  diet,  reduced  to  lefs  than  one  third  of 
the  number  which  hrft  landed  at  Ifabella. 

During  this  interval  of  peace,  the  Spaniards  by 
converfing  with  the  natives,  became  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  and 
among  other  things,  learned  that  the  iiland  produ¬ 
ced  copper,  azure,  amber,  ebony,  cedar,  frankin- 
cenfe,  a  kind  of  bitter  cinnamon,  ginger,  long 
pepper,  and  a  great  number  of  mulberry  trees, 
which  hear  leaves  all  the  year  for  the  Support  of  a 
filk  manufacture— -With  regard  to  religion,  the 
admiral  himfelf  writes,  that  every  king  or  cacique, 
here  as  well  as  in  the  other  [Hands  and  continent, 
has  a  detached  houfe  Set  apart  for  the  lodging  and 
Service  of  certain  wooden  images  called  Cemis,  be¬ 
fore  which  they  perform  ceremonies  and  pray  with 
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great  devotion.  In  each  of  thefe  temples  is  a 
round  table  made  in  form  of  a  difh,  containing  a 
certain  kind  of  powder,  which  being  laid  on  the 
head  of  the  Cemi,  the  devotee  fnufFs  it  up  through 
an  hollow  cane,  confifting  of  two  branches,  re¬ 
peating  a  fort  of  jargon  which  feems  altogether 
unintelligible ;  and  by  this  powder  he  is  immedi¬ 
ately  intoxicated.  Thofe  images  have  different 
names,  which,  in  all  probability,  belonged  to  the 
anceftors  of  the  cacique  who  owns  them ;  and 
fome  of  th€m  are  in  much  higher  reputation  than 
others ;  fo  that  a  Cemi  of  charaffer  is  frequently 
flolen.  In  the  celebration  of  thefe  rules,  they  care¬ 
fully  avoid  the  Chriilians,  whom  they  will  not  fuffer 
to  enter  the  place  of  their  devotion  :  tho’  fome 
Spaniards  once  rufhed  into  the  houfe,  and  imme¬ 
diately  the  Cemi  began  to  cry  aloud  in  the  Indian 
language :  for,  the  image  being  hollow,  was  (ap¬ 
plied  with  a  trunk,  the  farther  end  of  which 
reached  a  dark  corner  of  the  apartment,  where  a 
man  lay  concealed  among  boughs  and  leaves,  and 
fpoke  what  was  didlated  by  the  cacique---The 
Chriilians  foon  comprehended  and  difcovered  the 
trick  by  kicking  down  the  Cemi ;  and  the  cacique 
finding  himfelf  detected,  earneftly  begged  they 
would  not  communicate  the  difcovery  to  his  fub- 
jedls,  otherwife  he  Ihould  not  be  able  to  keep  them 
in  obedience-  -Almofl  all  thefe  chiefs  have  likewife 
three  ftones  which  they  and  their  people  devoutly 
worlhip  :  one,  they  fay,  prefides  over  the  corn 
and  grain,  the  other  affects  women  in  childbed, 
and  the  third  influences  the  weather.  When  a  fick 
Indian  feems  pall  recovery,  he  is  firangled  by  order 
of  the  cacique,  and  either  buried,  burnt  or  em¬ 
balmed,  at  the  pleafure  of  his  relations.  Some  be¬ 
ing  embowelled  and  dried,  are  laid  in  hammocks 
with  bread  and  water  at  their  heads,  and  others  are 
depofited  in  a  grot  or  den  furnifhed  with  the  fame 
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kind  of  provifion.  Caunabo  being  queflioned 
about  a  future  ftate,  faid,  that  after  death  he  fhould 
go  to  a  certain  vale,  where  he  fhould  find  his  pa¬ 
rents  and  predeceflors,  and  eat,  drink,  and  enjoy 
all  the  fenfual  pleafures  in  the  highefl  perfection. 
The  ifland  of  Hifpaniola  being  now  in  a  ftate  of  quiet 
fubmiffion,  the  colony  of  Ifabella  eftablifhed,  and 
three  forts  eredled  in  different  parts,  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  Spaniards,  the  admiral  refolved  to  return  to 
Caftile  to  give  an  account  of  thefe  tran  fact  ions,, 
and  acquit  himfelf  of  fome  flanderous^accufations, 
which  certain  envious  and  malicious  perfons  had  laid 
againft  him  and  his  brother.  He  therefore  on 
Thurfday,  iothof  March,  1496,  went  onboard 
with  two  hundred  and  twenty  five  Spaniards  and 
thirty  Indians,  embarked  in  two  caravals  called  the 
Santa  Cruz  and  Nina,  and  failing  from  Ifabella 
early  in  the  morning,  began  to  ply  to  the  eafrward. 

On  Tuefday  22d,  he  weathered  the  moft  eafi> 
erly  point  of  the  ifland,  ftill  continuing  the  fame 
courfe,  tho’  the  wind  was  in  his  teeth,  till  the  6th 
of  April,  when  finding  his  provifions  falling  fihort, 
and  his  men  weary  and  difcouraged,  he  flood  off 
more  foutherly  towards  the  Caribbee  iflands,  and  on 
Saturday  the  9th  anchored  at  Marigalante.  Next 
day  he  failed  to  Guadalupe,  and  fent  afhore  his 
boats,  which  being  oppofed  by  a  number  of  women, 
who  rufhed  out  of  a  wood  with  bows  and  arrows ; 
the  Spaniards  lying  on  their  oars,  ordered  two  of 
their  Indian  women  to  fvvini  afhore,  and  tell  the 
iflanders  that  they  wanted  nothing  but  provifions, 
for  which  they  would  give  them  a  valuable  confide- 
ration,'-- When  the  female  warriors  underftood  the 
demand  of  the  Chriflians,  they  directed  them  to 
fail  to  the  north  fide,  where  they  would  be  fupplied 
by  their  bufbands  :  accordingly  the  fhips  coafling 
round  the  ifland,  a  great  number  of  people  came 
dowa  to  the  fhore,  and  let  fly  feveral  flights  of  ar¬ 
rows 
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rows  at  the  boats  :  but  perceiving  the  Spaniards 
rowed  towards  the  fhore,  they  formed  an  ambuf- 
cade  in  theneareft  woods,  from  whence,  however, 
they  were  driven  by  the  cannon  of  the  fhips;  fo 
that  their  houfes  and  effedfs  being  abandoned,  were 
pillaged  and  deftroyed  by  the  Chriffians,  who  be¬ 
ing  acquainted  with  the  method,  went  to  work  and 
made  a  fufficient  quantity  of  bread  to  fupply  their 
wants.  Jn  thefe  Indian  houfes,  which,  contrary 
to  the  practice  of  the  other  iflands,  were  fquare, 
they  found  large  parrots,  honey,  wax,  and  iron,  of 
which  they  had  hatchets  and  looms  for  weaving 
their  tents;  and  in  one,  they  perceived  a  man’s  arm 
loading  on  a  fpit. 

While  fome  of  the  people  were  employed  in 
baking  bread,  the  admiral  detatched  forty  men  to 
obtain  fome  intelligence  of  the  country,  and  next 
day  they  returned  with  ten  women  and  three  boys, 
among  whom  was  the  wife  of  a  cacique,  who  had 
been  taken  by  a  Canary  man,  remarkably  fwift  of 
foot,  NotwithAanding  his  nimblenefs,  he  could 
not  have  overtaken  her,  had  not  fhe,  feeing  him 
alone,  turned  back  in  full  confidence  of  making 
him  her  prey.  She  accordingly  feized  and  threw 
him  upon  the  ground,  and  he  certainly  would  have 
been  Aifled,  had  not  fome  of  his  companions  come 
to  his  afliAance.  Thefe  women,  who  are  exceflively 
fat  and  thick,  fwathe  their  legs  with  a  piece  of 
cotton  from  the  ancle  to  the  knee,  and  wear  their 
hair  long  and  loofe  flowing  upon  their  (boulders, 
but  no  other  part  of  their  bodies  is  covered.  The 
captive  lady  faid,  the  ifland  was'  inhabited  by  wo¬ 
men  only,  and  that  among  thofe  who  endeavoured 
to  oppofe  the  landing,  there  were  but  four  mei>, 
who  chanced  to  be  there  by  accident ;  for,  at  cer¬ 
tain  times  of  the  year,  they  come  from  other 
iflands,  to  procreate  the  fpecies.  This  is  likewife 
the  cafe  in  another  ifland  called  Matrimonio,  pof- 
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fefted  by  the  fame  fort  of  Amazons,  who  feemed  to 
be  endued  with  mafculine  ftrength  and  a  clearnefs 
of  underftanding  which  is  not  found  among  the 
men  of  that  country;  infomuch  that,  whereas 
other  Indians  reckon  the  day  by  the  fun,  and  the 
night  by  the  moon  only,  thefe  women  are  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  aftronomy,  and  meafure  their  time  by  the 
riling  and  fetting  of  the  ftars. 

The  admiral  having  furnifhed  his  {hips  with  a 
fupply  of  bread,  wood  and  water,  fet  fail  from 
Guadalupe  on  Wednefday  the  20th  of  April,  af¬ 
ter  having  gratified  and  fent  on  fhore  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  except  the  chief  lady  and  her  daughter,  who 
chofe  to  go  to  Spain  along  with  Caunabo,  who, 
tho*  a  cacique  of  Hifpaniola,  was  a  native  of 
the  Caribbees. 

By  the  20th  of  May,  the  {hips  being  about  100 
leagues  weft  of  the  Azores,  provifions  began  to 
fail,  fo  that  each  man  was  reftricled  to  an  allow¬ 
ance  of  fix  ounces  of  bread,  and  fomething  lefs  than 
a  pint  of  water  per  day  ;  and  the  admiral  found  the 
Dutch  compafles  varied  a  point,  while  thofeof  Ge¬ 
noa  had  very  little  variation. 

On  Wednefday  June  8th,  feveral  days  after  the 
reckonings  of  all  the  pilots  had  been  out,  exadlly 
according  to  the  admiral’s  account,  they  made  the 
land  of  Odenicra,  between  Lifbon  and^Cape  St. 
Vincent,  which  fome  miftook  for  the  coatt  of  Ga¬ 
licia,  while  others  affirmed  they  were  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  channel ;  and  by  this  time  the  fcarcity  onboard 
was  fo  great,  that  many  of  the  people  propofea  to 
eat  the  Indians,  and  others  were  of  opinion  they 
fhould  be  thrown  overboard,  in  order  to  lefien  the 
confumption  of  the  provifion  that  remained.  But 
both  thefe  cruel  expedients  were  rejedted  by  the  ad¬ 
miral,  who  exerted  his  whole  authority  and  addrefs 
for  the  protection  of  tbofe  poor  creatures ;  and 
next  morning  he  was  rewarded  for  his  humanity, 
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with  the  fight  of  land,  which  agreed  fo  well  with 
his  prediction,  that  his  men  believed  he  was  actu¬ 
ally  prophetical  in  fea-affairs. 

The  admiral  being  landed,  fet  out  for  Burgos, 
where  he  was  favourably  received  by  their  Catho¬ 
lic  majedies,  who  were  then  celebrating  the  nup¬ 
tials  of  their  fon  prince  John,  with  Margaret  of 
Audria  daughter  of  Maximilian  the  emperor.  He 
prefented  the  king  and  queen  with  famples  of  every 
peculiar  production  of  the  Indies,  fuch  as  birds, 
beads,  trees,  plants,  indruments  and  utenfils,  to¬ 
gether  with  feveral  girdles  and  malks  adorned  with 
golden  plates,  and  a  large  quantity  of  gold  dud, 
with  grains  of  that  metal  of  various  dzes,  from 
the  bignefs  of  a  vetch  to  that  of  a  pigeon’s  egg. 

Having  afterwards  vindicated  his  own  conduCl  to 
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the  fatisfaCtion  of  their  majedies,  he  earnedly  beg¬ 
ged  to  be  fent  back  with  fupplies  to  the  colony 
which  he  had  left  in  want  of  men  and  many  ne» 
cedaries ;  but  notwithdanding  all  his  follicitations, 
the  court  was  fo  dilatory,  that  ten  or  twelve  months 
elapfed  before  he  could  obtain  afupply,  which  was 
fent  in  two  fhips  commanded  by  Peter  Fernandez 
Coronell.  After  his  departure,  Columbus  continued 
at  court,  to  negociate  the  equipment  of  fuch  a 
fleet  as  would  be  proper  for  him  to  conduCl  to  the 
Wed-Indies  :  but  this  was  long  retarded  by  the  ne¬ 
gligence  and  mifmanagement  of  the  king’s  officers, 
and  particularly  of  Don  John  de  Fonfeca  archdea¬ 
con  of  Sevil,  who  being  afterwards  created  bifhop 
of  Burgos,  proved  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  ad¬ 
miral,  and  was  the  chief  of  thofe  who  in  the  fequel 
brought  him  into  difgrace  with  their  Catholic  ma¬ 
jedies. 


The 


*H'44  ^4  ^4444  *  t  ^44  ^ 


The  Third  Voyage  of  Columbus, 

GOLUMBUS  having  forwarded  the  expedition 
with  the  utmoft  care  and  induftry,  on  the  30th 
of  May  1498,  fet  fail  from  the  bay  of  St.  Lucarde 
Barrameda,  with  fix  fhips  loaded  with  provifions 
and  neceftaries  for  the  relief  of  the  planters  in  Hif- 
paniola,  and  with  full  refolution  to  difcover  the 
continent  of  Paria. 

On  the  yth  of  June  he  arrived  at  the  ifland  of 
Puerto  Santo,  where  he  took  in  wood  and  water : 
on  the  9th  he  touched  at  Madeira,  where  hefurnifh- 
ed  himfelf  with  other  refrefhments  ;  and  on  the 
19th  reached  Gomera,  where  a  French  iliip  hav¬ 
ing  taken  three  Spanifh  veflels,  weighed  and  flood 
to  fea  with  them,  at  fight  of  the  fquadron.  The 
admiral  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this  capture, 
than  he  ordered  three  of  his  fhips  to  give  chace ;  but 
they  had  made  too  much  way  to  be  overtaken :  one 
of  the  prizes  however,  was  retrieved  by  the  bravery 
of  the  Spaniards  whom  the  French  had  left  on 
board,  and  who  clapping  their  captors  under  the 
hatches,  brought  the  veflel  fafely  into  port  again. 

From  hence  the  admiral  failed  for  the  ifland  of 
Ferro,  where  he  refolved  to  fend  three  of  his  fhips 
to  Hifpaniola,  while  he  with  the  reft  fhould  fail 
towards  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  and  from  thence 
diredlly  over  to  difcover  the  continent.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  determination,  he  appointed  Peter 
de  Arana,  Alonzo  Sancher  de  Carvagal,  and  John 
Antonio  Columbus  his  own  kinfman,  captains  of 
6  the 
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the  three  (liips  bound  for  Hifpaniola,  with  orders 
that  each  flioulc)  command  a  week  in  his  turn  ;  and 
this  difpofition  being  made,  the  (hips  parted,  each 
fquad-ron  upon  its  refpective  voyage. 

On  Wednefday  June  25th,  the  admiral  defcried 
the  ifland  de  Sal,  and  paffing  it,  came  to  an  anchor 
in  another  called  Bona  Vifta,  qn  which  are  fix  or 
feven  houfes  for  the  accommodation  of  lepers  who 
go  thither  to  be  cured.  The  Portuguefe  who  had 
charge  of  the  ifland,  immediately  went  aboard  the 
admiral  to  offer  his  fervice,  and  was  gratified  with 
a  prefect  of  fame  provifion,  which  was  extremely 
acceptable,  as  they  live  very  miferably  on  that  bar¬ 
ren  foil.  Columbus  being  defirous  to  know  by 
what  means  the  leprofy  was  cured  in  this  place,  he 
told  hi  in  that  the  recovery  of  the  difeafed  was  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  feeding 
upon  tortoifes,  with  the  blood  of  which  they  like- 
wife  anointed  themfelwes- externally.  Hither  thefe 
animals  repair  in  vafi:  numbers  from  the  African 
fhore,  to  lay  their  eggs  in  the  fand,  during  the 
months  of  June,  July  and  Augufl:,  and  are  eafily 
caught  by  being  turned  on  their  backs  while  they 
are  afleep.  This  is  the  only  employment  or  cxer- 
cife  ufed  by  the  wretched  lepers,  who  have  no  other 
fuflenance ;  and  there  is  neither  tree  nor  fpring  in 
the  ifland,  fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  drink  the  wa¬ 
ter  of  certain  pits,  which  is  brackifh  and  unpala¬ 
table. 

The  charge  of  the  whole  fpot  is  committed  to 
one  perfon,  with  four  men  under  his  directions,  who 
are  wholly  employed  in  killing  and  falting  goats  to 
be  fent  to  Portugal.  Of  thefe  creatures  there  are 
fiich  multitudes  in  the  mountains,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  one  year  they  had  fometimes  killed  to  the  va¬ 
lue  of  four  thoufand  ducats  3  and  the  whole  flock 
wetut  produced  from  eight  goats,  carried  thither  by 
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the  proprietor  of  the  ifiand,  whofe  name  was  Rode¬ 
rick  Alfonfo. 

On  Saturday  June  30th,  the  admiral  failed  for 
the  ifland  of  St.  Jago,  where  he  came  to  an  anchor 
next  day  in  the  evening,  and  fent  afhore  to  buy 
fome  cows  and  bulls,  as  a  live  flock  for  his  planta¬ 
tion  in  Hifpaniola:  but  finding  he  could  not  be 
furnifhed  without  fome  difficulty  and  delay,  he 
would  not  flay  in  fuch  an  unhealthy  place,  which 
was  always  covered  with  a  thick  fog ;  and  failed  on 
Thurfday  to  the  fouth-weft,  refolving  to  continue 
in  that  courfe,  until  he  fhould  be  under  the  Line, 
and  then  fleer  due  weft,  in  fearchof  fome  undifco- 
vered  country.  He  accordingly  proceeded,  not- 
withftanding  flrong  currents  fetting  violently  to  the 
north  and  north-wefl,  until  he  arrived  in  five  de¬ 
grees  of  north  latitude,  where  he  was  becalmed  for 
eight  days,  during  which  the  heat  was  fo  exceflive 
that  the  men  could  hardly  breathe  j  and  had  not  the 
air  been  fometimes  cooled  with  rain  and  fogs,  the 
crew  would  have  run  the  rifque  of  being  burnt 
with  their  {hips ;  fo  that  the  admiral  refolved  to 
proceed  no  farther  to  the  fouthward,  but  fleer  due 
weft,  at  leaft  until  he  fhould  fee  how  the  weather 
would  fettle* 

On  Tuefday  July  31ft,  having  failed  many  days 
in  a  wefterly  courfe,  and  judging  the  Caribbee 
iflands  were  to  the  northward,  he  determined  to 
change  his  direHion  and  make  for  Hifpaniola,  be¬ 
ing  in  great  want  of  provifion  and  water.  He 
therefore  flood  to  the  northward,  and  one  day 
about  noon,  a  failor  from  the  round-top  faw  land 
to  the  weftward,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  leagues, 
ftretching  towards  the  nortb-eaft  as  far  as  the  view 
could  extend.  Salve  regina  and  other  prayers  were 
{aid  by  the  feamen,  and  the  admiral  diftinguifhed  l 
this  land  by  the  name  of  Trinity,  becaufe  three  jd 
mountains  on  it  appeared  at  the  fame  time. 

Sailing  M 
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Sailing  due  weft,  he  anchored  five  leagues  be- 
yond  a  point  which  he  called  de  la  Galera,  from  a 
rock  that  at  a  diftance  refembled  a  galley  under 
fail :  but,  here  being  no  conveniency  to  take  in 
water,  he  failed  farther  weft,  and  caft  anchor  at 
another  point,  which  he  denominated  de  la  Plaga, 
where  the  people  landing,  found  water  in  a  delicate 
brook,  without  feeing  any  hut  or  people ;  tho’,  in 
coafting  along,  they  had  left  behind  many  houfes 
and  towns.  Indeed  they  found  fome  fifhing  tackle, 
and  the  prints  of  the  feet  of  beafts,  fome  of  which 
feemed  to  be  goats,  by  the  fkeleton  of  one  that 
they  perceived  on  the  beach.  That  fame  day  be¬ 
ing  the  1  ft  of  Auguft,  in  failing  between  Cape 
Galera  and  la  Plaga,  they  difeovered  the  continent 
at  the  diftance  of  five  and  twenty  leagues,  and 
miftaking  it  for  another  ifland,  gave  it  the  name  of 
]fia  Santa. 

The  Trinity,  between  the  two  points,  exttended 
thirty  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft,  but  had  no  har¬ 
bour  in  all  that  fp2ce,  tho’  the  country  feemed  very 
pleafant,  abounding  with  trees  and  villages.  This 
run  they  accomplifhed  in  a  very  iliort  time,  becaufe 
the  current  fet  to  the  weftward  like  a  rapid  river, 
altho*  the  tide  rofe  and  fell  above  forty  paces  along 
fhore. 

The  admiral  perceiving  that  he  could  have  no 
account  of  the  country  at  this  cape,  that  the  (hips 
could  not  be  watered  without  difficulty,  and  that 
there  was  no  convenience  for  careening,  proceeded 
to  a  more  wefterly  point  of  land,  which  he  named 
del  Arenal,  where  he  thought  his  boats  would  not 
be  fo  much  incommoded  by  the  eafterly  wind  which 
prevails  on  this  coaft.  In  1  is  way,  he  was  followed 
by  a  canoe  with  five  and  twenty  men,  who  flopped 
within  cannon  fhot,  calling  out  and  talking  very 
loud  :  as  what  they  faid  could  not  be  underftood, 
he  ordered  fome  of  the  men  to  allure  them  to  the 
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fhip,  by  (hewing  little  brafs  bafons,  looking  glafles, 
and  other  toys,  of  which  the  Indians  ufed  to  be 
enamoured  :  but,  this  expedient  proving  ineffe&u- 
al,  he  defired  one  of  the  men  to  afcend  the  poop 
and  play  upon  the  tabor  and  pipe,  while  others 
danced  around  him.  The  Indians  no  fooner 
heard  the  mufick,  and  faw  the  gefticulations  of  the 
Spaniards,  than  they  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  braced  their  targes,  and  (hot  their  arrows 
among  them  :  and  the  admiral  allowed  his  people 
to  punilh  their  infolence  with  their  crofs-bows, 
which  foon  compelled  the  lavages  to  retire  ;  tho* 
they  went  along  fide  of  another  caraval,  without 
appprehenfion,  and  were  civilly  treated  and  dif- 
miffed  by  the  captain,  who  faid  they  were  well 
fhaped  and  whiter  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
iflands  ;  that  they  wore  long  hair  tied  with  firings, 
and  covered  their  nudities  with  clouts. 

The  fhips  being  watered  at  Punta  del  Arena!, 
from  trenches  which  in  all  probability  the  fifher- 
men  had  made,  the  admiral  proceeded  to  another 
mouth  or  channel  towards  the  north -weft,  which 
he  called  Boca  del  Drago,  to  diflinguifh  it  from 
the  watering-place  he  had  left,  which  had  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  Boca  dela  Sierpe.  Thefetwo  mouths 
or  channels  are  made  by  the  two  weftermoft  points 
of  the  Trinity  ifiand,  and  two  other§  of  the  con¬ 
tinent,  lying  almofl  north  and  fouth  of  one  ano¬ 
ther.  In  the  midfl  of  the  Boca  del  Drago,  where 
the  admiral  anchored,  is  a  rock,  which  he  called  el 
Gallo  ;  and  through  the  other  the  fea  ran  fo  fu- 
jriouflv  to  the  northward,  that  it  refembled  the 
mouth  of  fome  great  river.  As  the  flips  lay  at  an¬ 
chor,  they  were  aflaulted  by  an  increafed  ftream 
running  northward  with  an  hideous  noife,  which 
meeting  with  another  current  from  the  gujph  of 
Paria,  fwelled  up  the  fea  with  terrible  roaring,  to 
the  aftonifhment  and  ccnfternation  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards, 
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&rds,  who  expelled  to  be  overwhelmed .  How¬ 
ever,  they  fuffered  no  other  damage  than  that  of 
feeing  one  of  the  {hips  drag  her  anchor,  tho’  {he 
was  afterwards  brought  up  by  the  help  of  her  fails. 
This  danger  being  pafled,  the  admiral  weighed 
anchor,  and  failed  weftward  along  the  fouth  coaft  of 
Paria,  which  he  then  believed  to  be  an  ifland,  and 
hoped  to  find  a  way  northward  to  Hifpaniola  ; 
but,  tho’  the  coaft  abounded  with  ports,  he  would 
not  enter  any,  as  all  that  fea  was  land-locked,  and 
formed  into  an  harbour  by  the  continent. 

On  the  5th  day  of  Auguft,  while  the  {hips  lay 
at  anchor,  the  boats  being  fent  afhore,  found 
plenty  of  fruit  peculiar  to  that  climate,  a  great 
quantity  of  wood,  and  fome  figns  of  people  who 
had  fled  at  their  approach.  Sailing  fifteen  leagues 
farther  down  the  coafi,  where  he  dropt  anchor,  a 
canoe  with  three  men  came  aboard  of  the  caraval  el 
Borreo,  and  being  carried  to  the  admiral,  the  men 
were  civilly  treated,  prefented  with  toys,  and  fent  on 
Chore  at  a  place  where  flood  a  number  of  Indians. 
Thefe  nofooner  underftood  the  pacific-difpofition  of 
the  Chriftians,  than  they  came  along  fide  in  their 
canoes,  to  barter  with  the  fame  fort  of  things  which 
the  Spaniards  had  bought  at  the  other  iflands :  but 
the  people  here  had  no  targets  nor  poifoned  arrows, 
which  are  peculiar  to  the  Canibals. 

.They  drank  a  liquor  as  white  as  milk,  and  ano¬ 
ther  of  a  dufkifh  hue,  that  tafled  like  wine  made 
of  four  grapes.  The  men  cover  their  heads  and 
middle  with  well  woven  cotton  cloths  of  different 
colours ;  but  the  women  here,  as  well  as  in  Trinity 
ifland,  were  ftark  naked  :  they  feemed  in  general 
to  be  more  civilized  and  tradlable  than  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Hifpaniola,  and  were  particularly  fond  of 
brafs  trinkets  and  bells— As  nothing  of  value  ap¬ 
peared  among  them  but  a  few  inconfiderable  plates 
of  gold  that  hung  about  their  necks,  the  admiral 
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ordered  fix  of  them  to  be  taken  on  board,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  weftward,  touched  at  two  other  high 
iflands,  well  inhabited  by  people  who  Teemed  to  be 
richer  in  gold  plates  than  thole  he  had  left :  they 
faid  it  was  produced  in  other  iflands  to  the  weft- 
ward,  inhabited  by  Canibals.  The  women  wore 
firings  of  beads  about  their  arms,  Tome  of  them 
being  very  fine  ftrong  pearls,  which  they  fignified 
were  found  in  oyfters  taken  to  the  weftward  and 
northward  of  Paria ;  and  the  admiral  having  pur- 
chafed  fome  of  them,  for  a  prefent  and  fample  to 
their  catholic  majefties,  Tent  the  boats  to  make 
further  inquiry  about  this  precious  commodity. 
When  the  Spaniards  landed,  they  were  received  in 
a  friendly  manner  by  the  natives,  who  flocked 
round  them,  and  conduced  them  to  an  houfe, 
where  they  were  hofpitably  entertained  with  victuals 
and  that  fort  of  wine  we  have  already  mentioned. 
Thefe  Indians  were  of  a  fairer  complexion,  opener 
countenance,  and  better  fhape  than  thofe  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  hitherto  feen,  and  wore  their  hair  cut 
ftiort  by  the  ears,  according  to  the  Spanifh  fafhion  : 
they  faid  their  country  was  called  Paria,  expreffed 
a  defire  of  living  in  amity  with  the  Chriftians, 
and  fuffered  them  to  return  to  their  fhips  in  peace. 

The  admiral  continuing  to  fail  weftward,  found 
the  water  growing  more  and  more  (hallow,  fo  that 
he  would  not  venture  to  proceed  farther  in  his  own 
Ihip,  but,  anchoring  upon  the  coaft,  fent  the  fmall 
caraval  el  Borreo  to  difcover  whether  there  was  an 
outlet  to  the  weftward  among  thofe  iflands.  She 
returned  next  day,  which  was  the  nth  of  Auguft, 
with  a  report  that  what  Teemed  iflands,  was  one 
continued  continent  :  fo  that  Columbus  ftood  to 
the  eaftward  and  palled  the  {freights,  which  he  faw  ! 
between  Paria  and  the  ifland  of  Trinity.  This  paf- 
flage  he  effedfed  with  great  difficulty  and  danger, 
ariftng  from  three  different  boifterous  currents ;  and 
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Auguft*  the  13th,  he  began  to  fail  weftward  along 
the  coaft  of  Paria,  from  which  he  intended  to  (land 
over  to  Hifpaniola,  being  now  fatisfied  that  it  was 
a  continent,  from  the  report  of  the  Indians,  the 
extent  of  the  gulph  of  pearls,  and  the  largenefs  of 
the  rivers  that  run  from  it  into  the  fea.  In  their 
courfe,  the  weather  being  calm,  he  was  carried  by 
the  currents  to  the  north  weft.  On  Wednefday 
Auguft  15th,  he  left  Cape  de  las  Conchas  to  the 
fouthward,  and  the  ifland  Margareta  to  the 
weft,  fteered ,,  by  fix  others,  which  he  called  las 
Guardas,  and  three  more  northerly,  denominated 
losTeftigos;  and  on  Monday  the  20th,  came  to 
an  anchor  between  Beaca  and  Hifpaniola,  from 
whence  he  fent  fome  Indians  with  a  letter  to  his 
brother  the  Adelantado.  He  now  flood  to  the 
eaftward  j  and  on  the  30th,  entered  the  harbour  of 
St.  Domingo,  where  his  brother  had  built  a  city  fo 
called,  in  memory  of  his  father,  whofe  name  was 
Dominick,  v,. 

By  this  time,  he  was  almoft  blind  with  over¬ 
watching,  and  quite  exhaufted  with  fatigue  5  but, 
he  now  flattered  himfelf  with  the  profpect  of  en¬ 
joying  his  repofe  in  the  bofom  of  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity.  Neverthelefs,  he  was  grievoufly  difap- 
pointed  in  this  expectation,  for  he  found  the  whole 
ifland  in  diforder  and  rebellion.  1  he  greateft  part 
of  thofe  he  had  left  were  dead,  above  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  were  miferably  infedled  with  the 
venereal  diftemper ;  a  great  number  had  rebelled 
with  one  Francis  Roldan,  whom  he  had  left  as 
alcalde  mayor  or  chief  juftice;  and  his  chagrin  was 
completed,  when  he  did  not  find  the  three  fhips 
which  he  had  difpatched  before  him  from  the 
Canaries. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  a  great  deal  of 
time  elapfed  before  Columbus  could  obtain  from 
their  catholic  majefties,  a  fupply  for  the  colony  of 
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Hifpaniola :  in  this  interval,  provifions  beginning 
to  fail  among  the  Spaniards  of  that  ifland,  they  be¬ 
gan  to  murmur,  became  diffatisfied  with  their  fitu- 
ation,  and  even  defpaired  of  the  admiral’s  return. 
Roldan,  whofepoftgave  him  confiderable'influence, 
refolved  to  profit  by  this  fpirit  of  difcontent,  fo  as 
to  center  the  whole  power  in  his  own  hands,  and 
with  this  view  encouraged  the  murmurs  of  the 
malecontents  againft  the  lieutenant  and  his  bro¬ 
ther  James,  to  whole  infolence  and  tyranny  he 
imputed  all  their  wants  and  fufferings,  and  even 
tampered  with  fome  chiefs  of  the  ifland,  whom  he 
endeavoured  to  attach  to  his  own  party.  FI  is  in¬ 
trigues  met  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  a  great  number 
of  the  Spaniards  were  alienated  from  the  brothers 
of  Columbus,  and  even  made  feveral  attempts  upon 
their  lives  :  at  length  Roldan^  pulling  off  the  mafk, 
affembled  his  men  to  the  number  of  fxty  five,  and 
attempted  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  town  and  fort 
of  Conception  ;  but  this  fcheme  mifcarried,  through 
the  vigilance  of  Railefter  the  commandant,  w7ho 
having  got  intimation  of  his  defign,  communicated 
it  to  the  lieutenant,  from  whom  he  received  a  rein¬ 
forcement.  In  confequence  of  this  rebellious  be¬ 
haviour,  the  Adelantado  ordered  Roldan  to  refign 
the  rod  of  juftice,  and  fubmit  himfelf  to  an  im¬ 
partial  trial :  but  thefe  commands  be  rejected  with 
dtfdain,  and  marched  with  his  mutineers  to  Ifabella, 
where  having  in  vain  tried  to  launch  a  caraval 
which  was  upon  the  ftocks,  he  plundered  the  ma¬ 
gazines  and  ftore-houfes,  and  obliged  James  Co¬ 
lumbus  to  retire  into  the  fort  for  protection.  He 
afterwards  fell  upon  the  cattle  that  grazed  in  the 
neighbourhood,  killed  a  number  for  provifion,  and 
took  all  the  beads  of  burthen,  to  ferve  his  people 
in  their  march  to  the  province  of  Xaragua,  w7here 
they  intended  to  fix  their  habitation,  becaufe  it 
was  the  moil  pleafant  and  plentiful  part  of  the 
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ifland,  and  abounded  with  beautiful  women.  But 
before  he  fet  out  for  this  retreat,  he  refolved  to 
make  trial  of  his  flrength,  and  furprize,  if  poffible, 
the  town  of  Conception,  where  he  purpofed  to 
murther  the  lieutenant,  from  whom  he  did  not 
doubt  that  he  (hould  be  a  le  to  feduce  his  men, 
who  were  but  too  fond  of  the  idle  and  voluptuous 
life  which  he  intended  to  lead.  The  Adelantado, 
who  was  a  man  of  equal  courage  and  difcretion, 
took  fuch  meafures  to  prevent  this  fedudfion,  that 
not  one  of  his  people  would  forfake  him,  and  he 
marched  out  againfl  Roldan,  who  did  not  think 
proper  to  hazard  an  encounter,  but  made  fhift  by 
artful  infinuations  to  the  prejudice  of  Columbus, 
to  engage  Guarinvex,  a  powerful  cacique  in  his 
company.  In  confequence  of  his  fuggeflions,  this 
Indian  chief  entered  into  an  afTociation  with  other 
lords  of  the  ifland,  who  were  cajoled  with  the  hope 
of  feeing  their  tribute  remitted  ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
folved  that,  at  the  full  moon,  the  natives  fhould  fur- 
prize  and  murther  the  Spaniards,  who  lived  among 
them  in  fmall  detached  parties,  for  the  convenience 
of  finding  fubfiilance.  This  project  likewife  mif- 
gave,  through  the  ignorance  of  the  Indians  ;  for, 
fome  of  them  being  miflaken  by  the  appearance  of 
the  moon,  fell  upon  the  Chriflians  before  the  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  and  were  eafily  repulfed  :  by  this  at¬ 
tempt  the  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  and  the  Spa¬ 
niards  were  afterwards  fo  much  upon  their  guard, 
that  they  had  no  chance  of  fucceeding  in  another 
effort. 

Roldan  was  not  a  little  mortified  at  thefe  re¬ 
peated  mifcarriages,  and  thinking  himfelf  unfafe  in 
any  other  part  of  the  ifland,  retired  with  his  fol¬ 
lowers  to  Xaragua,  proclaiming  himfelf  the  pro- 
tedlor  of  the  Indians  againfl  the  infolence  and  op- 
prefiion  of  the  lieutenant  and  his  brother.  His 
artful  mifreprefentations  not  only  had  an  effedl 
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among  the  natives,  Tome  of  whom  refufed  to  pay 
the  fettled  tribute,  but  likewife  left  an  impreffion 
upon  the  minds  of  thofe  Spaniards  who  (fill  re¬ 
mained  under  the  government  of  the  lieutenant  : 
many  of  them  were,  by  the  nature  and  warmth 
of  the  climate,  difpofed  to  lead  a  life  of  idlenefs, 
and  as  they  had  received  no  fupplies  from  Spain 
for  a  confiderable'  length  of  time,  they  grew  dif- 
contented  ;  and  .indeed  fuch  a  fpirit  of  difobedience 
had  diftufed  itfelf  among  them,  that  the  Adelantado 
duril  not  venture  to  punifh  the  guilty,  for  fear  of  a 
general  infurrection  and  revolt.  From  thefe  ap- 
pr'chenfions,  however,  he  was  in  fome  meafure 
freed  by  the  arrival  of  the  firft  two  fhips  which 
were  fent  out  in  confequence  of  the  admiral’s  folli- 
citations  :  there  being  a  reinforcement  of  men  and 
provmons,  together  with  the  aifurance  that  the  ad¬ 
miral  himfelf  would  foon  follow,  the  people  were 
encouraged  to  perfevere  in  their  duty,  and  the  re¬ 
bels  intimidated  by  the  profpeR  of  being  punifhecf 
whenever  Columbus  fhould  arrive.  The  two  fhips 
being  arrived  at  St.  Domingo,  Roldan  marched 
thitherward,  in  order  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  De¬ 
cenaries,  and  feduce,  if  poffible,  fome  of  the  new 
comers  to  his  party  :  but,  he  was  anticipated  by 
the  activity  of  the  lieutenant,  who  reached  the  place 
before  he  was  within  fix  leagues  of  it,  and  guarded 
the  pafles  in  fuch  a  manner  that  he  could  not  pro¬ 
ceed.  Neverthelefs,  as  he  earneftly  wifhed  that  the 
admiral  might  find  the  ifland  in  tranquillity,  the 
Adelantado  fent  overtures  of  accommodation  to 
Roldan  by  Peter  Fernandez  Coronell,  commander 
of  the  two  fhips,  whom  he  received  inanhoftile 
manner,  and  fent  back  with  a  contemptuous  refufah 
Things  remained  in  this  fituation,  till  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  three  fhips  which  the  admiral  had  de¬ 
tached  from  the  Canary  idands.  Thefe  veffels 
proceeded  with  favourable  winds,  until  they  made 
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the  Caribbees  ;  but  as  their  pilots  were  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  ports  of  Hifpaniola,  inffead  of  entering 
the  harbour  of  St.  Domingo,  they  were  driven  by 
the  currents  as  far  weftward  as  the  province  of 
Xaragua,  where  they  were  vifited  by  Roldan  and 
his  followers,  and  a  great  number  of  their  people 
debauched  into  his  fervice.  The  three  captains 
underftanding  that  there  was  a  divifion  between  the 
lieutenant  and  the  chief  juftice,  agreed  that  Cara- 
vajal  fhould  flay  in  Xaragua,  and  endeavour  to 
effeit  an  accommodation  ;  that  John  Anthony  Co¬ 
lumbus  fhould  conduct  the  workmen  over  land  to 
St.  Domingo,  and  that  Arana  fhould  fail  about 
with  the  fhips.  Accordingly  John  Anthony  Co¬ 
lumbus  landed  with  forty  men,  and  on  the  fecond 
day  of  his  march,  he  was  abandoned  by  all  his 
followers,  who  deferted  to  the  rebels,  except  fix 
or  feven,  with  whom  he  was  fain  to  return  on 
board,  after  having  in  vain  expoftulated  with 
Roldan  upon  his  treacherous  conduct  on  this 
occafion.  The  fhips,  after  a  troublefome  voyage,  in 
which  their  provifions  were  fpoiled,  and  Carava- 
jal’s  veflel  greatly  damaged,  arrived  at  St.  Domingo, 
where  the  captains  found  the  admiral  returned  from 
the  difcovery  of  the  continent.  He  had  been  in¬ 
formed  by  his  brother  of  Roldan’s  revolt,  and  re- 
folved  to  fend  a  circumftantial  detail  of  the  whole 
affair  to  their  catholic  majefties.  Mean  while,  that 
he  might  not  be  accufed  of  having  negleited  to 
take  any  one  ftep  that  could  quiet  thefe  diifenfions, 
he  defired  Ballefter,  who  was  near  Roldan,  to  de¬ 
mand  a  conference,  and  tell  him  that  the  admiral 
was  extremely  forry  for  the  breach  that  had  hap¬ 
pened  between  him  and  the  lieutenant,  and  very 
dellrous  of  healing  it  up  ;  that  he  fhould  be  glad  to 
fee  him,  and,  if  he  thought  proper,  would  grant 
him  a  fafe  conduit.  At  the  fame  time,  Columbus 
underftanding  that  the  rebels  complained  of  their 
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being  detained  upon  the  ifland,  by  the  want  of 
vefieis  to  reconvey  them  to  their  own  country,  he 
publifhed  a  proclamation,  giving  leave  of  departure 
to  all  that  would  return  to  Spain,  and  promifing  to 
fupply  them  with  free  pafTage  and  provifions. 
Wotwkhftanding  thefe  concefiions,  Roldan  treated 
all  his  advances  to  reconciliation  with  indignity 
and  infult,  telling  Ballefter,  that  it  was  in  his 
power  either  to  fupport  or  fupprefs  the  authority  of 
the  admiral,  with  whom  he  would  not  treat,  ex¬ 
cept  through  the  mediation  of  Caravajal,  whom 
he  knew  to  be  a  man  of  honour  and  difcretion. 

Although  Columbus  had  great  reafon  to  fufpedl 
the  fidelity  of  this  man,  who  had  actually  fupplied 
the  rebels  with  arms  while  the  (hips  lay  at  Xa- 
ragua,  yet  as  he  was  a  perfon  of  confequence  and 
a  good  (bare  of  prudence,  which  he  thought  would 
influence  him  to  a  St  with  fincerity  in  this  negotia¬ 
tion,  he  fenthim  and  Ballefter  as  deputies  to  Rol¬ 
dan,  who  refufed  to  treat,  on  pretence  that  they  had 
not  fet  at  liberty  fame  of  his  Indian  friends,  whom 
they  had  taken  in  aclual  rebellion  :  he  likewife  fent 
an  infolent  letter  to  the  admiral,  fubfcribed  by  his 
followers,  renouncing  all  obedience  to  his  autho¬ 
rity.  He  was,  afterwards,  however  prevailed  up¬ 
on  to  accept  of  a  fafe  conduct,  and  vifit  the  admi¬ 
ral,  to  whom  he  made  fuch  extravagant  propofals 
as  the  other  could  not  embrace  without  bringing  his 
own  character  into  contempt.  He,  therefore,  ex¬ 
plained  his  reafons  for  rejecting  them,  and  pro¬ 
claimed  a  free  pardon  to  all  thofe  who  fhould  return 
to  their  duty  and  allegiance  within  the  fpace  of 
thirty  davs  :  and  about  the  fame  time,  he  fent  five 
ihips  to  Spain  with  a  particular  account  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  and  diilenfions,  addrefted  to  their  catholic 
majefties.  A  copy  of  the  pardon,  together  with 
new  overtures  of  peace,  was  conveyed  to  the  re¬ 
bels  by  Caravajal,  and  after  great  altercation  and 
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difpute,  both  fides  at  length  agreed,  that  the  admi¬ 
ral  {hould  deliver  to  Roldan  two  good  {hips,  well 
manned,  rigged  and  vi&ualled,  for  transporting 
him  and  his  people  to  Spain,  from  the  port  of  Xa- 
ragua ;  that  he  {hould  iffue  an  order  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  their  Salaries  and  wages,  to  the  day  of 
their  departure ;  and  reftore  fuch  of  their  effects  as 
had  been  Seized  by  his  or  the  lieutenant’s  order  :  and 
that  within  fifty  days  from  the  ratification  of  this 
agreement,  they  fhould  leave  the  ifland.  Matters 
being  thus  compromised,  the  admiral  gave  orders 
for  equipping  the  {hips,  but,  necefi'aries  being  very 
Scarce,  and  the  weather  extremely  boifterous,  Some 
time  elapfed  before  they  could  be  brought  round  to 
Xaragua,  and  in  that  interval,  Roldan  changed  his 
mind,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  delay,  during 
which  he  Said,  his  people  had  confumed  a  great 
part  of  the  provifion  that  was  intended  for  the 
voyage,  he  renounced  the  agreement  and  refufed 
to  embark.  Caravajal,  who  went  to  Xaragua 
with  the  {hips,  after  having  in  vain  exhorted  the 
rebels  to  comply  with  the  articles  of  the  agree¬ 
ment,  entered  a  proteft  againft  their  proceedings, 
and  returned  with  the  fhip  to  St,  Domingo,  where 
he  told  the  admiral,  that  Roldan  ilill  exprefied  a 
defire  ot  feeing  the  affair  accommodated,  and  de- 
fired  a  fafe  condudl,  by  virtue  of  which  he  would 
come  and  treat  in  perlon.  Columbus,  knowing 
the  mutinous  difpofition  of  his  own  people,  was 
extremely  follicitous  about  healing  the  divifion, 
and  not  only  complied  with  Roldan’s  demand,  but 
went  round  with  two  caravals  to  the  port  of  Azu- 
ra,  which  is  near  Xaragua,  and  there  he  had  a  * 
conference  with  the  rebel  chief,  in  which  it  Was 
agreed,  that  the  admiral  {hould  fend  home  fifteen 
of  Roldan’s  followers  in  the  firft  {hips  bound  for 
Spain  j  that  he  fhould  give  land  and  houfes,  in  lieu 
of  pay,  to  thofe  who  remained  \  that  an  a 61-  of 

E  6  general 


1 


84  THETHIRD  VOYAGE 

general  amnefty  fhould  pafs  and  be  publifhed,  and 
that  Roldan  fhould  a-new  be  appointed  perpetual 
judge. 

Th  is  affair,  which  had  been  fo  long  in  agitation,, 
being  thus  adjuffed,  the  admiral  appointed  a  cap¬ 
tain  to  march  a  body  of  men  round  the  ifland,  in 
order  to  pacify,  reduce  and  punifh  the  rebellious 
Indians,  while  he  himfelf  propofed  to  return  to 
Spain,  with  his  brother  the  lieutenant,  that  no  caufe 
of  animofity  might  be  left  in  Hifpaniola,  fo  as  to 
endanger  another  revolt.  While  he  was  employed 
in  making  preparations  for  the  voyage,  Alonzo  de 
Ojeda  arrived  in  the  ifland  with  four  fhips,  from  a 
difcovering  cruize,  and  putting  into  the  port  of 
Yaquimo,  not  only  committed  a&s  of  outrage  upon 
the  Indians,  but  by  letters  began  to  tamper  with 
feme  of  the  Spaniards,  who  were  hardly  as  yet  con¬ 
firmed  in  their  duty  after  the  late  troubles ;  to 
thefe  he  infinuated  that  queen  Ifahella  was  in  a  very 
bad  (late  of  health,  and  that  after  her  deceafe,  the 
admiral  would  find  no  protection  at  court,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  muft  fall  a  victim  to  the  hatred  of 
Ojeda’s  kinfman  the  bifhop,  whom  we  have  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  as  the  inveterate  enemy  of  Co¬ 
lumbus.  7  he  admiral  being  informed  of  his  pro¬ 
ceedings,  ordered  Roldan  to  march  againit  him. 
with  one  and  twenty  men ;  and  accordingly  the 
chief  juftice  came  upon  him  fo  fuddenly,  at  the 
lioufe  of  a  cacique  called  Haniguaba,  that  finding 
it  irnpoffible  to  el’cape,  and  being  tub  weak  to 
make  any  oppofition,  he  went  forth  to  meet  him, 
cxcufed  his  landing,  upon  pretence  of  being  in 
want  of  provision,  and  declared  he  had  no  interi- 
tention  to  diiturb  the  repofe  of  the  ifland.  T  hen 
he  told  Roldan,  that  he  had  difcovered  fix  hundred 
leagues  to  the  welfward  along  the  coaft  of  Paria, 
where  he  found  people  who  fought  the  Chriftans 
band  to  hand  with  fuch  valour,  that  he  could  make 
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no  advantage  of  the  wealth  of  the  country,  from 
whence  he  had  brought  fome  fkins  of  deer,  rab¬ 
bets,  tygers  and  gaaninis  ;  and  concluded  with  a 
promife,  that  he  would  foon  fail  round  to  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  and  give  the  admiral  an  account  of  his 
voyage.  Notwithftanding  thefe  profeftions,  he 
failed  to  the  province  of  Xaragua,  where  he  fe« 
duced  a  good  number  of  the  people  who  had  been 
in  rebellion,  by  telling  them  them  that  he  and  Ca« 
ravajal  were  appointed  by  their  majefties,  counfel- 
lors  and  checks  upon  the  admiral,  and  that  as  he  had 
not  been  juft  enough  to  pay  them,  they  fhould  go 
under  his  command,  and  do  themfelves  juftice  by 
force.  This  wild  fcheme  being  oppofed  by  fome 
of  the  Spaniards,  who  defpifed  the  preemption  of 
Ojeda,  a  tumult  enfued,  in  which  feveral  perfons 
were  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  Roldan,  who  had 
rejected  his  propofals,  marching  a  fecond  time 
againft  him,  he  was  fain  to  take  refuge  in  the  (hips. 
The  chief  juftice,  perceiving  he  was  out  of  his 
reach,  invited  him  to  come  afhore  and  treat  of  an 
accommodation,  and  upon  his  refufal,  took,  his 
boat  by  ftratagem  ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  a  treaty,  in  confequence  of  which  he  left 
the  ifland.  Not  long  after  his  departure,  another 
commotion  was  raifed  by  one  Ferdinand  de  Guevara, 
who  was  in  difgrace  with  the  admiral,  for  having 
been  concerned  in  the  late  fedition.  This  man  be¬ 
ing  exafperated  againft  Roldan,  who  would  not 
permit  him  to  marry  the  daughter  of  Canua  queen 
of  Xaragua,  began  to  fet  up  for  himfelf,  and  en¬ 
tered  into  a  confpiracy  with  one  Adrian  de  Moxica, 
who  had  been  a  chief  actor  in  the  firft  rebellion  ; 
thefe  two  projectors  engaged  many  people  in  their 
intereft,  and  refolved  to  furprife  and  murther  the 
chief  juftice,  whom  Guevara  conftdered  as  his 
greateft  enemy,  and  the  chief  obftacle  to  his  de- 
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Roldan  having  got  intelligence  of  their  purpofe, 
concerted  his  meafures  fo  well,  that  he  feized  the 
chief  confpirators,  and  being  directed  by  the  ad¬ 
miral  to  punifh  them  according  to  law,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  a  fair  trial ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
Adrian  was  hanged,  fome  others  banifhed,  and 
Ferdinand  with  a  few  confederates  fent  prifoners  to 
la  Viga,  where  the  admiral  at  that  timerefided. 

This  example,  which  was  abfolutely  neceftary  for 
the  maintenance  of  peace  and  fubordination,  had 
fuch  an  effedf  upon  all  degrees  of  perfons,  that 
tranquillity  was  reftored  through  the  whole  ifland, 
and  the  Indians  fubmitted  without  further  oppoft- 
tion.  About  this  time,  fuch  rich  gold  mines  were 
difcovered,  that  every  man  began  to  dig  on  his  own 
account,  paying  to  the  king  one  third  of  what  he 
found  ;  and  their  labour  profpered  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  one  man  has  been  known  to  gather  forty 
ounces  in  one  day  ;  and  one  lump  of  pure  gold 
was  found,  that  weighed  one  hundred  and  ninety 
fix  ducats. 

While  Columbus  was  thus  indefatigably  em¬ 
ployed  in  appeafing  the  troubles  of  Hifpaniola,  and 
Securing  the  property  of  it  for  their  catholic  ma- 
jellies,  he  little  dreamed  what  a  ftorm  was  brewing 
againft  him  at  home.  During  the  rebellion,  a 
number  of  complaints  had  been  fent  to  Spain  by 
the  malecontents,  who  reprefented  him  as  an  info- 
lent  alien,  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the 
Spanifh  nation,  without  moderation  to  fupport  the 
dignity  to  which  he  had  been  railed,  oppreflive  and 
cruel  in  his  difpofition,  and  fo  avaritious  that  he 
not  only  with-held  the  pay  from  the  fervants  of  the 
government,  but  likewife  embezzled  the  riches  of 
the  idand.  They  inveighed  Hill  more  bitterly 
againft  his  brother  the  Adelantado,  nor  did  James 
efcape  the  utmoft  virulence  of  cenfure,  Thefe  in- 
vedlives  being  trumpeted  by  the  friends  of  the 

complainers. 
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complainers,  and  encouraged  by  many  perfons  at 
court,  who  envied  the  fuccefs  and  reputation  of 
Columbus,  fuch  a  clamour  was  raifed  in  Caffile,  that 
the  king  and  queen  were  every  day  furrounded  in 
the  ftreets,  and  even  in  the  palace,  by  people  de¬ 
manding  juftice  againft  that  proud  and  tyrannic 
foreigner,  who  had  oppreffed  fo  many  Caftilians, 
and  difcovered  a  mifchievous  country,  to  be  the 
ruin  and  grave  of  the  Spanifh  gentry.  Other  me¬ 
thods  were  taken  to  influence  the  favourites  at  court, 
who  joining  the  importunities  of  the  people,  their 
catholic  majefties  were  prevailed  upon  to  fend  an 
infpedor  general  to  Hifpaniola,  with  a  commiflion 
empowering  him  to  inquire  into  the  admiral’s  con- 
dud,  and  if  he  {hould  be  found  guilty,,  to  fend  him 
home,  while  he  {hould  remain  governor  of  the 
ifland.  The  perfon  chofen  for  this  office,  was  one 
Francis  de  Bovadilla,  a  knight  of  the  order  of  Ca- 
latrava,  in  very  low  circumftances,  who  being  fur- 
nifhed  with  full  powers  and  authority,  arrived  at 
St.  Domingo  in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  1500, 
while  the  admiral  was  at  the  Conception,  with  al- 
moft  all  the  people  of  confequence,  employed  in 
fettling  the  affairs  of  that  province,  where  his  bro¬ 
ther  had  been  affaulted  by  the  malecon tents. 

The  new  infpedor,  finding  nobody  at  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  who  could  be  a  check  upon  his  condud, 
took  pofieffion  of  the  admiral’s  palace,  and  con¬ 
verted  his  effeds  to  his  own  ufe  ;  then  affemblinp 
all  thofe  whom  he  found  difaffeded  to  the  bro¬ 
thers,  declared  himfelf  governor;  and,  in  order  to 
attach  the  people  to  his  intereft,  proclaimed  a  ge¬ 
neral  remiffion  for  twenty  years  to  come.  The 
next  ftep  he  took  was  to  require  the  admiral’s  pre¬ 
fence  without  delay  ;  and,  to  enforce  this  order,  he 
Cent  him  the  king’s  letter,  to  this  effed. 
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To  D.  Chridopher  Columbus,  our  admiral  of  the 

ocean. 

<c  We  have  ordered  the  commendary  Francis  de 
*c  Bovadilla,  the  bearer,  to  acquaint  you  with 
“  fome  things  from  us :  therefore  we  defire  you  to 
yield  him  entire  credit  and  obedience.” — Given 
at  Madrid,  May  21,  1499. 

<c  By  command  of  their  highneffes, 

46  Mic.  Perez  de  Alamazan. 

cc  I  THE  KING. 

<c  I  THE  QUEEN. 

Jr- 

The  admiral  no  fooner  received  this  letter,  than 
he  fet  out  for  St.  Domingo,  to  wait  upon  Bova¬ 
dilla  ;  who  without  delay  or  legal  information,  fent 
him  and  his  brother  James  on  board  of  a  fhip, 
where  they  were  put  in  irons,  under  a  ftrong 
guard,  and  entirely  excluded  from  the  fpeech  of 
any  perfon  whatever.  Then  a  procefs  was  inffci- 
tuted  againd  them,  and  all  their  enemies  admitted 
as  evidences,  who  in  their  depositions  were  fo  ma¬ 
licious,  incoherent  and  abfurd,  that  no  perfon,  who 
had  not  been  determined  at  all  events  to  ruin  the 
accufed,  would  have  paid  the  leaft  regard  to  their 
allegations.  But,  fo  far  was  Bovadilla  from  doing, 
judice  on  this  occafion,  that  he  countenanced  the 
mod  flagrant  perjury,  and  even  encouraged  the 
rabble  to  infult  the  prifoners,  by  reading  Scandalous 
libels  in  the  market-place,  and  blowing  horns  at  the 
port  where  the  fhips  lay  at  anchor.  Perhaps  the 
Adelentado,  who  was  not  yet  returned  from  Xa- 
ragua,  might  have  refcued  his  brothers  by  force  of 
arms,  had  not  the  admiral  ordered  him  to  Submit 
quietly,  and  Surrender  himfelf  to  the  authority  of 
their  majedies,  now  veiled  in  the  perfon  of  their 
new  governor,  who  had  no  fooner  Secured  their 
perfons,  and  laid  dried  injunctions  on  Andrew 
.Martin  the  captain  of  the  fhip,  to  deliver  the  ad¬ 
miral 
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miral  in  irons  to  the  bifhop  D.  John  de  Fonfeca  his 
old  enemy,  by  whofe  direction  he  acted,  than  he 
began  to  fquapder  the  king’s  revenues  among  his 
creatures,  to  embezzle  the  treafure,  countenance 
all  manner  of  profligacy  and  extravagance,  opprefs  . 
and  plunder  the  Indians,  and  in  fhort,  deftroy  the 
wholefome  regulations  which  had  been  eftablifhed. 

With  regard  to  the  admiral,  he  declined  accept¬ 
ing  the  favour  of  Andrew  Martin,  who  being 
afhamed  of  his  fltuation,  would  have  knocked  off 
his  irons  ;  but  he  infilled  upon  wearing  them  during 
the  whole  paflfage,  faying  he  was  refolved  to  keep 
them  as  a  memorial  of  the  reward  he  had  obtained 
for  his  fervice.  Nor  did  he  ever  change  his  opinion 
in  this  particular  ;  for,  the  fetters  were  always  pre- 
ferved  in  his  own  chamber,  and  buried  in  the  fame 
coffin  with  his  body,  at  his  own  requeft. 

On  the  20th  day  of  November  1 500,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  their  catholic  majeities,  giving  an  account 
of  his  arrival  at  Cadiz;  and  they  underflanding  his 
iituation,  gave  immediate  order  that  he  fhould  he 
releafed,  and  fent  him  very  gracious  letters,  in 
which  they  expreiTed  their  forrow  for  his  fuiferings, 
and  the  unmannerly  behaviour  of  Bovadilla,  and 
invited  him  to  court,  with  promife  that  he  fhould 
be  fhortly  difpatched  with  full  reftitution  of  his  ho¬ 
nour.  Accordingly  on  his  arrival  at  Grenada,  he 
met  with  a  very  favourable  reception  from  the  king 
and  queen,  who  expreffed  their  difpleafure  againft 
the  author  of  his  imprifonment,  and  promifed  that 
he  fhould  have  ample  fatisfadtion.  In  the  mean 
time,  they  ordered  his  affair  to  be  examined,  and 
the  accufation  plainly  appearing  malicious  and  fri¬ 
volous,  he  was  honourably  acquitted.  Anew  go¬ 
vernor  was  appointed  to  be  fent  to  Hifpaniola,  in 
order  to  redrefs  the  admiral’s  grievances,  and  oblige 
Bovadilla  to  reflore  what  he  bad  unjuiily  feized  ; 
and  to  proceed  againft  the  rebels  according  to  the 

nature. 
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nature  of  their  offences.  This  power  and  com- 
million  was  granted  to  Nicholas  de  Obando,  com- 
mandery  of  laws,  a  man  of  abilities,  but  crafty, 
cruel  and  revengeful,  who  liftened  to  malicious  fur- 
mifes,  and  exercifed  great  barbarity  upon  the  na¬ 
tives  and  their  chiefs.  At  the  fame  time,  it  was 
refolved,  that  Columbus  fhould  be  fent  upon  fome 
voyage  that  might  turn  to  his  advantage,  and  keep 
him  employed,  until  Obando  could  fettle  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Hifpaniola.  But  the  admiral  being  weary 
of  the  fatigues  attending  fuch  expeditions,  ex¬ 
tremely  chagrined  at  the  ingratitude  of  Spain,  and 
apprehenfive  of  future  difgrace  from  the  indefati¬ 
gable  efforts  of  his  enemies  at  court,  defired  to  be 
excufed  from  embarking  again,  and  would  not  en¬ 
gage  in  the  enterprize,  until  he  was  ftrongly  fol- 
licited  by  their  majefties,  who  allured  him  of  their 
protection  in  a  letter  to  this  effeCl :  44  And  be  af- 
44  fured  that  your  imprifonment  was  very  difplea- 
44  fing  to  us ;  for,  you  and  all  men  faw,  that  as 
44  foon  as  we  heard  of  it,  we  applied  the  proper 
64  remedies.  You  know  with  how  much  refpedf 
44  we  have  always  ordered  you  to  be  treated  :  we 
44  have  now  direded  that  you  (hall  receive  all 
44  worthy  and  noble  ufage  ;  and  we  promife,  that 
64  the  privileges  and  prerogatives  which  we  have 
44  granted  you,  fhall  be  preferved  in  ample  manner, 
44  according  to  the  tenor  of  our  letters  patent* 
44  Thefe  your  children  fhall  enjoy  without  contra- 
44  didlion  ;  and,  if  it  be  requillte  to  ratify  them 
44  a-new,  we  will  do  it,  and  order  your  fon  to  be 
44  put  in  poffeliion  of  all  :  for,  we  defire  to  ho- 
44  nour  and  favour  you  in  greater  matters  than  thefe. 
44  And  be  fatished  we  will  take  due  ca^e  of  your 
44  children  and  brothers  after  your  departure.  We 
44  therefore  pray  you  not  to  delay  your  voyage.” 
Given  at  Valencia  de  la  Torre,  March  i^th  1502. 

The 
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The  Fourth  Voyage  of  Columbus, 

rr^HE  admiral  yielded  to  thefe  folicitations, 
and  having  received  his  inftrudlions,  fet  out 
in  the  year  1501  for  Sevi],  in  order  to  fuperintend 
the  equipment  of  his  fquadron,  confining  of  four 
fmall  {hips,  with  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  in¬ 
cluding  boys.  All  the  neceffary  preparations  being 
made,  he  failed  from  Cadiz  on  the  9th  of  May  for 
St.  Catherine’s,  from  whence,  onWednefday  i?th 
he  departed  for  Arzilla,  in  order  to  relieve  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  were  faid  to  be  in  great  diftrefs ;  but, 
before  he  arrived,  the  Moors  had  raifed  the  fiege. 
The  admiral  had  fent  his  brother  D.  Bartholomew, 
and  his  own  fon,  together  with  the  captains  of  the 
fquadron,  to  vifit  the  governor,  who  had  been 
wounded  in  an  aftauit;  and  he  returned  the  com¬ 
pliment,  by  fending  on  board  a  number  of  gentle¬ 
men,  among  whom  were  fome  relations  of  Donna 
Philippa  Moni*,  the  admiral’s  Portuguefe  wife. 

That  fame  day  he  fet  fail  for  the  Gran  Canaria, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  20th,  and  took  in  wood  and 
water  for  the  voyage.  On  the  25th,  in  the  evening, 
he  proceeded  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  wind  was 
fo  favourable,  that  without  having  handed  the  fails, 
lie  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Martinico  on  Wednes¬ 
day  June  15th;  there  having  taken  in  a  frefh  fup- 
ply  of  wood  and  water,  he  ftood  to  the  weftward 
among  the  Caribbee  iflands,  and  on  the  24th  ran 
along  the  fouth  fide  of  St.  John.  From  thence  he 
fleered  his  courfe  for  St.  Domingo,  where  he  in¬ 
tended  to  exchange  one  of  his  fhips,  which  was  a 

bad 
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bad  failer,  that  he  might  continue  his  voyage  with 
more  advantage,  to  the  coaft  of  Paria,  in  quell  of 
the  llrait  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  near  Veragua  and 
Nombre  de  Dios.  But  that  the  new  commen- 
dary,  whom  their  majeflies  had  fent  to  call  Bovadil- 
la  to  account,  might  not  be  furprized  at  his  unex¬ 
pected  arrival,  he,  on  the  29th  of  June,  being 
near  the  port,  difpatched  before  him  Peter  de  Ter- 
reros,  one  of  his  captains,  tofignify  the  occafion  he 
had  for  another  fhip,  as  well  as  for  fhelter  againll 
a  florm  which  he  forefaw;  and,  on  account  of 
which,  he  defired  the  commendary  would  not  fuffer 
a  fleet  that  lay  ready  for  failing  to  quit  the  harbour. 
So  little  inclined  was  this  new  governor  to  aftift  the 
admiral  with  another  velTel,  that  he  would  not  even 
allow  him  to  enter  the  port  ;  and,  difregarding  his 
advice,  permitted  the  fleet,  confifting  of  eighteen 
fail,  to  go  to  fea  without  delay,  on  their  return 
to  Spain,  having  on  board  Bovadilla,  Roldan,  and 
the  reft  of  the  admiral’s  enemies. 

They  had  no  fooner  weathered  the  eaft  point 
of  Plifpaniola,  than  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dread¬ 
ful  tempeft,  in  which  their  admiral  foundered  with 
Bovadilla,  and  almoft  all  the  chief  rebels ;  and  of  the 
whole  eighteen  fhips,  not  above  three  or  four  were 
faved,  while  Columbus,  who  prognofticated  the 
ftorm,  fheltered  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  under 
the  land.  On  the  fecond  day,  however,  the  wind 
rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  fury,  that  his  other  three 
vefiels  were  forced  out  to  fea  ;  where  the  Bermuda, 
the  fhip  he  wanted  to  exchange,  mu  ft  certainly  have 
perifhed,  had  not  fire  been  preferved  by  the  admi¬ 
rable  fkill  and  dexterity  of  D.  Bartholomew,  who 
was  allowed  to  be  the  moft  expert  feaman  of  his 
time.  The  fhips  being  thus  feparated,  every  one 
concluded  the  other  was  loft,  until,  in  a  few  days, 
they  met  again  in  the  port  of  Azua,  where,  upon 
comparing  their  obfervations,  it  appeared  that  Bar¬ 
tholomew 
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tholomew  had  weathered  the  (term  by  running  out 
to  fea,  like  an  able  Tailor,  while  Chriftopher  had 
avoided  great  part  of  the  danger,  by  lying  clofe  un¬ 
der  Ihore,  like  a  wife  aftrologer.  Indeed  the  admi¬ 
ral’s  fatisfa&ion  was  confiderably  diminilhed,  by 
the  mortification  and  chagrin  he  felt,  upon  reflect¬ 
ing,  that  he  was  denied  (helter  in  that  very  coun¬ 
try  which  he  himfelf  had  difeovered,  and  annexed 
to  the  crown  of  Spain.  This  Form,  together  with 
its  confluences,  furnilhed  his  enemies  with  a  pre¬ 
tence  for  faying,  he  had  raifed  it  by  magic  art, 
for  the  deflruCtion  of  the  fleet  bound  for  Spain  ;  and 
what  added  more  weight  to  this  fuppofition,  the 
only  fhip  of  the  eighteen,  that  arrived  in  Spain 
was  the  Aguja  or  Needle,  on  board  of  which  were 
4000  pefos  in  gold,  belonging  to  the  admiral,  while 
the  other  three,  which  refilled  the  fury  of  the  florm, 
were  forced  back  to  St.  Domingo  in  a  fhattered  con¬ 
dition. 

Columbus  having  refrefhed  his  men  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Azua,  where  they  caught  plenty  of  fifh  cal¬ 
led  faavina  and  manatee  or  fea-cow,  failed  to  the 
port  of  Brazil,  which  the  Indians  call  Gracchimo, 
to  fhelter  himfelf  from  another  {form  that  was  brew¬ 
ing;  and  thence  departing  July  14th,  was  becalmed 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  inflead  of  continuing  his 
courfe,  he  was  carried  away  by  the  current,  to  cer¬ 
tain  iflands  near  Jamaica,  which  being  very  fmall 
and  Tandy,  he  named  Los  Poros  or  the  Wells;  be- 
caufe,  for  want  of  frefh  fprings,  he  ordered  his  men 
to  dig  pits  in  the  fand,  from  which  they  drew  wa¬ 
ter  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhip.  Then  {landing  to  the 
fouthward  for  the  continent,  he  reached  the  iflands 
of  Guanara,  near  the  province  now  called  Hon¬ 
duras,  where  his  brother  Bartholomew  going  afhore 
with  two  boats,  found  people  like  thofe  of  the 
other  iflands,  a  great  number  of  pine  trees,  and 
pieces  of  lapis  calamnafis ,  which  being  mixed  with 

copper^ 
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copper,  fome  of  the  feamen  miflook  for  gold,  and 
concealed  accordingly.  While  he  remained  in  this 
place,  he  defcried  a  canoe  as  long  as  a  galley,  and 
eight  feet  wide,  with  an  awning  in  the  middle,  made 
of  palm-tree  leaves,  not  unlike  thofe  of  the  Vene¬ 
tian  gondolas ;  under  this  cover,  the  women,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  all  the  goods  were  fheltered  from  the 
weather;  and,  tho’  the  veffel  was  manned  by  twen¬ 
ty  five  flout  Indians,  they  allowed  themfelves  to  be 
taken  without  oppofition. 

The  admiral,  rejoicing  at  this  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  commodities  of  the  continent,  with¬ 
out  being  obliged  to  expofe  his  men  to  danger,  or¬ 
dered  the  cargo  to  be  examined,  and  found  quilts 
and  fhirts  of  cotton,  without  fleeves,  curioufly 
wrought  and  dyed  of  feveral  colours ;  fome  clouts 
for  the  middle,  of  the  fame  fluff,  together  with 
large  fheets,  in  which  their  women  wrapped  them¬ 
felves  ;  long  wooden  fwords  edged  on  each  fide, 
with  flint  fixed  in  a  groove,  with  thread  and  a  bitu¬ 
minous  matter,  hatchets  and  bells  of  copper,  with 
plates  and  crucibles  for  melting  that  metal.  The 
provifion  confifled  of  fuch  roots  and  grain  as  are 
ufed  for  food  in  Hifpaniola,  and  a  fort  of  liquor, 
made  of  maiz,  refembling  the  Englifh  beer.  They 
had  alfo  a  good  number  of  cacao  nuts,  which  in 
New  Spain  pafs  for  money,  and  upon  which  they 
feemed  to  put  a  great  value;  for,  notwithflanding 
the  conflernation  with  which  they  were  feized, 
when  they  found  themfelves  prifoners  among  fuch 
a  flrange  race  of  men,  they  never  failed,  when  one 
of  thefe  nuts  chanced  to  fall  upon  the  deck,  to  floop 
down  and  take  it  up  with  marks  of  eagernefs  and 
concern,  as  a  thing  of  great  confequence.  Nor 
ought  we  to  omit  mentioning  their  extraordinary 
modefly,  which  was  fo  remarkable,  that  when  fome 
of  them  were  pulled  on  board  by  their  clouts,  which 
gave  way,  they  immediately  covered  their  nudities 

with 
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with  their  hands,  and  the  women  wrapped  them- 
(elves  in  their  (beets,  with  figns  of  fhame  and  con- 
fufion.  This  their  fenfe  of  decorum  had  fuch  an 
effedt  upon  the  admiral,  that  he  ordered  them  to 
be  well  ufed,  reftored  their  canoe,  and  gave  them 
European  commodities  in  exchange  for  thofe  ar¬ 
ticles  of  their  merchandize  which  he  thought  pro- 
per  to  retain :  however,  he  kept  one  old  man  call¬ 
ed  Giumbe,  who  feemed  to  be  the  wifeft  and  chief 
man  of  the  whole,  that  from  him  he  might  learn 
fome  other  material  particulars  of  the  country,  and 
ufe  him  as  an  interpreter  among  the  other  Indians. 
This  office  he  chearfully  undertook,  and  faithfully 
difcharged  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage,  as  long  as 
it  continued,  among  people  who  underftood  his  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  when  he  could  be  no  longer  ferviceable, 
he  was  difmifted  to  his  heart’s  content,  with  many 
valuable  prefents  as  a  reward  for  his  fidelity. 

Although  the  admiral  was  informed  by  this  Indian, 
of  the  great  wealth,  politenefs,  and  ingenuity  of  the 
people  who  lived  to  the  weffward  in  New  Spain,  yet 
knowing,  as  thefe  countries  lay  to  leeward,  he  could 
fail  thither  at  any  time  from  Cuba,  he  refolved  at  pre- 
fent  to  perftft  in  his  defign  of  difcovering  the  (trait 
in  the  continent,  through  which  he  might  penetrate 
into  the  fouth  fea,  and  reach  the  fpice  country  ; 
and  accordingly  turned  to  the  eaftward  towards  Ve- 
ragua  and  Nombre  de  Dios,  where  he  was  told 
th  is  (trait  would  be  found.  Nor  was  the  infor¬ 
mation  untrue  ;  inafmuch  as  the  Indians  meant  a 
ftrait  of  land  or  ifthmus,  which  he  miftook  for  a 
narrow  gulph  extending  from  fea  to  fea.  In  queft 
of  this  ftrait  he  failed  towards  a  point  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  which  he  named  Cafinus,  becaufe  there  he 
found  great  plenty  of  trees,  bearing  a  fruit,  fo  call¬ 
ed  by  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola ;  and  near  this 
cape  he  faw  people  who  wore  painted  fhirts  or  jer¬ 
kins,  and  clouts,  made  of  cotton,  like  coats  of  mail, 
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fo  firong  as  to  defend  them  againft  the  weapons  ufed 
in  that  country,  and  even  againfl  the  ftroke  of  an 
European  fword.  But  farther  to  the  eaflward,  near 
Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  the  natives  are  of  a  fierce 
afpedl  and  favage  difpofition,  go  ftark  naked,  eat  hu¬ 
man  flefh,  and  fifh  raw  as  it  is  taken;  and  they  make 
fuch  holes  in  their  ear?,  as  will  admit  an  hen’s  egg; 
from  which  circumftance  the  admiral  denominated 
that  coaft,  de  Las  Orejas,  or,  of  the  Ears.  Turn¬ 
ing  ftill  to  windward,  on  Sunday  Auguft  14th, 
1502,  Bartholomew  Columbus  went  afhore  in  the 
morning  to  hear  mafs,  with  the  colours,  captains, 
and  a  good  number  of  men  ;  and  on  Wednefday  fol¬ 
lowing,  when  they  went  to  take  pofiefiion  of  the 
country  dor  their  catholic  majefties,  above  one 
hundred  Indians,  loaded  with  provifions,  ran  down 
to  the  fhore,  and,  on  the  approach  of  the  boats,  on 
a  fudden  retired  without  fpeaking  one  word.  The 
lieutenant  perceiving  their  timidity,  employed  the 
interpreter  to  allure  them  with  horfe  bells,  beads, 
and  other  toys,  which  pleafed  them  fo  much,  that 
next  day  they  returned  in  greater  numbers,  with 
feveral  forts  of  provifions,  fuch  as  hens  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  which  are  better  than  thofe  of  Europe,  geefe, 
roafted  fifh,  and  red  and  white  beans,  refembling 
the  kidney  beans  of  Spain.  The  country,  tho’  low, 
was  green  and  beautiful,  producing  abundance  of 
pines,  oaks,  palm-trees,  and  mirabolans,  together 
with  every  fort  of  fruit  or  provifion  to  be  found  up¬ 
on  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola.  Here  likewife  were 
leopards,  deer,  and  other  animals.  The  people 
are  like  thofe  of  the  Illands,  except  in  their  fore¬ 
heads,  which  are  not  fohigh;  their  nudities  only 
are  covered ;  they  feem  to  have  no  religion,  and 
every  nation  fpeaks  a  particular  language  of  its  own. 
Their  arms  and  bodies  are  ornamented  with  dif¬ 
ferent  figures,  wrought  into  the  fkin  by  fire.  The»  > : 
better  fort,  inftead  of  caps,  wear  red  and  white  cot- 
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ton  cloths;  fome  have  fhort  jumps  without  fleeves, 
that  reach  to  their  middle,  and  others  have  locks 
of  hair  hanging  down  on  their  foreheads  :  but  on 
a  feftival,  they  paint  their  faces  of  various  colours, 
fo  as  to  look  very  terrible  and  diabolical. 

From  the  coaft  de  las  Orejas,'  the  admiral  fpent 
feventy  days  in  failing  fixty  leagues  to  the  eafkvard, 
becaufe  the  wind  and  current  were  contrary  all  the 
time  :  neverthelefs,  as  there  was  good  riding  along 
the  coaft,  he  tacked  to  and  fro,  and  dropped  an¬ 
chor  every  night  under  the  land  ;  and  on  the  !  4th 
of  September  reached  a  cape,  which  he  called  Gra¬ 
cias  a  Dios,  or  Thanks  to  God,  becaufe  from  thence 
the  land  trended  off  to  the  fouth,  fo  as  that  he  could 
profecute  his  voyage  with  the  trade  wind  :  neverthe¬ 
lefs,  a  little  way  beyond  this  head  land,  he  palled 
fome  dangerous  fands  that  ran  out  to  fea  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach. 

On  the  1 6th,  being  in  want  of  good  water,  the 
admiral  fent  the  boats  into  a  river,  <at  the  entrance 
of  which  there  was  fuch  a  ripling,  occafioned  by 
the  current  of  the  ftream,  and  the  wind  from  the 
fea,  that  in  returning,  one  of  the  boats,  together 
with  all  her  men,  was  loft ;  fo  that  it  was  named, 
the  River  de  la  Defgracia,  or  of  Difader.  Running 
ft  ill  to  the  foutbward,  he,  on  Sunday  25th,  anchor¬ 
ed  near  a  town  called  Cariari,  and  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  a  little  ifland  named  Quiriviri,  which  in 
people,  foil,  and  fituation,  excelled  every  place  he 
had  yet  feen  :  for  the  land  is  high,  and  abounds  with 
pafturage,  rivers  and  woods.  Cariari  is  fituated 
near  a  great  river  ;  to  the  banks  of  which  a  mul- 
titude  of  people  reforted,  fome  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  and  others  with  ftaves  of  palm-tree, 
as  black  as  a  coal,  and  as  hard  as  horn,  pointed 
with  the  bones  of  fifties  ;  a  third  fet  were  furnifhed 
with  clubs  :  and  they  feemed  to  have  affembled  with 
intention  to  defend  their  com  ftom  invafion. 
Vox,,  I,  F  But, 
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But,  perceiving  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  Chri- 
ftians,  they  exprefied  a  defire  of  bartering  their 
commodities,  confiding  of  arms,  cotton  jerkins, 
{beets,  and  guaninis,  which  are  pieces  of  pale  gold, 
worn  about  rl  eir  necks  like  relicks.  With  thefe 
articles  they  fwam  to  the  boats  ;  for  the  Spaniards 
did  not  go  a-fhore  that  day  or  the  next ;  nor  would 
the  admiral  allow  his  people  to  take  their  goods  in  ex¬ 
change,  but  prefented  them  with  feveral  trinkets,  that 
they  might  look  upon  the  Chriftians  as  men  who  de- 
fpifed  all  mercenary  views.  The  lefs  the  admiral 
feemed  to  regard  the  traffick,  the  more  eagernefs  they 
difcovered  to  trade  with  him,  and  made  iigns  from 
the  land,  inviting  his  people  to  come  among  them  ; 
but  thefe  proving  ineffectual,  they  retired,  leaving 
every  thing  they  had  received  on  board  in  a  heap 
upon  the  fhore,  where  they  were  found  the  Wednes¬ 
day  following,  when  the  Spaniards  landed.  The 
Indians,  fuppofing  the  Grangers  did  not  confide  in 
their  Sincerity,  fent  down  an  ancient  man,  of  an 
awful  prefence,  carrying  a  flag  upon  a  ftaff,  attended 
by  two  young  girls,  with  guaninis  about  their  necks  : 
thefe,  at  his  earned:  fequeft,  were  conduced  by 
the  boat’s  crew  on  board  of  the  admiral,  who  or¬ 
dered  them  to  be  clothed,  and  fed,  and  fent  on  fhore 
again,  where  they  were  received  with  much  fatis- 
facffion  by  the  old  man  and  fifty  natives  affembled 
on  the  beach. 

Next  day,  the  admiral’s  brother  going  afhore  to 
learn  fomething  of  the  country,  two  of  their  chief 
men  came  to  the  boat,  and  taking  him  by  the  arms, 
made  him  fit  down  upon  the  grafs  between  them. 
In  this  Situation  he  began  to  interrogate  them,  and 
ordered  the  Secretary  to  write  down  their  anfwers ; 
but,  they  no  Sooner  Saw  the  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
than  they  were  Seized  with  conflernation,  and  ran 
away,  believing  that  theSe  were  implements  of  Sor¬ 
cery  :  fear  they  had  performed  Some  ceremonies  of 
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exorciCm  before  they  approached  the  Spaniards. 
D  Bartholomew  having  quieted  their  apprehen- 
fions,  vifited  their  town,  where,  in  a  great  wooden 
palace,  covered  with  canes,  he  faw  feveral  tombs, 
in  one  of  which  was  a  dead  body  embalmed  ;  and 
in  another  two  human  carcaffes  wrapped  up  in  cot¬ 
ton  (beets,  which  did' not  emit  the  lead  odour :  over 
each  of  thefe  catacombs  was  a  board  with  the  figures 
of  beads  carved  upon  it;  and  onfome  of  them  were 
the  effigies  of  the  defundf,  adorned  with  guaninis, 
beads,  and  other  ornaments  upon  which  they  fet  a 
value. 

The  admiral  was  fo  defirous  of  bein?  better  ac- 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  this  country,  and  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  who  feemed  to  be  more 
civilized  than  any  he  had  yet  feen,  that  he  ordered 
feven  to  be  taken,  and  of  thefe  he  chofe  two  that 
feemed  to  be  the  mod  intelligent,  fending  the  red: 
away  with  fome  prefents,  and  an  adurance  that 
their  companions  were  detained  for  no  other  reafon, 
than  to  ferve  as  guides  and  interpreters  along  the 
coad,  and  that  in  a  little  time  they  would  be  certain- 
-  ]y  fet  at  liberty.  Notwithdanding  thefe  profef- 
lions,  they  imputed  the  detention  to  avarice;  and 
next  day,  a  number  of  them  coming  down  to  the 
(bore,  fentfour  ambaffadors  on  board  of  the  admi¬ 
ral,  to  treat  for  the  ranfom  of  their  countrymen, 
with  a  prefent  of  two  wild  hogs,  which,  tho’  fmall, 
were  very  fweet.  Thefe  deputies  were  entertained 
with  great  civility  ;  and,  tho’  he  would  not  com¬ 
ply  with  their  requed,  fent  them  away  well  fatis- 
fied,  and  amply  paid  for  their  hogs,  one  of  which 
was  hunted  on  board  by  a  kind  of  wild  cat,  of  a 
greyifh  colour,  that  was  caught  in  a  wood  by  one  of 
the  men,  after  he  had  cut  off  one  of  its  fore-legs. 
This  animal,  which  is  as  big  as  a  fmall  grey  hound, 
leaps  like  a  fquirrel  from  tree  to  tree,  and  not  only 
fadens  upon  the  branches  with  its  claws3  but  even 
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with  its  tail,  by  which  it  often  fufpends  itfelf,  either 
for  reft  or  fport.  The  hogs,  tho’  naturally  very  fe¬ 
rocious,  no  fooner  faw  it,  than  they  ran  about  the 
deck,  in  a  fright;  and  the  admiral  perceiving  their 
terror,  ordered  one  of  them  to  be  brought  near  the 
cat,  which  immediately  wound  its  tail  about  the 
hog’s  fnout,  and  with  the  foreleg  that  remained, 
faftening  upon  its  pole,  would  foon  have  made  a 
prey  of  it  had  not  the  people  interpofed.  From  thcfe 
cireumftances  it  appeared,  that  thofe  cats  hunt  like 
the  wolves  in  Spain. 

On  Wednefday,  Odfober  5th,  the  admiral  failed 
into  the  bay  of  Caravaro,  lix  leagues  in  length,  and 
above  three  in  breadth,  in  which  are  many  i'mall 
itlands ;  and  between  them  the  fhips  fail  as  it  were 
in  ftreets,  bruihing  the  trees  on  each  fide.  The 
veftels  being  anchored  in  this  bay,  the  boats  were 
fent  to  one  of  the  i Hands,  where  the  men  found 
twenty  canoes,  and  their  people  hard  by  them  on 
the  fhore,  Hark  naked,  with  little  plates,  or  eagles 
of  gold  about  their  necks.  They  exprefted  no  fym- 
ptoms  of  fear  ;  but,  for  three  horfe-bells,  gave  a  gold 
plate  that  weighed  ten  ducats,  and  faid,  there  was 
great  plenty  of  that  metal  on  the  continent,  at  a 
very  fmatl  diftance  from  this  place. 

Next  day  the  boat’s  crew  went  afhore  upon  the 
main  land,  where  they  met  with  ten  canoes  full  of 
people,  who,  refufing  to  barter  away  their  plates, 
two  of  them  were  taken,  that  the  admiral  might 
have  a  chance  for  acquiring  fome  material  intelli¬ 
gence,  by  means  of  the  Cariari  interpreters ;  and 
they  confirmed  what  the  iflanders  had  faid  of  the 
gold,  which  was  at  the  diftance  of  two  days  journey 
up  in  the  country.  From  this  bay,  the  admiral  failed 
into  another  hard  by,  called  Aburena;  on  the  17th 
put  to  fea  in  the  profecution  of  his  voyage ;  and  ar¬ 
riving  at  the  river  Guaiga,  twelve  leagues  from 
hence,  commanded  the  boats  to  be  rowed  afhore, 
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where  they  were  violently  aflaulted  by  above  one 
hundred  Indians,  who  ran  furioufly  into  the  water 
up  to  the  middle,  brandifhing  lances,  blowing  horns, 
beating  drums,  and  throwing  Tea-water  towards  the 
Spaniards,  at  whom  they  likewife  fpurted  chewed 
herbs,  with  marks  of  deteilation  and  defiance.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  menaces,  they  were  appeas’d  by 
the  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  Chriflians,  and  for 
a  few  horfe-bells  exchanged  fixteen  gold  plates,  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ducats.  Next 
day,  however,  they  lay  in  ambufcade  for  the  boats, 
and  perceiving  that  no  body  would  venture  to  land 
without  fecurity,  they  ruffled  into  the  water  as  they 
had  done  the  preceding  day,  and  even  threatened 
to  throw  their  javelins,  provided  the  boats,  that  lay 
upon  their  oars,  would  not  return  to  the  (hips. 
The  Spaniards,  exafperated  at  their  infolent  beha¬ 
viour,  wounded  one  of  them  in  the  arm  with  an 
arrow,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  admiral  fired  a 
cannon,  the  explofion  of  which  terrified  them  to 
fuch  a  degree  that  they  fled  with  precipitation. 
Then  four  men  landing,  invited  them  to  return  by 
figns,  in  confequence  of  which  they  laid  down  their 
arms;  and  coming  back,  exchanged  their  plates 
very  peaceably. 

The  admiral  having  got  famples  of  what  this 
part  of  the  country  produced,  proceeded  toCatiba; 
and  cafting  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  a  great  river, 
perceived  the  natives  aflembling  by  the  found  of 
drums  and  horns.  They  fent  two  of  their  num¬ 
ber  along  fide  in  a  canoe,  and  thefe  having  difcour- 
fed  with  the  Cariari  interpreters,  came  on  board 
without  any  apprehenfion,  and  gave  their  plates  to 
the  admiral,  who  in  return  prefented  them  with 
fome  baubles.  This  canoe  was  fucceeded  by  an¬ 
other,  with  three  men,  who  behaved  in  the  fame 
manner.  And  amity  being  thus  effabliflied,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  went  afhore,  and  found  a  great  number  of 
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Indians  with  their  king,  who  differed  in  nothing 
from  the  reft,  but  in  being  covered  with  one  leaf 
of  a  tree,  becaufe  it  rained  very  hard.  This  fove- 
reign,  by  exchanging  his  plate,  fet  an  example  to 
his  fubjecfts,  who  bartered  to  the  number  of  nine¬ 
teen,  of  pure  gold.  Here  the  Chriftians  faw  a  great 
mafs  of  wall,  feemingly  built  of  ftone  and  lime ,  and 
as  this  was  the  firft  part  of  the  Indies  where  the  ad¬ 
miral  difcovered  figns  of  ftrudfure,  he  bi ought  away 
a  piece  of  it  as  a  memorial. 

Sailing  to  the  eaftward,  he  paffed  Cobravo  ;  and 
the  wind  blowing  frefh,  held  on  his  courfe  to  five 
towns  of  great  trade,  among  which  was  Veragua, 
where  the  Indians  faid  the  gold  was  gathered,  and 
the  plates  manufactured.  Next  day  he  arrived  at  a 
town  called  Cubiga,  from  which  he  continued  his 
voyage  to  another,  which  he  called  Porto-bello,  or 
the  Beautiful  harbour  ;  becaufe  it  is  fpacious,  popu¬ 
lous,  and  encompaffed  by  a  well  cultivated  country. 
He  entered  this  harbour  on  the  2d  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  palling  between  two  fmall  iflands,  within  which 
the  fhips  lay  clofe  to  the  fhore :  and  for  feven  days, 
during  which  he  continued  here,  on  account  of  the 
rain  and  bad  weather,  canoes  came  conftantly  on 
board,  with  people  from  the  adjacent  country,  to 
barter  provifions,  and  bottoms  of  fine-fpun  cotton, 
which  they  exchanged  for  pins,  points,  and  other 
fuch  trifles. 

On  Wednefday  9th,  he  failed  from  Porto-bello, 
eight  leagues  to  the  eaftward  ;  but,  next  day,  was 
forced  back  four  leagues  by  ftrefs  of  weather ;  and 
putting  in  among  the  iflands  near  the  continent, 
where  now  the  town  of  Nombre  de  Dios  ftands, 
called  the  place  Puerta  de  Baftimentos,  or  the  Port 
of  Provifions,  becaufe  all  thofe  fmall  iflands  were  co¬ 
vered  with  grain.  A  boat  well  manned  being  fent 
in  purfuit  of  a  canoe,  the  Indians  were  fo  terrified 
that  they  leaped  into  the  fea,  and  efcaped,  notwith- 
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Handing  all  the  efforts  of  the  Spaniards ;  for  when 
the  boat  approached  any  one  of  them,  he  dived  like 
a  duck,  and  came  up  again  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow- 
fhot  from  the  place. 

Here  the  admiral  continued,  refitting  the  fhips, 
and  mending  the  cafk,  till  the  23d  of  November; 
when  he  failed  eaftward  to  a  place  called  Guiga, where 
the  boat’s  crew  being  fent  afhore,  found  above  three 
hundred  Indians,  ready  to  trade  for  fuch  provifions 
as  they  had,  and  fome  fmall  pieces  of  gold  that  hung 
at  their  ears  and  nofes :  but  without  tarrying  iri 
this  place,  he  put  into  a  fmall  port,  which  he  cal¬ 
led  Retrete,  or  Retired,  becaufe  it  could  not  con¬ 
tain  above  fix  fhips,  and  the  width  of  the  mouth 
did  not  exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  paces,  though  the 
rocks  on  both  Tides  appeared  above  water  asi  fh arp 
as  diamonds,  and  the  channel  between  them  was 
not  to  be  fathomed.  The  admiral  was  decoyed 
into  this  confined  harbour,  by  the  mifreprefenta- 
tions  of  thofe  who  were  fent  to  view  it,  and  who 
gave  a  favourable  account  of  it,  becaufe  here  the 
fhips  muft  lie  clofe  to  the  fhore,  fo  as  that  they 
would  have  the  better  opportunity  of  trading  with 
the  natives.  He  lay  nine  days  in  this  narrow  place, 
to  which  he  was  confined  by  bad  weather;  and  at 
firff  the  Indians  came  very  familiarly  to  trade,  un¬ 
til  they  were  provoked,  by  the  infolence  and  dido- 
lute  behaviour  of  the  Teamen,  to  a£b  of  open  hofti- 
lity.  As  their  numbers  daily  increafed,  their  cou¬ 
rage  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  refolution,  that  they 
came  down  and  threatened  to  board  the  fhips;  and 
the  admiral,  having  in  vain  attempted  to  appeafe 
them  by  patience  and  civility,  found  it  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  alter  his  deportment,  fo  as  that  they 
might  be  convinced  of  his  importance.  He  there¬ 
fore  ordered  his  people  to  fire  fome  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  and  this  noife  they  anfwered  with  fhouts, 
threfhing  the  trees  with  (laves,  as  if  they  defpis’d 
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the  explofion,  which  they  believed  to  be  the  effedl 
of  thunder,  ufed  to  terrify  them.  Then  he  load¬ 
ed  one  of  the  great  guns  with  fhot,  and  pointing 
it  at  a  number  aflembled  upon  an  hillock,  the  ball 
Jell  in  the  midft  of  them,  and  foon  made  them  fen- 
fible  there  was  fomething  more  than  empty  noife  : 
for  they  inffantly  fled  with  fuch  confternation,  that 
for  the  future  they  durft  not  appear  even  behind  the 
mountains.  Thefe  people  were  the  heft  fhaped  In¬ 
dians  of  any  he  had  yet  feen  ;  tall  and  "thin,  with¬ 
out  prominent  bellies,  which  are  frequent  in  this 
country.  In  this  harbour  were  abundance  of  very 
large  crocodiles  or  alligators,  that  fieep  afhore,  and 
emit  a  mufky  fcent,  and  are  fo  ravenous  that  they 
will  devour  men  if  they  can  take  them  at  advan¬ 
tage,  tho’  they  are  Tearful  and  cowardly  when  at¬ 
tacked. 

The  admiral  perceiving  that  the  violent  winds 
from  the  call;  and  north-eaft  continued  to  blow  with¬ 
out  ceafing,  and  that  he  could  no  longer  trade  with 
the  inhabitants  of  this  coaft,  he  refolved  to  return 
and  fatisfy  himfelf  of  the  truth  of  what  was  report¬ 
ed  concerning  the  mines  of  Veragua  ;  and  therefore, 
on  Monday,  December  5th,  failed  back  to  Porto- 
bello. 

Next  day,  while  he  held  on  his  courfe,  the  wind 
{Lifted  to  the  weft,  but  as  lie  did  not  think  this 
was  a  fettled  gale,  he  bore  up  againft  it  for  feme 
days,  during  which  the  weather  was  very  unfettled 
and  unruly,  in  fo  much  as  the  failors  could  fcarce 
ftand  upon  deck  ;  for  the  fky  Teemed  to  be  finking 
in  a  deluge  of  rain,  the  whole  air  appeared  like  a 
furnace  of  lightening,  and  the  thunder  roared  fo  in- 
cefTantly,  that  the  people  miftook  it  for  the  firing 
of  guns  in  fignal  of  diftrefs.  The  men,  who  were 
coniiantly  wet  to  the  fkin,  and  expofed  to  thefe 
dreadful  peals  and  flafhes,  began  to  be  terrified  and 
to  defpair,  efpecially  as  the  wind  Drifted  in  their 
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teeth  whenever  they  endeavoured  to  make  any  har¬ 
bour;  and  in  the  midft  of  this  danger  and  diffrac¬ 
tion,  they  had  well  nigh  been  overwhelmed  by  a 
dreadful  water-fpout  that  rofe  from  the  fea  to  the 
clouds,  as  thick  as  an  ordinary  butt,  whirling  about, 
and  dafhing  with  a  mod:  tremenduous  roar.  To 
complete  their  misfortunes,  they  loft  fight  of  the 
ihip  Caino,  which  they  concluded  was  loft,  until 
they  faw  her  again  at  the  end  of  three  diffnal  dark 
days,  in  which  ibe  had  been  obliged  to  calf  anchor, 
and  afterwards  was  driven  to  fea,  with  the  lofs  of 
her  anchor  and  boat 

The  fhips  were  almoft  Blattered  to  pieces  by  the 
temped,  and  the  men  quite  fpent  with  cold,  hun¬ 
ger,  and  fatigue,  when  they  were  relieved  by  a  calm 
that  laded  two  days ;  during  which  they  were  fur- 
rounded  by  an  infinite  number  of  (harks,  fo  greedy 
that  they  would  bite  at  the  hook  tho’  baited  only 
with  a  red  rag.  Many  of  thefe  were  caught,  and 
out  of  the  belly  of  one  was  taken  an  entire  tortoife, 
that  afterwards  lived  on  board ;  and  from  another* 
the  whole  head  of  a  fhark  which  we  had  cut  off  and 
thrown  into  the  fea  :  fo  that  the  individuals  of  this 
fpecies  feem  to  prey  upon  one  another.  Tho’  fome 
of  the  people  looked  upon  them  as  ominous  fifh* 
and  all  allowed  they  furnifhed  a  very  indifferent 
meal,  yet  the  failors  ate  them  with  great  eagernefs 
for  by  this  time  they  had  been  eight  months  at  fea* 
and  confumed  all  their  provifion,  except  the  bifcuit, 
which,  from  the  heat  and  moifture  of  the  climate, 
was  fo  full  of  maggots,  that  many  delayed  eating 
till  it  was  dark,  that  they  might  not  fee  the  ver¬ 
min  they  were  obliged  to  fwailow. 

On  Saturday  17th,  the  admiral  entered  an  har¬ 
bour,  three  leagues  eaft  of  Pennon,  which  the  In¬ 
dians  call  Huiva,  and  there  permitted  his  men  to 
repofe  themfelves  for  three  days  ;  during  which,  go¬ 
ing  afhore,  they  perceived  the  inhabitants  lived  in 
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huts,  built  upon  the  tops  of  trees,  of  flicks  laic! 
a-crofs  from  tree  to  tree  ;  a  flrange  cuflom,  which 
mu  ft  have  been  owing  to  their  fear  of  wild  beads, 
land-floods,  or  enemies  of  their  own  fpecies;  for 
all  along  that  coaft,  the  different  nations  are  at  war 
with  one  another.  From  this  harbour  or  bay,  he 
failed  on  the  20th  ;  but  no  fooner  was  he  at  fea  than 
the  tempeft  began  to  rage  again,  and  he  was  driven 
into  another  port :  from  whence  he  took  his  depar¬ 
ture  on  the3d  day,  the  weather  being  fomewhat  men¬ 
ded.  Neverthelefs,  as  if  providence  had  refolved  to 
thwart  the  expedition.,  the  wind  roughened  and  be¬ 
came  adverfe,  fo  that  he  was  bandied  about,  to  the 
aftonifhment  and  terror  of  every  perfon  on  board, 
until  he  made  the  harbour  where  he  had  been  before, 
on  Thurfday  the  12th  of  the  fame  month.  Here 
he  flayed  from  December  26th,  till  the  3d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  when,  •  having  repaired  the  fhip  Gallega, 
and  taken  on  board  a  fufficient  quantity  of  Indian 
wheat,  wood  and  water,  he  failed  back  towards  Ve¬ 
ragua,  with  contrary  winds  and  foul  weather.  In¬ 
deed  he  was  fo  perplexed  and  fatigued  wi  h  cur¬ 
rents,  tempefts,  and  unfavourable  gales,  between 
Veragua  and  Porto-bello,  that  he  called  the  whole 
coaft  Cofta  de  Contraftes,  or  of  Contention. 

On  T  hurfday  he  call  anchor  near  a  river  which 
the  Indians  call  Yebra,  and  the  admiral  named  Beth- 
lem ;  becaufe  he  arrived  in  this  place  on  the  feaft 
of  the  Epiphany.  To  the  w7eftward  of  this  was  the 
river  of  Veragua,  the  water  of  which  was  very  fhal- 
low,  but  the  boats  went  up  to-  the  town  where  the 
gold  mines  were  faid  to  be.  At  ftrft  the  Indians 
flood  upon  their  guard,  and  threatened  to  oppofe 
the  landing  of  the  Spaniards  5  but  an  Indian  inter¬ 
preter  going  afhore.  and  giving  a  favourable  account 
of  the  Chriftians,  they  were  appeafed,  and  trucked 
away  twenty  gold  plates,  fonie  hollow  pieces,  like 
joints  of  reeds,  and  fome  grains  that  never  were 
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smelted,  which  they  Laid  they  had  gathered  a  great 
way  off,  upon  uncouth  mountains. 

On  Monday,  June  9th,  the  admiral’s  fhip  and 
the  Bifcayna  went  up  the  river  Bethlem,  and  the 
Indians  came  to  exchange  fuch  things  as  they  had, 
particularly  fifh,  which  at  certain  times  of  the  year 
come  from  thefea  up  thefe  rivers  in  incredible  num¬ 
bers  :  they  likewife  hartered  fome  gold  for  pins, 
beads,  and  hawks  bells.  Next  day  they  were  joined 
by  the  other  two  (hips,  that  could  not  come  in  the 
preceding  day  for  want  of  water  at  the  river’s 
mouth.  On  the  third  day  after  their  arrival,  D.  Bar¬ 
tholomew  went  up  the  river  with  the  boats,  to  the 
town  of  Quibin  ;  fo  the  Indians  call  their  king ;  who 
hearing  of  the  lieutenant’s  defign,  came  down  in 
his  canoes  to  meet  him,  and  they  received  each 
other  in  a  very  friendly  manner.  Next  day  he 
went  on  board  to  vifit  the  admiral,  who  made  him 
fome  prefents,  and  he  retired  very  well  pleafed,  af¬ 
ter  a  converfation  that  lafted  a  whole  hour,  du¬ 
ring  which  his  people  exchanged  fome  gold  for 
bells. 

On  Wednefday  the  24th,  the  river  fuddenly  fwel- 
led  to  a  furprifing  pitch,  and  rufhed  down  with 
fuch  impetuofity,  that  the  admiral’s  fhip  parted  her 
cable,  and  running  foul  of  the  Gallega,  brought 
the  fore  mail:  by  the  board,  and  both  veffels  were 
in  great  danger  of  perifhing.  This  fudden  rife  of 
the  river  was  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  fome  ter¬ 
rible  fhower  that  had  fallen  upon  the  mountains  of 
Veragua,  which  were  named  St.  Chriftopher’s,  be- 
caufe  the  tops  of  them  reached  above  the  clouds. 
On  Monday,  February  6th,  the  fhips  being  caulked 
and  refitted,  D.  Bartholomew,  and  fixty.- eight  men, 
were  fent  in  boats  to  the  river  of  Veragua,  and  row¬ 
ing  up,  arrived  at  the  cacique’s  town,  where  he 
ftaid  a  whole  day,  inquiring  the  neareff  way  to 
the  mines  :  in  confequence  of  the  intelligence  he 
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received,  they,  on  Wednefday,  travelled  four  leagues 
and  an  half;  and  n\ext  day,  arriving  at  the  place  to 
which  they  were  diredled,  gathered  fomegold  about 
the  roots  of  trees,  which  were  very  thick,  and  of  a 
prodigious  height.  As  the  foie  aim  of  this  journey 
was  to  get  information  touching  the  mines,  they 
immediately  returned  to  the  fhips,  very  well  pleafed 
with  the  fample ;  tho’,  as  they  afterwards  learned, 
the  mines  from  which  they  had  pick’d  it  were  not 
thofe  of  Veragua,  which  lay  much  nearer,  but  of 
Urira,  a  town  belonging  to  people  at  war  with  Qui- 
bio,  who  had  directed  the  Spaniards  to  his  enemy’s 
mines  inftead  of  his  own. 

On  Thurfday,  February  14th,  1503,  D.  Bartho¬ 
lomew,  with  fifty  men,  and  followed  by  a  boat, 
marched  to  the  river  of  Urira,  feven  leagues  weft- 
ward  from  Bethlem,  and  next  day  were  met  by  the 
cacique,  attended  by  twenty  men,  who  preferred 
him  with  provifions,  and  fome  gold  plates  were 
exchanged  :  and  during  this  intercourfe,  the  Indians 
chewed  a  dry  herb  together  with  a  fort  of  powder. 
Having  relied  a  while  in  this  place,  the  Chriftians 
were  conduced  to  the  town,  where  they  were  hof- 
pitably  entertained  with  victuals  and  lodging ;  and, 
foon  after  their  arrival,  vifited  by  the  cacique  of  Du- 
run,  which  is  a  neighbouring  town :  he  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  great  number  of  his  people,  who  brought 
fome  plates  to  truck,  and  told  the  lieutenant,  that 
up  in  the  country  there  were  caciques  who  had 
abundance  of  gold,  and  a  great  number  of  men  arm¬ 
ed  like  the  Spaniards. 

Next  day  D.  Bartholomew  fent  back  twenty  men- 
to  the  fhips,  and  with  the  other  thirty  proceeded  to¬ 
wards  Zobabra,  where  he  faw  above  fix  leagues  of 
ground  full  of  maiz,  and  cultivated  like  corn  fields. 
Here  he  was  kindly  entertained  by  the  natives,  as 
well  as  at  another  town,  called  Cateba,  where  he 
purchafed  fome  plates :  but  having  now  advanced  a 
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great  way  from  the  (hips,  without  finding  any  har¬ 
bour  along  the  coafi,  or  river  larger  than  that  of 
Bethlem,  where  he  could  conveniently  fettle  a  co¬ 
lony,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  admiral,  he 
returned  with  a  good  quantity  of  gold,  to  the  place 
from  which  he  had  taken  his  departure,  and  ia 
which  a  refolution  was  now  taken,  to  make  a  fettle- 
ment,  with  eighty  men  under  his  command.  Proper 
difpofitions  being  made,  they  began  to  build  hou- 
fes,  about  a  cannon’s  foot  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Bethlem,  the  materials  being  timber,  and  the 
thatch  confiding  of  the  leaves  of  palm-trees  that 
grew  along  the  fhore.  Several  pieces  of  cannon, 
with  powder,  provifion,  and  other  necefiaries,  were 
lodged  in  a  large  magazine  ereSled  for  that  purpofe  ; 
except  a  quantity  of  wine,  bifcuit,  oil,  vinegar, 
cheefe,  and  grain,  which  was  depofited  on  board 
of  the  fhip  Gallega,  to  be  left  with  cordage,  nets, 
hooks,  and  other  fifhing-tackle,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
colony.  Indeed  thefe  lad:  could  not  but  be  of  fignai 
fervice,  in  a  country  that  abounds  with  fuch  quan¬ 
tities  of  fifh.  Thefe  the  natives  took  with  hooks 
made  of  tortoife-fnell,  which  they  cut  with  a  thread, 
here  as  well  as  in  the  iflands.  Among  others,  the 
fea  produces  a  very  fmall  fifh,  called  titi,  which  are 
fo  perfecuted  by  their  enemies,  that  they  fiy  up  to 
the  furface  of  the  water,  where  they  are  caught  in 
1  ttle  matts  or  fmall  nets,  and  being  wrapped  in 
leaves,  are  dried  in  an  oven,  fo  that  they  may  be 
kept  for  a  long  time  :  they  likewife  catch  abundance 
of  pilchards,  which  being  purfued  by  other  fifh,  will 
leap  two  or  three  paces  upon  the  dry  land  ;  tho’  they 
are  alfo  taken  in  another  manner.  In  the  middle 
of  their  canoes,  from  ftem  to  ftern,  the  Indians 
raife  a  partition  of  palm-tree  leaves,  two  yards  high, 
and  plying  about  the  river,  make  a  noife  by  beating 
the  fhore  with  their  oars,  fo  as  to  frighten  the  pil¬ 
chards,  which,  miflaking  the  leaves  for  land,  leap  up- 
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on  them  in  great  quantities,  and  fall  into  the  canoe, 
Befides  thefe,  they  take  great  numbers  of  other  fifh, 
that  pafs  along  the  coaft  in  fhoals,  and  bake  them, 
as  already  obferved.  As  for  liquor,  they  have  plen¬ 
ty  of  a  very  palatable  kind  of  beer  made  of  maiz, 
and  agreeable  wine,  made  of  the  juice  and  pith  of  a 
certain  kind  of  palm  tree,  as  well  as  of  a  fruit  that 
refembles  a  great  pine  apple. 

'The  houfes  being  reared,  and  the  regulations 
made  for  the  maintenance  of  the  new  colony,  the 
admiral  refolved  to  return  to  Spain  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay  ;  when  his  voyage  was  effedfually  retard¬ 
ed  by  want  of  water  to  carry  him  out  of  the  river, 
as  well  as  by  the  terrible  furf  that  beat  upon  the 
fhore,  threatning  immediate  dedrudlion  to  any  vef- 
fel  thatfhould  approach  it.  This  circumftance  was 
the  more  unfortunate,  as  the  rains,  which  alone 
could  fwell  the  river,  were  pad,  and  the  bottoms 
of  the  fhips  were  like  honey-combs,  being  worm- 
eaten  through  and  through.  To  complete  the  dif¬ 
ader,  it  was  cafually  difcovered  by  means  of  an  in¬ 
terpreter,  that  Quibio  intended  to  fet  fire  to  the 
houfes  of  the  Chriftians,  who  had  made  a  fettlement 
in  his  dominions,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of 
him  and  his  people.  In  this  dilemma,  the  admi¬ 
ral  concerted  meafures  with  his  brother,  for  taking, 
the  cacique  prifoner,  together  with  his  principal 
men,  and  carry  them  to  Spain  as  hokages  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  his  fubjedts.  Accordingly,  on 
the  30th  of  March,  the  lieutenant,  with  above  fe- 
venty  men,  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Veragua,. 
confiding  of  draggling  houfes ;  and  at  a  fmall  di- 
flance  from  it,  received  a  mefiage  from  the  cacique, 
defiring  he  would  not  come  up  to  his  houfe,  which 
flood  by  itfelf  upon  a  hill :  notwithdanding  this  in¬ 
timation,  he  refolved  to  go  up  with  five  men  only, 
after  having  ordered  the  red;  to  follow,  two  and  two, 
at  fome  didance,  and  when  they  fhould  hear  a 
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mu  fleet  fired,  to  befet  the  houfe,  that  no  body 
might  efcape.  As  he  approached  the  refidence  of 
Quibio,  he  was  met  by  another  meflenger,  who 
begged  he  would  not  enter  the  houfe,  for  the  ca¬ 
cique  himfelf  would  come  out,  tho’  he  was  wound¬ 
ed  by  an  arrow.  Thefe  entreaties  were  the  effedl 
of  jealoufy,  which  prevails  fo  much  among  the  In¬ 
dians  of  this  coaft,  that  they  wiil  not  allow  their 
women  to  be  feen.  Quibio  coming  to  the  door, 
according  to  his  promife,  was  immediately  feized 
by  the  lieutenant,  and  the  mufket  being  bred,  the 
reft  of  the  Spaniards  furrounded  the  houfe,  in  which 
were  about  thirty  perfons,  who  feeing  their  prince 
taken,  made  no  opposition.  Among  thefe  were  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  cacique,  together  with 
forne  men  of  note,  who  offered  to  ranfom  them- 
felves  with  a  great  quantity  of  gold  that  was  con- 
cealed  in  an  adjoining  wood.  Bartholomew,  with¬ 
out  regarding  thefe  offers,  ordered  Quibio  and  the 
reft,  male  and  female,  to  be  bound,  and  carried  on 
board,  before  the  country  fhould  take  the  alarm  ; 
and  as  he  himfelf  intended  to  ftay,  with  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  men,  in  order  to  fecure  fome  of  the 
cacique’s  kindred  and  fubjeefts,  whom  he  had  not 
yet  taken,  he  delivered  the  prifoners  to  John  San¬ 
chez  de  Cadiz,  an  able  pilot,  and  a  man  of  good 
reputation,  who  undertook,  with  great  confidence 
and  alacrity,  to  carry  them  fafely  on  board  of  the 
admiral.  He  accordingly  embarked  with  them  in 
the  boat;  and  Quibio  complaining  that  his  hands 
were  too  hard  bound,  Sanchez,  out  of  compafiion, 
loofed  them  from  each  other,  tho’  he  kept  the  rope 
to  which  he  was  tied  in  his  own  hand.  The  Indian 
prince,  finding  his  hands  at  liberty,  took  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  while  the  pilot  looked  another  way,  to  plunge 
into  the  river,  with  fuch  violence,  that  Sanchez 
quitted  the  rope  in  order  to  fave  himfelf;  and  as  it 
then  began  to  be  dark,  and  the  boat  was  immediate- 
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] y  filled  with  confufion,  it  was  impoffible  to  hear 
or  fee  how  he  went  afhore ;  fo  that,  after  a  fruit- 
lefs  fearch,  the  pilot  was  fain  to  row  on  board  of  the 
admiral,  overwhelmed  with  fhame  and  vexation. 

Next  day,  the  lieutenant,  finding  it  would  be  im- 
practicable  to  overtake  the  fugitive  Indians,  returned 
with  his  men  to  the  (hips,  and  prefented  the  plun¬ 
der  of  Quibio’s  houfe,  worth  three  hundred  du¬ 
cats  in  plates  and  eagles,  to  his  brother,  who,  hav¬ 
ing  deducted  the  fifth  part  for  their  catholic  maje- 
fties,  divided  the  reft  among  thofe  who  went  upon 
the  expedition. 

The  colony  being  now  fettled  under  proper  regu¬ 
lations,  and  the  river  being  fwelled  by  the  rains,  Co¬ 
lumbus  ordered  his  fhips  to  be  lightened,  and  towed  by 
the  boats  over  the  barton  which  all  the  three  ftruck, 
t’no’  without  receiving  much  damage.  Then  they 
took  in  every  thing  they  had  been  obliged  to  unftow, 
and  lay  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  to  fail  for  Hifpa- 
niola,  from  whence  the  admiral  propofed  to  fend 
fupplies  to  his  new  fettlement.  In  this  interval, 
the  boat  went  providentially  afihore, -and  contri- 
buted  to  the  fafety  of  many  Spaniards,  who  other- 
wife  muft  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  refentment 
of  the  Indians :  for  Quibio  no  fooner  perceived  the 
fhips  at  fea,  fo  as  that  they  could  give  no  affiftance 
to  the  people  who  were  left,  than  he  refolved  to  at¬ 
tack  the  fettlement  p  and  the  woods,  by  which  it 
was  furrounded,  facilitated  the  enterprife.  The 
Indians  therefore,  under  his  command,  ftole  unper¬ 
ceived  to  a  fpot  within  ten  paces  of  the  houfes, 
and  from  thence  rufhed  upon  the  Chriftians,  with 
dreadful  (houts,  throwing  their  javelins,  not  only  at 
thofe  they  faw,  but  alfo  through  their  {lender  rooF, 
fo  that  four  or  five  were  dangeroufly  wounded,  be¬ 
fore  the  Spaniards  could  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture 
of  defence.  But  the  lieutenant,  who  was  a  man  of 
great  refolution,  fnatching  up  a  fpear,  fallied  out 

upon 
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upon  the  enemy,  and  feven  or  eight  of  his  people 
following  his  example,  foon  compelled  the  favages 
to  retire  into  the  wood,  jufl  as  the  boat  reached  the 
fhore  :  tho’  the  Indians  would  not  engage  hand  to 
hand  after  they  had  felt  the  edge  of  the  European 
fwords,  and  the  teeth  of  a  dog  that  fell  furioufiy 
upon  them,  they  continued  to  throw  their  ja¬ 
velins  at  a  diflance,  until  they  were  diiven  from, 
their  covert  and  obliged  to  fly,  tho’  not  before  they 
had  killed  a  Spaniard,  and  wounded  feven,  among 
whom  was  the  lieutenant  himfelf. 

During  this  engagement,  captain  James  Triftan, 
whom  the  admiral  had  fent  aihore  with  the  boat, 
would  not  fuffer  his  men  to  land  ;  but,  after  the  fray 
was  ended,  rowed  up  the  river  to  take  in  frefh  wa¬ 
ter,  at  a  place  that  was  quite  covered  with  wood. 
From  this  grove  the  Indians  poured  upon  him,  in 
a  number  of  canoes;  and  tho’ he  fuftained  their 
fhock  with  great  gallantry,  it  was  impoffible  to  fhel* 
ter  himfelf  or  his  men  from  the  fhowers  of  their  ja- 
velins,  by  which  he  and  his  whole  boat’s  crew 
were  killed  upon  the  fpot,  except  one,  John  de 
Neia  of  Sevil,  who  chancing  to  drop  over  board  in 
the  midft  of  the  fray,  dived  to  the  bottom,  and  gain¬ 
ing  the  lliore,  made  his  way  through  the  thickeft  of 
the  wood,  to  the  colony,  where  he  gave  an  account 
of  the  difafter.  The  new  fettlers,  terrified  at  this 
misfortune,  would  have  relinquifhed  their  town  im¬ 
mediately,  and  gone  on  board  of  the  admiral  with¬ 
out  or  ers,  had  not  they  been  prevented  by  the  low- 
nefs  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  was 
not  fufficient  to  float  their  veflel :  nay,'  the  fea  beat 
fo  violently  in  that  place,  that  no  boat  c  uld  be 
fent  with  advice  of  their  diflrefs  to  the  admiral,  who 
rode  in  a  very  dangerous  open  road,  without  a  boat, 
and  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  Triflan  and  his  crew,  un¬ 
til  he  had  the  mortification  to  fee  them  driving  down 
the  river,  covered  with  wounds,  and  preyed  upon 
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by  a  number  of  carrion-crows.  Such  a  melan¬ 
choly  fpedlacle  could  not  fail  to  create  the  utmofi: 
defpondence  among  the  people,  who  were  now  re¬ 
duced  to  a  frnall  number,  and  concluded  that  the 
whole  colony  had  perifhed.  Nor  were  thefe  pre- 
fages  without  foundation  :  for  the  Indians,  el, ted 
with  the  frnall  advantage  they  had  gained,  returned 
to  the  attack  of  the  fettlement,  which  they  carried 
on  night  and  day  without  ceafmg  ;  fo  that  every 
Spaniard  mud:  have  been  killed,  had  not  they  re¬ 
moved  eaftward  to  an  open  ftrand,  where  they 
made  a  barricado  of  calks  and  other  lumber,  and 
planted  their  cannon  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make 
•great  havock  among  the  enemy,  who  durft  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  approach  thofe  unknown  inftrurnents  of 
carnage. 

Mean  while  the  admiral  waited  ten  days  for  fair 
weather,  fo  as  that  he  might  fend  afhore  the  only 
boat  that  now  remained,  for  intelligence  j  and  in 
this  interval,  fome  of  the  prifoners  who  were  con- 
fined  in  the  hold,  burft  open  the  hatches  in  the  nighty 
and  leaped  into  the  fea,  and  the  reft  being  difap- 
pointed  in  their  hopes  of  cfcaping  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  hanged  themfelves  in  defpair  ;  fo  that  now  he 
had  no  hoftages,  by  virtue  of  whom  he  could  make 
peace  with  Quibio.  Ti  e  weather  ftill  continuing 
boifterous,  and  the  people  being  extremely  impa¬ 
tient  to  learn  the  fate  of  their  companions,  one 
Peter  de  le  Defma,  a  pilot  of  Sevil,  undertook  to 
fwirn  afhore,  provided  he  might  be  carried  in  the 
boat  to  the  place  where  the  furf  began  to  run  high. 
His  propofal  being  embraced  by  the  admiral,  was 
put  in  execution,  and  he  fwarn  off  again  v  ith  a 
circumftantial  account  of  what  had  happened,  in¬ 
cluding  a  detail  of  divifions  and  diflenfions  among 
the  men  ;  for  D.  Bartholomew  found  it  impracticable 
to  maintain  authority  and  fubordination,  and  they 
were  unanimous  in  nothing  but  their  refolution  to 

leave 
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leave  the  place:  they  therefore  begged  the  admi¬ 
ral  would  take  them  on  board  again  without  delay* 
otherwife  they  would  put  to  fea  in  their  own  vef- 
fel,  rotten  as  fhe  was,  and  rather  trufl  to  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  the  waves  and  weather,  than  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  barbarous  refentment  of  the  favages. 
In  confequence  of  this  information,  Columbus  re- 
folved  to  flay  and  take  them  on  board ;  and  the  we  ae¬ 
ther  becoming  more  favourable,  they  came  off,  with 
all  their  goods  and  effedls,  in  his  boat  and  fome  ca¬ 
noes  lafhed  together  ,  fo  that  in  two  days  nothing 
was  left  behind  but  the  hulk  of  the  {hip,  which 
was  fo  much  eaten  by  the  worms  as  to  be  unfit  for 
fervice. 

The  whole  company  being  thus  reaffembled, 
to  their  mutual  fatisfadfion,  the  admiral  failed  along 
the  coafl  to  the  eaftward,  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  all  the  pilots,  who  thought  he  might  have  reach¬ 
ed  St.  Domingo,  by  bearing  away  to  the  north ; 
but  he  and  his  brother  knew  it  was  requifite  to  ply 
up  to  windward,  before  they  fhould  ftrike  acrois 
the  gulph  that  divides  the  continent  from  Hifpa- 
niola :  and  as  he  confulted  his  own  judgment  in 
this  particular,  the  men  began  to  murmur,  from 
an  apprehenfion  that  he  intended  to  fail  diredtly  for 
Spain,  altho’  he  had  not  provifion  fufficient  forfuch 
a  voyage.  At  Porto-bello  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  fhip  Bifcaina,  which  was  fo  leaky  and  worm- 
eaten  that  fhe  could  not  proceed  ;  and  turning  up 
along  the  coafl,  he  paffed  the  port  Retrete,  toge¬ 
ther  with  abundance  of  fmall  iflands,  which  he  de¬ 
nominated  las  Barbas  :  thence  continuing  his  courfe 
ten  leagues,  he,  on  Monday  the  iff  of  May,  1503, 
took  his  departure  from  a  place  on  the  continent 
called  Marmora,  and  flood  to  the  northward,  the 
wind  and  currents  being  from  the  eafl. 

The  pilots  and  navigators  on  board  affirmed,  that 
he  was  to  the  eafl  ward  of  the  Caribbets,  but  he 
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himfelf  was  apprehenfive  that  he  fhould  not  be  able 
to  fetch  Hifpaniola,  and  this  fear  was  verified  :  for, 
on  Wednesday  the  loth,  he  defcried  two  very  fmall 
low  [{lands,  which  he  named  Tortugas,  from  the 
abundance  of  turtle  found  here  and  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood;  and  on  the  Friday  following,  after  a 
run  of  thirty  leagues  northwards,  arrived  at  the 
iflands  called  Jardin  de  la  Reyna,  that  lie  ten  leagues 
to  the  fou th ward  of  Cuba.  By  this  time,  the  fhips 
being  leaky  and  crazy,  the  men  were  harraff'ed  at 
the  pump,  tho’  very  little  able  to  fupport  fuch  fa¬ 
tigue,  becaufe  the  provifions  were  now  reduced  to 
a  little  bifcuit,  oil,  and  vinegar;  and  in  this  melan¬ 
choly  fituation  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dreadful 
florin,  in  which  the  {hip  Bermuda  ran  foul  of  the 
admiral,  and  both  had  like  to  have  foundered  :  how¬ 
ever,  they  got  clear  of  each  other  with  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  dropped  all  their  anchors,  tho’  it  was  the 
fheet  anchor  alone  that  brought  them  up ;  and  in 
the  morning  there  was  but  one  ftrand  of  the  cable 
uncut,  fo  that  if  this  had  given  way,  they  muft  have 
perifhed  upon  fome  {harp  rocks  that  were  aflern. 
The  wind  being  abated,  he  failed  to  an  Indian 
town  on  the  coaft  of  Cuba,  called  Mattaia,  where 
having  purchafed  fome  refrefhments,  as  the  winds, 
currents,  and  condition  of  the  {hips  would  not  per¬ 
mit  him  to  bear  up  for  Hifpaniola,  he  flood  over 
to  Jamaica,  pumping  and  baling  all  the  way.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  their  utmofl  efforts,  the  water  rofe 
up  almoft  to  the  deck;  and  when  day  appeared,  he 
put  into  an  harbour  called  Puerto  Bueno,  but  find¬ 
ing  no  frefh  >vater  in  this  place,  he  fleered  to  the 
eaftward  into  another,  called  Santa  Gloria,  which 
is  enclofed  by  rocks,  where  finding  it  impoflible  to 
keep  the  fhips  afloat,  he  ran  them  afhore  along-fide 
of  each  other,  and  propping  them  up  on  each  fide, 
to  as  to  keep  them  upright,  ordered  fheds  to  be 
made  on  the  poop  and  forecaflle,  under  which  the 
/  men 
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men  might  be  fecure  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather,  as  well  as  the  attempts  of  the  Indians. 
This  expedient  he  chofe  rather  than  that  of  fortify¬ 
ing  himfelf  on  fhore,  becaufe  he  fhould  be  more  able 
to  reflrain  his  feamen  from  irregularities,  which 
might  have  incenfed  the  natives,  on  whom  he -en¬ 
tirely  depended  for  fubfiffence,  his  own  provifion 
having  been  either  fpoiled  or  confumed.  As  the 
natives  reforted  in  great  numbers  to  the  ill  I  ps  with 
what  they  had  to  barter,  he  appointed  two  perfons 
to  fuperintend  the  market,  and  prevent  abufes  or 
frauds  of  either  fide,  as  well  as  to  divide  the  pur- 
chafe  equally  among  the  people,  that  nothing  might 
be  embezzled  or  engrofl'ed.  His  regulations  were 
alike  agreeable  to  his  own  men,  who  were  plenti¬ 
fully  fupplied;  and  to  the  Indians,  who  exchanged 
two  little  animals  like  rabbits,  which  they  called 
hutids,  for  a  bit  of  tin,  and  cakes  of  their  bread 
named  zabi,  for  two  or  three  glafs  beads,  tho’,  for 
a  quantity  of  any  thing,  they  received  a  hawk’s 
bell  ;  and  a  cacique  or  great  man  was  fometimes 
prefen  ted  with  a  fma.ll  looking- glafs,  red  cap,  or 
pair  of  fciflars. 

Thefe  neceffary  fteps  being  taken,  the  admiral’s 
next  care  was,  to  confult  with  his  officers  about 
the  means  of  tranfporting  themfelves  to  Hifpaniola; 
and,  after  mature  deliberation,  it  was  rcfolved,  that 
two  canoes  fhould  be  fent  thither,  with  an  account 
of  the  misfortune  which  had  happened  to  the  ad¬ 
miral,  and  a  letter  to  the  governor,  defiring  that  a 
fhip  might  be  fent  immediately  to  his  relief.  The 
canoes  being  chofen  for  this  dangerous  expedition, 
James  Mendez  de  Segura,  the  admiral’s  chief  fecre- 
tary,  embarked  in  one,  with  fix  Chriftians,  and  ten 
Indians  to  row;  and  Bartholomew  Frefco,  a  Ge- 
noefe  gentleman,  went  on  board  of  the  other,  with 
the  like  number  of  hands ;  this  laft  having  orders  to 
return  immediately  with  the  news  of  their  fafe  ar¬ 
rival. 
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rival,  while  Mendez  ftiould  continue  his  route  over 
land  to  St.  Domingo.  Thus  difpofed,  they  rowed 
to  the  eaftermoft  point  of  Jamaica,  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  admiral’s  brother,  who  took  care  to  fup- 
ply  them  with  the  necefiary  provifion  for  the  voyage; 
and  as  the  di fiance  between  the  two  iflands  amount¬ 
ed  to  thirty  leagues,  "without  any  interveening  land, 
except  one  little  ifland  or  rock,  about  eight  leagues 
from  the  coaft  of  Hifpaniola,  he  very  judicioufly 
waited  for  a  calm,  and  having  difmifted  them  on 
their  voyage,  flayed  till  they  were  fairly  out  of  fight, 
and  then  returned  to  his  brother. 

In  a  little  time  after  the  departure  of  thefe  canoes, 
the  men  who  were  left  began  to  grow  fickly,  in 
confequence  of  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone,  and 
the  change  of  provifion;  and  (which  is  the  cafe  on 
all  fuch  occafions)  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  diffufed  it- 
felf  among  them.  hey  now  caballed  and  mur¬ 
mured  in  private  againft  the  admiral,  faying,  he  had 
no  intention  to  return  to  Spain,  where  he  was  in 
difgrace  with  their  catholic  majefties  ;  nor  could  he 
have  any  hopes  of  affiftance  from  Hifpaniola,  the 
governor  of  which  had  already  refufed  him  fhelter 
in  his  diflrefs :  and  laftly,  they  fu^gefted  that  Men¬ 
dez  and  Frefco  were  both  loft,  other  wife  the  latter 
would  have  returned  by  this  time,  according  to  his 
promife.  For  thefe  reafons  it  was  their  bufmefs  to 
confult  their  own  fafety,  by  leaving  the  admiral, 
who  was  now  lame  in  all  his  limbs  with  the  gout, 
and  follow  their  companions  to  Hifpaniola,  where 
they  would  be  the  better  received  by  the  com  men¬ 
dary  Lares,  on  account  of  their  having  abandoned 
Columbus,  whom  he  ha‘ed.  Thefe  arguments 
„  were  fuggefted  and  encouraged  by  two  brothers, 
called  Porras,  who  affured  them  of  protection  on 
their  return  to  Spain,  from  the  bifhcp  D.  John  de 
Fonfeca,  as  well  as  from  the  Treasurer  Morales, 
by  whom  their  filter  was  kept  as  a  concubine :  and 

fuch 
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fhch  effect  bad  the  infinuations  of  thefe  ringleaders, 
one  of  whom  was  captain  of  the  Blip  Bermuda,  and 
the  other  comptroller  of  the  fquadron,  that  eight  and 
forty  of  the  men  were  perfuaded  to  follow  them  at  all 
events,  and  to  provide  themfelves  with  every  thing 
neceflary  for  the  execution  of  their  purpofe.  On 
the  2d  day  of  January,  captain  Francis  de  Por- 
ras,  whom  they  had  chofen  for  their  leader,  amend¬ 
ing  the  quarterdeck,  where  the  admiral  lay  con¬ 
fined  ?o  his  bed,  44  What  is  the  reafon,  my  lord, 
44  (faid  he)  that  you  will  not  return  to  Spain,  but 
44  keep  us  in  this  place  to  perifh  ?”  To  this  in- 
folent 'interrogation,  Columbus,  fufpecfing  the  con- 
Ipiracy,  very  calmly  replied,  that  he  did  not  fee  how 
they  could  return  to  Spain,  until  they  fhould  be  af- 
fifted  with  a  veflel  from  Hifpaniola  ;  that  no  man 
was  more  defirous  than  he  to  be  gone,  as  well  on 
account  of  his  own  private  intereft,  as  for  the  fafety 
of  his  people;  and  that,  for  their  fatisfadfion,  he 
would  again  fu  mm  on  all  his  officers  to  confuit  about 
the  means  of  gratifying  their  inclination.  T  his  ju¬ 
dicious  remonftrance  had  no  weight  with  Porras, 
who  faid,  it  was  now  no  time  to  talk  ;  for  that 
he  fhould  either  embark  immediately,  or  Bay  there 
by  himfelf :  then  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  44  I  am 
44  going  to  Spain  with  thofe  that  will  follow  me,” 
all  his  adherents  joined  in  the  exclamation,  and  im¬ 
mediately  took  pofTeffion  of  the  forecaftle,  poop,  and 
round-tops,  fo  that  uproar  and  univerfal  confu(ion 
enfued.  The  admiral,  tho*  lame  in  bed,  hearing 
the  noife  of  this  tumult,  ftarted  up  in  order  to  quell 
the  mutiny,  but  was  with-held  by  his  fervants,  who 
were  afraid  that  he  would  be  murdered  by  the  con- 
fpirators.  They  likewife  difarmed  and  confined  his 
brother  D.  Bartholomew,  who  had  bravely  ruflied 
out  upon  the  mutineers,  with  an  half  pike  in  his 
hand,  and  entreated  Porras  to  be  gone,  without 
doing  further  mifchief,  or  making  any  attempt  upon 
8  the 
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the  life  of  Columbus,  for  which  they  could  not  fail 
of  being  one  day  feverely  punifhed.  He  did  not 
think  proper  to  regard  this  caution,  but  feizing  ten 
canoes  which  the  admiral  had  purchafed  from  the  In¬ 
dians,  embarked  with  all  his  followers,  who  expref- 
fed  as  much  joy  as  if  they  had  been  already  landed 
in  Spain.  Upon  this  occafion,  a  good  number  of 
the  reft,  who  were  not  concerned  in  the  combina¬ 
tion,  feeing  themfelves  abandoned  by  their  fellows, 
and  defpairing  of  relief,  defired  to  be  taken  on  board, 
to  the  infinite  forrow  and  mortification  of  the  ad¬ 
miral,  and  thofe  few  who  remained  with  the  Tick  : 
and  in  all  probability,  had  the  people  been  in  health, 
he  would  have  been  deferted  by  the  whole  company, 
except  his  brother,  and  his  own  faithful  fervants. 
The  mutineers  in  the  canoes  rowed  towards  the 
eaft  part  of  Jamaica,  from  whence  Mendez  and 
Frefco  had  taken  their  departure,  and  in  the  way 
committed  all  manner  of  outrages  upon  the  poor 
Indians,  adviftng  them  to  apply  for  redrefs  and  re¬ 
payment  to  the  admiral,  who  was  the  caufe  of  all 
the  injuries  they  fuftained,  and  to  put  him  to  death 
in  cafe  he  fhould  refufe  to  give  them  fatisfadtion  ; 
for  his  defign  in  flaying  was  no  other  than  to  fub- 
‘  je£fc  and  involve  them  in  fuch  mifery  and  opprefiion 
as  he  had  already  entailed  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  other  ifland. 

Having  in  this  manner  done  their  endeavours  to 
embroil  the  admiral  with  the  natives,  they  began 
their  voyage  for  Hifpaniola,  with  fome  Indians, 
whom  they  compelled  to  go  on  board  every  canoe 
as  rowers.  They  had  not  made  four  leagues  from 
land,  when  the  wind,  which  was  contrary,  begin¬ 
ning  to  frtfhen,  and  the  fea  to  rife,  they  {hipped 
fome  water,  and  being  unacquainted  with  the  me¬ 
thods  of  managing  thofe  vefiels,  refolved  to  lighten 
them,  by  murdering  the  Indians,  and  throwing 
their  bodies  into  the  fea.  This  inhuman  fcheme 
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was  executed  on  fome,  and  the  reft  leaping  over¬ 
board,  fwam  until  they  were  weary,  then  banging 
by  the  canoes  to  breathe  a  little,  the  barbarous  ruf¬ 
fians  cut  off  their  hands ;  fo  that  eighteen  of  thofe 
poor  wretches  perifhed  in  this  deplorable  manner* 
and  not  one  would  have  efcaped,  had  not  they  kept 
a  few  to  fteer  them  back  to  Jamaica,  as  they  now 
thought  it  impracticable  to  profecute  their  voyage. 
When  they  landed,  a  council  was  held,  in  which 
fome  propofed  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  eafterly 
wind  and  currents,  for  running  over  to  Cuba,  from 
whence  they  would  have  a  fhort  cut  to  Hifpaniola ; 
ethers  were  of  opinion,  that  they  ftiould  return,  and 
make  peace  with  their  admiral,  or  deprive  him  by 
force  of  the  commodities  and  arms  that  were  ftill  in 
his  poffeftion  :  but  by  a  majority  of  voices  it  was 
agreed  they  ftiould  wait  for  a  calm,  and  put  to  fea 
again  directly  for  Hifpaniola.  For  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  they  tarried  a  whole  month,  during  which  they 
ravaged  the  whole  neighbourhood  of  Aramaquique, 
which  was  the  name  of  that  town  and  diftridb,  and 
having  made  two  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  perform 
the  voyage,  marched  by  land  to  the  weftward, 
plundering  the  defencelefs  natives,  and  the  weak 
villages  in  their  way. 

As  for  the  admiral,  he  exerted  all  his  addrefs  and 
induftry  to  efface  the  bad  impreftions  which  the  mu¬ 
tineers  had  made  among  the  Indians ;  fo  that  they 
continued  to  fupply  him  with  provifions,  while  he 
employed  his  care  and  humanity  for  the  relief  of 
the  Tick,  until  almoft  all  his  people  were  recovered  : 
but,  as  the  daily  expence  of  fubftftence  had  produ¬ 
ced  a  fcarcity  among  the  Indians,  who  fow  very 
little  more  than  is  juft  neceffary  for  their  own  oc- 
cafions,  they  began  to  be  remifs  in  their  attend¬ 
ance,  efpecially  as  they  were  already  flocked  with 
the  commodities  of  the  Chrillians.  They  were  like- 
wife  influenced  by  the  defertion  and  malicious  in- 
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finuations  of  fuch  a  number  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
had  left  their  chief  in  a  fituation  which  no  longer 
commanded  obedience  and  refpedl.  In  this  dilem¬ 
ma,  Columbus,  with  his  wonted  fagacity,  fell  up* 
on  a  very  extraordinary  expedient  for  retrieving 
his  character  and  affairs  with  thofe  favages.  Know¬ 
ing  that  in  three  days  there  would  be  an  eclipfe  of 
the  moon,  he  fent  an  Indian  of  Hifpaniola,  who  wras 
on  board,  to  affemble  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  diftritft,  that  he  might  confer  with  them  about 
an  affair  that  concerned  them  nearly ;  and  they 
obeying  the  fummons,  he  told  them  by  his  inter¬ 
preter,  he  and  his  people  were  Chriftians,  and  be¬ 
lieved  in  God  who  created  the  heaven  and  earth, 
protedded  the  righteous  and  punifhed  the  wicked  5 
and  therefore  would  not  permit  the  rebellious  Spa¬ 
niards  to  pafs  over  to  Hifpaniola,  tho’  he  had  by  his 
providence  conducted  Mendez  and  Fiefco  to  that 
ifland,  becaufe  the  intent  of  their  voyage  was  lau¬ 
dable  :  that  the  fame  Almighty  and  all-juft  Being 
was  incenfed  againft  the  Indians  for  having  ne- 
gledfed  to  fuppiy  his  people  with  provifions,  and 
determined  to  punifti  them  with  plague  and  famine ; 
as  a  certain  token  or  prefage  of  which,  they  would 
that  very  night  fee  the  moon  rife  with  an  angry  and 
bloody  afpedf,  to  denote  the  mifchief  that  would 
certainly  fall  upon  them. — -This  prophecy  had  dif¬ 
ferent  eftedls  upon  the  Indians,  fome  of  whom  were 
terrified,  while  others  ridiculed  it  as  an  idle  ftory  : 
but  when  they  perceived  the  moon  in  reality  eciip- 
fed,  and  perceived  the  darknefs  increafing  as  fhe 
rofe,  univerfal  confternation  prevailed  among  them, 
and  they  came  running  from  all  quarters,  loaded 
with  provifion,  and  entreated  the  admiral  with  loud 
cries  and  lamentations,  to  interceed  with  God  in 
their  behalf,  that  his  wrath  might  be  averted,  and 
they  would  for  the  future  take  care  to  fuppiy  all  his  I 
wants.  In  confequence  of  this  promife,  Columbus  | 
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Laid  he  would  ufe  his  influence  with  God,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  fhut  himfelf  up,  while  they  remained 
without,  howling  and  imploring  his  afiiftance  ;  and 
when  he  perceived  the  eclipfe  beginning  to  go  ofl^ 
he  came  out  of  his  cabin,  bad  them  be  of  good 
chear,  for  he  had  prayed  in  their  favour  to  God, 
who  had  forgiven  them  on  their  promife  of  being 
kind  and  hofpitable  to  the  Chrifiians,  and,  as  a  tef- 
timony  of  his  forgivenefs,  they  would  fpeedily  fee 
the  moon  lay  afide  her  wrathful  countenance  and 
fhine  with  her  former  fplendour.---His  prognoftic 
being  verified,  they  praifed  the  God  of  the  Chrifti- 
ans,  and  ever  after  continued  to  provide  plentifully 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  admiral  and  his  people  ; 
for,  tho’  they  had  formerly  feen  fuch  eclipfes,  they 
did  not  think  it  was  poflible  to  foretell  them  with¬ 
out  an  immediate  correfpondence  with  the  Deity, 
and/ therefore  confidered  Columbus  as  a  particular 
favourite  of  heaven. 

Eight  months  having  elapfed  fince  the  departure 
of  Mendez  and  Fiefco,  of  whom  there  was  not  yet 
the  lead  intelligence,  the  people  began  to  be  de- 
jedfed,  fuppofing  the  meflengers  had  either  perifhed 
at  fea,  or  been  killed  by  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola, 
in  their  way  to  St.  Domingo.  Thefe  fears  were 
confirmed  by  the  information  of  the  natives,  who 
faid  they  had  feen  a  canoe  overfet,  driven  upon  the 
coaft  by  the  current.  Thefe  apprehenfions  in- 
creafed  every  day,  and  at  lad  produced  a  fecond 
confpiracy,  at  the  head  of  which  was  one  Bernard 
an  apothecary  of  .Valencia,  who,  with  two  compa¬ 
nions  called  Zamora  and  Villatoro,  formed  a 
fcheme  for  deferring  from  the  admiral,  in  imitation 
of  the  other  mutineers  ;  but,  the  execution  of  this 
project  was  prevented  by  the  arrival  of  a  vefiel  fent 
by  the  governour  of  Hifpaniola.  The  captain, 
vvhofe  name  was  James  de  Efcobar,  having  come 
to  an  anchor  near  the  wrecks,  vifited  the  admiral 
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with  compliments  from  the  commendary,  who  be¬ 
ing  unprovided  with  a  {hip  fufficient  to  carry  off* 
fuch  a  number  of  men,  had  fent  a  cafk  of  wine  and 
two  flitches  of  bacon  in  a  prefent;  and  thefe  being 
delivered,  Efcobar,  without  waiting  for  a  letter, 
weighed  anchor  and  departed  that  fame  evening; 
Tho’  Columbus  was  extremely  mortified  at  his 
abrupt  behaviour,  he  affedfed  to  fay  that  the  cara- 
val  had  failed  by  his  diredfions,  becaufe,  {he  being 
too  fmall  to  convey  the  whole  company,  he  was 
refolved  to  {fay  for  a  larger  veffel,  in  which  they 
might  all  embark  at  once.— This  declaration  had 
fuch  an  effedf  upon  the  confpirators,  that  they 
poftponed  their  enterprize  :  but  the  truth  was. 
Tares  governour  of  Hilpaniola,  being  apprehenfive 
that  the  admiral,  upon  his  return  to  Spain,  would 
be  reinflated  in  the  government  of  that  ifland,  had 
fent  Efcobar  to  reconnoitre  his  fituation,  and  fee 
whether  or  not  he  might  be  eafily  deffroyed.  By 
this  caraval,  however,  Columbus  received  certain 
intelligence  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  Mendez  and 
Fiefco,  at  Hifpaniola,  and  did  not  doubt,  but  that 
he  fhould  be  relieved  in  confequence  of  their  re- 
monflrances. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  they  embarked 
in  two  canoes  from  the  eaffermof!  point  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  continued  rowing  and  paddling  two 
days,  during  whi  h  they  fuftained  extremity  of 
heat,  third  and  fatigue  ;  for,  their  frefh  water  was 
almof!  expended  the  firff  day,  and  fome  of  the  In¬ 
dians  actually  died  for  want  of  refreihment.  When 
the  fecond  day  elapfed  without  their  feeing  land, 
they  began  to  fufpedt  they  had  not  taken  the  right 
courfe,  and  univerfal  defpondence  enfued  :  but 
their  hopes  were  revived,  when  they  faw  the  moon 
rife  over  land,  which  was  a  fmall  ifland  called  Na- 
bazza,  at  the  diflance  of  eight  leagues  from  Hif¬ 
paniola.  Thither  they  rowed  with  their  utmofl  ef¬ 
forts, 
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forts,  and  next  morning  going  afhore,  found  it  a 
barren  rock  without  tree,  fhrub  or  fpring;  never- 
thelefs,  they  took  up  plenty  of  rain  water  from  the 
holes  of  the  rocks,  and  fome  of  them  drank  to 
fuch  excefs,  as  produced  dropfies  and  other  dange¬ 
rous  diftempers.  Having  refted  and  refreilied  them- 
felves  with  fuch  things  as  they  could  pick  up  along 
Ihore,  they  went  on  board  in  the  evening,  and  fleered 
their  courfe  to  the  neareft  land  of  Hifpaniola, 
which  was  Cape  St.  Michael,  where  they  arrived  in 
the  morning.  Fiefco,  having  repofed  himfelf  two 
days,  would  have  returned  to  the  admiral  according 
to  his  promife,  but  neither  Tailors  nor  Indians 
would  accompany  him  in  the  voyage,  fo  that  he 
was  obliged  to  defift.  As  for  Mendez,  tho’  he  la- 
bpured  under  a  quartan  ague  which  was  the  effedt 
of  his  fufferings  at  fea,  he  fet  out  immediately  for 
Xaragua,  and  gave  an  account  of  the  admiral’s 
fituation  to  the  governour,  who  after  much  impor¬ 
tunity,  gave  him  leave  to  go  and  purchafe  a  ihip 
at  St.  Domingo,  which  afterwards  failed  to  Ja¬ 
maica,  from  whence  the  admiral  fent  her  to  Spain 
with  packets  for  their  catholic  majedies,  containing 
a  detail  of  his  voyage. 

In  the  mean  time,  Columbus  being  willing  to 
compofe  all  differences,  fent  a  mefTenger  to  the 
mutineers  under  the  two  Porras,  inviting  them  to 
return  to  their  duty,  and  comforting  them  with  the 
hope  of  a  fpeedy  voyage  to  their  own  country,  in 
as  much  as  he  had  received  the  promife  of  being 
relieved,  by  a  caraval  from  Hifpanicla,  which  had 
brought  him  a  prefent  of  bacon  and  wine,  part  of 
which  he  fent  them  as  a  confirmation  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  afferted.  Their  ringleaders  dreading 
the  confequence  of  a  re- union,  ufed  all  their  art 
and  eloquence  in  difTuading  their  adherents  from 
embracing  the  terms  propofed.  They  alleged 
that  the  admiral  was  a  cruel  and  revengeful  man, 
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who  would  take  the  firfl  opportunity  of  gratifying 
his  refentment,  fhould  they  ever  put  themfelves  in 
his  power  ;  whereas  b\r  (landing  upon  their  own 
bottom,  they  fhould  one  day  be  able  to  effedl  their 
own  releafe  from  this  iiland,  and  then  by  their  in- 
terefl  at  court,  they  could  not  fail  to  bring  their 
oppreffor  again  into  difgrace.  As  for  the  caraval 
from  Hifpaniola,  they  affirmed  it  was  no  other 
than  a  phantom,  which  the  admiral,  who  was  a 
great  magician,  had  railed  by  enchantment ;  that 
the  pardon  he  offered  was  a  fnare,  and  his  whole 
foul  a  compofition  of  deluflon  and  deceit.  Thefe 
fuggeflions  fucceeded  fo  well  among  their  follow¬ 
ers,  that  the  meifenger  was  difmiffed,  after  having 
been  told  that  they  would  peacably  depart  for  Hif¬ 
paniola,  provided  the  admiral  would  fupply  them 
with  a  veffel  for  that  purpofej  or,  if  he  had  but  one, 
afiign  one  half  of  it  to  them  for  their  own  conve¬ 
nience,  and  in  the  mean  time  give  them  an  equal 
fhare  of  the  deaths  and  commodities  that  were  flill 
in  his  pofTeflion ;  otherwife,  they  would  come  and 
take  the  whole  by  force  of  arms. 

This  threat  they  adually  refolved  to  put  in  exe¬ 
cution,  and  marched  down  to  an  Indian  village 
within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of  the  wrecks  :  and 
the  admiral  being  informed  of  their  defign,  de¬ 
tached  fifty  men  well  armed,  under  the  command 
of  his  brother,  who  had  orders  to  expoflulate  with 
the  rebels,  and  refrain  from  a£ls  of  hoflility,  un- 
lefs  he  fhould  be  firfl  attacked.  D.  Bartholomew, 
having  reached  a  rihng  ground  within  bow-fhot 
of  the  mutineers,  fen't  a  mefiage  to  their  captain, 
defiring  a  conference  ;  but  this  condefcenfion  was 
treated  with  contempt,  as  the  effe£t  of  fear,  and 
they  immediately  fell  upon  his  men  in  great  confi¬ 
dence  of  vidlory ;  fix  of  the  boldefl  having  taken 
an  oath  to  fight  their  way  directly  to  the  lieute¬ 
nant,  whofe  death  they  believed  would  foon  difeon- 
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cert  his  followers.  However,  they  were  di /ap¬ 
pointed  in  their  expedition  ;  for,  at  the  very  firft 
charge,  five  of  the  fix  were  fain,  and  among 
thefe  John  Sanchez,  from  whom  Qiiibio  made  his 
efcape,  and  John  Barba,  the  very  two  firft  perfons 
who  drew  their  fwords  on  board  in  fupport  of  the 
confpiracy.  As  for  their  leader,  Francis  de 
Porras,  he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  his  people  fo 
roughly  handled,  that  they  foon  turned  their  backs 
and  fed  with  precipitation  ;  fo  that  the  lieutenant 
obtained  a  complete  victory,  and  returned  to  the 
fhips  with  a  good  number  of  prifoners :  he  himfelf 
being  wounded  in  the  hand,  and  only  one  gentle¬ 
man  of  his  fide  having  received  an  hurt  with  a 
fpear,  of  which  he  afterwards  died.  Next  day  the 
fugitives  fent  a  petition  to  the  admiral,  imploring 
his  mercy,  and  promifing  to  fubmit  themfelves  to 
his  good  pleafure  ;  and  he  immediately  gave  them  a 
free  pardon,  and  took  them  again  into  his  protedi- 
on  :  but,  in  order  to  avoid  future  animofities,  and 
a  fcarcity  of  provifions  on  board,  he  detained  Por¬ 
ras  in  confinement,  and  appointed  a  proper  perfon 
to  command  and  lead  them  about  the  ifiand,  for 
the  convenience  of  finding  fubfiftence,  in  exchange 
for  commodities,  with  which  they  were  fupplied 
by  his  diredion.  Among  thofe  of  their  fide  who 
fuffered  in  the  engagement,  w^s  Peter  de  Ledefma 
the  pilot,  who  (as  we  have  obferved)  fwam  alhore 
at  Bethlem.  This  man,  having  received  a  number 
of  wounds  in  the  fray,  fell  over  the  rocks,  and  was 
not  found  till  next  day  in  the  evening,  when  the 
Indians,  to  their  utter  amazement,  difcovered  him 
alive.  His  fkull  was  laid  open  fo  that  his  brains 
appeared,  his  arm  was  almoft  cut  off,  the  calf  of 
one  leg  hung  down  to  his  ancle,  and  one  foot  was 
iliced  from  the  heel  to  the  toes.  Motwithftanding 
thefe  defperate  wounds,  he  frightened  the  Indians 
with  curfes  and  threats  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
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would  fly  from  him  with  the  utmofl  confternation  3 
and  his  condition  being  known,  the  admiral  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  carried  into  an  houfe,  and  attended 
by  the  furgeon,  who  during  the  firft  eight  days, 
difcovered  fome  new  wounds  at  every  drefling,  and 
yet  the  man  recovered  and  did  well. 

All  diflenfions  among  the  Spaniards  being  thus 
removed,  the  Indians  grew  more  cautious  of  giving 
offence,  and  carefully  fupplied  them  with  provifion  ; 
and  a  year  being  elapfed  fince  the  Chriftians  were 
wrecked  upon  the  ifland,  the  (hip  we  have  already 
mentioned,  which  Mendez  bought  with  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  money  at  St.  Domingo,  arrived  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  Columbus  with  his  whole  company, 
embarking  on  the  28th  of  June,  fet  fail  for  Hif- 
paniola,  tho’  the  wind  and  current  were  contrary, 
and,  after  a  troublefome  voyage,  reached  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  on  the  13th  of  Aiiguft  1504.  Here  he  was 
received  with  demonftrations  of  uncommon  civi¬ 
lity  and  regard  by  the  governour,  who  lodged  him 
in  his  own  houfe,  and  fawned  upon  him  with  the 
moft  abjedh  fubmiffions  ;  tho’  this  hofpitality  was 
altogether  affedlation  ;  for,  he  fet  Porras  at  liberty, 
and  threatened  to  punifh  thofe  who  were  concerned 
in  apprehending  that  rebel.  When  the  admiral’s  fhip 
was  refitted,  and  another  hired  for  the  convenience 
of  his  friends  and  followers,  he  failed  for  Europe 
on  the  2d  of  September,  and  before  he  was  two 
leagues  at  fea,  the  malt  of  the  hired  veffel  coming 
by  the  board,  he  fent  her  back  into  the  harbour  to 
be  repaired,  while  he  himfelf  proceeded  on  his 
voyage  to  Spain. — During  the  paffage,  he  lofl:  his 
own  main-maft  in  a  ftorm,  and  this  damage  being 
in  fome  meafure  repaired  by  the  fkill  and  activity 
of  the  lieutenant,  (for  the  admiral  w7as  lame  of  the 
gout)  they  were  afterwards  expofed  to  another 
tempeft  which  carried  away  their  foremafl,  and  in 
that  condition  the  fhip  arrived  at  the  port  of  St. 
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Lucar  de  Barrameda.  Upon  his  landing,  he  was 
informed  of  the  death  of  his  generous  patronefs. 
queen  Ifabella,  which  overwhelmed  him  with  con¬ 
cern  ;  for,  tho’  he  was  courteoully  received  by 
Ferdinand,  that  prince  began  to  think  the  advan¬ 
tages  he  had  ftipulated  for  himfelf  were  too  con- 
fiderable,  and  accordingly  he  propofed  new  terms, 
which,  however,  did  not  take  effedf :  for,  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  interrupted  by  the  accefiion  of  king 
Philip  to  the  throne  of  Caftile ;  and  before  Fer¬ 
dinand  returned  to  Valladolid,  from  whence  he  had 
fet  out  to  meet  his  fon  in  law,  Columbus,  opprefled 
with  infirmities  and  chagrin,  yielded  up  the  ghoft 
in  that  city.  His  body  was  afterwards,  by  the  king’s 
order,  conveyed  to  Sevil ;  where  it  was  magnifi¬ 
cently  interred  in  the  cathedral,  and  the  place  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  a  monument,  on  which  thefe  words- 
were  infcribed : 

A  Caftilia,  y  a  Leon, 

Nuevo  mundo  dio’  Colon, 

Signifying  5 
To  Caftile  and  Leon, 

Columbus  gave  a  new  world. 
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The  Voyage  of  Vasco  de  Gama. 

THIS  relation  is  extracted  from  the  hiflory  of 
Oforio,  bifhop  of  Sylves  ;  an  author  of  fuch 
credit,  that  his  name  alone  is  fufficient  to  authenti¬ 
cate  every  particular. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  fon  of  John  I.  King  of 
Portugal,  who  was  a  prince  of  an  afp:ring  genius, 
and  a  great  patron  of  navigation,  many  difcoveries 
were  made  by  his  fubjecls,  and  under  his  aufpices, 
on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Africa,  great  part  of  which, 
together  with  fome  iflands,  fell  under  his  dominion. 
His  nephew  Alphonfo,  wdio  (ucceeded  him  on  the 
throne,  was  too  much  involved  in  wars,  to  execute 
the  fchemes  he  had  laid  for  extending  his  progrefs 
by  fea ;  but  the  fon  of  this  prince,  known  by  the 
name  of  John  II.  fpared  no  pains  or  expence  in 
promoting  the  interefts  of  navigation. 

Being  informed  by  an  ambaflador  from  the  king 
of  Benin  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  that,  at' the  diftance 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  from  his  country, 
there  was  a  mighty  prince  to  whom  his  mafter  was 
tributary  ;  and  fuppofmg  this  monarch  to  be  no 
other  than  the  famous  Prefter  John,  fo  much  talked 
of  at  that  period  of  time,  he  i’ent  Peter  de  Covillam 
and  Alonzo  de  Paiva  by  land,  to  obtain  fome  in¬ 
telligence  of  this  potentate,  as  well  as  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  India.  Accordingly  they,  travelled  by  the 
way  of  Grand  Cairo  to  1  or  on  the  coaft  of  Arabia, 
from  whence  Covillam  embarked  for  India,  and 
Paiva  fet  out  for  Ethiopia,  after  they  had  agreed  to 
meet  at  a  ev-tain  time  at  Grand  Cairo.  The  hrft 
having  vifited  Cananor,  Calicut  and  Goa,  touched 
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at  Zofala  in  Africa,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Aden  at  the  mouth  of  the  red  fea,  on  his  return  to 
Cairo,  where  underftanding  his  companion  was 
dead,  he  fent  an  account  to  the  king  of  his  pere¬ 
grinations  by  a  Jew  bound  for  Portugal,  and  with 
another  embarked  for  Ormuz,  from  whence  he 
went  over  into  ^Ethiopia,  where  he  was  hofpitably 
entertained,  tho’  never  fuffered  to  return. 

At  the  fame  time  when  thefe  miffionaries  de¬ 
parted  by  land,  king  John  fent  to  fea  three  fhips, 
under  the  command  of  Bartholomew  Diaz,  who 
failing  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  beyond  the 
fartheft  difcovered  part  of  Africa,  defcried  the 
mountains  which  he  called  Sierra  Parda,  paffed  by 
the  bay  de  los  Vagueros,  thus  denominated  from 
the  numerous  herds  of  cattle  which  he  faw  on  fhore, 
touched  at  the  fmall  ifland  of  Santa  Cruz,  entered 
the  river  dei  Infanta,  and  finally  reached  the  cape 
which  he  called  Tormentofo  or  Stormy  ;  tho’  the 
king  changed  that  appellation  into  Buena  Efperanza 
or  Good  Hope,  becaufe  from  hence  he  hoped  to 
difeover  the  Eaft-Indies.  But,  before  this  hope 
could  be  realized,  he  quitted  this  life,  after  having 
exhorted  Emmanuel,  his  fucceffor,  to  encourage 
trade  and  finifh  his  plan  of  navigation  ;  nor  v/as 
this  advice  neglected.  Emmanuel,  who  was  a 
prince  of  uncommon  fpirit,  liberality  and  diferetion, 
had  no  fooner  fettled  the  domeftic  affairs  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  than  he  ordered  four  fhips  to  be  equipped  for 
the  difeovery,  and  gave  the  command  oof  them  to 
Vafco  de  Gama,  a  nobleman  of  great  abilities,  on 
whom  he  likewife  conferred  the  rank  of  admiral: 
the  other  three  fhips  were  commanded  by  V afeo’s 
brother  Paul,  Nicholas  Coelo  and  Gcnzalo  Nugnez; 
They  fpent  the  night  preceding  their  embarkation 
in  prayers  and  vows,  at  a  chapel  which  Emmanuel 
built  by  the  fea-fide  within  four  miles  of  Lifbon, 
and  they  were  next  day  followed  to  the  fhore  by 
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an  infinite  multitude  of  people,  who,  with  loud  ac¬ 
clamation,  preferred  vows  to  Heaven  for  their  pro- 
fperity  and  fuccefs,  tho’  many  looked  upon  them 
with  companion,  as  facrifices  devoted  to  deftruc- 
tion. 

Gama,  however,  and  his  captains  went  on  board 
with  great  confidence  and  alacrity,  and  failed  on  the 
9th  day  of  July  in  the  year  1497,  dirediing  his 
courfe  to  the  Canary  iflands,  from  whence  he  flood 
for  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago ;  he  was  afterwards  ha- 
raffed  by  continual  ftorms  for  the  fpace  of  three 
months,  and  at  length  difcovering  land,  came  to  an 
anchor  in  a  large  bay,  where  he  hoped  to  obtain  a 
fupply  of  freih  water,  of  which  the  (hips  were  in 
great  want.  Accordingly  Cselo,  who  was  fent  to 
examine,  found  a  pleafant  river,  the  banks  of 
which  were  covered  with  the  moft  beautiful  ver¬ 
dure,  and  thither  the  fhips  advanced  in  order  to  lay 
in  a  flock  of  wood  and  water.  Here  they  faw  vaft 
numbers  of  teals  ;  and  the  admiral  being  defirous  of 
knowing  the  nature  of  the  place,  and  the  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  directed  his  people  to  catch 
feme  of  the  natives,  whom  he  found  to  be  real 
negroes  by  their  black  colour,  thick  lips  and  fleecy 
hair;  but,  they  were  altogether  unintelligible, 
altho’  fonle  of  the  Portuguefe  on  board  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  ahnoft  all  the  languages  ufed  on  the 
coafl  of  Guinea. 

They  were  received  with  great  civility  by  Gama,, 
who  prefented  them  with  fome  cloaths,  fmall  bells,, 
glades,  beads  and  other  trifles,  with  which  they 
were  extremely  well  pleafed,  and  in  return,  fup- 
plied  their  benefactors  with  plenty  of  fuch  provifi- 
ons  as  the  country  afforded  :  but  this  friendly  inter¬ 
course  was  not  of  long  duration.  One  of  thePor- 
tu yude  having  gone  afliore  to  vifit  the  natives  at 
their  oven  houfes,  was  welcomed  with  great  hofpi- 
tality,  and  for  his  entertainment  they  killed  a  fatted 
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feal,  a  difh  that  difcompofed  his  delicate  flomach  fo 
much,  that  he  rofe  and  retired  with  figns  of  loth- 
ing  and  difguft.  Nor  did  his  entertainers  oppofe 
his  departure ;  on  the  contrary,  they  accompanied 
him  to  the  fhore :  but  he,  diftrufting  their  intenti¬ 
on,  no  fooner  came  within  hearing  of  his  fellows, 
than  he  roared  aloud  for  help,  when  feme  of  the 
men  coming  immediately  afhore  to  his  affiftance, 
the  natives  ran  affrighted  to  the  woods  ;  and  now 
looking  upon  the  Portuguefe  as  declared  enemies, 
had  recourfe  to  their  arms  confifting  of  long  lances 
headed  with  horn,  which  they  throw  with  great 
dexterity  and  execution.  With  thefe  weapons, 
they  fuddenly  rufhed  out  of  the  woods  upon  Gama 
and  fome  officers  who  were  employed  in  taking  the 
fun’s  altitude,  and  attacked  them  with  fuch  fury, 
‘that  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  on  board  of  their 
fhips,  after  the  admiral  had  been  wounded  in  the 
foot.  In  confequence  of  this  rupture,  he  fet  fail 
from  that  place,  having  given  the  name  of  St. 
flelena  to  the  bay,  and  that  of  St,  Jago  to  the  ri¬ 
ver,  becaufe  they  were  difeovered  on  the  days  dedi¬ 
cated  to  thefe  faints  :  a  rule  which  they  afterwards 
obferved  in  all  their  denominations.  Between  this 
bay  and  the  cape,  he  underwent  fuch  dreadful 
{forms,  the  weather  was  fo  cold  and  the  nights  fo 
long,  that  the  people  became  defpirited  and  clamo¬ 
rous,  furrounding  Gama  upon  deck,  and  conjuring 
him  with,  the  moft  pathetic  remonffrances,  to 
change  his  courfe  and  fleer  homewards,  rather  than 
perfiff  in  profecuting  a  voyage  from  which  nothing 
was  to  be  expected  but  mifery  and  de(lru£iion0 
Upon  this  occafion,  all  his  refolution  and  addrtfs 
was  neceffary  to  refute  their  fears,  to  withffand 
their  importunities,  and  maintain  his  authority  :  for, 
when  they  found  him  deaf  to  their  entreaties,  and 
firmly  determined  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which 
he  had  embarked,  they  formed  a  confpiracy  againft 

hig 
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his  life,  which  being  difcovered  by  his  brother 
Paul,  he  was  obliged  to  exert  his  whole  vigilance 
and  caution  to  hinder  it  from  taking  effect.  The 
ringleaders  were  put  in  irons,  and  among  thefe  all 
the  pilots,  fo  that  he  himfelf  and  fome  other  offi¬ 
cers  were  fain  to  perform  their  functions.  At  length, 
the  weather  took  a  favourable  turn,  and  he  made 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  was  doubled  on  the 
20th  day  of  November,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of 
the  whole  company,  who  thought  there  was  now 
no  obftacle  to  oppofe  the  voyage.  Coafting  along 
ihore,  they  enjoyed  the  profpedt  of  a  moft  agree¬ 
able  country,  diverfified  with  wood  and  lawn, 
abounding  with  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  and  well 
peopled  with  blacks,  who  refembled  thofe  of  St. 
Helena  bay  in  colour,  features  and  proportion : 
when  they  fpoke  they  feemed  to  fob ;  their  privities 
were  inclofed  in  fmall  wooden  cafes,  the  reft  of  the 
body  being  quite  naked  ;  they  played  upon  pipes, 
with  which  they  made  no  contemptible  mufick, 
and  lived  in  huts  made  of  clay  hardened  in  the  fun, 
which  were  covered  with  ftraw  and  clods  of  earth. 

Gama  having  run  feventy  three  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  the  Cape,  found  another  bay,  which 
he  called  Angra  de  San  Bias,  in  the  bend  of  which 
was  a  fmall  ifland,  where  the  {hips  lay  to  take  in  a 
fupply  of  water.  The  land  hereabouts  was  very 
fertile,  abounding  with  large  elephants  and  fine  ox¬ 
en,  which  the  natives  ufe  as  horfes.  There  was 
alfo  a  prodigious  number  of  feals  of  furprifing 
fiercenefs,  and  a  multitude  of  birds  called  penguins, 
about  the  fize  of  geefe,  which  have  no  feathers,  nor 
do  their  wings,  which  are  membranous,  enable 
them  to  fly. 

The  fleet  being  watered  in  this  place,  fet  fail 
again,  and,  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  was  over¬ 
taken  by  a  fudden  ftorm  that  drove  the  {hips  out  to 
fea,  and  overwhelmed  the  people  with  confterna- 
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'"Ion  ;  but  when  the  tempeft  fubfided,  they  ap¬ 
proached  the  fhore  again,  Gama  being  refolved  to 
fail  along  the  coaft,  as  he  was  altogether  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  navigation  of  thofe  Teas,  On 
the  10th  of  January,  when  they  had  proceeded 
about  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  their  lad 
watering  place,  they  defcried  fome  fmall  iflands,  that 
appeared  extremely  pleafant,  decorated  with  lofty 
trees,  and  interveening  meadows  of  a  beautiful 
verdure,  in  which  they  faw  great  numbers  of  cattle 
grazing  :  they  likewife  perceived  the  black  inhabi¬ 
tants  walking  upon  the  fhore.  The  admiral,  having 
anchored  upon  the  coafl,  fent  one  of  his  men  who 
was  well  verfed  in  languages,  to  pay  his  refpeCis  to 
the  king,  who  received  him  with  great  civility, 
and  difmifled  him  with  prefents  luch  as  the  coun¬ 
try  produced.  Thefe  people  were  moie  civilized 
than  the  other  blacks  they  had  feen ;  they  wore 
bracelets  on  their  arms,  brazen  helmets  on  their 
heads,  and  fabres  by  their  fides,  with  handles  of 
tin,  and  fcabbards  of  ivory,  not  inelegantly  fafhi- 
oned.  In  the  fleet  were  ten  malefactors  who  had 
been  condemned  to  death,  but  pardoned  on  condi¬ 
tion  they  would  undertake  this  .voyage ;  two  of 
thefe  Gama  left  on  fhore,  at  his  departure  from  this 
place,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  St.  Raphael, 
that  they  might  inform  themfelves  of  the  nature 
and  cuftoms  of  the  c6untry,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
give  ufeful  intelligence  to  the  Portuguefe  when  the 
fhips  fhould  return. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  they  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  a  very  large  river,  the  banks  of  which 
were  covered  with  verdure,  and  fhaded  by  trees 
loaded  with  fruit.  Gama  -came  to  an  anchor  in 
this  place  in  the  evening,  and  in  the  morning  the 
natives  came  on  board  in  little  boats,  without  fear 
or  hefitation,  - and  were  treated  with  great  civility, 
tho’  the  Portuguefe  could  not  underhand  their 
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language.  In  a  few  days,  four  of  their  chiefs  came 
to  pay  their  refpeCts  to  the  admiral,  who  entertained 
them  fumptuoufly,  and  at  their  departure,  prefent- 
ed  them  with  cloaths  of  filk,  which  they  received 
with  tranfports  of  joy.  One  of  thefe,  who  fpoke 
the  Arabic  tongue  very  imperfectly,  faid  he  had 
lately  come  from  a  country  not  very  diftant,  where 
he  had  feen  (hips  like  thofe  belonging  to  the  Portu¬ 
guefe;  a  piece  of  information  which  greatly  ele¬ 
vated  the  fpirits  of  the  failors,  who  hoped  in  a  little 
time  to  reach  the  treafures  of  India.  On  the  banks 
of  this  river,  which  he  called  de  Bon  Sinyas  or  of 
good  figns,  Gama  ereCled  a  Hone  pillar,  on  which 
was  carved  a  crucifix  above  the  arms  of  Emmanuel ; 
for,  he  had  brought  from  Liibon  feveral  columns  of 
the  fame  kind,  to  be  left  as  monuments  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  difcoveries. 

Having  repaired  his  {hip  and  refrefhed  his  men, 
he  on  the  24th  day  of  February  fet  fail  again,  and 
on  the  iH  of  March  defdried  four  iflands  lying  at 
fmall  diftances  from  one  another  ;  and  from  one  of 
thefe  came  feven  vefiels,  in  full  fail,  towards  the  ad-  * 
miral’s  {hip,  which  was  diftinguilhed  by  the  Hag. 
When  the  people  on  board  of  them  thought  they 
were  near  enough  to  be  heard,  they  fet  up  a  {hout, 
and  hailed  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Arabic  language  | 
and  when  they  approached  Hill  nearer,  they  began 
to  play  upon  flutes  and  other  mufical  inftruments, 
and  with  loud  huzzas  congratulated  the  admiral  on 
his  arrival  in  thefe  parts.  They  were  of  a  dufky 
hue,  but  well  made,  and  elegantly  drefled  in  filk, 
their  heads  being  covered  with  turbans  of  fine  li¬ 
nen  interwoven  with  gold  ;  and  they  worefaulchions 
at  their  Tides,  and  targets  upon  their  arms.  They 
were  received  on  board  by  thofe  Portuguefe  who 
tmderftood  their  language,  and  the  admiral  ordered 
them  to  be  treated  with  a  collation  ;  during  which, 
he  defired  to  know  the  name  of  this  ifland,  together 

with- 
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with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants, 
as  well  as  the  exadt  diftance  from  India,  To  thefe 
interrogations,  they  replied,  that  the  ifiand  was 
called  Mozambique,  fubjedt  to  the  king  of  Quiloa, 
and  ruled  by  a  governour  appointed  by  that  prince* 
Great  part  of  it  (they  faid)  was  inhabited  by  Ara¬ 
bian  merchants,  who  carried  on  a  confiderable 
commerce  by  fea  to  Arabia,  India,  and  other  parts 
of  the  world ;  they  gave  him  to  underftand  that  he 
had  already  palled  by  the  country  of  Zofala,  abound¬ 
ing  with  gold  ;  and  laftly  fatisfied  him  with  refpet?c 
to  the  diftance  from  Mozambique  to  Calicut :  fo 
that  the  people  with  uplifted  hands,  returned 
thanks  to  Heaven,  concluding  that  now  their  la¬ 
bours  were  almoft  at  a  period. 

Mozambique  is  fituated  in  that  part  of  Africa 
formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Agefimba,  in  fix- 
teen  degrees  of  fouthern  latitude  ;  a  country  render¬ 
ed  unwholefome  by  the  redundancy  of  its  marfhes, 
and  inhabited  by  blacks,  who  live  in  huts  made  of 
clay  and  thatched  with  ftraw.  Yet  here,  for  the 
convenience  of  traffick,  was  a  great  refort  of  {hips 
from  all  quarters;  tho’  at  this  time,  the  wealth  and 
power  of  the  illand  was  chiefly  engrofied  by  the 
Arabians,  who  ufed  fmall  gallies  faftened  with 
wooden  pegs  inftead  of  nails,  and  caulked  with 
ropes  of  palm  leaves.  This  tree,  which  rifes  to  a 
great  height,  is  covered  with  long  prickly  leaves, 
its  fpreading  boughs  projedt  an  agreeable  fhade,  and 
produce  nuts  of  a  large  fize  called  cocoes. 

1  hefe  Arabians  knew  the  ufe  of  the  compafs, 
had  very  accurate  fea-charts,  were  furnifhed  with 
quadrants  and  other  aftronomical  inffruments,  and 
in  a  word,  very  little  inferior  to  the  Portuguefe  in 
their  knowledge  of  navigation.  They  converfed 
familiarly  and  jocofely  with  the  failors,  whom  they 
fuppofed  to  be  Mahometans  from  Barbary,  and  af¬ 
ter  having  received  marks  of  the  admiral’s  genero- 
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fity,  they  were  entrufted  with  fome  prefents  of 
greater  value  for  the  governor,  whofe  name  was 
Zacocia  This  man  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  Ga¬ 
ma’s  politenefs,  that  he  refolved  to  vifit  him  on 
board,  and  immediately  fent  notice  of  his  intention  ; 
fo  that  the  admiral  had  time  to  remove  the  Tick  out 
of  fight,  and  arm  the  people  for  his  reception. 
He  appeared  in  rich  embroidered  cloaths,  wearing 
a  curious  fword  fet  with  diamonds,  and  attended  by 
a  number  of  armed  men,  with  drums  and  trumpets 
founding  as  he  advanced.  After  the  ceremony  of 
falutation,  he  and  his  followers  were  elegantly  en¬ 
tertained  by  Gama,  with  whom  he  foci  ally  conver- 
fed,  and  among  other  queftions,  afked  whether 
they  were  Turks  or  Moors,  what  kind  of  warlike 
arms  they  ufed,  and  defired  to  know  if  he  had  any 
books  concerning  the  Mahometan  religion ;  the 
admiral  faid  he  came  from  the  wed:,  that  befides 
the  weapons  with  which  he  faw  his  people  armed, 
they  had  engines  of  fuch  amazing  power,  as  not 
only  to  deftroy  whole  armies  of  men,  but  even  to 
iChake  and  overturn  the  ftrongeft  citadels ;  he  like- 
wife  told  him  that  he  was  bound  for  India,  and  beg¬ 
ged  he  would  fupply  him  with  pilots  in  whom  he 
could  confide. 

This  requeft  was  chearfully  granted  by  Zacocia, 
who  returned  next  day  with  two  pilots,  and  they,  for 
a  certain  fum  of  money,  undertook  to  conduct  the 
ihips  to  Calicut :  in  a  word,  there  was  a  mutual 
exchange'of  good  offices  between  the  Portuguefe 
and  thefe  iflanders.  But  this  harmony  was  not  of 
long  continuance;  for,  the  governor  no  fooner 
difcovered  the  new  comers  to  be  Chriftians,  than  all 
his  friendfhip  was  converted  into  rancour,  and  he 
began  to  lay  fchemes  for  Gama’s  deftrudtion.  The 
Portuguefe  were  reviled  and  infulted  by  the  popu¬ 
lace  ;  the  admiral’s  life  was  endangered  by  a  plot, 
which  Was  happily  difcovsred ;  one  of  the  pilots 

made 
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made  his  efcape,  and  Tome  of  the  people,  who  were 
fent  on  fhore  to  wood  and  water,  being  attacked  by 
feven  veffels,  would  have  loft  their  lives,  had  not 
the  other  boats  come  to  their  aftiftance,  and  poured 
in  a  volley  of  {hot  among  the  aggrefiors,  who  fled 
in  the  utmoft  confternation. 

The  admiral  finding  he  could  ftay  here  no  longer 
with  fafety,  fleered  to  another  ifland  at  the  diftance 
of  four  miles,  from  whence  he  fet  fail  for  Quiloa  5 
but  being  driven  back  by  cbntrary  winds  and  tem- 
peftous  weather,  he  was  follicited  by  an  Arabian, 
who  begged  to  be  taken  on  board  with  his  little  fon, 
and  fee  on  fhore  at  fome  convenient  port,  from 
whence  he  might  repair  to  Mecca,  which  was  the 
place;  of  his  nativity.  Gama  was  glad  of  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  indulge  this  perfoti,  who  he  underftood 
was  an  excellent  pilot,  and  his  brother  Paul  hav¬ 
ing,  in  the  fcufHe  at  Mozambique,  carried  off  ano¬ 
ther  man  well  (killed  in  navigation,  the  weather 
no  fooner  became  favourable,  than  they  went  to  fea 
again  in  three  fhips,  for,  the  ftore-fhip  had  been 
emptied  and  deftroyed  by  the  admiral’s  order. 
Their  intention  was  to  make  Quiloa,  which  how¬ 
ever,  they  could  not  reach  5  a  difappointment  ow¬ 
ing  to  fome  error  in  their  courfe,  or  perhaps  to  the 
fraud  of  the  Mozambique  pilot,  who  now  advifed 
Gama  to  fleer  for  Mombaze,  a  city  which,  he  faid, 
was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  and  in  all  re- 
fpedls  well  adapted  for  the  reception  of  his  (hips, 
and  the  refrefhment  of  the  men.  The  admiral  . 
was  accordingly  perfuaded  to  follow  this  advice  ; 
for,  his  provifions  began  to  fail,  a  great  number  of 
his  men  were  already  dead,  and  the  furvivors  in  a 
fickly  and  lingering  condition. 

Mombaze  is  fituated  in  a  bay  upon  an  high  rock, 
almoft  furrounded  by  the  fea,  the  harbour  being  de¬ 
fended  by  a  fortrefs  furnifhed  with  all  manner  of 
warlike  ftores,  and  a  ftrong  garrifon  3  the  foil  is 
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fertile,  abounding  with  all  forts  of  fruits  and  ve¬ 
getables  ;  the  country  is  well  flocked  with  cattle, 
the  water  is  excellent,  the  climate  temperate,  the 
air  healthy  ;  and  the  inhabitants  live  with  tafte,  in 
houfes  built  after  the  European  manner,  and  adorn¬ 
ed  with  variety  of  fine  painting. 

Scarce  had  the  Portuguefe  anchored,  when  they 
perceived  a  galley  rowing  towards  the  flag  (hip,  and 
in  her  obferved  about  one  hundred  men  in  Turkifli 
habits,  armed  with  bucklers  and  fcymetars.  They 
would  have  come  on  board  without  hefltation,  had 
not  they  been  prevented  by  order  of  the  admi¬ 
ral,  who  denied  admiflion  to  any  but  four,  who 
by  their  appearance  feemed  to  be  above  the  com¬ 
mon  rank,  and  even  thefe  were  obliged  to  lay  afide 
their  arms,  before  he  would  fuffer  them  to  mount 
the  fhip’s  fide.  This  caution  of  Gama  they  ex¬ 
tolled  with  many  encomiums,  and  told  him  that 
their  king  having  been  informed  of  his  arrival,  had 
fent  them  with  compliments  of  congratulation,  and 
proffers  of  alliance,  which  the  admiral  faid  he 
would  embrace  with  pleafure  :  next  day,  other  de¬ 
puties  came  with  a  fupply  of  refrefhments  for  the 
men,  which  his  majefty  fent  as  a  fmall  token  of  his 
friendfhip  and  regard,  defiring,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  would  approach  the  city  and  come  to  an 
anchor  in  the  harbour,  where  he  could  more  con¬ 
veniently  give  the  Portuguefe  frefh  proofs  of  his 
good  will.  Gama,  with  all  fuitable  acknowledg¬ 
ment,  promifed  to  comply  with  his  requeft,  and  in 
the  mean  time,  as  a  mark  of  his  confidence,  fent  on 
fhore  two  of  his  exiles,  who  were  treated  with  the 
utmoft  hofpitality  by  the  king,  who  ordered  fame 
of  his  people  to  accompany  them  while  they  fhould 
take  a  view  of  the  city,  and  then  deflred  them  to 
carry  a  fample  of  fpices  to  Gama,  by  which  he 
might  be  induced  to  trade  with  his  fubjecfs,  rather 

than 


than  proceed  farther,  and  run  the  rifque  of  a  dan¬ 
gerous  voyage. 

The  admiral,  being  overjoyed  at  their  report,  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  the  anchors  to  be  weighed,  in 
order  to  advance  into  the  harbour ;  but  his  own 
fhip  being  by  the  violence  of  the  tide  in  danger  of 
running  a-ground,  he  commanded  the  fails  to  be 
furled,  and  the  anchors  to  be  dropped ;  and  the  other 
captains  followed  his  example.  The  Mozambique 
pilots  feeing  thefe  orders  executed,  without  know¬ 
ing  the  reafon,  and  being  confcious  of  their  own 
treachery,  which  they  now  imagined  he  had  dif- 
covered,  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea,  and  were 
taken  up  by  the  people  of  fome  boats,  who  landed 
them  on  the  oppofite  fnore,  notwithflanding  the 
remonfirances  of  Gama,  who  called  aloud  to  them, 
defiring  them  to  bring  the  fugitives  on  board.  By 
this  providential  occurrence,  he  difcovered  the  per¬ 
fidious  defign  of  the  king,  whofe  affedfed  civility 
was  no  other  than  difflmulation  ;  for,  having  heard 
of  what  palled  at  Mozambique,  he  had  laid  a 
fcheme  for  defiroying  the  Portuguefe  in  the  harbour  : 
but  his  project  being  thus  accidentally  baffled,  he  at 
midnight  fent  a  detachment  of  men,  infmall  veffels, 
to  cut  the  cables,  which  however  were  preferved  by 
the  vigilance  and  adlivity  of  the  admiral,  who,  as 
foon  as  he  could  get  clear  of  the  bay, diredfed  hiscourfe 
for  Melinda.  In  his  pafiage  he  took  an  Arabian 
fhip,  which  he  difmifled,  after  having  detained  four¬ 
teen  prifoners,  and  among  thefe  a  perfon  of  dif- 
tindiion,  from  whom  he  received  fome  ufeful  in- 
firudfions  concerning  his  voyage.  On  Eafter-day 
he  arrived  at  Melinda,  which  Hands  in  a  delightful 
plain,  furrounded  with  pleafant  gardens,  Hocked 
with  a  variety  of  trees,  and  in  particular  the  orange, 
whofe  blofioms  yielded  a  moH  agreeable  and  diffu- 
five  odour.  The  country  was  rich  and  plentiful, 
abounding  not  only  with  tame  cattle,  but  alfo  with 

game 


jt42  the  voyage  of 

game  of  all  kinds,  which  the  natives  took  pleafure 
in  hunting.  The  houfes  are  built  of  fquare  flones, 
in  a  magnificent  tafte.  The  inhabitants,  tho’  of  a 
black  colour,  are  not  inelegant  in  their  drefs ;  their 
heads  are  adorned  with  turbans,  the  body  is  naked 
to  the  waift,  from  which  a  garment  of  filk  defcends 
to  the  middle  of  the  leg :  their  arms  confift  of  fmall 
bucklers,  fcymetars,  fpears,  with  bows  and  arrows ; 
they  are  extremely  fond  of  military  glory.  Their 
religion  is  Paganifm,  and  they  worlhip  their  ima¬ 
ges  with  great  fuperftition. 

Gama  underflanding  the  coafl  was  fhelvy,  and 
the  fea  tempeftuous,  and  being  warned  by  the  dan¬ 
ger  he  had  fo  narrowly  efcaped  at  Mombaze,  came 
to  an  anchor  at  a  good  diflance  from  the  city, 
when  his  Arabian  prifoner,  perceiving  his  caution, 
offered  to  go  and  found  the  fentiments  of  the  king  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  told  him,  that  there  were  four 
fhips  then  in  the  harbour,  commanded  by  Chrifti- 
ans,  who  having  already  tranfadfed  their  bufinefs  at 
Melinda,  would  in  a  little  time  fet  out  for  India, 
whither  Gama  might  have  the  benefit  of  their  com- 
pany. 

Altho’  the  admiral  did  not  repofe  much  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  fincerity  of  this  prifoner,  yet,  as  the  ad¬ 
vice  could  followed  without  running  any  rifque, 
he  ordered  him  to  be  landed  on  an  ifland  oppofite 
to  the  city,  to  which  he  was  immediately  tranf 
ported  and  conduced  to  the  king,  who  was  an  old 
man,  of  a  mild  and  gentle  difpofition,  and  fo  much 
pleafed  with  the  ,charadter  which  the  Arabian  gave 
of  the  Portuguefe,  that  he  forthwith  fent  a  perfon 
with  his  compliments  to  Gama,  and  a  prefent  of 
{beep  and  other  refrefhments.  The  admiral,  un¬ 
willing  to  be  outdone  in  generofity,  repaid  this 
courtefy  with  prefents  of  greater  value,  ordered  his 
jfhips  to  move  nearer  to  the  fhore,  and  fent  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  Chriftians  of  India,  who  were  trans¬ 
ported 
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ported  with  joy  at  fight  of  Grangers  who  profeffed 
the  fame  faith,  and  gave  him  many  ufeful  inftru&i- 
ons  with  regard  to  the  profecution  of  his  voyage. 

The  king  being  difabled  by  the  infirmities  of  age 
from  vifiting  the  admiral  in  perfon,  fent  on  board 
his  fon,  to  whom  he  had  delegated  the  fupreme  au¬ 
thority  ;  and  this  young  prince,  royally  attired,  and 
attended  by  his  nobles,  came  in  a  galley  that  refound- 
ded  with  the  mufick  of  drums  and  trumpets.  Ga¬ 
ma,  that  he  might  pay  the  greater  honour  to  his 
gueft,  went  in  his  barge  to  receive  him,  and  at 
meeting  he  was  embraced  by  the  young  prince  with 
great  familiarity  and  affection.  He  behaved  on  this 
occafion  with  uncommon  politenefs;  his  conven¬ 
tion  was  fenfible  and  fprightly  5  he  looked  upon  the 
admiral  with  marks  of  pleafur'e  and  admiration,  exa¬ 
mined  the  {hips  attentively,  and  expreffed  the  ut~ 
mod  friendfhip  and  regard  for  the  Portuguefe  :  and 
this  good  difpofition  was  improved  by  the  generofi- 
ty  of  Gama,  who  made  him  a  prefent  of  all  the  pri- 
foners  he  had  taken.  But  this  cautious  officer  de¬ 
clined  his  preffing  invitation  to  go  afhore,  althos 
he  offered  to  leave  his  own  fons  as  pledges  of  his 
fafety.  However,  he  next  day  ordered  himfelf 
to  be  rowed  in  his  barge  nearer  the  city,  that  he 
might  enjoy  a  more  diftindf  profpech  of  its  beautiful 
fituation  ;  and  received  another  vifit  from  the  prince, 
who  furnifhed  him  with  an  able  pilot,  and  obtain¬ 
ed  his  promife,  that  on  his  return  he  would  take 
Melinda  in  his  way,  as  the  king  expreffed  an  eager 
defire  of  fending  an  ambaflador  to  his  Portuguefe 
majefty,  with  whom  he  was  very  ambitious  of  en- 
gaging  in  the  mod  friendly  alliance  and  intercourfe. 

On  the  2 2d  day  of  March  he  fet  fail,  and  fleer¬ 
ing  to  the  northward,  they  in  a  few  days  paffed  the 
line  ;  then  {landing  to  the  eaff,  and  crofilng  a  broad 
fea,  the  pilot  defcried  the  mountains  of  Calicut  a 
difcovery  which  was  no  fooner  imparted  to  the  ad¬ 
miral.. 
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miral,  than  he  returned  thanks  to  heaven  in  a  trans¬ 
port  of  joy,  and  unfettered  all  the  prifoners,  that 
there  might  not  be  one  Sorrowful  heart  on  board. 
That  Same  day,  the  Ships,  dropping  anchor  within 
two  miles  of  Calicut,  were  Surrounded  by  a  number 
of  canoes  full  of  Indians,  who  came  to  gratify  their 
curiofity.  Of  thefe  Gama  inquired  by  his  interpre¬ 
ters,  in  what  place  their  king  refided ;  and  one  of 
the  exiles  being  Sent  on  Shore  to  obtain  intelligence, 
was  environed  by  a  vaSt  multitude,  who  thronged 
about  him  in  Such  a  manner,  that  he  was  lifted  from 
the  ground,  and  borne  backwards  and  forwards  like 
a  wave  of  the  Sea,  until  he  was  at  length  perceived 
by  two  merchants  from  the  city  of  Tunis  in  Bar¬ 
bary,  who  were  net  a  little  aftonifhed  to  See  an 
European  in  that  place;  and  one  of  them,  whofe 
name  was  Monzaida,  fuppofing  him  by  his  drefs 
to  be  a  Spaniard,  accofled  him  in  Caftilian :  but, 
when  he  underftood  the  dranger  was  a  Portuguefe, 
he  exprefied  great  joy  ;  for  he  had  been  chief  con¬ 
tractor  for  the  warlike  dores  which  King  Ferdinand 
had  purchafed  at  'Funis :  he  therefore  defired  the 
exile  to  introduce  him  to  the  admiral,  and  they 
came  on  board  together.  Here  he  was  kindly  re¬ 
ceived  by  Gama,  who,  finding  him  a  very  intelli¬ 
gent  perfon,  took  this  opportunity  to  inform  him- 
felf  of  many  interefting  particulars  touching  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Calicut;  and  the  Moor,  after  having  made 
a  tender  of  his  Service  to  the  Portuguefe,  gave  him 
to  underfland,  that  his  arrival  would  be  very  agree¬ 
able  to  the  king  or  Zamorin,  whofe  chief  care  and 
aim  was  to  extend  the  commerce  of  his  fubjeCds  : 
for  altho’  his  dominions  were  extenfive,  and  many 
princes  his  tributaries,  yet  the  mod  considerable  part 
of  his  revenue  arofe  from  duties  upon  merchandize. 
Next  day,  Gama  Sent  two  of  his  officers  with  Mon¬ 
zaida  to  wait  upon  this  monarch,  whofe  refidence 
at  that  time  was  at  Pandarene,  three  miles  from 
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Calicut.  Thefe  deputies  being  admitted  to  his  pre- 
fence,  told  him,  that  the  King  of  Portugal  having 
heard  of  his  fame  and  dignity,  had  fent  thither  one 
of  his  admirals,  who  would  be  glad  to  attend  his 
Majefty,  with  proffers  of  friendfhip  and  alliance  in 
the  name  of  his  mafter.  To  this  addrefs,  the  king 
made  a  mod  gracious  reply,  alluring  them  that  he 
would  chearfully  engage  in  a  league  with  the  king 
of  Portugal,  and  for  that  purpofe  take  the  firft  con¬ 
venient  opportunity  of  conferring  with  the  admiral, 
whom  in  the  mean  time  he  advifed  to  bring  the 
fhips  nearer  to  Pandarene,  that  they  might  be  the 
lefs  expofed  to  the  tempells,  which  were  frequent 
at  that  feafon  of  the  year ;  and  he  accordingly  fent 
a  perfon  to  pilot  the  fhips  into  a  fafer  riding. 

In  a  few  days,  one  of  their  chief  magiftrates, 
whom  they  call  catual,  being  fent  by  the  zamorin 
to  conduct  Gama  to  the  palace,  the  admiral  gave 
the  command  of  the  fhips  to  his  brother  Paul,  with 
whom,  and  Nicholas  Ccelo,  he  left  directions,  im¬ 
porting,  that  in  cafe  he  fliould  meet  with  any  ac¬ 
cident  on  fhore,  they  fhould  give  themfelves  no 
concern  about  his  fafety,  but  fail  directly  home¬ 
wards  with  an  account  of  the  difcoveries  they  had 
made ;  and  that  they  might  not  be  deftitute  of  hands 
to  navigate  the  veffels,  he  chofe  only  twelve  men 
to  attend  him  in  his  vifit.  When  landed,  he  was 
put  into  a  fedan-chair  by  order  of  the  catual,  who 
was  carried  in  another  by  his  fide,  while  a  number 
of  their  nobles,  called  naires,  and  all  the  reft  of 
the  company  walked  on  foot  to  the  city;  where  hav¬ 
ing  dined,  they  went  on  board  of  canoes,  and  fail¬ 
ed  down  the  river  to  a  place  where  thev  found  a 
great  number  of  men  and  fedans  waiting  for  their 
convenience.  Thence  Gama  and  his  attendants 
were  conduced  by  the  catual  into  a  magnificent 
temple,  at  the  entrance  of  which  they  were  met  by 
four  men  naked  from  the  head  to  the  middle,  from 
Vol.  I.  H  whence 
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whence  to  the  knees  they  were  covered  with  a  kind 
of  filken  robe ;  over  the  fhoulder  of  each  were  three 
firings  tied  under  the  left  arm.  They  fprinkled  a 
fort  of  holy  water,  and  prefen  ted  to  every  indivi¬ 
dual  of  the  company  a  powder  of  a  fweet-fcented 
wood,  with  which  they  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs 
on  their  foreheads.  The  walls  of  the  ternple  were 
adorned  with  curious  painting,  and  in  the  middle 
was  a  little  round  chapel,  with  a  very  fmall  door 
made  of  brafs,  to  which  they  afcended  by  fleps. 
By  the  wall  op p elite  to  this  entrance  flood  an  image, 
which  could  not  be  diflindtly  viewed,  becaufe  the 
place  was  dark,  and  admittance  was  denied  to  every 
body  except  the  pi  iefls,  who  approaching  and  point¬ 
ing  at  the  figure,  called  aloud  Maria,  Maria:  then 
the  catual  and  his  attendants  proflrated  themfelves, 
and  worfhipped  with  great  devotion;  and  the  For- 
tuguefe,  imagining  they  invoked  the  mother  of  je- 
fus,  adored  the  blefled  Virgin  in  the  manner  of 
their  own  country. 

Having  quitted  this  temple,  they  entered  another 
of  equal  magnificence,  from  which  they  walked  in 
procefiion  towards  the  palace,  through  infinite 
crowds  of  people,  which  prefled  upon  them  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  the  nobles  were  obliged  to  clear  the 
way  with  their  drawn  fwords.  At  the  palace  gate 
they  were  received  by  feveral  grandees,  whom  they 
call  caimaes,  and  -when  they  approached  the  audi¬ 
ence  chamber,  they  were  met  by  an  elderly  man, 
clothed  in  a  filken  garment  that  reached  from  his 
fhoulders  to  his  heels,  who  embraced  Gama  in  the 
inofl  friendly  manner.  This  venerable  perfon,  w?ho, 
was  mailer  of  the  bramins,  conduced  the  admiral 
into  a  fpacious  hall,  accommodated  with  ieveral 
rows  of  feats  rifing  one  above  another,  in  the  man- 
ner  of  an  amphitheatre  :  the  floor  was  covered  with 
rich  carpets,  and  the  walls  hung  with  fiik  tapeflry, 
curioufiy  interwoven  with  gold.  The  king  lay  re- 
7  dined 
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dined  on  a  magnificent  fofa :  he  was  drefted  in  a 
filken  garment  fattened  with  golden  clafps  ;  on  his 
head  was  a  mitre  adorned  with  jewels ;  his  fingers 
fparkled  with  precious  ttones:  his  perfon  was  grace¬ 
ful,  and  his  deportment  noble  and  majeftic. 

Gama,  having  done  obeifance  in  the  Portuguefe  . 
manner,  was  very  gracioufly  received,  and  placed 
on  a  feat  juft  by  him,  while  his  attendants  were 
likewife  defired  to  fit  down  ;  and  in  this  order  they 
were  treated  with  a  collation,  after  which  the  za- 
morin  exprefted  an  inclination  to  know  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  the  embafiy.  To  this  hint  the  admiral  re¬ 
plied,  that  the  cuPcom  of  his  country  v/ould  not  per¬ 
mit  him  to  communicate  his  inftrudlions  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  aflembly  :  upon  which  the  king  ordered  him  to 
be  conduced  into  another  apartment,  whither  he 
himfelf  immediately  repaired  in  perfon,  together 
with  the  matter  of  the  hramins,  and  fome  of  the 
chief  nobility.  Here  Gama,  in  a  ftudied  fpeech, 
gave  him  to  underftand,  that  Emmanuel,  a  prince 
of  great  dignity,  curiofity,  and  an  afpiring  foul, 
having  heard  of  the  fame  of  India,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  of  the  Calicut  empire,  was  extremely  felicitous 
to  enter  into  a  league  of  friendihip  with  fuch  a  re¬ 
nowned  monarch,  for  the  accompiifhment  of  which, 
he  (Gama)  was  fent  to  that  country  ;  and  he  did 
not  doubt  that  fuch  an  alliance  would  greatly  tend 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  princes :  and  in 
confirmation  of  the  truth  of  what  he  advanced,  he 
faid  he  would  produce  the  letters  of  his  king  at  the 
next  audience.  The  zamorin  anfwered  in  few 
words,  that  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  him 
than  fuch  an  alliance;  and  then  ordered  the  catuai 
to  attend  the  admiral  to  the  apartment  which  was 
appointed  for  his  residence,  while  others  wTere  di¬ 
rected  to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  his  at¬ 
tendants. 
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Calicut,  which  is  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  was 
at  that  time  the  moft  celebrated  mart  in  India, 
abounding  with  all  forts  of  merchandife,  partly 
its  own  produce,  and  partly  imported  from  other 
countries.  The  people  are  bigotted  pagans,  have 
a  great  number  of  temples,  and  pay  implicit  faith  to 
their  priefts  or  bramins,  in  divine  as  well  as  human 
affairs.  The  king  is  always  inftru&ed  in  the  myf- 
teries  of  their  religion  by  thefe  doctors  ;  whofe  per- 
fons  are  accounted  fo  {acred,  that  even  in  time  of 
war  they  have  free  communication  with  all  parties, 
and  it  would  be  deemed  the  greateft  impiety  to  offer 
them  the  leaft  violence.  T  he  three  firings  which 
they  wear  over  their  right  {boulder  is  a  fymbol  of 
the  trinity;  and  they  believe  that  God  came  upon 
earth  in  human  form  for  the  redemption  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  dodirines  which  in  all  probability  they  learn¬ 
ed  from  chriftian  travellers.  They  ftudy  mathe¬ 
matic  ks  and  philofophy  ;  but  their  religion  is  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  the  v i  1  e ff  diflimulation,  under  the  cloak 
of  which,  they  are  guilty  of  the  moft  fraudulent 
practices.  They  are  great  obfervers  of  prodigies 
and  omens,  and  keep  a  grand  feftival  on  the  22d 
day  of  October,  when  not  only  the  boys,  but  even 
men  of  advanced  age,  march  out  and  fkirmifh  with 
one  another,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  many  die  of 
the  wounds  they  receive,  and  fuch  a  death  is  great¬ 
ly  coveted  as  the  immediate  conveyance  to  ever- 
Jafting  happinefs.  They  have  likewife  other  holi¬ 
days,  on  which  fome  devotees  are  always  ready  to 
facrifice  their  lives  in  public.  Their  year  begins 
in  the  month  of  September,  after  the  day  and  hour 
have  been  fixed  upon  as  aufpicious  by  their  augurs 
and  aftrologers.  The  nobility  are  prohibited  from 
marrying,  left  a  family  fhould  render  them  remifs, 
and  detach  them  from  the  feats  of  war:  neverthelefs 
they  may  keep  miftreffes,  provided  they  be  of  the 
fame  rank  with  themfelves3  for  it  is  unlawful  to 

lie 
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lie  with  their  inferiors ;  and  when  a  nobleman  is 
convicted  of  this  crime,  he  is  cut  in  pieces  by  his 
peers.  Women  of  quality  may  indulge  themfelves 
with  any  number  of  gallants  under  the  fame  redac¬ 
tions,  and  jealoufy  is  utterly  unknown.  A  noble¬ 
man’s  fon  does  not  inherit,  becaufe  this  promifcu- 
ous  commerce  renders  it  uncertain  who  is  the  father; 
he  therefore  adopts  his  fitter’s  fon,  who  is  educat¬ 
ed  at  the  king’s  expence,  and  inured  betimes  to  dan¬ 
ger  and  fatigue  ;  yet  they  are  not  permitted  to  ufe 
their  arms  in  the  field  of  battle,  until  the  king  has 
diitinguifhed  them  by  fome  military  honour  :  but, 
as  they  are  furnifhed  with  proper  maders  to  indrudt 
them  in  their  exercifes,  they  are  furprizingly  expert 
in  the  ufe  of  their  arms,  confiding  of  bows  and  ar¬ 
rows,  javelins  and  fcimitars.  Their  pride  foars  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  haughtinefs  and  abfurdity,  that  they 
think  their  blood  is  tainted  even  by  the  accidental 
touch  of  a  commoner,  and  that  nothing  can  wafh 
out  the  dain  but  the  blood  of  the  offender;  for 
which  reafon,  the  common  people  in  the  dreets  are 
obliged  to  call  aloud  and  proclaim  their  condition, 
in  order  to  avoid  fuch  a  dangerous  encounter.  No- 
bility  cannot  be  forfeited  by  the  fouled  crime,  nor 
can  a  perfon  of  mean  birth  acquire  it  by  the  mod 
illudrious  adliom.  The  lower  clafs  of  people  mud 
marry  with  thofe  only  of  their  own  profeffion;  and 
no  man  is  permitted  to  follow  any  other  bufinefs 
but  that  by  which  his  father  earned  his  livelihood. 
Indead  of  paper,  they  ufe  the  leaves  of  a  certain 
tree,  upon  wnich  all  their  memorable  events  are 
recorded,  with  a  dyle  or  fharp  pointed  pen  ;  and 
thefe  leaves  being  cut  into  regular  forms,  are  tied 
up  compadtly  between  two  pieces  of  polidied 
wood. 

Calicut  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  Malabar 
coad,  at  a  little  didance  from  the  fea,  and  fills  up 
a  large  extent  of  ground  ;  not  that  the  inhabitants 
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are  very  numerous,  but  becaufe  the  houfes  are  de¬ 
tached  from  one  another,  and  fur  rounded  by  gar¬ 
dens  :  yet  they  are  but  meanly  built,  and  make  a 
poor  figure,  tho’  they  ferve  as  a  contraft  to  the 
palace,  which  is  the  only  ftone  edifice  in  the  place, 
and  has  a  very  magnificent  appearance.  As  for  the 
foil,  it  is  extremely  fertile,  and  abounds  with  all 
the  necefiaries,  and  even  conveniences  of  life. 

Gama,  having  repofed  himfelf  three  days,  had  a 
fecond  audience  of  the  zamorin,  to  whom  he  deli¬ 
vered  the  letter  and  prefents  he  had  brought  from 
Emmanuel :  the  firft  was  received  with  great  re- 
fpedf ;  but  the  admiral  perceiving  the  king  looked 
at  the  prefents  with  contempt,  told  his  majefty,  that 
he  ought  net  to  be  furprifed  if  they  did  not  feem 
fuitable  to  his  dignity,  for  Emmanuel  could  not 
forefee  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage  ;  and,  after  all,  he 
could  not  have  brought  a  more  valuable  prefent 
than  the  friendfhip  of  his  royal  m aider,  who  was 
defirous  of  eftablifliing  a  trade,  which  would  greatly 
redound  to  the  advantage  of  Calicut.  Ele  likewifr, 
after  Monzaida  had  explained  the  letter,  defired  his 
majeffy  would  not  communicate  the  contents  to  the 
Arabians,  who,  he  underflood  from  the  moor,  were 
his  profefied  enemies;  and  the  zamorin  difmifled 
him  with  a  friendly  caution,  to  beware  of  thefe  per¬ 
fidious  men.  Nor  was  this  advice  unneceffary  or 
unreafonable ;  for  thofe  merchants,  partly  through 
pique  to  the  Chriftian  name,  and  partly  from  the 
profpebb  of  feeing  their  trade  and  profits  diminifhed 
by  the  interloping  Portuguefe,  fpared  no  pains  to 
render  them  odious  and  fufpebted.  After  having 
prepoffefTed  the  miniftry,  by  dipt  of  bribes,  they  re- 
prefented  Gama  as  a  bloody  pyrate,  who  had  beha¬ 
ved  in  an  outrageous  manner  in  every  place  at  which 
he  had  touched  in  the  profecution  of  his  voyage,  and 
was  come  to  Calicut  in  order  to  carry  on  his  hofti  e 
intentions,  under  the  cloak  of  a  treaty,  which  was 

no 
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no  other  than  a  meer  pretence.  By  thefe  means 
they  fecured  the  intereft  of  the  catual,-  who  filled 
the  ears  of  his  prince  with  falfe  infmuations  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Grangers,  and  at  length  obtained  an 
audience  for  the  Arabians,  who  went  to  the  palace 
in  a  body,  and,  by  the  mouth  of  an  orator,  made  a 
very  vehement  and  artful  remonftrance,  importing, 
that  the  Portuguefe  were  a  cruel  and  perfidious 
people,  inflamed  with  avarice  and  ambition ;  that 
they  had,  without!  the  leaft  provocation,  ravaged 
the  whole  coaft  of  Africa,  and  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  a  great  part  of  /Ethiopia ;  that  Gama 
himfelf  had  fallen  upon  Mozambique,  made  great 
daughter  at  Mombaze,  and  taken  feveral  fhips  like 
a  profeffed  pyrate ;  that  the  cargo  he  had  brought 
was  poor  and  inconiiderable,  and  the  prefents  fuch 
as  rather  denoted  the  contempt  than  the  regard  of 
the  fender :  that  therefore  his  intereft  could  never 
prompt  him  to  prefer  fuch  beggarly  ftrangers,  and 
they  too  of  fufpedfed  morals,  to  his  antient  friends 
the  Arabians,  who  had  given  fuch  repeated  proofs 
of  their  fidelity,  and  from  whofe  commerce  tbs 
greateft:  part  of  his  revenue  v/as  derived  :  and,  laft- 
ly,  that  if,  notwithftanding  thefe  reprefentations, 
he  was  refolved  to  encourage  the  Portuguefe.,  they 
for  their  parts  would  immediately  withdraw  them¬ 
felves  into  other  countries  where  they  could  fettle 
to  more  advantage. 

This  declaration,  fupported  by  the  Hander  and 
advice  of  the  .catual,  made  an  imprefllon  upon  the 
mind  of  the  zamorin,  who  was  naturally  fickle  and 
irrefolute ;  and  Gama,  being  apprifed  of  a  defign 
againft  his  life,  refolved  to  return  to  his  fhips  with 
all  poffible  expedition.  For  this  purpofe  he  retired 
before  break  of  day,  but  was  overtaken  at  Panda- 
rene  by-  the  catual,  who,  tho’  ftili  under  the  mafk 
of  friendfhip,  told  him,  that  before  the  king  could 
grant  his  requeft,  it  would  be  neceftary  for  him  to  re- 
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turn,  and  acquit  himfelf  of  fome  imputations  touch¬ 
ing  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  and  in  the  mean  time 
to  bring  the  fhips  nearer  the  fhore,  and  deliver  up 
their  fails  and  rudders  as  pledges  of  his  fidelity. 
Gama  replied  with  great  fpirit,  that  he  would  foon- 
er  forfeit  his  life  than  adt  fo  much  beneath  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  his  character;  and  fent  a  letter  to  his  bro¬ 
ther,  repeating  his  injunctions  to  fail  homewards, 
provided  he  fhould  be  detained.  Two  days  be¬ 
ing  fpent  in  fruitlefs  altercation,  it  was  at  length 
agreed,  that  the  Portuguefe  goods  fhould  be  landed, 
with  fome  men  to  take  charge  of  the  warehoufe, 
and  then  Gama  was  allowed  to  go  on  board  of  his 
ihip,  from  whence  he  wrote  a  letter,  complaining 
of  the  catuaFs  treachery;  and  the  zamorin  promifed 
to  inquire  into  his  conduct,  and,  if  he  fhould  be 
found  guilty,  to  punifh  him  according  to  his  deme¬ 
rits.  Mean  while,  he  advifed  the  admiral  to  fend 
his  goods  to  Calicut,  where  they  might  be  fold  to 
great  advantage ;  gnd,  in  confequence  of  this  ad¬ 
vice,  they  were  conveyed  to  that  city  at  the  king's 
expence.  The  fhips  were  moved  nearer  the  city, 
and  feveral  Portuguefe  allowed  to  go  on  fhore  every 
day,  in  order  to  view  the  country,  and  make  ob- 
fervations  on  the  temper  and  genius  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants.  Gama  took  all  poflible  methods  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace  and  amity  ;  and,  by  another  letter  to 
the  zamorin,  propofed  that  a  perfon  fhould  be  left 
at  Calicut  to  tranfadf  the  affairs  of  his  Portuguefe 
majefly.  To  this  meflage,  which  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  alarmed  thofe  Indians,  he  received  fuch  a  furly 
and  infolent  anfwer,  that  he  refolved  to  break  off 
all  manner  of  correfpondence  with  a  prince  of  fuch 
levity;  and  this  negledf  incenfed  him  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  he  ordered  the  goods  to  be  feized,  and 
the  two  Portuguefe  factors  to  be  thrown  in  prifon. 
Gama,  having  in  vain  demanded  reparation  for  this 
outrage,  refolved  to  make  reprifals  by  force  of  arms ; 
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and,  attacking  the  firft  fhip  that  flood  into  the  har¬ 
bour,  made  prifoners  of  fix  naires,  or  noblemen, 
with  nineteen  fervants;  then  ordered  his  own  veflels 
to  fet  fail,  in  hope  that  the  king  would  be  alarmed 
at  his-  Teeming  departure,  and  reflore  the  goods  and 
men  in  exchange  for  the  captives.  The  fcheme 
fucceeded  to  his  wifh  ;  for  no  fooner  were  his  fhips 
perceived  to  be  under  fail,  than  the  zamorin  lent  a 
difpatch  on  board  of  Gama,  to  tell  him,  he  was 
furprifed  at  his  having  made  prifoners  thofe  noble¬ 
men  who  had  never  given  him  the  leaf!  offence  ; 
and  to  allure  him,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  would 
reifore  the  goods,  and  releafe  the  two  Portuguefe, 
whom  he  detained  for  no  other  purpofe,  but  that  of 
carrying  the  letters  which  he  intended  to  write  to 
his  brother  Emmanuel.  Induced  by  thefe  promi- 
fes,  the  admiral  returned  to  his  former  flation  ;  and, 
next  day,  the  two  Portuguefe  came  with  letters  for 
the  king,  together  with  an  officer,  who  told  h  m, 
in  name  of  the  zamorin,  that  he  might  leave  a 
perfon  at  Calicut  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Portugal, 
and  fell  the  goods  which  he  had  not  fent  on  board, 
becaufe  they  might  be  fold  to  great  advantage.  T o 
this  meffage  Gama  replied,  that  he  had  altered  his 
refolution  with  refpeCt  to  the  refident,  and  that,  if 
the  zamorin  of  Calicut  wanted  to  fee  his  fubjedls 
releafed,  he  mufl  fend  back  the  goods  without  de¬ 
lay.  Next  morning,  Monzaida  appeared,  before 
him  in  va£t  perturbation,,  and  earneftly  begsed  he 
might  be  carried  to  Portugal,  as  the  friendfhip  he 
had  manifested  for  the  admiral  rendered  it  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  live  in  fafety  at  Calicut:  he  laid, 
the  Arabians  had  raifed  great  commotions  in  the 
city,  and  by  various  calumnies  exafperated  the  za¬ 
morin  againft  the  Portuguefe;  and  that  he  himfelf 
had  efcaped  with  the  utmofl  difficulty.  Gama  took 
this  man  into  his  protection,  and  behaved  towards 
him  with  great  friendfhip  and  generality  ;  and  that 
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fame  day  received  his  goods,  which  were  fent  in 
feven  boats :  bat  by  this  time  he  was  determined 
to  carry  his  prifoners  into  Portugal ;  and  therefore 
told  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  re-demanded, 
he  had  been  deluded  by  fo  many  low  artifices,  that 
he  looked  upon  the  people  to  be  altogether  void  of 
faith  and  honour;  that  all  the  goods  were  not  re- 
ftored,  and  tho’  he  had  not  ieifure  to  inquire  into 
the  particulars  that  were  wanting,  he  would  not  re- 
leafe  the  prifoners,  but  conduit  them  to  Portugal,  as 
teftimonies  to  convince  Emmanuel  of  the  infults 
his  admiral  and  ambaftador  had  fufFered  from  the 
zamorin  of  Calicut,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Ara¬ 
bian  merchants.  Having  made  this  declaration,  he 
ordered  his  cannon  to  be  fired,  that  he  might  ftrike 
terror  into  the  hearts  of  thefe  Calicutians,  who  im¬ 
mediately  fied  in  the  utmoff  confirmation. 

Tho’  the  king  was  enraged  at  this  prefumptuous 
behaviour,  he  was  obliged  to  fiifle  his  refentment, 
becaufe  all  his  fhips  were  laid  up  at  that  feafon  of 
the  year;  but  as  contrary  winds  detained  the  Por~ 
tuguefe  for  fame  time  upon  the  coaft,  he  fitted  out 
twenty  light  fhips,  which  were  well  furnifhed  with 
men  and  arms,  and  fent  them  againft  Gama.  His 
hope,  however,  was  baffled  by  a  hidden  ftorm  that 
fcattered  his  fhips  ;  and  the  Portuguefe,  taking  the 
opportunity  of  a  favourable  gale,  foon  loft  fight  of 
Calicut.  Yet  the  admiral  dilmified  one  of  the  cap¬ 
tives  from  the  nrft  port  at  which  he  touched,  with  a 
letter  to  the  zamorin,  in  which  he  expatiated  upon 
the  fnares  which  had  been  laid  for  his  life  by  the 
Arabians  :  but,  notwithftanding  thefe  combinations, 
lie  fald,  he  frill  retained  the  utmoft  regard  for  his 
majefty,  betw’een  whom,  and  the  King  of  Portugal, 
he  wrould  labour  with  all  his  might  to  eftablifti  fuch 
a  league  as  would  redound  to  their  mutual  advan- 
tage ;  and  as  to  the  nobles  who  were  his  prifoners, 
he  allured  him  upon  his  word  and  honour,  that 
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they  fhould  be  treated  with  the  higheft  refpedl,  and 
fent  back  to  their  native  country.  Having  taken 
this  ftep,  Gama,  in  his  voyage  homewards,  fleered 
towards  the  iilands  of  Anchedive,  and  in  his  courfe 
thither  was  attacked  by  feven  fhips,  belonging  to  a 
pirate  named  Timoia,  a  bold  intrepid  fellow,  very 
much  dreaded  in  thofe  Teas.  However,  his  veffels 
were  foon  obliged  to  fheer  off ;  and  one  of  them, 
loaded  with  piovifions,  was  taken  by  the  Portu- 
guefe.  At  one  of  the  Anchedive  iflands,  which  are 
five  in  number,  about  four  miles  diflant  from  the 
coaft,  the  admiral  touched,  in  order  to  refit  his  fhips, 
which  had  been  (battered  by  the  violence  of  the 
weather  ;  and  among  the  multitude  that  crowded 
to  the  fhore  to  view  the  Grangers,  was  the  prime 
minifter  and  confident  of  Zabaio,  king  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  ifland  called  Goa,  an  able  prince,  of  great 
power,  courage,  and  ambition.  This  minifter 
came  to  Gama,  in  his  mafter’s  name,  and,  having 
paid  his  compliments  in  the  Italian  tongue,  told  the 
admiral,  that  Zabaio,  having  heard  of  his  fame,  was 
difpofed  to  do  him  all  the  fervice  in  his  power ;  and 
if  he  flood  in  need  of  provifions,  arms,  or  money, 
he  might  demand  them  with  the  greateft  freedom. 

Gama  was  ftruck  with  the  graceful  appearance 
of  this  perfon,  and  admired  his  fluency  of  lan¬ 
guage,  as  well  as  the  quicknefs  and  facility  with 
which  he  anfwered  his  interrogations.  He  faid,  he 
was  by  birth  an  Italian ;  that  he  had  been  taken  by 
pyrates  in  his  youth,  during  a  voyage  to  Greece  with 
his  parents,  and,  after  having  undergone  a  variety 
of  misfortunes,  and  feen  himfelf  cut  oft'  from  all 
hope  of  revifiting  his  native  country,  he  had  been 
obliged  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  a  Mahometan 
prince.  He,  in  his  turn,  afkcd  a  number  of  que- 
ftions,  that  feemed  to  denote  an  artful  and  uncom¬ 
mon  curiofity;  fo  that  Gama  began  to  fufpedl  him 
of  being' a  fpy,  and  was  fo  ftrongly  influenced  by 
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the  conjedture,  that  he  ordered  him  to  be  feized 
and  put  to  the  rack;  an  expedient  which  juftified 
his  fufpicion  :  for,  by  dint  of  torture,  he  was  fain 
to  confefs,  that  he  was  by  birth  a  Pole,  and  by  re¬ 
ligion  a  Jew;  and  that  Zabaio,  having  a  defign  to 
attack  the  Portuguefe  fhips,  had  fent  him  on  purpofe 
to  difcover  their  ftrength,  and  manner  of  fighting. 
The  admiral,  in  confequence  of  this  confeflion,  fet 
fail  immediately,  detaining  the  Jew,  who  after¬ 
wards  became  a  Chriftian,  under  the  appellation  of 
Jafper,  and  was  very  ferviceable  to  Emmanuel  on 
many  occafions :  and  the  fleet,  proceeding  on  the 
voyage  homeward?,  was  becalmed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  a  long  time  elapfed  before  they  reached  the 
coaft  of  Africa.  Magadoxa,  which  was  the  firft 
place  they  defcried,  being  at  that  time  inhabited  by 
Arabians,  Gama  battered  the  city  with  his  cannon, 
and  funk  or  defrayed  all  the  fhips  in  the  harbour  : 
he  was  afterwards  attacked  by  eight  Arabian  fhips, 
which  he  defeated,  and  would  have  taken,  had 
there  been  wind  enough  to  manage  his  fails  ;  and 
at  length  arrived  in  the  amicable  port  of  Melinda, 
where  he  again  met  with  a  mofl  friendly  reception, 
and  was  fupplied  with  refreshments  for  his  men, 
who  were  quite  exhaufted  by  ficknefs  and  fa¬ 
tigue.  Being  afjaid  of  finding  difficulty  in  doubling 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fhould  the  feafon  be  ad¬ 
vanced,  he  failed  from  hence,  after  a  Bay  of  five 
days  only,  carrying  along  with  him  an  ambaffador 
from  the  king  of  Melinda  to  Emmanuel ;  and,  as  he 
had  not  a  fufficient  number  of  men  left  to  navigate 
three  flips,  he  ordered  that  which  his  brother  com¬ 
manded  to  be  bun  t,  becaufe  fhe  was  crazy  and 
leaky,  and  divided  the  crew  between  himfelf  and 
Nicholas  Coelo. 

On  the  2/th  day  of  February  he  reached  the 
ifand  of  Zanzibar,  about  eight  leagues  from  the 
continent,  where  he  found  plenty  of  cattle  feeding 
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on  a  rich  and  fertile  foil,  abounding  with  fprings  of 
excellent  water,  and  covered  with  delightful  woods, 
interfperfed  with  wild  citrons,  which  diffufed  the 
moft  agreeable  odour.  The  prince  of  this  ifland* 
tho’  a  Mahometan,  having  entertained  the  Portu- 
guefe  with  great  hofpitality,  and  furnifhed  his  (hips 
with  a  fupply  of  fruit  and  frefh  provifions,  Gama 
failed  from  thence  along  the  coaft,  and,  palling  Mo¬ 
zambique,  took  in  wood  and  water,  with  fome  pro¬ 
vifions,  at  St.  Bias ;  but  the  wind  would  not  per¬ 
mit  him  to  touch  at  the  places  where  he  had  left 
the  exiles.  On  the  26th  day  of  April  he  doubled 
the  Cape,  from  whence  he  failed  to  the  idand  of  St, 
Jago,  where  the  two  fhips  being  feparated  by  a 
violent  ftorm,  Nicholas  Ccelo  Ifeered  dire&ly  for 
Lifbon  ;  but  Gama  was  obliged  to  put  in  at  the 
idand  of  Tercera,  on  account  of  his  brother,  who 
for  a  long  time  had  languifhed  in  a  lickly  condi¬ 
tion,  and  was  now  fo  ill,  that  he  could  not  bear 
the  motion  of  the  Blip:  he  accordingly  ended  his 
days  in  this  p’ace  ;  and  the  admiral,  having  perform¬ 
ed  his  obfequies  with  all  podible  decency,  proceeded 
on  his  voyage  to  Lifbon,  at  which  he  arrived  in  the 
year  1499;  tho’  Caelo  had  been  before-hand  with 
him,  and  given  a  full  detail  of  the  voyage  to  his  Por~ 
tuguefe  majefty,  who  received  them  with  equal  joy 
and  furprize,  and  diftinguifhed  both  commanders 
with  marks  of  peculiar  favour. 


The 


The  Voyage  of  Pedro  Alvarez  de 

Cabral. 


I^MMANUEL  king  of  Portugal,  encouraged 
^  by  the  fuccefs  of  Gama,  refolved  to  profe- 
cute  his  difcoveries,  and  fettle  a  trade  with  India  f 
and,  for  that  purpofe,  equipped  a  fleet  of  thirteen 
ihips,  furnifhed  with  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  all 
manner  of  warlike  flores,  and  bellowed  the  com¬ 
mand  of  it  upon  Pedro  Alvarez  de  Cabral,  a  per- 
fon  in  whofe  courage  and  abilities  he  repofed  the 
moll  unbounded  confidence.  This  admiral  was 
directed  to  effedt,  if  poflible,  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  the  zamorin  of  Calicut,  and  obtain  permiflion 
from  him  to  build  a  fort  near  the  city,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Portuguefe ;  but,  in  cafe  that  prince 
fhould  prove  averfe  to  fuch  intercourfe,  and  ill- 
difpofed  towards  the  Chriflians,  to  declare  war,  and 
treat  him  as  an  enemy.  He  was  likewife  ordered 
to  wait  upon  the  king  of  Melinda,  with  Emmanu¬ 
el’s  acknowledgments  of  his  hofpitality,  to  teflify 
that  his  embafly  was  extremely  acceptable,  and  that 
the  king  of  Portugal  would  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  fuch  an  amiable 
prince.  On  board  of  the  fleet  were  five  Francs  f- 
can  friars,  of  diftinguifhed  piety  and  zeal  for  re¬ 
ligion,  who  undertook  the  voyage  with  a  view  to 
make  converts,  and  perform  divine  fervice  to  the 
Portuguefe  who  fhould  fettle  at  Calicut,  in  cafe  mat¬ 
ters  fhould  be  amicably  determined  with  the  zamo- 
rin. 
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Thus  inftruHed  and  provided,  Cabral  fet  fail  on 
the  8th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1500,  and  hav¬ 
ing  pa(Ted  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago,  met  with  fuch  a 
furious  tempeft  as  fcattered  the  whole  fleet,  fo  that 
one  ihip  having  loft  almoft  all  her  rigging,  was 
driven  back  to  Lifbon ;  and  Cabral,  after  the  ftorm 
abated,  having  waited  for  her  two  days,  proceeded 
on  his  voyage,  fleering  to  the  weftward.  On  the 
24th  day  of  April,  one  of  the  feamen  defcried  land, 
to  the  inexpreflible  joy  and  furprife  of  the  admiral, 
who  never  dreamed  of  making  fuch  a  difcovery  ; 
and  who,  having  approached  the  coaft,  fenthis  ma¬ 
iler  on  fhore  in  a  boat,  to  examine  its  nature  and 
fituation.  He  foon  returned  with  a  favourable  ac¬ 
count  of  the  country,  which  was  clothed  with  a 
beautiful  verdure,  (haded  by  tall  trees,  abounding 
with  excellent  water,  and  inhabited  by  naked  people, 
of  a  dufky  olive  hue,  with  long  lank  hair  as  black 
as  jet. 

This  account  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  fe¬ 
ver  al  officers,  who  went  afhore  to  make  obferva- 
tions  ;  but,  in  the  midft  of  their  joy,  they  were 
overtaken  by  a  dreadful  ftorm,  that  drove  the 
fhips  from  their  anchors,  and  toiled  them  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  along  the  coaft  ;  until  at  length  they 
found  a  very  fafe  and  commodious  harbour,  which 
the  admiral  named  Porto  Seguro.  Here  alfo  Ca¬ 
bral  fent  on  fhore  fome  officers  to  reconnoitre,  and 
they  returned  with  two  nffiermen  whom  they  had 
taken  in  a  canoe ;  but  they  were  fo  flow  of  appre- 
henfion,  that  the  Portuguefe,  by  all  the  figns  they 
could  contrive,  found  it  impoffible  to  make  them 
underftand  their  meaning.  However,  Cabral  or¬ 
dered  them  to  be  clothed,  and  prefented  with  fome 
fmall  bells,  brafs  rings,  and  looking-glaftes,  and 
then  to  be  let  on  fhore.  They  were  extremely 
pleafed  with  thefe  bawbles,  which  they  fhewed  in 
an  oftentatious  manner  to  their  countrymen,  who, 
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allured  by  fuch  trifles,  flocked  in  great  numbers  to 
the  fleet,  with  fruits  and  provifions,  which  they 
bartered  for  things  of  little  or  no  value  :  in  a  word, 
the  fhips  and  the  drefs  of  the  Portuguefe,  together 
with  almofl:  every  thing  they  beheld,  filled  them 
with  the  utmoft  aflonifhment. 

-K  Cabral  himfelf,  going  afhore,  ordered  an  altar  to 
be  eredled,  under  the  fhade  of  a  large  tree,  where 
fervice  was  performed  in  prefence  of  the  natives, 
who  liflened  with  filent  admiration,  and  by  their 
geftures  feemed  to  exprefs  a  deep  fenfe  of  religion. 
In  his  return  to  the  fleet,  they  followed  him  in  a 
tranfport  of  joy,  finging  aloud,  blowing  a  kind  of 
trumpets,  throwing  arrows  into  the  air,  and  with 
uplifted  hands  feeming  to  thank  heaven,  for  the 
arrival  of  fuch  a  godlike  people.  Some  of  them 
ran  into  the  fea  and  fwam  after  his  barge,  others 
attended  him  in  canoes,  and  could  hardly  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  return. 

While  he  lay  at  anchor  in  this  place,  taking  in 
a  fupply  of  water  and  provifions,  his  people  were 
furprifed  with  the  appearance  of  a  flrange  fifh  that 
was  caft  on  fhore :  at  was  as  thick  as  a  large  hogf- 
head,  and  about  twice  as  long;  its  head  and  eyes 
refembled  thofe  of  an  hog;  its  ears  were  not  unlike 
the  elephant’s ;  but  it  had  no  teeth  :  the  (kin  was 
about  an  inch  thick,  covered  all  over  with  bridles, 
and  the  tail  about  five  feet  in  length. 

The  admiral  having  eredled  a  marble  pillar,  in 
commemoration  of  the  difcovery,  called  the  coun¬ 
try  Santa  Cruz,  thoJ  it  afterwards  acquired  the  name 
ofBrafil;  and  difpatched  one  of  his  officers,  called 
Jafper  Lsemio,  to  Portugal,  with  an  account  of  its 
nature  and  fituation. 

Brafil,  which  lies  on  the  fouth  of  the  line,  is 
very  extenfive,  and  in  fome  parts  almofl  adjoining 
to  Peru  :  it  is  a  fertile  and  pleafant  country,  and  fd 
healthy,  that  the  natives  feldom  die  of  any  other 
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diftemper  than  old  age.  It  is  watered  by  many 
large  rivers,  and  avail:  number  of  delightful  ftreams  : 
the  plains  are  large  and  fpacious,  affording  excel¬ 
lent  pafturage  ;  the  harbours  are  extremely  commo¬ 
dious  and  eafy  of  accefs;  and  the  whole  country 
affords  a  mo  ft  beautiful  profpedf,  diverfified  with 
hill  and  dale,  (haded  by  thick  woods,  on  which  are 
many  trees  fraught  with  medicinal  virtues.  All 
the  natives  feem  beardlefs,  becaufe  they  carefully 
pluck  the  hairs  from  their  faces,  with  an  inftru- 
ment  made  for  that  purpofe.  They  are  ftrangers 
to  letters  and  religion,  bound  by  no  laws,  and  ruled 
by  no  particular  government;  but  when  engaged  in 
war,  they  chufe  him  for  their  general,  whom  they 
know  to  be  the  braveft  and  moft  expert  in  martial 
affairs.  The  people  in  general  wear  no  cloaths, 
tho’  the  nobility  are  covered  from  the  waift  to  the 
knees,  with  fkins  of  parrots,  and  other  birds  of  va¬ 
rious  plumage  :  their  heads  are  alfo  adorned  with 
caps,  made  of  the  fame  kind  of  feathers.  The  wo- 
men  comb  and  drefs  their  hair  wdth  a  good  deal  of 
nicety,  whi'e  the  men  are  fhaved  from  the  forehead 
to  the  crown.  Thofe  who  affedl  the  ornaments  of 
drefs  have  holes  in  their  ears,  noftrils,  lips,  and 
other  parts  of  the  body,  decorated  with  precious 
ftones  of  various  colours ;  and  the  women  adorn 
themfelves  with  little  (hells,  upon  which  they  put  a 
very  great  value.  In  war  the  Brafilians  ufe  bows, 
with  which  they  (hoot  fo  dextroufly,  that  they  very 
feldom  mils  their  aim  ;  and  their  arrows  are  pointed 
with  fifh-bone  that  will  penetrate  the  thickeft  boards. 
They  live  chiefly  by  hunting,  and  feed  occafionally 
upon  monkeys,  lizzards,  fnakes,  and  mice.  The 
boats  they  ufe  are  made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  large 
enough  to  contain  thirty  men,  each,  and  while  fome 
row  the  veffel,  others  beat  the  water,  in  order  to 
frighten  the  ffth,  which  being  thus  alarmed,  fwira 
up  to  the  furface,  and  are  caught  in  large  calibafties, 
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difpofed  in  a  certain  manner  upon  the  furface  for 
this  purpofe.  They  fow  no  corn,  but  make  their 
bread  of  a  certain  root,  which  is  poifonous,  if  eat¬ 
en  before  it  is  duly  prepared  by  being  fqueezed  and 
dried  in  the  fun,  and  from  this  alfo  they  diflil  a 
kind  of  liquor,  by  which  they  are  intoxicated  even 
to  a  degree  of  frenzy.  They  are  great  obfervers  of 
omens,  and  deal  much  in  forcery,  which  is  pr affi¬ 
led  by  a  certain  fet  of  men  whom  they  hold  in  high 
veneration,  and  confult  on  all  emergencies.  Thefe 
wizzards  generally  carry  an  arrow,  to  the  end  of 
which  is  fixed  a  calibafh  cut  into  the  fhape  of  a  man’s 
head  :  within  this  gourd  they  kindle  the  leaves  of  a 
certain  plant,  and  fnuff  up  the  fmoke,  which  is  very 
intoxicating,  until  they  begin  to  reel,  gnafh  their 
teeth,  foam  at  the  mouth,  roll  their  eyes,  and  twill 
themfelves  into  various  contorfions,  which  the  fpec- 
tators  imagine  are  the  effeffs  of  divine  infpira- 
tion  :  during  thefe  tranfports,  they  utter  an  un¬ 
connected  jargon,  which  is  reckoned  an  oracle : 
they  are  every  where  attended  by  crowds,  who  tef- 
ti fy  their  refpeCt  by  loud  acclamations,  mufic,  and 
dancing  ;  and  the  moft  beautiful  women,  married 
and  unmarried,  are  given  up  to  their  pofleffion. 

fn  this  country,  the  hufbands  may,  for  any  flight 
caufe,  repudiate  their  wives,  and,  if  they  fhould  be 
found  guilty  of  adultery,  have  a  right  to  kill  or  fell 
them  as  flaves.  The  natives  in  general  are  lazy  and 
flothful,  and  fpend  the  greateff  part  of  their  time 
in  feafting,  Tinging  and  dancing  to  an  immoderate 
degree.  In  their  dances  they  form  a  ring,  tho’  eve¬ 
ry  individual  remains  in  the  fame  place,  beating  the 
ground  with  a  fort  of  tranfport,  according  to  the 
variation  of  the  long,  which  is  rude  and  inharmo¬ 
nious,  compofed  in  honour  of  their  own  exploits, 
and  military  courage;  and  while  one  fet  is  thus  en¬ 
gaged  in  dancing,  another  is  employed  in  fupplying 

them 
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them  with  liquor,  which  they  fwallow  until  they 
crop  down  in  a  hate  of  brutal  infenfibility. 

They  live  in  huts  made  of  wood,  thatched  with 
reeds,  and  furrounded  with  a  double  or  triple  row  of 
palifadoes,  and  feveral  families  dwell  under  one  roof, 
connected  by  a  kind  of  facred  tie:  for  they  will  with 
pleafure  facrifice  their  lives  in  defence  of  one  ano¬ 
ther.  They  never  engage  in  war  with  a  view  to  en¬ 
large  their  territories,  but  to  maintain  their  dignity, 
when  they  think  it  is  impaired  by  any  injury  or  af¬ 
front  :  in  fuch  cafes  they  chufe  a  council  of  feniors 
to  eftimate  and  regulate  the  expence  and  preparations 
of  the  war,  and  then  eledl  a  general,  who  vifits  every 
houfe,  and  in  fet  harangues  encourages  and  animates 
the  men  to  deeds  of  glory.  Befides  their  bows  and  ar¬ 
rows,  they  ufe  fwords  made  of  a  very  hard  wood,  with 
which  they  cut  and  maim  their  enemies  in  a  terrible 
manner;  and  they  carry  on  war  by  ifratagem  rather 
than  open  force.  Part  of  the  prifoners  they  immedi¬ 
ately  eat,  and  the  reft,  being  referved  for  feftivals,  are 
in  the  mean  time  indulged  with  plenty  of  provificn, 
and  even  furnifhed  with  women  for  their  pleafure ; 
but  when  the  fatal  day  of  rejoicing  comes,  the  plump- 
eft  of  thefe  miferable  wretches  is  brought  forth ’in 
fetters,  and  his  miftrefs,  as  a  mark  of  afPecPcion,  ties 
about  his  neck  the  rope  by  which  he  is  led  to  facri- 
fice.  Then,  being  faftened  to  a  pillar,  he  is  paint¬ 
ed  with  a  variety  of  colours,  and  adorned  with  fea¬ 
thers,  and  between  whiles  loofened,  and  cheared 
with  plenty  of  victuals  and  liquor,  while  the  people 
feaft  in  public,  dance,  drink  and  fing  for  three  days 
fucceftively  ;  on  the  fourth,  the  captive’s  arms  and 
legs  are  untied,  and,  with  ropes  round  his  waift,  the 
women  and  boys  pull  him  along  towards  a  cave, 
while  others  pelt  him  with  orange-,  which  he  picks 
up  and  throws  at*  them  in  his  turn,  with  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  unconcern,  and  even  of  mirth  ;  and 
when  the  fpedtators  infulthim  with  abufive  language, 
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declaring  that  now  he  will  fuffer  the  punifhment  due 
to  his  crimes,  and  be  killed,  cut  in  pieces,  and  eat¬ 
en  ;  he  replies,  with  an  undaunted  air,  that  as  he 
has  always  lived,  fo  will  he  die,  like  a  brave  man, 
in  defiance  of  all  their  tortures  ;  if  they  kill  him,  he 
has  likewife  (lain  many  of  their  countrymen;  tho’ 
they  may  glut  themfelves  with  his  flefh,  he  is  fatis- 
fied  with  reflecting,  that  he  has  been  often  regaled 
upon  the  mangled  bodies  of  thofe  who  were  the 
friends  and  relations  of  his  murderers;  and  that  he 
has  brothers,  companions,  and  kindred,  who  will 
revenge  his  death.  When  he  arrives  at  the  cave, 
the  perfon  by  whom  he  had  been  kept  in  cuftody, 
having  painted  his  body,  and  adorned  his  neck  with 
feathers,  enters  with  a  fword,  which  he  brandifhes 
over  the  victim’s  head,  dancing,  finging,  or  whiff¬ 
ling  all  the  while.  The  captive,  in  the  mean  time, 
attempts  to  catch  the  weapon,  but  is  prevented  by 
the  boys  and  women,  who  pull  different  ways  fo  as 
to  confine  him  to  the  fpot  where  he  flands  ;  in  this 
Actuation  he  continues  until  the  executioner  ftuns  him 
with  feverai  blows,  after  which  he  cleaves  his  fkull 
with  one  ftroke,  and  cuts  off  his  hands :  this  am¬ 
putation  being  performed,  the  women  throw  the  bo¬ 
dy  on  a  fire  of  wood,  where  it  lies  until  all  the\hair 
is  fcorched  off;-  then  opening  the  belly,  they  take 
out  the  intrails,  and  the  reft  of  the  carcafs  is  divided 
into  Email  pieces,  on  which  the  barbarians  feaft 
with  the  utmoft  fatisfacftion. 

The  conftant  adverfaries  of  thofe  Brafilians,  who 
live  in  huts,  are  another  people  of  the  fame  favage 
and  brutal  difpofition,  inhabiting  the  woods  and 
mountains,  among  whom  no  crime  but  murder  is 
punifhed  ;  and  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the  relations 
of  the  murderer  are  obliged  to  deliver  him  up  to 
thofe  of  the  deceafed,  who  put  him  to  death  ;  then 
the  kindred  of  both  join  in  performing  the  funeral 
rites  over  the  two  bodies,  which  they  inter  with 
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mutual  lamentation  :  but  fhould  the  afiaffin  efcape, 
his  daughters,  fifters,  or  fome  of  his  neared  kinf- 
women  are  delivered  up  as  (laves  to  the  kindred  of 
the  defun£t ;  and  thus  the  injury  is  atoned,  and  all 
refentment  buried  in  oblivion. 

Such  was  the  eftate  of  Brafil  when  it  was  firft 
difcovered  by  Cabral,  who  took  his  departure  from 
it  on  the  29th  day  of  April ;  and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  next  month  was  furprized  by  a  furious  (form, 
which  rulhed  down  fo  fuddenly,  that  before  the 
fails  could  be  handed,  and  other  necefiary  precau¬ 
tions  taken,  four  fhips  that  ran  foul  of  one  another 
were  dafhed  in  pieces,  and  every  foul  on  board  pe¬ 
ri  (lied  in  fight  of  their  friends  and  companions,  who 
could  not  give  them  the  lead  affidance.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  dreadful  difafter,  the  remaining  feven 
proceeded  on  their  courfe,  and  were  again  fepara» 
ted  by  fevere  weather  ;  but  on  the  27th  day  of  July, 
fix  of  them  came  in  fight  of  one  another,  the  feventh 
having  put  back  to  Portugal,  after  the  crew  had  been 
reduced  to  fix  men,  by  tiiirft,  hunger,  and  fatigue. 

Cabral,  having  turned  the  Cape,  defcried  a  mod 
pleafant  country,  fhaded  with  trees,  abounding  with 
cattle,  and  watered  with  excellent  rivers ;  but  the 
inhabitants  refufing  to  fupply  him  with  provihons, 
or  to  enter  into  any  fort  of  intercourfe  with  the  Por~ 
tuguefe,  he  failed  along  the  coaft,  until,  coming  in 
fight  of  two  iflands  oppofite  to  the  main  land,  he 
efpied  two  fhips  at  anchor  ;  but  the  people  on  board 
of  them  no  fooner  perceived  his  veflels,  than  they 
flipped  their  cables,  and  crowded  all  their  fails  to 
make  their  efcape.  Notwithftanding  their  utmoft 
efforts,  they  were  foon  taken  by  the  admiral,  who, 
underdanding  they  belonged  to  one  Fonteima,  a 
prince  of  that  country,  related  to  the  king  of  Me¬ 
linda,  generoufly  difmifled  them,  without  having 
touched  the  gold  and  merchandife  which  they  had 
brought  from  Zofala, 
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On  the  24th  day  of  July,  he  arrived  at  Mozam¬ 
bique,  where  he  watered  his  fhips  without  any  ob- 
ftrudlion,  and  laid  in  a  frefli  flock  of  provifions  ; 
and,  having  hired  a  pilot  for  Quiloa,  proceeded  on 
his  voyage,  in  fight  of  feveral  beautiful  and  well 
cultivated  iflands,  fubjedf  to  the  king  of  that  country, 
whofe  dominions  on  this  coaft  are  two  hundred 
miles  in  extent.  He  and  all  his  people  are  Maho¬ 
metans,  tho’  fome  are  quite  black,  and  others  of  a 
tawney  colour  :  they  fpeak  Arabick  and  feveral 
other  languages,  which  they  learn  from  the  different 
nations  that  trade  among  them  :  their  drefs  re- 
fembles  that  of  the  Turks  and  Arabians,  and  they 
live  with  elegance  and  tafte.  Quiloa  is  about  four 
hundred  miles  diflant  from  Mozambique,  divided 
from  the  continent  by  an  arm  of  the  fea.  The 
ifland  is  flocked  with  plants  and  trees,  watered 
with  refrefhing  fprings,  and  abounds  with  tame 
cattle  as  well  as  with  wild  heads,  which  afford  the 
diverfion  of  hunting.  The  foil  is  very  fruitful, 
the  city  large  and  populous;  the  houfes  are  mag¬ 
nificently  built  and  elegantly  furnifhed  ;  and  their 
fhips,  which  referable  thofe  of  Mozambique,  laid 
over  with  a  fort  of  frankincenfe  indead  of  pitch. 

Cabral,  having  come  to  an  anchor  in  this  port, 
fent  a  meffage  to  the  king,  whofe  name  was  Abra¬ 
ham,  importing  that  he  had  letters  for  hirn,  con¬ 
taining  proffers  of  friendihip  and  alliance  from  his 
Portuguefe  majedy;  and  that,  as  he^  himfelf  was 
rebridled  from  going  aihore,  by  the  exprefs  orders 
of  h  is  royal  mailer,  he  hoped  his  majedy  would  be 
fo  indulgent  as  to  gratify  him  with  an  audience 
upon  the  water.  Tiie  king  received  his  meffengers 
in  the  mod  friendly  manner,  and  immediately  fent 
one  of  his  domebics  to  the  admiral,  with  prefents, 
and  a  p-romife  that  he  would  next  day  give  him  a 
meeting  according  to  his  defire.  Accordingly  he 
appeared  upon  the  water,  in  a  veffel  richly  adorn - 
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cd ;  his  attendants  were  clad  in  purple  embroidery, 
filk,  and  fine  cotton,  and  armed  with  fwords  and 
daggers,  the  handles  of  which  were  fet  with  dia¬ 
monds  ;  while  the  harbour  refounded  with  the  joy¬ 
ous  mufic  of  flutes  and  trumpets.  -  Cabral,  on  the 
other  hand,  faluted  him  with  the  found  of  cannon, 
and  ordering  all  his  officers,  who  were  drefTed  in  the 
mofl  elegant  manner,  to  attend  him  in  their  boats, 
he  put  off  in  his  own  barge,  and  was  rowed  up  to 
the  king’s  galley.  There  he  faluted  his  majefiy 
with  great  refpecf,  delivered  Emmanuel’s  letters, 
written  in  the  Arabian  language,  and  communi¬ 
cated  the  particulars  of  his  embaffy,  which  were 
joyfully  received  by  the  king,  who  faid  he  fliould 
henceforth  confider  Emmanuel  as  his  brother,  and 
at  all  times  dudy  to  advance  his  honour  and  promote 
his  intered.  It  was  likewife  agreed,  that  Cabral 
fliould  next  day  fend  on  fhore  a  perfon  to  confirm 
this  friendfhip  by  a  folemn  league,  and  every  thing 
feerned  to  promife  a  lading  and  advantageous  alli¬ 
ance,  when  this  favourable  difpofition  was  deftroyed 
by  the  malicious  and  artful  infinuations  of  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  who,  actuated  byjealoufy  and  pique,  repre- 
fented  the  Portuguefe  as  blood-thirdy  py rates,  who 
under  the  cloak  of  friendfhip,  would  drip  the  king 
of  all  his  poffeffions,  and  ravage  his  whole  country 
with  the  utmod  cruelty  and  avarice.  Thefe  mis¬ 
chievous  calumnies  had  fuch  an  effedf  upon  the  king, 
that  he  not  only  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  •'engaging 
in  a  league  with  the  Portuguefe,  but  he  conceived 
a  rooted  averfion  to  them,  ordered  the  garrrfon  to 
be  immediately  reinforced,  and  began  to  put  the 
city  in  a  podure  of  defence.  Thefe  particulars  be¬ 
ing  communicated  to  Cabral  by  the  king  of  Me¬ 
linda’s  brother,  who  happened  to  be  at  Quiloa,  he 
refolved  to  wade  no  more  time  in  this  place,  and 
fet  fail  for  Melinda,  where  his  arrival  gave  inex- 
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preflible  joy  to  the  people  and  their  fovereign,  who 
infiantly  provided  refrefhments  for  the  whole  fleet. 

The  admiral,  having  come  to  an  anchor,  fent 
afhore  the  ambaflador  whom  Gama  had  carried  to 
Portugal,  and  along  with  him  fome  of  his  own 
people,  with  valuable  prefents  to  the  king  from 
Emmanuel ;  with  which  his  majefty  was  fo  well 
pleafed  that  he  next  day  appeared  in  public, 
mounted  on  a  fine  horfe  richly  caparifoned,  which 
among  other  things  was  fent  by  the  king  of  Por¬ 
tugal  :  in  this  manner  he  proceeded  to  the  fea-fide, 
where  Cabral  and  all  his  officers  waited  for  him  in  * 
their  boats,  and  were  received  by  him  in  the  moft 
courteous  and  cordial  manner.  The  admiral,  how¬ 
ever,  notwithflanding  his  prefiing  folicitations, 
made  but  a  very  fhort  flay  in  this  place  ;  but  left 
two  exiles,  with  directions  to  travel,  if  poflible,  in¬ 
to  that  part  of  ./Ethiopia  which  lyes  above  /Egypt, 
where  Emmanuel  had  heard  there  w7as  a  Chriflian 
prince,  and  to  inform  themfelves  of  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  of  his  people. 

The  fleet  weighed  from  Melinda  on  the  7th  day 
of  Auguft,  and,  eroding  the  Indian  fea  with  a  fair 
wind,  they  on  the  2id  reached  the  iflands  of  An- 
chediva,  where  the  admiral  flay’d  a  few  days  to 
refrefh  his  men  :  from  thence  he  fleered  for  Calicut, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  30th,  and  the  zamorin  was 
no  fooiier  informed  of  his  arrival,  than  he  difpatched 
two  of  his  naires  or  noblemen,  and  a  conliderable 
merchant  who  was  a  native  of  Cambaya,  to  falute 
Cabral  in  his  name.  Thefe  were  treated  with  the 
utmoft  refpe£l  by  the  admiral,  who  fent  afhore 
with  them  John  Sala,  a  gentleman  who  had  ac¬ 
companied  Gama,  and  jafper  Gama,  who  had 
been  formerly  in  the  fervice  of  Zabaio,  but  having 
embraced  the  Chriflian  faith,  was  now  known  by 
the  firname  of  his  patron  :  together  with  thefe, 
went  four  of  the  Indian  noblemen  who  had  been 
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carried  to  Portugal,  and  the  fight  of  them  drelTed 
in  the  Portuguefe  faihion,  now  yielded  the  zamo- 
rin  infinite  pleafure. 

Refolving  to  give  audience  to  Cabral  in  one  of 
his  royal  feats  near  the  fca-fhore,  he  went  thither 
in  grand  procefiion,  with  a  number  of  his  nobles* 
preceded  by  the  found  of  gold  and  filver  trumpets  5 
and  the  admiral  put  off  in  his  barge,  attended  by 
feveral  officers,  after  having  left  the  command  in 
his  abfence  to  Sancius  Thoares,  On  landing, 
he  was  received  by  a  body  of  the  nobles,  who  had 
provided  a  fedan  in  which  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
palace,  a  magnificent  ftru&ure,  adorned  on  the  in- 
fide  with  filk  embroidered  tapeftry.  Here  Cabral 
having  paid  his  compliments  to  the  zamorin,  who 
was  clad  in  rich  attire  fparkling  with  diamonds ; 
he  was  feated  by  him  in  a  filver  chair,  and  Emma¬ 
nuel’s  letters  being*  read  and  interpreted  by  Jafper, 
the  zamorin  made  the  warmeft  proteftations  of 
friendfhip,  granted  to  all  the  Portuguefe  the  liberty 
of  a  free  trade  in  his  dominions,  and  allured  them 
of  his  protedfion.  Pie,  moreover,  affigned  to  them 
a  large  houfe  near  the  fhore,  for  the  ufe  and  con¬ 
venience  of  thofe  who  might  be  left  to  tranfacl  the 
affairs  of  Emmanuel  $  and,  as  a  confirmation  of  this 
grant,  ordered  it  to  be  recorded  on  a  golden  plate  : 
he  likewife  diredled  that  a  ffandard  with  the  arms  of 
Emmanuel  fhould  be  fixed  on  the  top  of  the  build¬ 
ing,  as  a  teftimony  of  its  being  appropriated  to  the 
ufe  of  his  Portuguefe  majefty. 

During  thefe  tranfafiions,  he  was  informed  that  a 
large  fhip,  having  on  board  an  elephant,  had  fet  fail 
from  Colchin  to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Cambaya, 
and,  in  confequence  of  this  intelligence,  he  con- 
lured  Cabral  to  attack  this  hoftile  veffel ;  and  that 
he  might  have  a  particular  account  of  the  behavE 
our  of  the  Portuguefe,  he  fent  fome  of  his  do- 
meiticks  to  obferve  the  engagement.  For  this  for- 
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vice,  the  admiral  allotted  one  (mail  fhip  command¬ 
ed  by  Pedro  Ataide,  affifted  by  three  able  officers, 
whofe  names  were  Duarte  Pacheco,  Vafco  Sylve- 
ria  and  John  Sola;  and  when  the  zamorin  faw 
how  light  Cabral  made  of  the  matter,  he  was  {truck 
with  aftonifhment,  and  waited  the  event  with  the 
utmoft  impatience.  The  Portuguefe  were  fcarcely 
prepared  for  the  battle,  when  the  fhip  appeared  ; 
however,  they  immediately  bore  down  upon  her, 
without  going  fo  near  as  to  give  the  enemy  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  avail  themfelves  of  their  darts  and 
the  fuperior  number  of  their  men,  and  continued 
plying  her  with  the  great  guns,  until,  feeing  a  great 
many  of  their  people  kill. d,  they  began  to  defpair 
of  fuccefs,  and  endeavoured  to  fave  themfelves  by 
flight  :  accordingly  fhe,  by  favour  of  the  night,  en¬ 
tered  the  harbour  of  Cananor,  forty  miles  north  of 
Calicut,  where  four  Arabian  veffels  lay  at  anchor  ; 
but,  finding  they  were  purfued  by  the  Portuguefe, 
they  put  to  fea  again,  and,  the  engagement  being 
renewed,  they  were  thrown  into  fuch  condernation, 
that  they  buffered  themfelves  to  be  driven  into  the 
harbour  of  Calicut,  to  the  amazement  of  the  za¬ 
morin,  Who,  having  heard  from  his  people  with 
what  intrepidity  the  Portuguefe  behaved  in  the 
battle,  deiired  to  fee  the  individuals,  on  whom  he 
bellowed  the  moll  lavifh  encomiums  and  fome  va¬ 
luable  prefents,  tho’  the  perfon  whom  he  mod  dif- 
tinguifhed  was,Duarto  Pacheco,  the  moft  gallant 
gentleman  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

This  atchievement,  while  it  raifed  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Chriftians  excited  the  envy  of  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  who  not  only  renewed  their  private  batteries, 
infufing  a  thou  band  groundlefs  fufpicions  into  the 
mind  of  the  zamorin  ;  but  alfo  bought  up  all  the 
fpices  at  extravagant  rates,  rather  than  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  fhould  complete  their  cargoes.  Nay,  thebe 
proceedings  were  connived  at  by  the  king,  whofe 
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honour  and  fincerity  Cabral  had  already  begun  to 
doubt,  becaufe  fome  of  the  hoftages  on  board, 
having  fwam  afhore,  he  had  forbore  making  refti- 
tution,  or  giving  any  fatisfadlion  on  that  head.  He 
therefore  fent  an  officer  to  complain  of  thefe  inju¬ 
ries,  and  reprefent  to  the  zamorin,  how  he  had 
engaged  his  honour,  that  the  Portuguefe  fhips 
fhould  be  loaded  within  twenty  days,  whereas 
three  months  were  already  elapfed,  and  their  car¬ 
goes  Hill  incomplete,  while  the  Arabian  fhips  were 
fupplied  with  great  facility  and  expedition,  contrary 
to  the  treaty  by  which  it  was  ftipulated  that  no  na¬ 
tion  fhould  be  allowed  to  purchafe  any  quantity  of 
fpices  before  the  Portuguefe  had  received  their  full 
cargo.  Upon  this  remonft  ranee,  he  pretended  to 
be  highly  offended  at  the  behaviour  of  the  Arabi¬ 
ans,  and  defired  that  Cabral  would  do  himfelf  juf- 
tice  by  unloading  their  veffels,  and  putting  the  car¬ 
goes  on  board  of  his  own  fhips,  for  which  he  fhould 
pay  no  more  than  the  juft  value  to  the  merchants. 

This  permiffion  the  admiral  confidered  as  a  fnare, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  Arabians  might  be  fo 
incenfed  as  to  fall  upon  and  deftroy  the  Portuguefe 
who  were  afhore ;  and  howfoever  fatal  the  event 
might  be,  he  knew  the  zamorin  could  eafily  clear 
himfelf,  by  throwing  the  blame  upon  the  Chrifti- 
ans,  as  the  aggreffors  and  beginners  of  the  diftur- 
bance.  He  therefore  debated  with  himfelf  about 
the  refolution  .he  fhould  take  on  this  occafion, 
when  Ayres  Correa,  who  was  left  on  fhore  as  chief 
agent,  preffed  him  by  letters  to  make  ufe  of  the 
liberty  granted  by  the  zamorin,  and,  finding  him 
ilill  backward,  conjured  him  to  a£t  with  fpirit  for 
the  intereft  and  honour  of  Emmanuel,  in  fuch  fti- 
mulating  remonftrances  and  protefts,  that  Cabral 
feeing  his  courage  called  in  queftion,  refolved  to  do 
fomething  that  would  acquit  his  character  of  that 
imputation  :  perceiving  an  Arabian  ihip  ready  to 
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put  to  fea,  he  fent  a  perfon  to  tell  the  captain 
that  he  mu  ft  not  depart  without  his  permiffion3 
and  the  Arabian  paying  no  regard  to  his  or¬ 
der,  he  commanded  his  officers  to  mann  and  arm 
the  boats  and  tow  the  veflel  back  into  the  harbour. 
The  owner  who  was  a  man  of  great  wealth  and 
influence  at  Calicut,  being  enraged  at  this  outrage,, 
aftembled  all  his  friends  and  adherents,  and,  going 
in  a  body  to  the  king,  complained  of  the  infult, 
and  demanded  redrefs  againft  thofe  audacious  py- 
rates,  who  prefumed  to  act  in  contempt  of  his  ma- 
Jelly’s  authority.  To  this  reprefentation,  the  za- 
morin  made  fuch  a  reply  as  gave  him  to  underftand 
that  he  fhould  not  be  difpleafed  at  any  plan  of  re¬ 
venge  they  fhould  execute  ;  and,  thus  allured,  they 
with  feveral  naires  and  their  followers,  amounting 
to  four  hundred,  repaired  in  a  riotous  manner  to  the 
Portuguefe  houfe,  threatening  deftrudfion  to  Correa, 
who  immediately  made  a  fignal  of  diftrefs  to  the 
fleet,  and  in  the  meantime  put  himfelf  in  a  pofture 
of  defence,  tho’  the  number  of  his  men  did  not 
exceed  feventy.  The  admiral,  being  ill  of  an  ague, 
fent  Sancius  Tobaris  with  a  detachment  in  the  long 
boats  to  affift  their  companions,  and  if  poffible  bring 
them  fafe  on  board  ;  but,  before  they  could  land, 
the  Arabians  had  forced  open  the  gate,  broke  down 
part  of  the  walls,  poured  in  fucceffive  fhowers  of 
arrows,  and  at  laft  entered  fword  in  hand  to  deftroy 
Correa  and  his  people,  who,  feeing  their  deaths 
inevitable,  made  a  moft  furious  refiftance,  and  fhed 
abundance  of  blood,  until  they  were  overpowered 
by  numbers,  and  their  leader  llain.  Fifty  were 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  the  remaining  twenty 
forced  their  way  to  the  fea-fide,  and  were  taken 
on  board,  where,  however,  the  greateft  part  of 
them  died  of  their  wounds.  Correa’s  fon  Antonio, 
*  boy  about  ten  years  of  ag£,  was  conveyed  to  the 
ffiore  by  Nunnez  Leitan,  a  dragoon,  who  defend¬ 
ed 
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ed  him  with  incredible  valour,  but,  in  fpite  of  all  his 
efforts,  the  child  mu#  have  perifhed,  becaufe  there 
was  no  boat  near  the  place,  had  not  a  failor  taken 
him  on  his  fhoulders  and  i'wam  with  him  on  board, 
at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life  ;  and  this  boy  after¬ 
wards  fignalized  himfelf  by  many  brave  and  gallant 
atchievements. 

Cabral  was  extremely  afflidfed  at  this  maflacre, 
which  happened  on  the  17th  day  of  December; 
and,  being  enraged  again#  the  zamorin,  who  took 
no  notice  of  the  event,  nor  any  ftep  to  vindicate 
his  own  char  adder,  he  called  a  council  of  his  offi¬ 
cers,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  to  revenge  the  mur¬ 
der  of  their  countrymen ;  and,  in  confequence  of 
this  determination,  they  attacked  ten  large  Arabian 
veffels  in  the  harbour.-  The  battle  was  maintained 
for  fome  time  with  great  obftinacy  on  both  Tides ; 
but,  at  la#,  the  Portuguefe  boarded  them,  and  kil¬ 
led  above  fix  hundred  of  the  enemy.  Being  in 
want  of  hands,  the  admiral  reinforced  his  com¬ 
plement  with  the  prifoners,  and  finding  three  ele¬ 
phants  in  the  prizes,  killed  and  faked  them  for 
provifion,  which  began  to  be  fcarce  :  then  the  Ara¬ 
bian  (hips,  being  plundered,  were  fet  on  fire  ;  and 
the  flames  alarmed  and  terrified  the  inhabitants  of 
Calicut  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  ran  up  and  down 
in  the  utmoft  diftradfion,  howling,  and  uttering 
the  moft  dreadful  imprecations  ;  but,  they  were 
not  fo  quit  of  their  fears  :  for,  next  day  Cabral, 
bringing  his  guns  to  bear  upon  the  town,  demo- 
ii#ied  many  public  as  well  as  private  buildings,  and 
made  great  havock  among  the  people  ;  in  fo  much 
that  the  zamorin  was  #ruek  with  a  pannick,  and 
betook  himfelf  to  flight,  after  having  feen  one  of 
his  deareft  friends  laid  dead  at  his  feet  by  a  cannon¬ 
ball. 

The  maffiacre  of  the  Portuguefe  being  thus  re¬ 
venged,  the  admiral  failed  for  Cochin,  about  fe- 
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venty  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Calicut :  the  city 
is  incircled  by  the  windings  of  a  river,  and  there  is 
a  capacious  harbour,  where  fhips  may  ride  in  fafety. 
Tho’  the  foil  is  barren,  the  country  yields  an  agree¬ 
able  profpedt,  becaufe  it  is  (haded  by  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  trees,  and  affords  plenty  of  pepper ;  and  2s  for 
the  people,  they  nearly  refemble  the  Calicutians. 
Cabral  having  heard  that  the  king  was  well  difpofed 
towards  the  Portuguefe,  no  fooner  arrived,  than 
hefe nt  an  Indian  to  his  majefly,  to  defire  that  he 
might  be  furnidied  with  fpices  and  other  commodi¬ 
ties  at  a  reafonable  rate.  This  meffenger,  whofe 
name  was  Michael,  had  been  one  of  that  religious 
fedf  whom  the  Indians  cal  1  Togrues  :  thefe  devotees 
affedl  an  utter  contempt  of  all  wordly  things,  and 
live  by  begging  ;  they  frequent  markets  and  public 
places,  where  they  preach  up  their  particular  tenets 
with  great  zeal  and  vehemence  ;  but,  in  general, 
they  are  cheats  who  impofe  upon  the  people,  for 
felfifh  views,  under  the  cloak  of  fimplicity  and  re¬ 
ligion.  Michael,  however,  was  an  exception  to 
that  general  rule ;  for,  he  poffeffed  an  honeft  heart 
that  abhorred  fuch  deceit,  and  accordingly  became 
a  (incere  convert  to  the  Chriftian  faith.  On  this 
occafion,  he  returned  with  a  very  civil  and  polite 
anfwer  from  the  king,  who  expreffed  his  joy  at  the 
arrival  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  chearfully  promifed 
to  fupply  them  with  every  thing  they  wanted.  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  friendfhip  were  immediately  fettled,  and 
the  admiral  fent  fome  perfons  afhore  to  prefen t  him 
with  fome  filver  plate,  and  purchafe  a  quantity  of 
fpices  :  thefe  he  received  in  a  very  hofpitable  man¬ 
ner,  and  lodged  in  a  ftrong  large  houfe,  where  they 
refided  until  their  bufinefs  was  finifhed,  under  the 
protection  of  feveral  naires  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

During 
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During  thefe  tranfacfions,  Cabral  received  invi¬ 
tations  from  the  kings  of  Cananor  and  Coulam,  to 
come  and  trade  in  their  ports ;  but,  as  he  had  al¬ 
ready  engaged  to  take  his  goods  from  the  king  of 
Cochin,  he  thanked  them  for  their  kind  intention, 
and  excufed  himfelf  on  account  of  his  previous 
contract  ;  promifing,  however,  to  trade  with  them 
in  cafe  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  complete  his  cargo 
at  Cochin.  At  the  fame  time,  he  was  vifited  by 
two  Indian  Chriflians  from  the  city  of  Cranganor, 
who  having  been  inftrudfed  in  the  gofpel,  which  is 
laid  to  have  been  propagated  in  thofe  parts  by  St. 
Thomas,  intreated  Cabral  to  carry  them  to  Portu¬ 
gal,  from  whence  they  might  travel  to  Rome  and 
Jer  ufalem,  which  they  fervently  longed  to  fee ; 
and  the  admiral  granted  their  requeft  without  heii- 
*  tation. 

The  fh ips  had  already  taken  in  their  cargoes, 
when  the  king  received  information  that  the  za- 
morin  of  Calicut  had  equipped  a  fleet  of  twenty 
large  fhips,  befides  a  great  number  of  fmall  veffeis, 
on  board  of  which  were  fifteen  thoufand  foldiers, 
in  order  to  revenge  the  lofs  and  infult  he  had  fuf- 
tained  in  his  capital:  and  this  intelligence  being 
communicated  to  Cabral,  he  prepared  his  fliips  for 
an  engagement,  and  failed  directly  to  meet  the 
enemy;  but,  a  contrary  wind  hindered  him  from 
falling  in  with  them,  and  they  feeing  with  what  re- 
folution  he  endeavoured  to  engage,  were  feized 
with  conflernation,  and  declined  the  aflion  :  fb 
that,  without  further  obflruftion,  he  fet  out  on  his 
return  to  Portugal,  having  left  Gonzalo,  Barbofa, 
and  Laurence  Morena,  with  fome  others  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  Emmanuel  at  Cochin.  When  he 
came  upon  the  coaft  of  Cananor,  he  received 
another  invitation  from  the  king,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  entered  the  port  of  that  city,  which  is  large 

I  4  and 


176  THE  VOYAGE  OF 

and  fpacious,  fituated  in  a  bay,  and  forming  a  mod 
commodious  harbour.  The  country  abounds  with 
all  the  neceiTaries  of  life.  The  reigning  king  was 
rich  and  liberal,  and  as  to  his  government  and  way 
of  life,  differing  but  little  from  the  reft  of  the 
princes  in  Malabar.  Here  the  admiral  purchafed 
fome  cinnamon  and  ginger,  but  fo  little  in  quantity, 
that  the  king,  upon  the  fuppo-fition  of  his  having 
been  robbed  at  Calicut,  fent  him  a  meffage  import¬ 
ing  that  his  purfe  was  at  the  fervice  of  Cabral,  and 
begged  he  would  ufe  it  as  freely  as  if  it  belonged  to 
Emmanuel.  The  admiral  thanked  his  majefty  for 
I  is  generous  offer,  which  however  he  declined, 
after  having  (hewn  to  the  meffenger  a  round  fum 
of  money,  to  convince  him  that  he  ftood  in  no  need 
of  fuch  a-fliftance,  and  that  he  forbore  making  a 
larger  purchafe,  becaufe  the  {hips  were  already 
loaded. 

Ontheibthday  of  January,  he  failed  from  this 
place,  having  taken  on  board  an  embaffador  to 
Emmanuel  $  and,  being  a  little  way  iliort  of  Me¬ 
linda,  took  a  very  rich  (hip,  which  he  diimiffed  as 
foon  as  he  underftood  file  belonged  to  an  Arabian 
merchant  of  the  kingdom  of  Cambaya,  telling  the 
commander,  that  Emmanuel  was  at  war  with  none 
in  India  but  the  zamorin  of  Calicut  and  the  x4ra- 
bians  of  Mecca,  from  whom  he  had  received  the 
mo  ft  flagrant  indignities.  Soon  after  this  incident, 
the  fleet  was  overtaken  by  a  terrible  ftorm,  by 
which  the  {hip  of  Sancius  Tovar  was  driven  upon 
a  bank,  where,  after  the  crew  and  cargo  were  ta- 
ken  out,  (lie  was  burnt  by  the  admiral’s  order,  that 
{he  might  be  of  no  fervice  to  the  enemy  :  but,  not- 
withftanding  this  precaution,  the  king  of  Mombaze 
found  means  to  recover  the  cannon.  Cabral  in¬ 
tended  to  have  touched  at  Melinda,  but,  as  the 
wind  did  not  favour  his  defign,  he  continued  his 

courfe 
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courfe  towards  Mozambique,  where  he  repaired 
and  victualed  his  fleet.  Then  he  beftowed  the 
command  of  another  fhip  upon  Tovar,  whom  he 
fent  to  examine  the  coaft  of  Zofala,  while  he  him- 
felf  proceeded  with  the  reft  to  Portugal ;  and,  after 
having  fuffered  much  fevere  weather,  arrived  at  Lis¬ 
bon  on  the  31ft  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1501.  . 
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The  Conqueft  of  Mexico,  by  Her¬ 
nando  Cortes* 

CHAP.  I. 

Diego  de  Velafquez ,  governor  of  Cuba ,  equips  a  fleet 
which  fails  upon  difcoveries ,  under  the  command  of 
'Juan  de  Grijalva .  He  difcovers  the  ifland  of 
Cozumel ;  makes  the  land  of  Yucatan ;  enters  the 
river  Dabafco  \  trades  with  the  Indians ;  proceeds 
to  the  river  of  Canoes ,  w  here  he  is  attacked  by  the 
natives ,  who  are  defeated^  arid  returns  to  Cuba . 

np  EI  E  conqueft  of  Mexico  is  a  tranfaction  of 
fuch  importance,  and  abounds  with  fuch  en¬ 
tertaining  incidents,  that  it  would  be  altogether 
Superfluous  to  ufher  it  in  with  any  recommendation 
to  the  reader. 

Several  authors  have  writ  an  account  of  this  ex¬ 
pedition,;  but,  as  the  learned  Antonio  de  Solis  has 
taken  great  pains  to  collate  and  compare  the  diffe¬ 
rent  details,  and  confult  original  papers,  which 
enabled  him  to  folve  and  remove  divers  doubts  and 
difficulties,  and  account  for  fome  contradidfions 
that  occur  in  the  various  hiftories  of  this  memo¬ 
rable  event,  we  have  determined  to  follow  him,  not 
only  as  the  mo  ft  authentic  hiftorian,  but  likewife 
as  the  moft  elegant  writer  on  the  fuhjedt. 

I  6  In 
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In  the  year  1517,  which  was  that  in  which 
Charles  V.  took  pofteffion  of  Spain,  the  conquefts 
and  fettlements  in  the  Weft-Indies,  belonging  to 
that  kingdom,  were  limited  to  the  iflands  of  Hif- 
paniola,  St.  Juan  de  Puerto-rico,  Cuba  and  Ja¬ 
maica,  with  a  fmall  part  of  the  Terra- firma  in 
the  province  of  Darien,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
gulph  of  Uraka.  The  ifland  of  Cuba  was  at  that 
time  governed  by  Diego  Velafquez,  who  going 
thither  as  lieutenant  to  Don  Diego  Colon,  fecond 
admiral  of  the  Indies,  had  conquered  the  natives, 
and  made  very  confiderable  fettlements.  The 
province  of  Yucatan  upon  the  continent,  had  been 
difcovered  by  Francifco  Fernandez  de  Cordova, 
who,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  followers,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  of  that  country  :  neverthelefs, 
thofe  who  returned  to  Cuba  magnified  the  fertility 
and  wealth  of  this  new  continent,  and,  by  fhewing 
forfte  toys  of  gold  which  they  had  brought  from 
thence,  railed  fuch  a  fpirit  of  curiofity  and  hope, 
as  diffufed  itfelf  through  all  ranks  of  people,  and 
even  infpired  the  governor  with  the  ambition  of 
Ipcreafing  his  fortune,  and  rendering  himfelf  inde¬ 
pendent  of  Colon,  whofe  fuperiority,  tho’  almoft 
entirely  nominal,  he  could  not  bear  without  re¬ 
pining. 

With  thefe  fentiments,  he  refolved  to  renew  the 
attempt  of  a  discovery ;  foldiers  were  inlifted,  and 
three  veiTels  fitted  out,  under  the  command  of  his 
own  relation  Juan  dc  Grijalva,  afiifted  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  fervice  of  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Francifco 
de  Montexo  and  Alonzo  Davila,  men  diftinguilhed 
for  their  valour,  humanity  and  diferetion.  On  the 
8th  day  of  April  1518,  they  fet  fail  from  Cuba, 
difcovered  the  ifland  of  Cozumel,  where  they  re- 
f refined  themfelves  without  meeting  with  opposition 
from  the  natives,  in  a  few  days  made  the  land  of 
Yucatan,  and,  doubling  the  point  of  Cotoche, 

coafted 
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coafted  along  wefterly,  until  they  arrived  at  Po~ 
tonchan  or  Champoton,  where  Francifco  Fernan¬ 
dez  was  routed  and  killed.  Here  they  landed  to 
revenge  his  death,  and  having  vanquished  the  In¬ 
dians,  returned  on  board  in  order  to  profecute  their 
difcovery.  Sailing  ftill  wefterly  along  Ihore,  they 
defcried  feveral  towns,  confiding  of  ftone-buildings, 
and  one  of  the  foldiers  obferving  that  the  country 
refembled  Spain,  the  hearers  relifhed  the  compan¬ 
ion  fo  well,  that  from  thence  forward  this  conti¬ 
nent  adopted  the  name  of  New  Spain. 

In  following  this  courfe,  thev  arrived  at  the 
place  where  the  river  Tobafco  difcharges  itfelf  by 
two  mouths,  into  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and  Juan 
de  Grijalva,  who  gave  his  name  to  the  river,  find¬ 
ing  the  ftream  was  fhallow,  embarked  all  his  fol¬ 
diers  on  board  of  the  two  fmalleft  veflels,  in  order 
to  fail  up,  leaving  the  other  two  at  anchor  in  the 
entrance.  Having  with  fome  difficulty  ftemmed 
the  current,  and  failed  for  fome  time  between  a 
number  of  pleafant  villages,  they  perceived  at  a 
little  diftance,  a  fleet  of  canoes  full  of  armed 
Indians,  and  a  large  body  on  fhore,  who  by  out¬ 
cries  and  gefticulations  that  betrayed  their  own  fear, 
endeavoured  to  intimidate  and  prevent  the  Spani¬ 
ards  from  landing.  Grijalva  feeing  them  ftruck 
with  aftonifhment  and  terror  at  the  appearance  of 
his  vefiels  and  men,  took  this  opportunity  to  leap 
on  ibore,  where  having  drawn  up  his  people,  and 
eredled  the  royal  ftandard  as  an  a£t  of  pofteftion, 
he  fent  two  Indian  boys,  who  had  been  taken  in 
the  firft  expedition  to  Yucatan,  with  a  meffage  to 
the  natives,  importing  that  he  came  in  peace  with¬ 
out  any  intention  to  give  offence.  In  confequence 
of  this  declaration,  they  approached  in  four  canoes, 
and  the  compliments  of  falutation  being  paft, 
Grijalva,  by  the  help  of  his  interpreters,  gave  them 
to  underftand  that  he  and  his  foldiers  were  iervants 

'  to 


182  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXfCG. 

to  a  powerful  monarch,  who  poffefied  an  empire 
where  the  fun  rifes ;  and  in  whofe  name  he  was 
come  to  offer  them  peace  and  great  advantages,  pro¬ 
vided  they  would  become  his  fubjedts.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  Indians,  one 
of  whom  replied,  that  it  could  not  be  a  good  peace, 
the  condition  of  which  was  fubje&ion  ;  but,  with 
regard  to  peace  or  war  they  would  confult  their 
fuperiors,  and  fpeedily  return  with  a  definitive 
anfwer.  Accordingly  they  foon  came  back  with 
fignals  of  peace,  and  were  followed  by  the  cacique 
or  chief,  who,  after  having  made  his  fubmiilion 
with  great  gravity,  prefented  Grijalva  with  a  plen¬ 
tiful  banquet  of  fruit  and  provifion,  and  after¬ 
wards  with  plumes  of  various  colours,  robes  of  fine 
cotton,  and  figures  of  animals  made  of  thin  plates 
of  gold  :  in  return  for  this  liberality,  Grijalva  gra¬ 
tified  him  and  his  attendants  with  fome  Caffilian 
trifles,  that  were  very  acceptable  ;  then  re-embark¬ 
ing,  he  returned  to  fea,  and,  continuing  the  fame 
courfe  as  far  as  another  river,  called  it  the  river  of 
flags,  becaufe',  upon  the  neighbouring  fhore,  they 
faw  a  great  number  of  Indians  waving  white  flags 
in  token  ©f  peace,  and  by  other  fignals  and  cries 
inviting  the  Chrillians  to  land.  In  compliance  with 
their  defire,  the  Spaniards  went  on  fhore,  and 
were  received  with  great  hofpitality  by  three  prin¬ 
cipal  men,  who  had  provided  a  banquet  for  their 
guefts,  after  which  they  ordered  their  people  to 
produce  fome  pieces  of  gold,  which  they  wanted 
to  exchange  for  European  commodities.  A  mar¬ 
ket  was  immediately  opened,  with  beads,  combs, 
knives  and  other  inftruments  of  iron,  for  .which 
Grijalva,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  days,  received  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  thoufand  *  pefos  of  gold.  Thefe 
three  chiefs  gave  the  Spaniards  to  underftand  they 
were  fervants  to  Motezuma,  whofe  empire  extend¬ 
ed 

*  Pefo  was  equal  to  cinety  grains. 
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ed  over  many  countries,  abounding  with  gold  and 
other  riches ;  and  that  they  came  by  his  order  to 
examine  into  the  intention  of  the  Chriftians. 

Grijalva  parted  with  them  in  an  amicable 
manner,  and  coafting  along,  landed  in  a  fmal! 
ifland  which  he  called  the  ifland  of  facrifiees,  be- 
caufe  going  to  view  an  houfe  built  of  ftone  that 
overlooked  the  reft,  he  found  feveral  idols  of  an 
horrible  figure,  and  near  them  the  mangled  bodies 
of  fix  or  feven  men  newly  facrificed.  From  thence 
they  pafled  to  another  ifle,  which  was  called  St. 
Juan  de  Ulua,  becaufe.  they  made  it  on  the  Bap- 
tift’s  day,  and  heard  an  Indian  pronounce  feveral 
times  the  word  Culua  with  great  vociferation. 
Here  they  ftayed  feveral  days,  exchanging  toys  for 
plates  of  gold  with  the  natives  who  came  from  the 
neighbouring  parts ;  and  from  thence  Pedro  de  Al¬ 
varado  was  difpatched  to  Cuba,  in  one  of  the  (hips, 
with  all  the  gold,  and  an  account  of  the  difcove* 
ries  which  had  been  made,  as  well  as  with  an  earneft 
requeft  that  Velafquez  would  fend  a  re-inforce- 
ment  of  men  and  neceffary  ftores,  to  enable  Grijal¬ 
va  to  make  a  fettlement.  Immediately  after  Alva¬ 
rado’s  departure,  the  other  three  veffels  left  St, 
Juan  de  Ulua,  and,  ftill  following  the  diredfion  of 
the  coaft  as  far  as  Patiuco,  came  to  anchor  in  the 
river  of  canoes,  fo  named  becaufe  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  in  this  place  by  fixteen  canoes  filled  with 
armed  Indians,  who,  after  having  cut  the  cable  of 
one  fhip,  were  charged,  defeated  and  put  to  flight 
by  the  Spaniards.  From  hence  they  failed  along 
till  they  arrived  at  a  point  of  land  running  far  out 
into  the  fea  ;  and,  as  they  found  great  difficulty  in 
doubling  this  cape,  the  pilots  protefted  againft  pro¬ 
ceeding  farther,  and  were  feconded  by  the  men, 
grown  weary  of  fuch  a  tedious  navigation. 

Grijalva  having  called  a  council  of  his  officers  to 
deliberate  upon  the  pofture  of  their  officers,  it  was 
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agreed,  as  one  of  the  fhips  had  fuftained  damage, 
as  the  provifion  began  to  fpoil,  the  people  were 
diflatisfied,  and  the  inftru$ions  of  governor  Ve- 
lafquez  forbad  them  to  make  any  fettlement,  that 
they  fhould  proceed  no  farther,  but  return  to  Cuba, 
where  they  might  be  furnifhed.  with  neceflaries  for 
another  expedition.  In  confequence  of  this  de¬ 
termination,  he  altered  his  courfe,  and,  on  the  15th 
of  November  1518,  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  St. 
Jago,  where  he  was  very  ungratefully  received  by 
Velafquez,  who  bitterly  reproached  him  for  hav¬ 
ing  omitted  to  make  a  fettlement,  tho’  he  produced 
his  own  order,  by  which  he  was  reftridled  in  that 
particular. 

\ 

CHAP.  II. 

*  X 

The  character  of  C cries ;  he  receives  a  commijfion from 
Velafquez  ;  fits  out  a  fleet ;  fails  to  the  Havannah  j 
is  persecuted  by  Velafquez. 

THIS  governor  had  been  tranfported  with  joy 
at  fight  of  the  gold  brought  by  Alvarado,  who 
arrived  but  a  few  days  before  Grijalva  ;  and,  to  fuch 
a  degree  of  eagernefs  and  impatience  was  he  inflamed 
by  their  fuccefs,  that,  even  in  this  fhort  fpace,  he 
had  fent  a  perfon  to  the  court  of  Spain,  with  an 
account  of  the  difeovery,  and  a  detail  of  his  own 
fervices ;  in  confideration  of  which,  he  follicited 
the  title  of  king’s  lieutenant  of  the  countries  he 
fhould  conquer  :  and  he  had  adlually  begun  to  fit 
out  a  new  fleet  for  another  expedition,  the  conduct 
of  which,  he  refolved  to  entruft  to  a  man  of  diflin- 
guifhed  adlivity  and  refolution.  The  voice  of  the 
people  was  in  favour  of  Grijalva,  who  had  already 
given  proofs  of  his  honour  and  ability ;  and  his 
competitors  were  Antonio  and  Bernardino  Velaf¬ 
quez  near  relations  of  the  governor,  and  feveral 

other 
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other  gentlemen  of  good  chara&er  and  great  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  ifland :  but  the  governor  continued 
irrefolute,  dreading  the  ambition  of  thofe  whofe 
capacity  he  approved,  until  Amador  de  Lariz  the 
king’s  treafurer,  and  Andres  de  Duero  his  own  fe* 
cretary,  in  whom  he  entirely  confided,  propofed 
their  friend  Hernan  Cortes  as  a  perfon  every  way 
qualified  for  fuch  a  command.  This  celebrated 
conqueror  was  a  native  of  Medellen,  a  town  of 
Eftremadura,  defcended  from  a  good  family,  and 
educated  for  a  military  life.  His  parents  intended 
to  have  fent  him  to  Italy  to  ferve  under  that  great 
captain  Gonfalvo  de  Cordoua,  but  juft  when  he 
was  ready  to  embark,  he  was  taken  ill  of  a  dan¬ 
gerous  diftemper,  by  which  that  opportunity  was 
loft  :  he  afterwards  refolved  to  pufh  his  fortune,  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  failed  thither  in  the  year  1504, 
with  letters  of  recommendation  to  Don  Nicholas 
de  Obando  who  was  his  kinfman,  and  at  that  time 
governor  of  St.  Domingo.  Notwithftanding  the 
favourable  reception  he  met  with  from  that  gentle¬ 
man,  he  foon  grew  tired  of  inadtion,  for,  by  this 
time  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola  was  wholly  reduced, 
and  underftanding  the  war  was  (till  carried  on  in 
Cuba,  he  obtained  leave  to  go  thither,  and  figna- 
lized  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  acquire  the 
reputation  of  a  valiant  foldier  and  able  officer. 
Nor  was  he  lefs  remarkable  for  other  agreeable  en¬ 
dowments  :  his  perfon  and  addrefs  were  prepoffef- 
fing,  his  difpofition  was  amiable,  his  converfation 
entertaining,  and  his  generofity  unbounded.  By 
dint  of  thefe  accomplifhments,  he  won  the  heart 
of  a  noble  young  lady  called  Donna  Cathalina 
Suarez  Pacheco,  who  was  follicited  in  marriage  by 
the  governor  Diego  Velafquez  ;  and  his  fuccefs  ex- 
afperated  that  gentleman  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
caufed  him  to  be  apprehended  and  kept  in  confine¬ 
ment,  until  the  affair  was  adjufted,  and  then  Ve- 

lafqu.es 
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Jafquez  flood  father  to  the  bride.  He  afterwards 
Jived  in  a  degree  of  intimacy  with  Cortes,  or 
whom  he  conferred  the  poll  of  alcalde  or  chief  ma» 
giitrate  in  the  town  of  St.  Jago,  an  employment 
ufually  conferred  on  thofe  who  had  diflinguifhed 
themfelves  in  the  conquefl  of  thofe  countries. 

In  this  fituation  was  Hernan  Cortes,  when  his 
friends  recommended  him  to  Velafquez,  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  condudl  the  purpofed  enterprize;  and  the 
governor  approving  of  their  choice,  a  commiffion 
was  immediately  figned,  appointing  him  captain 
general  of  the  fleet,  and  of  the  countries  he  fhould 
difcover  and  fubdue. 

This  nomination  was  no  fooner  known  than  re¬ 
fen  ted  by  all  the  competitors,  efpecially  by  the  re¬ 
lations  of  Velafquez,  who  did  not  fcruple  to  cen- 
fure  his  conduct  openly,  in  repollng  fuch  important 
trufl  in  a  man  whom  he  had  once  fo  flagrantly  dis¬ 
obliged  ;  in  a  man  who  concealed  the  moll  vin¬ 
dictive  difpofition  under  the  mafk  of  courtefy  and 
mildnefs,  and  who  employed  the  moil  infmuating 
artifices  to  acquire  a  popularity  which  could  not 
fail  of  being  very  dangerous  to  thofe  who  had  in¬ 
curred  his  difpleafure.  It  is  even  reported,  that 
the  governor  was  one  day  accofted  by  a  waggifh 
lunatick,  who  faid,  44  Thou  hail  done  well,  friend 
44  Diego:  in  a  little  time  there  will  be  occafion 
44  for  another  fleet  to  go  in  purfuit  of  Cortes/’ 
In  all  probability,  this  farcafm  was  dictated  by 
fome  of  thofe  who  envied  the  fortune  of  the  new 
general.  Thefe  remonftrances  had  at  firft  no 
efFedl  upon  Velafquez,  who  adhered  to  his  refolution, 
while  Hernan  began  to  make  preparations  for  his 
departure.  He  employed  his  own  fortune,  and  all 
he  could  borrow,  in  the  purchafe  of  provifions, 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  inlifled  foldiers  with 
fuch  expedition  and  fuccefs,  that,  in  a  few  days, 
above  three  hundred  were  engaged  by  the  fame  of 
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the  enterprize,  and  the  character  of  the  captain  ; 
and  among  thefe  was  Diego  de  Ordaz,  a  creature 
and  confidant  of  Velafquez.  Thefe  together  with 
the  bailors,  and  all  other  neceffaries,  being  em¬ 
barked  in  ten  veffels  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
tons,  they  failed  from  the  port  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba, 
on  the  1 8th  day  of  November  in  the  year  1^18, 
and,  coafting  along  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  to¬ 
wards  the  call,  arrived  in  a  few  days  at  the  port  of 
La  T  rinidad,  where  Cortes,  publifhing  his  defign, 
was  joined  by  Juan  de  Efcalante,  Pedro  Sanchez 
Farfan,  Gonzalo  Mexia,  and  other  confiderable 
perfons  of  that  fettlement,  and  afterwards  by  Pedro 
de  Alvarado  with  four  of  his  brothers,  and  Alonzo 
Davila  :  from  the  town  of  Sandti  Spiritus,  which 
ffands  at  a  little  diflance  from  La  7'rirddad,  he 
was  reinforced  by  Alonzo  Plernandez  Pertocarrero, 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  Roderigo  Rangel,  Juan  Ve¬ 
lafquez  de  Leon,  who  w7as  the  governor’s  relation, 
and  others  perfons  of  diftindiion,  who  refolved  to 
follow  the  fortune  of  Cortes.  But  he  was  no 
fooner  departed  from  St.  Jago,  than  his  enemies 
renewed  their  batteries  again!!  him,  and  at  length, 
by  the  affiftance  of  a  pretended  aftrologer,  found 
means  to  arroufe  the  jealoufy  of  Velafquez,  who 
immediately  difpatched  couriers  to  La  Trinidad, 
with  orders  to  his  coufin  Francifco  Verdugo  al¬ 
calde  of  the  place,  to  difpoffefs  Cortes  of  his  com¬ 
mand  in  a  judicial  way,  his  commiffion  being  re¬ 
voked.  Hernan  being  informed  of  his  defign,  con¬ 
futed  his  friends  and  adherents,  who  declared  with 
great  vehemence,  that  they  would  hand  by  him  to 
the  laft  extremity  ;  and  no  w,  affined  of  their  fidelity, 
he  went  to  vifit  the  alcalde,  to  whom  he  complained 
of  the  governor’s  injurious  behaviour,  alluring  him 
that  his  followers  were  fo  much  incenfed  at  the 
affront,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he  could 
reftrain  them  from  a£ls  of  violence.  He  repre¬ 
fen  ted 
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fented  the  weaknefs  and  injuftice  of  Don  Diego1 ?s 
proceedings,  which  argued  a  mean  jealoufy  of  a 
man  whofe  friendfhip  he  had  no  reafon  to  doubt ; 
and  ufed  fuch  arguments  to  prove  what  prejudice 
not  only  he  and  all  his  followers,  but  alfo  his  ma- 
jefty’s  intereft  would  fuffer  from  the  execution  of 
the  governor’s  order,  that  the  alcalde  was  convin¬ 
ced,  and  far  from  taking  any  ftep  to  delay  the  ex¬ 
pedition,  wrote  to  Velafquez,  exhorting  him  to 
defift  from  his  purpofe,  and  his  advice  was  backed 
by  letters  from  Diego  de  Ordaz  and  otners,  who 
enjoyed  fome  degree  of  his  favour ;  and  Cortes 
himfelf  took  the  fame  opportunity  of  vindicating 
his  own  character,  gently  reproaching  him  with 
having  liftened  to  the  fuggeftions  of  his  private 
enemies. 

Mean  while,  he  refolved  to  profecute  his  voyage, 
and  having  fen t  Pedro  de  Alvarado  by  land,  with  a 
party  of  foldiers  to  take  care  of  the  horfes,  and  raife 
recruits  in  the  fettlements  through  which  he  fhould 
pals;  he  failed  with  the  fleet  for  the  Havanna,  and 
that  fame  night  the  reft  of  the  ihips  feparated  from 
the  capitana,  in  which  he  himfelf  had  embarked  ; 
but,  as  the  pilots  did  not  perceive  their  error  till 
day-light,  they  were  obliged  to  continue  their 
courfe  to  the  Havanna,  where  they  were  kindly 
received  by  Pedro  de  Barba  the  governor  under  Ve¬ 
lafquez.  Here  they  ftayed  feveral  days  without 
hearing  any  news  of  Cortes,  fo  that  they  concluded 
he  was  loft,  and  began  to  deliberate  about  chafing 
another  conductor,  when  the  election  was  happily 
prevented  by  the  fafe  arrival  of  their  original  cap¬ 
tain,  whofe  fhip  having  ftruck  upon  fome  flats  near 
the  ifle  of  pines,  received  fuch  damage,  and  ftuck 
fo  faft,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  unload  her  up¬ 
on  a  little  fandy  ifland  in  the  neighbourhood  before 
fhe  could  be  got  off ;  and  feven  days  elapfed  before 
file  could  be  refitted  and  reloaded. 


Whea 
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When  he  arrived  at  the  Havanna,  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  loud  acclamations  of  his  men,  and 
treated  with  great  courtefy  and  refpedt  by  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  here  he  was  joined  by  Francifco  de 
Montejo,  afterwards  king’s  lieutenant  of  Yucatan, 
and  many  other  perfons  of  note,  who  added  to  the 
reputation  of  the  enterprize.  During  the  few  days 
he  was  obliged  to  ftay  in  this  place  in  order  to  fimfh 
the  equipment,  he  cleaned  and  proved  his  artillery, 
ordered  a  number  of  cotton  quilts  to  be  made  as 
coats  of  mail  to  defend  his  people  from  the  Indian 
arrows,  exercifed  his  foldiers  in  the  ufe  of  their  fire¬ 
arms  and  crofs-bows,  as  well  as  in  the  management 
of  their  pikes,  and  taught  them  to  form  a  battalion, 
file  off,  attack  and  retreat,  according  to  the  moft 
approved  pradlice  in  war.  In  the  midft  of  thefe 
preparations,  one  Gafpar  de  Garnica  arrived  with 
difpatches  to  Pedro  de  Barba,  containing  exprefs 
orders  to  dived  Cortes  of  his  command,  and  fend 
him  prifoner  to  St.  Jago  with  a  good  convoy  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  he  fent  letters  to  Diego  de  Or- 
daz,  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  commanding 
them  to  afiift  the  governor  in  the  execution  of  his 
orders. 

Cortes,  Blocked  and  incenfed  at  this  frefh  inflance 
of  the  folly  and  infolence  of  Velafquez,  which  fo 
evidently  tended  to  the  mifcarriage  of  an  enterprize 
in  which  he  and  his  friends  had  embarked  their 
whole  fortunes,  refolved  to  provide  for  hirnfelf,  and 
make  ufe  of  the  force  he  was  mailer  of,  as  his  oc- 
cafions  fhould  require.  In  the  mean  time,  before 
Pedro  de  Barba  had  determined  to  publilh  the  (  r- 
der,  he  commanded  Diego  de  Ordaz,  whofe  fidelity 
he  fufpedted  from  the  efforts  he  had  made  to  be 
chofen  chief  in  his  abfence,  to  embark  immedi¬ 
ately  on  board  of  one  of  the  veffels,  and  make  the 
b  ft  of  his  way  to  Guanicanico,  a  fettlement  on  the 
other  fide  of  Cape  St.  Antonio,  to  take  in  provifions 

and 
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and  wait  for  him  and  the  reft  of  the  fleet :  then 
he  vifited  Juan  de  Velafquez,  whom  he  foon 
brought  over  to  his  intereft.  Having  taken  thefe 
precautions,  his  next  ftep  was  to  explain  his  fixa¬ 
tion  to  the  foldiers,  who  expreffed  the  utmoft  in¬ 
dignation  againft  his  enemies,  and  raifed  fuch  a  tu¬ 
mult  as  could  not  be  appeafed,  until  Pedro  de  Bar¬ 
ba,  who  dreaded  the  confequence  of  their  fury, 
appearing  with  Cortes,  publickly  declared  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  execute  the  order  of  Velafquez, 
which  he  looked  upon  as  a  flagrant  piece  of  injuf- 
tice.  At  the  fame  time,  he  fent  back  Garnica  with 
letters  to  that  governor,  representing,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  terms,  the  ferment  his  order  had  produced,  to 
the  manifeft  danger  of  the  town,  and  advifing 
him  to  regain  Cortes  by  adfs  of  friendfhip. 

This  commotion  being  quieted,  and  a  brigan¬ 
tine  added  to  the  fleet,  Cortes  divided  his  men  into 
eleven  companies,  one  of  which  was  put  on  board 
of  eachvefiel;  and  he  named  for  captains,  Juan 
Velafquez  de  Leon,  Alonzo  Hernandez  Porto- 
carrero,  Francifco  de  Montejo,  Chriftoval  de  Olid, 
Juan  de  Efcalante,  Francifco  de  Morla,  Pedro  de 
Alvarado,  Francifco  Saucedo,  and  Diego  de  Or¬ 
el  az,  whom  he  was  not  willing  to  difoblige  ;  re¬ 
serving  to  himfelf  the  command  of  the  capitana, 
and  entruftins;  Gines  de  Nortes  with  the  care  of 
the  brigantine.  The  command  of  the  artillery  he 
beftowed  upon  Francifco  de  Orozco,  who  had  Sig¬ 
nalized  himfelf  in  the  wars  of  Italy  ;  and  his  chief 
pilot  was  Antonio  de  Alaminos,  who  had  adled  in 
the  fame  capacity  in  the  voyages  of  Francifco  Fer¬ 
nandez  de  Cordoua  and  juan  de  Grijalva.  He 
then  delivered  inftrudfions  to  his  officers,  and,  the 
day  of  embarkation  being  arrived,  after  a  folemn 
mafs,  in  which  all  the  foldiers  aflifted,  he  gave  the 
word  St.  Peter ,  whom  he  acknowledged  as  patron 
of  his  expedition.  Pedro  de  Alvarado  was  fent  to 

Guanicanico 
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Guanicanico  in  queft  of  Ordaz,  with  whom  he 
had  orders  to  go  and  wait  for  the  fleet  at  Cape  St. 
Antonio  :  and  the  reft  of  the  veiTels  were  directed 
to  follow  the  capitana,  and  in  cafe  of  reparation,, 
to  rendezvous  at  the  Kle  of  Cozumel,  where  Cor¬ 
tes  propofed  to  concert  the  plan  of  operations, 

CHAP.  III. 

He  takes  his  departure  from  Cuba  ;  lands  upon  the 
ifland  of  Cozumel ;  enters  into  a  treaty  of  friend¬ 
ship  with  the  cacique ;  demolijhes  the  Indian  idols ; 
redeems  a  captive  Spaniard  called  Jerom  de 
Aguilar . 

* 

ripHESE  fleps  being  taken,  they  departed  from 
j§_  the  Havanna  on  the  icth  day  of  February 
1519,  with  a  favourable  gale;  but,  at  fun  fet,  a 
furious  {form  arifing  put  the  whole  fleet  in  difor- 
der.  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  who  had  failed  in  quell 
of  Diego  de  Ordaz,  perceived  at  day  break  the 
temped:  had  driven  him  fo  far  into  the  gulph,  that 
it  would  he  very  difficult  to  weather  cape  St.  An¬ 
tonio  ;  and  therefore,  with  the  confent  of  his  pi¬ 
lot,  fleered  away  for  Cozumel,  where  they  found 
a  fmall  town  near  the  coaft,  abandoneJ  by  the  In¬ 
dians,  who  had  fled  farther  into  the  country  at  their 
approach.  Alvarado,  who  was  a  young  man  of  a 
very  enterprizing  fpirit,  tho’  unguided  by  experi¬ 
ence  and  difcretion,  thought  nothing  mifbecame  a 
foldier  fo  much  as  inaction,  and,  with  that  fenti- 
ment,  ordered  his  men  to  march  farther  into  the 
ifland,  in  order  to  reconn  itre.  At  the  diftance  of 
a  league,  they  found  another  town  abandoned  as 
the  firft,  and  here  the  foldiers  made  -prize  of  fome 
provifions,  together  with  the  plunder  of  an  idol- 
temple,  confiding  of  ornamental  jewels,  and  in- 
ftruments  for  facrifke,  made  of  gold  mixed  with 
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copper,  tho*  of  fmall  value.  This  expedition,  far 
from  promoting  the  fervice,  rendered  it  impracti¬ 
cable  to  gain  the  friendfhip  and  ailiftance  of  the 
Indians,  and  Alvarado  was  afterwards  fenfible  of 
his  mifconduCf. 

Next  day  Cortes  arrived  with  the  fleet,  having 
fent  another  veil'd  with  directions  to  Ordaz,  on 
the  fuppofition  that  Alvarado  was  prevented  by  the 
ftorm,  and  tho’  he  was  very  well  pleafed  to  find 
that  young  captain  in  fafety  at  Cozumel,  he  repri¬ 
manded  him  in  public  for  his  ralh  behaviour,  and 
difmifled  three  Indian  prifoners  whom  he  had  taken, 
after  having  ordered  their  effedts  to  be  reftored,  and 
given  them  fome  prefents  for  their  caciques,  in 
token  of  amity  and  peace. 

The  Spaniards  continued  three  days  encamped 
on  the  fea-fide,  during  which  the  men  were  muf- 
tered,  and  found  to  amount  to  five  hundred  and 
eight  foldiers,  one  hundred  and  nine  marines  and 
mechanics,  befides  two  chaplains,  who  were  the 
licentiate  Juan  Diaz  and  Father  Bartholome  de 
Olmedo ;  and  this  army  was  ftrengthened  by  fix- 
teen  horfe.  The  people  being  aflembled  on  this 
occafion,  Cortes  took  the  opportunity  of  making  a 
public  fpeech,  in  which,  after  having  inflamed 
their  courage  and  cupidity  with  the  promife  of 
honour  and  wealth,  he  explained  the  dangers  they 
muft  lay  their  account  with  encountering,  and  re- 
prefented,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  neceflity  of 
adling  with  unanimity  and  undaunted  refolutiort. 

This  harangue  was  interrupted  by  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  fome  Indians,  and  tho’  they  were  unarmed 
and  in  fmall  detached  parties,  he  drew  up  his  men 
in  order,  without  beat  of  drum,  and  directed  them 
to  ftand  covered  behind  their  lines,  prepared  for 
whatever  fhould  happen.  The  Indians  perceiving 
no  figns  of  hoftility  among  the  Spaniards,  ap¬ 
proached  by  little  and  little,  and  the  boldefi  of  them 
7  entering 
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entering  the  camp,  were  fo  favourably  received, 
that  they  called  to  their  countrymen,  who  followed 
their  example,  and  mingled  among  the  foldiers 
with  great  confidence  and  familiarity,  which  ar¬ 
gued  that  they  were  accuftomed  to  converfe  with 
Grangers.  Indeed  there  was  an  idol  in  this  ifland, 
very  much  reverenced  by  the  barbarians,  who  re- 
forted  to  it  in  great  crowds,  from  all  the  different 
provinces  of  the  continent ;  fo  that  the  natives  of 
Cozumel  were  ufed  to  the  fight  of  nations  who 
differed  from  one  another  in  cuflom,  language  and 
drefs.  Next  day,  the  principal  cacique  of  the 
ifland  vifited  Cortes,  who  received  him  very  gra- 
cioufly  ;  and  while  the  converfation  was  carried  on 
by  the  medium  of  an  interpreter,  one  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans  was  heard  to  pronounce  the  word  Cajiilla ,  the 
meaning  of  which  when  Cortes  demanded,  he 
was  given  to  underftand  that  the  favage  faid,  the 

I  Spaniards  refembled  certain  prifoners  in  Yucatan, 
who  were  natives  of  a  country  called  Cafiilla . 
Hernan  immediately  concluded  that  thofe  prifoners 
were  his  countrymen,  whom  he  forthwith  refolved 
to  releafe ;  and,  confulting  his  gueft  on  this  fubjedf, 
the  cacique  very  candidly  told  him,  they  were  in 
the  power  of  fome  Indians  of  the  higheft  rank,  re- 
fiding  in  the  heart  of  Yucatan,  and  that,  the  molt: 
j  certain  and  expeditious  method  of  procuring  their 
liberty,  wou’d  be  to  offer  a  ranfom  ;  for,  Ihould 
he  have  recourfe  to  arms,  they  would  run  the  rifque 
of  being  murlhered  by  their  mailers.  In  compli- 
l  ance  with  this  advice,  he  ordered  Diego  de  Ordaz 
|  to  fail  to  the  coaft  of  Yucatan,  according  to  the 
I  direction  of  the  cacique,  with  a  letter  to  the  pri- 
t  foners,  and  fome  trifles  for  their  ranfom,  and  to  flay 
H  eight  days,  within  which  fpace  the  Indians,  ap» 
Jj  pointed  by  the  cacique  for  that  purpofe,  undertook 

I  to  return  with  an  anfwer;  mean  while  Cortes 
1  marched  with  his  men  in  a  body  round  the  ifland, 
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in  order  to  view  the  country,  keep  his  men  m 
action,  which  might  prevent  irregularities,  and  dis¬ 
play  his  ffrength  and  difcipline  to  the  pilgrims,  who 
would  not  fail  to  magnify  both,  in  the  refpe&ive 
nations  to  which  they  belonged.  In  this  circuit  he 
was  always  accompanied  by  the  cacique  and  a  great 
number  of  Indians,  who  fupplied  him  with  provi- 
fions,  and  exchanged  gold  for  glafs  beads,  which 
they  believed  they  could  never  purchafe  too  dear. 

At  a  little  difiance  from  the  coafi,  Hood  the 
temple  of  the  idol,  fo  much  revered  by  the  favages : 
it  was  a  fquare  Hone  building  of  no  contemptible 
architecture,  and  the  idol,  called  Cozumel,  appeared 
in  the  figure  of  a  man  of  a  moH  horrible  afpeCf. 
Here  was  a  very  great  concourfe  of  people,  liften- 
ing  to  a  priefi  diftinguifhed  by  a  certain  garb,  who 
feemed  to  preach  with  great  gravity  and  emphafis 
of  fpeech  and  gefticulation.  Cortes,  fhocked  at 
the  abfurdity  of  fuch  worfnip,  told  the  cacique, 
that,  in  order  to  maintain  the  friendfnip  fubfifting 
between  them,  it  would  be  absolutely  neceffary  for 
him  to  renounce  fuch  a  diabolical  religion,  and  in¬ 
fluence  his  fubjeCts  to  follow  his  example.  This 
declaration  he  enforced  by  fuch  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  Chrifiian  religion,  that  the  chief  was  con¬ 
founded  and  difmayed,  and  begged  leave  to  com¬ 
municate  the  affair  to  his  priefis,  with  whom  he 
left  the  abfolute  authority  of  deciding  in  matters  of 
religion.  Thefe  being  immediately  brought  before 
Cortes,  and  informed  of  the  affair  in  agitation, 
began  with  hideous  outcries  to  protefi  againft  thofe 
who  fhould  be  fo  audacious  as  to  difiurb  the  worfhip 
of  their  gods,  denouncing  the  immediate  vengeance 
of  heaven  upon  fuch  impious  innovators.  -  Cortes, 
without  paying  the  leaft  regard  to  their  menaces, 
immediately  ordered  his  foldiers  to  demolifh  the 
altar^  and  break  all  their  idols  in  pieces :  a  fcene 
that  filled  the  barbarians  with  affonifhment  and 

affright  j 
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affright ;  which,  however,  were  fucceeded  by  con¬ 
tempt  for  their  own  deities,  when  they  beheld  the 
Chriftians  ufe  them  in  this  manner  with  impunity* 
The  other  temples  underwent  the  fame  fate,  except 
the  chief  place  of  worfhip,  which  being  cleanfed 
from  all  impurities,  was  converted  into  a  Chriftiah 
chappel  \  and,  next  day,  mafs  was  faid  at  a  new  al¬ 
tar,  in  prefence  of  the  cacique  and  his  people,  who 
affifted  at  the  ceremony  with  great  reverence  and 
marks  of  devotion. 

At  the  end  of  eight  days,  Diego  de  Ordaz  re¬ 
turned  from  Yucatan,  without  the  prifoners  or  the 
Indians,  who  had  not  returned  according  to  their 
promife :  fo  that  Cortes  was  highly  difpleafed  at 
the  cacique,  who,  he  fuppofed,  had  deceived  him 
by  falfe  intelligence,  in  order  to  appropriate  to  him- 
felf  the  prefents  intended  for  the  ranfom.  Never- 
thelefs,  he  would  not  manifeft  his  refentment  or 
fufpicion,  but,  taking  his  leave  of  him  with  great 
civility  and  expreffions  of  fatisfadlion,  he  put  to 
fea,  intending  to  purfue  the  courfe  which  had  been 
followed  by  Grijalva.  Although  they  fet  fail  with 
a  fair  wind,  they  were  obliged  that  fame  day  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  illand,  in  confequence  of  an  accident 
that  happened  to  the  fhip  commanded  by  Juan  de 
Efcalante,  which  fprung  a  leak,  and  had  almoft 
foundered  before  fhe  reached  the  Chore.  This  delay, 
which  at  firfl:  feemed  a  misfortune,  turned  out  a 
moft  lucky  incident,  which  greatly  contributed  to 
the  conqueft  of  New  Spain  ;  for,  after  having  fpent 
four  days  in  repairing  the  damage,  juff  as  they 
were  re- embarking,  they  difcovered  a  canoe  crof- 
fing  the  gulph  of  Yucatan,  and  (landing  diredlly 
for  the  ifland.  Cortes,  perceiving  (lie  was  full  of 
armed  Indians,  ordered  Andrew  de  Tapia  to  lie  in 
ambufcade  near  the  place  to  which  they  rowed, 
and  as  foon  as  they  landed,  he  rufhed  between  them 
and  the  canoe,  fo  as  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  The 
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favages  immediately  betook  themfelves  to  flight, 
but  one  among  them,  advancing  a  few  paces  to¬ 
wards  the  Spaniards,  pronounced  with  a  loud  voice 
in  the  Caftilian  tongue,  <c  I  am  a  Chriftian.” 
Tapia  received  him  with  equal  joy  and  furprize, 
and  conduced  him  to  the  general,  attended  by  the 
Indians,  who  were  no  other  than  the  meflengers 
left  by  Diego  de  Ordaz  on  the  coaft  of  Yucatan. 
He  had  no  covering  but  juft  enough  to  hide  his  na« 
kednefs,  and  on  one  fhoulder  he  bore  his  bow  and 
quiver.  Cortes  carefted  him  extremely,  and  hav¬ 
ing  given  orders  to  clothe  and  regale  him,  defired 
to  know  who  he  was,  and  by  what  accidents  he 
was  reduced  to  fuch  a  wretched  equipage.  He 
faid  he  was  called  Jerom  de  Aguilar,  a  native  of 
Ecija,  where  he  had  received  deacons  orders  :  he 
had  been,  eight  years  before  this  deliverance,  flhip- 
wrecked  upon  the  flats  of  the  Alacranes,  in  his  paf- 
fage  from  Darien  to  Hifpaniola,  and  with  twenty 
other  perfons  taking  to  the  boat,  had  reached  the 
fhore  of  Yucatan,  where  they  were  taken  and  car- 
ried  to  a  country  of  Caribee  Indians,  whofe  caci¬ 
que  immediately  culled  out  the  fatteft  of  them  as 
facrifices  to  their  idols.  As  for  Aguilar,  he  was  fo 
lean  and  meagre,  that  they  referved  him  for  a  future 
banquet,  and,  that  he  might  be  in  better  cafe,  gor¬ 
ged  him  with  food  in  a  wooden  case,  from  which 
he  made  fhift  to  efcape.  Having  wandered  feveral 
days  in  the  fields,  without  any  other  fupport  than  that 
which  the  herbs  and  trees  afforded,  he  fell  into  the 
hands  of  certain  Indians,  by  whom  he  was  prefent- 
ed  to  their  cacique,  who  was  at  war  with  him  from 
whom  he  had  made  his  efcape.  This  mafter,  who 
was  lefs  barbarous  than  the  former,  he  ferved  for 
fome  years,  during  which  he  acquired  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  of  his  favour,  that  he  conferred  upon  him  an 
employment  near  his  perfon,  and  honoured  him 
with  his  confidence.  The  cacique,  upon  his  death¬ 
bed, 
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bed,  recommended  him  to  his  Ton,  under  whom  he 
poffefied  the  fame  office ;  and,  in  a  war  with  the 
neighbouring  caciques,  fignalized  his  valour  and 
conduct  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  became  a  great 
favourite  both  of  prince  and  people;  fo  that,  when 
he  received  the  letter  from  Cortes,  he  obtained  his 
liberty  as  the  recompence  of  his  fervices,  and  of¬ 
fered,  as  his  own  gift,  the  prefents  that  were  fent 
for  his  ranfom. 

CHAP.  IV. 

He  fails  from  Cozumel ;  enters  the  river  Grijalva ; 
defeats  the  Indians  ;  takes  the  town  of  Tabafco  ; 
obtains  a  great  victory. 

THE  Spaniards,  having  refitted  their  fhip  and 
gained  this  valuable  acquifition,  departed 
from  the  ifland  for  the  fecond  time,  on  the  4th  of 
March  1519,  and  doubling  the  point  of  Catoche, 
which  is  the  moft  eafierly  part  of  Yucatan,  arrived 
in  the  road  of  Champatan,  where  Cortes  dif- 
covered  an  inclination  to  land,  and  chafiife  the  na¬ 
tives  for  the  oppofition  they  had  made  to  Hernan¬ 
dez  de  Cordoua  and  Grijalva ;  but,  being  over¬ 
ruled  by  the  fuggeftions  of  the  pilots,  who  repre- 
fented  that  the  wind  favoured  the  profecution  of 
their  voyage,  and  was  diredtly  contrary  to  their 
landing  in  this  place,  he  purfued  his  cotirfe  until;  he 
reached  the  river  of  Grijalva,  where  there  was  no 
room  for  deliberation;  for,  the  good  treatment 
which  the  Spaniards  had  formerly  received  from  hie 
Indians  of  Tabafco,  and  the  gold  brought  from 
thence,  were  motives  not  to  be  refilled.  He  there¬ 
fore  made  a  difpofition  for  entering  the  river, 
leaving  his  larger  veffels  at  anchor  without,  and 
embarking  his  foldiers  on  board  of  the  finaller  and 
the  boats ;  and,  in  the  order  formerly  obferved  by 
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Grijalva,  began  to  ftem  the  current,  when  he  per™ 
ceived  both  Tides  of  the  river  covered  with  canoes 
full  of  armed  Indians,  fupported  by  feveral  bodies 
on  fhore.  Gueffing,  from  their  outcries  and  gefti- 
culations,  that  their  intent  was  hoffile,  he  fent 
Aguilar  as  interpreter,  in  a  canoe,  with  offers  of 
peace,  which  being  rejected  with  infolence,  he  re- 
folved  to  chaflife  them  for  their  prefumption,  altho’ 
his  revenge  would  delay  his  grand  project  of  pene¬ 
trating  at  once  into  the  territories  of  Motezuma. 

Night  being  at  hand,  he  thought' proper  to  lie 
by  till  day,  and  in  the  mean  time  ordered  his  fol- 
diers  to  put  on  their  quilted  coats,  to  tranfport  the 
artillery  into  the  fmall  vefTels,  and  make  all  the  ne- 
cefTary  preparations  for  an  engagement.  Day  no 
focner  appeared,  than  his  vefTels,  being  ranged  in 
the  figure  of  an  half  moon,  advanced  flowly  to¬ 
wards  the  Indians,  who  waited  their'  approach  in 
the  fame  order  ;  and  Cortes,  hill  loth  to  fhed  the 
blood  of  thofe  ignorant  fay  ages,  fent  Aguilar  a 
fecond  time  with  propofals  of  amity  and  peace,  to 
which  they  made  no  anfwer,  but,  giving  the  fignal 
for  the  attack,  rowed  down  with  great  expedition 
by  favour  of  the  current,  until  they  wTere  near 
enough  to  ufe  their  arrows,  of  which  they  difchar- 
ged  fuch  a  number  both  from  the  canoes  and  banks 
of  the  river,  that  the  Spaniards  were  very  much 
embarafied  in  their  endeavours  to  cover  themfelves. 
Neverthelefs,  having  fufrained  the  charge,  they  re¬ 
turned  it  with  fuch  intereft,  that  the  canoes  quickly 
left  the  paflage  free,  and  many  Indians,  intimidated 
by  the  death  of  their  companions,  flung  themfelves 
into  the  river.  The  Spanifh  vefTels  approached 
the  fhore,  in  a  marfhy  place  covered  with  brambles, 
where  the  Indians  lay  in  ambufh,  and  renewed  the 
attack  with  great  fury ;  notwithffanding  which, 
Cortes  made  his  point  good,  and  having  formed 
his  battalion  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  whole  numbers 
7  continually 
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continually  increafed,  he  ordered  Alonzo  Davila 
to  advance  with  an  hundred  foldiers  through  the 
wood,  and  take  poflefliori  of  the  town  of  Tabafco, 
which,  according  to  the  information  of  thofe  who 
had  been  in  the  former  expeditions,  was  not  far 
from  the  place  of  adfion.  This  officer  being  de¬ 
tached,  Cortes  at  the  head  of  his  troops  attacked 
that  vaft  multitude,  and  though  he  was  obliged  to 
fight  up  to  the  knees  in  mud,  where  he  loft  one  of 
his  own  fhoes,  he  put  the  favages  to  flight,  and 
they  inftantly  difappeared,  tho’  with  intention  to 
defend  their  town,  as  by  this  time  they  had  difco- 
vered  the  march  of  Davila.  But,  before  he  got  up, 
Cortes  reached  Tabafco,  which  was  fortified  with 
large  trunks  of  trees  fixed  in  the  ground  like  pali- 
fadoes,  with  interftices  for  the  convenience  of 
fhooting  arrows :  and  at  the  extremity  of  the 
circle,  one  line  covered  the  other,  forming  a  nar¬ 
row  winding  lane,  in  which  were  two  or  three 
block-houfes  of  wood  that  filled  up  the  paflage. 
Cortes,  being  joined  by  Davila,  whole  march  had 
been  retarded  by  marfhes  and  lakes,  diftributed 
among  the  men  proper  inftruments  for  breaking 
down  the  palifadoes,  and,  drawing  his  fword,  led 
them  on  to  the  attack.  Having  received  a  fhower 
of  arrows  on  their  fhields,  they  advanced  to  the 
fortification,  and,  difcharging  their  fire-arms  and 
crofs-bows  through  the  interftices,  quickly  drove 
the.  enemy  backwards,  fo  as  to  be  at  liberty  to  de- 
molifh  the  palifadoes.  Then  entering  without  dif¬ 
ficulty,  they  found  the  Indians  formed  behind  bar- 
ricadoes  in  the  ftreets  ;  but  they  were  fo  emba- 
rafled  by  their  own  numbers,  that  their  refiftance 
had  little  or  no  effedf.  They  made  their  laft  ef¬ 
fort  in  an  open  fpace  about  the  center  of  the  town, 
from  whence,  however,  they  were  foon  repulfed, 
and  fled  to  the  woods  in  great  diforder  ;  and  Cortes 
would  not  follow  the  purfuit,  that  his  men  might 
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have  time  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  the  fugitives 
an  opportunity  to  fue  for  peace.  In  this  manner 
did  the  Spaniards  make  themfelves  mailers  of  Ta- 
bafco,  which  was  well  ftored  with  provifions,  tho5 
the  Indians  had  removed  their  families  and  effedls; 
and  the  conqueft  did  not  coll  the  life  of  one  Chrifti- 
an,  yet  fourteen  or  fifteen  were  wounded  :  where¬ 
as  the  Indians  loft  a  confiderable  number.  The 
troops  were  lodged  that  night  in  three  temples,  and 
tho’  next  day  the  country  appeared  quite  deferred, 
and  not  the  leaft  fign  of  an  enemy  appeared,  every 
place  being  filent  and  folitary,  Kernan  began  to 
be  fufpicious  of  this  ftillnefs ;  and  his  apprehen- 
iions  were  confirmed,  when  he  underftood  that 
Melchior  his  interpreter,  who  came  from  Cuba, 
had  deferred  to  the  barbarians,  and  doubtlefs  dif- 
covered  the  fmall  number  of  the  Spaniards.  In 
this  interval,  he  detached,  by  different  routs,  Pedro 
de  Alvarado,  and  Francifco  de  Lugo,  each  having 
an  hundred  men,  to  view  the  country,  wiih  orders 
to  retire  if  they  fhould  find  any  army  in  the  field. 
Francifco  de  Lugo,  after  an  hour’s  march,  fell  into 
an  ambufcade,  and  was  attacked  on  all  Tides  with 
fuch  fury,  that  he  was  obliged  to  form  his  fmall 
body  into  an  hollow  fquare,  and  muft  certainly  have 
been  overpowered  by  the  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
had  not  Alvarado  heard  the  report  of  the  fire-arms 
and  haftened  to  his  aftiftance,  after  having  detached 
an  Indian  of  Cuba  to  apprize  Cortes  of  his  fitu~ 
ation.  Perceiving,  as  he  advanced,  the  diftrefs  of 
de  Lugo,  whofe  men  were  by  this  time  quite  fa¬ 
tigued,  he  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  fuch  refolu- 
tion,  that  they  fled  in  the  utmoft  confternation  at 
this  unexpedled  attack.  Yet,  when  they  recover¬ 
ed  of  their  furprize,  they  formed  again,  in  or¬ 
der  to  obftrudl:  the  retreat  of  the  two  captains, 
who  being  joined,  and  a  little  refrefhed  with  reft, 
were  obliged  to  cut  their  wav  through  a  vaft  multi¬ 
tude 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.  201 

tude  of  barbarians,  that  rolled  forwards  and  back- 
wards  like  the  waves  of  the  fea,  until  Cortes  ap¬ 
peared  at  a  diftance  marching  to  the  relief  of  his 
men  ;  then  the  Indians  difperfed,  leaving  the  field 
free  to  the  Spaniards,  eleven  of  whom  were  wound¬ 
ed,  and  of  thefe  two  died  ;  and  this,  at  that  time, 
was  counted  a  very  confiderable  loft. 

Some  prifoners  that  were  taken,  being  examined 
feparately  by  Jerom  de  Aguilar,  agreed  in  affirming 
that  all  the  caciques  of  the  neighbouring  countries 
were  fummoned  to  the  affiftance  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Tabafco,  and  that  next  day  a  very  powerful 
army  would  take  the  field,  to  deftroy  the  Spaniards 
at  once.  In  confequence  of  this  intelligence,  Cor¬ 
tes,  calling  a  council  of  his  captains,  communicated 
what  he  had  learned,  and  defired  their  advice,  after 
he  had  reprefented  the  weaknefs  and  ignorance  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  ill  coniequence  of  turning  their 
backs  upon  the  barbarians,  who  would  not  fail  to 
report  fuch  a  difgraceful  flep,  and  infpire  a  contempt 
of  them  in  that  country  to  which  they  were  going. 
AH  the  officers  agreeing  that  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiary  to  ftay  and  fubdue  thefe  people,  Cortes  or¬ 
dered  the  wounded  men  to  be  carried  on  board,  the 
horfes  to  be  landed,  the  artillery  to  be  in  readinefs, 
and  every  thing  in  order  by  next  morning,  which 
was  the  feaft  of  the  Annunciation.  At  day-break 
the  men  heard  mafs,  then  giving  the  command  of 
the  infantry  to  Diego  de  Ordaz,  he  himfelf  and 
the  other  commanders  mounted  on  horfeback,  and 
marched  with  the  artillery,  which  moved  but  flowly, 
becaufe  the  ground  was  boggy  and  uneven,  until 
arriving  at  a  place  called  Cinthla,  about  the  diftance 
of  a  league  from  their  quarters,  they  defcried  afar 
off  the  Indian  army,  fo  numerous  and  extenfive, 
that  the  eye  could  not  take  it  in.  As  the  art  of 
war  is  almoft  the  fame  in  all  the  nations  of  New 
Spain,  we  fhall  now  defcribe  the  Indian  manner  of 
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marching  and  engaging,  by  which  the  reader  will 
have  a  idea  of  their  appearance  through  the  whole 
of  this  conqueft. 

Their  chief  weapons  are  bows  and  arrows,  the 
bow-firings  being  made  of  finews  of  beafls,  or 
thongs  of  deer  fkin  twilled,  and  their  arrows,  for 
want  of  iron,  headed  with  bones ;  they  ufe  like- 
wife  a  kind  of  javelin,  which  fometimes  they  throw, 
and  fometimes  manage  as  a  pike,  together  with 
long  two-handed  fwords  of  wood  edged  with  flints : 
fome  of  the  lirongeft  weild  clubs  pointed  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  many  fling  {tones  with  great 
force  and  dexterity.  T  heir  defenfive  arms,  which 
are  worn  by  none  but  commanders  and  perfons  of 
diflindtion,  con  fill  of  quilted  cotton  coats,  ill-fitted 
breaft- plates  and  ihields  of  wood  or  tortoife-fhell, 
adorned  with  plates  of  metal.  T'he  generality  of 
them  are  naked,  their  faces  and  bodies  being  paint¬ 
ed  in  various  colours,  in  order  to  flrike  terror  into 
their  enemies  $  and  their  heads  adorned  with  plumes 
of  feathers,  raifed  up  in  the  form  of  crowns,  to 
make  them  appear  taller  than  they  really  are.  Their 
warlike  inftruments  are  pipes  of  large  cane,  conch- 
Ihells,  and  drums  made  of  the  trunk  of  a  tree  hol¬ 
lowed,  which  being  beaten  with  a  flick,  yield  -a 
very  difagreeable  found.  Their-  battalions  are 
formed  without  any  order,  they  have  a  body  of 
jeferve  to  anfwer  all  emergencies,  and  they  attack 
with  great  fury  and  precipitation,  making  hideous 
outcries  to  terrify  their  adverfaries.  Not  but  that 
they  are  divided  into  companies,  commanded  by 
their  refpedtive  officers,  who  cannot,  however, 
govern  them  in  an  engagement,  during  which, 
they  obey  nothing  but  the  didfates  of  rage  or 
horror  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  they  are  equally 
apt  to  charge  and  run  away.. 

Such  was  the  army,  or  rather  inundation  of  In¬ 
dians  that  now  poured  upon  the  Spaniaxds*  whom 
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Cortes  ported  under  the  fhelter  of  a  rifing-  ground 
that  covered  the  rear,  and  having  placed  the  artil¬ 
lery  to  the  greateft  advantage,  he  advanced  with 
his  fifteen  horfe  into  the  center  of  a  wood,  from 
whence  he  meant  to  Tally,  and  flank  the  enemy  as 
occafion  fhould  require. 

The  Indians,  having  marched  up  within  a  proper 
dirtance,  fhot  their  arrows,  and  then  attacked  with 
fuch  ferocity  and  expedition,  that  the  Spaniards,  find¬ 
ing  their  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  unable  to  flop 
their  progrefs,  had  recourfe  to  their  fwords,  which 
foon  rtnoked  with  flaughter  ;  and  as  the  enemy 
prefled  on,  the  artillery  deftroyed  them  by  whole 
companies :  yet  they  continued  obrtinate  or  rather 
defperate  in  their  aflauit,  concealing  the  damage 
they  fuftered,  by  clofing  after  the  ball  was  part, 
and  drowning  the  groans  and  lamentations  of  the 
wounded  by  dreadful  outcries.  Diego  de  Ordaz, 
repairing  to  every  part  where  his  prefence  was  re¬ 
quired,  acquitted  bimfelf  as  a  valiant  foldier  and  ju¬ 
dicious  captain  ;  but  fuch  was  the  number  of  the 
foe,  that  his  men  could  hardly  ftand  their  ground, 
when  Cortes  fuddenlyrufhing  from  the  wood,  broke 
through  the  thickert  of  their  battalions,  doing  in¬ 
finite  execution  with  his  horfe,  the  very  fight  of 
which  terrified  the  Indians,  who,  feeling  themfelves 
wounded  and  trodden  under  foot  by  fuch  dreadful 
monfters,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fled  with 
precipitation.  Diego  de  Ordaz  being  fenfible  of  what 
was  adfing,  from  the  weak  refiftance  of  their  van, 
which  now  began  to  face  about,  advanced  with  his 
infantry,  and  charged  this  huge  body  with  fuch  re- 
folution,  that  he  foon  forced  his  way  to  the  place 
which  Cortes  and  his  captains  had  cleared  of  the 
enemy,  who  retreated  in  good  order,  making  a  run¬ 
ning  fight,  until  the  Spaniards  overcook  them,  and 
then  they  fled  in  the  utmort  confufion,  leaving 
above  eight  hundred  dead  upon  the  fpot.  In  ob- 
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taining  this  vi&ory  over  forty  thoufand  Indians* 
two  Spaniards  were  killed,  and  feventy  wounded : 
fo  that,  in  fpite  of  envy,  the  adlion  was  truly  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  honour  which  was  afterwards  done  it,  by 
building  a  church  in  commemoration  of  it,  dedica¬ 
ted  to  the  Lady  of  Vi  dory,  a  name  likewife  bellow¬ 
ed  on  the  firft  town  which  the  Spaniards  built  in 
that  province. 


CHAP.  V. 

He  makes  peace  with  the  cacique ;  receives  Donna  Ma¬ 
rina  in  a  prefent ;  reimbarks  ;  coajis  along  to  the 
wejlward  ;  arrives  at  St.  Juan  de  Ulna. 

EXT  day,  Cortes  ordered  two  or  three  In¬ 
dian  officers,  who  were  prifoners,  to  be 
ght  before  him,  and  perceiving  their  terror  by 
their  countenances,  received  them  courteoufly,  and 
fet  them  at  liberty,  after  having  prefented  them  with 
feme  trifles.  This  piece  of  humanity  had  fuch  an 
effed,  that  in  a  few  hours  feveral  Indians  came  to 
the  quarters,  leaded  with  Indian  wheat,  fowls,  and 
other  provilions,  as  a  prefent  from  the  principal  ca¬ 
cique  ofTabafco,  who  by  thefe  ambaffadors  made 
propofais  of  peace;  but  Jerom  de  Aguilar  obferv- 
ing  that  thefe  were  mean  perfons,  and  that  the  cuf- 
tom  was  to  fend  people  of  the  firft  rank  upon  fuch 
occafions,  Cortes,  tho’  very  defirous  of  peace,  would 
not  admit  them  to,  his  prefence,  but  fent  them  back 
to  their  cacique,  with  a  meflage,  importing,  that 
if  he  defired  his  friendlhip,  he  muff  fend  perfons  of 
greater  account  to  follicit.  The  Indian  chief,  be¬ 
ing  fenfible  of  his  error,  fent  next  day  thirty  of 
his  principal  men,  adorned  with  their  plumes  and 
jewels,  and  followed  by  a  train  of  Indians,  who  car¬ 
ried  another  prefent  to  the  Chrilfian  general.  Cor¬ 
tes  believing  it  was  necelfary,  on  this  cccafion,  to 

lay 


brou 


"THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.  20 5 

lay  afide  his  natural  affability,  affumed  a  grave  and 
fevere  afpedt ;  and,  being  attended  by  his  officers, 
gave  audience  to  thofe  ambaffadors,  who  having 
firft  perfumed  him  with  great  fubmiffion,  made  an 
apology  for  the  war,  and  fued  for  peace  with  the 
moft  earneft  entreaties:  Having  liftened  with  an 
affe&ed  referve,  he  explained  the  caufe  he  had  to 
be  difpleafed  at  their  condudt,  and  then  condefcend- 
ing  to  grant  their  requeft,  prefented  them  with  a 
few  baubles,  fo  that  they  returned  extremely  well 
fatisfied  with  the  iffue  of  their  negotiation.  Cortes 
was  afterwards  vifited  by  the  cacique  in  perfon,  at¬ 
tended  by  all  his  officers  and  relations,  and  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  prefent  of  cotton-cloths,  plumes,  and  fome 
pieces  of  low  gold,  of  admirable  workmanfhip.  He 
was  received  with  open  arms,  and  peace  being  re- 
eftablifhed,  he,  to  fhow  his  confidence  in  Hernan, 
ordered  his  fubjedts  to  return  with  their  families  to 
Tabafco,  and  obey  the  Chriftians  in  everything 
they  fhould  command.  Next  day  he  returned  with 
a  prefent  of  Indian  women  to  ferve  the  Chriftians, 
in  dreffing  all  forts  of  victuals,  and  making  bread 
of  Indian  wheat:  among  thefe  was  one  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  beauty,  who  was  afterwards  baptized  by  the 
name  of  Marina,  and  proved  very  ferviceable  in  the 
conqueft  of  Mexico,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  fequel. 
It  was  now  that  Cortes  told  the  cacique  and  his 
chiefs,  that  he  was  fubjedf,  and  officer  of  a  moft 
powerful  prince,  to  whom,  if  they  would  become 
iubje  £ls,  he  would  make  them  happy,  and  convert 
them  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  of  which  they  were 
at  prefent  utterly  ignorant.  The  Indians  anfwered, 
that  they  fhould  think  themfelves  happy  in  obeying 
a  monarch,  whofe  greatnefs  and  power  appeared  fo 
confpicuous  in  the  valour  of  his  fubjecfts:  but,  in 
the  article  of  religion,  they  were  more  refer ved, 
and  feemed  much  more  inclined  to  worfhip  a  new 
deity,  than  to  forfake  any  of  their  own  gods. 
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The  pilots  now  preffed  the  departure  of  the  fleet, 
which  might  be  endangered  by  a  longer  flay  in  that 
place ;  and  Palm-funday  being  the  day  appointed  for 
embarking,  Cortes  ordered  an  altar  to  be  raifed, 
and  covered  with  boughs  in  form  of  a  chapel,  where 
he  intended  to  celebrate  that  fedival  before  he  fhould 
go  on  board.  Mean  while  the  Indians  affided  his 
men  in  all  things  with  the  mod:  officious  diligence, 
the  cacique  with  his  chaplains  always  attending  the 
Spanifh  general;  and  on  Sunday  morning,  the 
boughs  being  bleffed  with  the  ufual  folemnity,  were 
dihributed  among  the  foldiers,  who  marched  in  pro- 
ceffionj  with  fuch  marks  of  modedy  and  devotion, 
as  very  deeply  aftedled  the  Indian  fpedlators,  who 
exclaimed  in  their  own  language,  46  This  mud  be 
is*  a  great  God,  to  whom  fuch  valiant  men  pay  fo 
64  much  refpedA.”  Mafs  being  fung,  Cortes  took 
leave  of  his  Indian  friends,  after  having  confirmed 
the  peace  in  the  mod  folemn  manner  :  and  next  day 
fetting  fail,  coaded  along  to  the  wedward,  till  he 
came  in  fight  of  the  province  of  Guazacoalco,  and 
had  a  view  of  the  ifland  of  facrifices.  Without 
flaying  to  put  in  at  Rio  de  Banderas,  he  continued 
his  courfe,  and  cn  MaunJay  Thurfday,  at  noon, 
arrived  at  St.  Juan  de  UJua,  where  he  no  fooner 
came  to  an  anchor  between  the  ifland  and  the  main, 
than  he  faw  two  large  canoes,  called  piraguas,  com¬ 
ing  towards  the  fhips,  with  Indians  in  them,  from 
the  neighbouring  coad :  when  they  were  within  a 
fmall  difhnce  of  the  admiral,  they  began  to  fpeak 
in  a  language  which  Aguilar  did  not  underdand,  a 
circumdance  that  very  much  chagrined  Cortes,  who 
forefaw  that  the  want  of  an  interpreter  would  be  a 
great  obdacle  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprize.  The 
Indian  woman,  whom  we  fhall  henceforth  call  Don¬ 
na  Marina,  gueffing  his  concern  by  his  looks,  told 
Aguilar,  in  the  Yucatan  tongue,  that  thofe  people 
fpoke  the  Mexican  language,  and  defired  audience 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.  207 

of  the  general,  on  the  part  of  the  governor  of  that 
province  ;  and  Cortes,  overjoyed  to  find  (he  under- 
flood  their  meaning,  defired  them  to  come  on  board 
and  deliver  their  meflage.  This  woman,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  report,  was  daughter  of  a  cacique,  had 
been  by  fome  accident  in  life  carried  away  in  her 
youth,  to  a  place  upon  the  confines  of  Yucatan, 
kept  by  a  Mexican  garrifon,  where  fhe  learn¬ 
ed  the  language  of  that  people,  and  afterwards,  < 
either  by  fale  or  the  fate  of  war,  became  Have  to 
the  cacique  of  Tabafco,  who  made  a  prefent  of  her 
to  Cortes,  and  he  confirmed  her  in  his  interefi,  by 
making  her  his  concubine.  She  was  a  perfon  of 
rare  endowments,  in  a  little  time  learned  the  Cafti- 
lian  tongue,  and  bore  a  fon  to  the  conqueror  of 
Mexico,  who  was  called  Don  Martin  Cortes,  and 
created  a  knight  of  St.  Jago,  in  confideration  of  the 
nobility  of  his  mother’s  birth.  This  lady,  tho’  not 
as  yet  acquainted  with  the  language  of  Spain,  inter¬ 
preted  to  Aguilar,  in  the  Yucatan  tongue,  what 
the  Mexicans  faid,  and  he  imparted  it  to  Cortes  in 
the  Caftilian.  By  means  of  this  double  interpre¬ 
tation,  they  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  Pilpatoe 
governor,  and  Teutile  captain-general  of  that  pro¬ 
vince  for  the  emperor  Moteznma,  fent  them  to  learn 
his  intention  upon  the  coafi,  and  to  offer  what  af- 
fiftance  he  fhould  want  for  the  profecution  of  his 
voyage.  Cortes  having  prefented  them  with  a  few 
baubles,  and  treated  them  with  a  Spanifh  collation, 
told  them,  he  came  as  a  friend,  and  would  meet  the 
two  governors,  from  whom  he  hoped  to  receive 
the  fame  civility  which  had  been  experienced  by 
fome  of  his  nation  the  preceeding  year. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

He  lands  and  puts  his  men  under  cover ;  gives  audience 
to  two  Mexican  officers ;  fends  a  prefent  to  Mote - 
%uma  ;  receives  a  meffagefrom  that  prince . 

NEXT  day,  in  the  morning,  being  Good-Fri- 
day,  the  Spaniards  being  landed  with  their 
horfes  and  artillery,  Cortes  ordered  the  foldiers  to 
cut  fafcines  and  fortify  their  camp,  within  which 
was  built  a  fufflcient  number  of  huts  or  barracks,  to 
fhelter  them  from  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  fun  ;  and 
in  a  little  time  they  were  all  under  cover;  for  Teu- 
lile  fent  to  their  afliflance  a  great  number  of  Indi¬ 
ans,  who  were  of  great  fervice  in  cutting  flakes 
with  their  flinty  tools,  and  afterwards  in  driving  and 
interweaving  them  with  boughs  and  leaves  of  palm- 
trees.  They  likewife  brought  plenty  of  provifions 
and  fome  cotton  cloths  to  cover  the  barracks  in 
which  the  officers  lodged.  This  civility  on  the 
part  of  Teutile,  who  with  a  confiderabie  body  of 
troops  was  employed  in  eflablifhing  the  dominion 
of  Motezuma  in  fome  places  newly  conquered,  was 
in  a  good  meafure  owing  to  the  terror  created  among 
the  Indians  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  Spaniards  at  Ta- 
bafco,  againtl  fuch  a  vaft  army  of  their  countrymen. 

Cortes,  notwithflanding  his  friendly  intercourfe 
with  the  natives,  flill  kept  himfelf  upon  his  guard, 
and  nothing  extraordinary  happened  till  Eafler-day 
in  the  morning,  when  he  was  vifited  by  Teutile 
and  Pilpatoe,  attended  by  a  very  great  retinue,  and 
Hernan  received  them  with  equal  flate,  lurrounded 
by  his  officers  and  foldiers.  The  firfl  compliments 
being  pall,  he  conduced  them  to  a  great  barrack 
that  ferved  as  a  chapel,  it  being  the  hour  of  divine 
fervice,  and  mafs  was  celebrated  with  all  poflible 
folemnity,  to  the  aflonifhment  of  the  Indians,  which 
indeed  bad  all  the  air  of  devotion.  After  the  wor- 
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fhip,  they  returned  to  the  general’s  quarters,  where 
they  were  entertained  with  great  plenty  and  often- 
tation ;  and  the  rep  aft  being  ended,  Cortes,  by  his 
interpreters  told  them,  that  his  errand  was  to  treat 
with  the  emperor  Motezuma,  on  the  part  of  Don 
Carlos  of  Auftria,  monarch  of  the  eaft,  touching 
affairs  of  great  importance,  not  only  to  his  own 
perfon  and  eftate,  but  likewife  to  the  welfare  of 
his  fubjedts ;  for  which  reafon  it  was  neceffary  that 
he  (Cortes)  fhould  appear  before  his  royal  prefence, 
to  which  he  hoped  he  fhould  be  admitted,  with  all 
the  civility  and  refpedf  due  to  the  greatnefs  of  the 
king  whofe  minifter  he  was. 

His  guefts,  hearing  this  declaration,  changed  coun¬ 
tenance,  and,  before  they  returned  an  anfwer,  or¬ 
dered  their  Indians  to  bring  in  a  prefent  of  provi- 
fions,  fine  cloths,  feathers  of  various  colours,  and 
a  great  box  containing  divers  pieces  of  gold  cuii- 
oufiy  wrought  :  then,  turning  to  Cortes,  Teutile 
begged  he  would  accept  that  fmall  prefent  from  two 
ilaves  of  Motezuma,  who  had  orders  to  entertain 
fuch  ftrangers  as  fhould  come  upon  the  coalt  :  but 
he  defired  he  would  not  think  of  profecuting  his 
defign,  for  it  would  be  no  eafy  matter  to  fpeak  with 
their  prince ;  and  he  advifed  him  as  a  friend  to  de- 
fift,  before  experience  lhould  make  him  fenfible  of 
the  danger  attending  fuch  an  enterprize.  Cortes  re¬ 
plied,  with  fome  warmth,  that  minifters  ought  not 
to  take  upon  themfelves  to  advife  in  fuch  cafes, 
without  exprefs  order;  that  their  hiffmefs  was  to 
inform  Motezuma  of  his  arrival,  his  embaffy,  and 
his  determined  refolution  to  fee  him  :  for  he  would 
never  leave  the  country  with  difhonour  to  the  king 
whom  he  reprefented. 

The  Indian  chiefs,  confounded  at  his  boldnefs, 
earneftly  entreated  him  to  continue  in  his  quarters, 
until  the  return  of  a  meffenger  from  Motezuma, 
and  in  the  mean  time  they  would  fupply  him  with 
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all  things  neceflfary  for  the  fupport  of  his  foldiers. 
During  this  conference,  fome  Mexican  painters 
were  employed  in  drawing  upon  cotton  cloths,  which 
they  had  brought  ready  primed  for  the  purpofe,  the 
fhips,  foldiers,  arms,  horfes  and  artillery,  by  way 
of  information  to  Motezuma  :  for  they  knew  not 
the  ufe  of  letters ;  and  this  was  the  only  method  they 
had  of  tranfmitting  ideas  without  the  help  of  fpeech* 
To  render  their  defcriptions  more  intelligible,  they 
placed  here  and  there  certain  characters  that  feemed 
to  explain  the  picture,  which  was  not  at  all  con¬ 
temptible,  either  for  colouring  or  defign :  and  in  this 
manner  they  preferved  the  remembrance  of  antiqui¬ 
ties,  and  handed  down  to  pofterity  the  annals  of 
their  kings. 

Cortes  perceiving  their  work,  and  being  inform¬ 
ed  of  their  intention,  obferved  that  thofe  flill  ima¬ 
ges  wanted  aCtion,  to  exprefs  the  valour  of  his  fol¬ 
diers,  and  therefore  ordered  his  men  to  be  exercifed, 
and  the  artillery  loaded,  while  he  and  his  captains, 
mounting  their  horfes,  began  to  fkrmifh  in  a  mar¬ 
tial  manner,  to  the  amazement  of  the  Indians,  who 
feeing  fuch  fierce  animals  lo  obedient  to  their  riders, 
thought  there  was  fomething  fupernatural  in  thofe 
who  could  manage  them  with  fo  much  eafe  and  dex¬ 
terity  ;  but  when,  in  confequence  of  a  ngnal,  fir  ft 
the  fmall  arms  were  fired,  and  then  the  artillery  dif- 
charged,  they  were  fo  confounded  and  difmayed 
at  the  noife,  the  fire  and  the  fmoke,  that  fome  fell 
down  upon  the  ground,  others  fled  in  the  utmoft 
fear,  and  thofe  who  flay'd  were  fixed  to  the  fpot 
with  terror  and  admiration.  Cortes  immediately 
diillpated  their  apprehenflon,  by  alluring  them  that 
thefe  were  only  diverflons  from  which  they  would 
receive  no  injury;  upon  which  the  painters  began 
to  reprefent  the  Spaniards  drawn  up,  the  horfes  in 
the  attitudes  of  their  exercife,  and  the  artillery  fpew- 
ing  forth  fire  and  fmoke  ;  while  Hernan  recondud- 

ed 
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ed  the  two  governors  to  his  barrack,  where  he 
gave  them  feme  fmall  Spanifh  jewels,  and  prepared 
a  prefent  for  Motezuma,  confifling  of  feveral  polifh- 
ed  mirrours,  an  holland  fhirt,  a  cap  of  crimfon  vel¬ 
vet,  adorned  with  a  gold  medal,  and  a  tapeflry 
chair,  which  the  Indians  looked  upon  as  a  fit  pre¬ 
fent  for  an  emperor. 

Teutile  and  Piipatoe,  feemingly  well  pleafed  with 
this  inflance  of  the  Spaniards  magnificence,  took 
their  leave  j  and,  retiring  to  a  fmall  dillance,  held  a 
confultation,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that  Piipatoe 
fhould  remain  in  that  place  to  obferve  the  adlions  of 
the  Grangers,  and  immediately  his  men  began  to 
build  barracks,  fo  that  in  a  few  hours  a  confiderable 
village  appeared  upon  the  plain  ;  and  that  this  flep 
might  not  give  umbrage,  he  fent  to  inform  Cortes, 
that  his  reafon  for  flaying  there  was,  that  he  might 
beat  hand  to  take  care  of  his  entertainment,  and  fup- 
ply  his  troops  with  provifions.  Tho5  Hernan  guef- 
fed  their  real  intention,  he  connived  at  their  diffirnu- 
lation,  from  which  he  drew  fuch  advantages ;  for, 
the  fear  of  being  detedled  rendered  them  more  punc¬ 
tual  in  furnifhing  him  with  all  neceffaiies.  As  for 
Teutile,  he  proceeded  to  his  own  quarters,  from 
whence  he  difpatched  mefiengers  to  Motezuma, 
with  an  account  of  what  had  happened,  the  pictures 
that  were  drawn  by  his  order,  and  the  prefent  of 
Cortes,  defiring  further  orders  with  all  expedition. 
The  king  of  Mexico  was  provided  with  a  great 
number  of  couriers,  diftributed  along  the  princi¬ 
pal  roads,  chofen  from  the  fwiftefl  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  bred  up  to  that  occupation  from  their 
childhood.  Rewards  were  allotted  out  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  trealury  to  thofe  who  firfl  arrived  at  the  appoint¬ 
ed  place  ;  their  chief  fchool  was  the  principal  temple 
of  Mexico,  where  the  idol  flood,  on  the  top  of  an 
hundred  and  twenty  flone  fleps,  and  the  reward 
was  adjudged  to  him  who  firfl  arrived  at  its  feet. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  couriers  Were  relieved  at  every  town,  like 
our  poft-horfes,  and  made  the  greater  fpeed,  becaufe 
each  was  fucceeded  by  afiother  before  he  was  tired, 
fo  that  the  velocity  of  their  career  never  flagged. 
Of  this  there  can  be  no  better  demonftration  than 
the  return  of  the  anfwer  from  Mexico,  which  ar¬ 
rived  in  feven  days,  tho’  the  diftance  by  the  fhortefl 
road,  from  that  city  to  Juan  de  Ulua,  amounts  to 
fixty  leagues.  Motezuma’s  meflage  was  brought 
by  Teutile,  to  the  Spanifh  quarters,  together  with  a 
prefent  from  that  prince,  which  loaded  the  fhoudders 
of  an  hundred  Indians,  confifting  of  very  fine  cot¬ 
ton  robes,  a  quantity  of  plumes  and  curiofities 
made  of  feathers,  fo  artificially  difpofed  as  to  repre¬ 
sent  natural  figures  with  the  moft  beautiful  imita¬ 
tion,  a  great  number  of  bows,  arrows,  and  targets, 
a  large  plate  of  embofied  gold  reprefenting  the  fun, 
another  of  filver  exhibiting  the  moon,  and  a  confi- 
derable  ilore  of  precious  ftones,  collars  of  gold,  rings, 
pendants,  and  other  ornaments  of  the  fame  metal, 
in  the  forms  of  birds  and  beafts,  of  admirable  work- 
manfhip.  Thefe  articles  being  difplayed  in  order, 
upon  matts  made  of  palm-tree  leaves,  Teutile,  turn¬ 
ing  to  Cortes,  told  him  by  the  interpreters,  that  the 
great  emperor  Motezuma  had  fent  him  thefe  things 
in  return  for  his  prefent,  and  as  a  token  of  his  re¬ 
gard  for  his  monarch  ;  but  that  it  was  neither  con¬ 
venient  nor  poflible  for  him,  at  that  time,  to  admit 
him  to  his  court.  This  refufal  Teutile  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  foften,  by  reprefenting  the  badnefs  of  the  roads, 
and  the  favage  nature  of  the  Indians,  who  would 
take  up  arms  to  obfirudl  his  march  :  but  Hernan, 
who  would  not  be  fo  eafily  repulfed,  received  the 
prefent  with  marks  of  great  refpedf,  and  anfwered, 
in  a  refolute  tone,  that  how  loth  foever  he  might  be 
to  be  wanting  in  obedience  to  Motezuma,  he  could 
not  dilhonour  his  king  fo  much,  as  to  return  with¬ 
out  having  fulfilled  his  orders  $  and  therefore  he  was 

obliged 
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obliged  to  Infift  upon  being  admitted  to  an  audi¬ 
ence.  He  then  difmifled  them  with  another  pre- 
fent,  promifing  to  wait  a  certain  time  in  that  place 
for  Motezuma ’s  fecond  anfwer  to  his  demand  ;  and 
alluring  them  he  fhould  be  very  much  concerned  at 
being  obliged  to  advance  farther  without  his  per- 
million.  In  this  interval,  he  ordered  Francifco  de 
Montejo  to  cruize  for  ten  days,  with  two  veflels, 
along  the  coaft,  in  the  fame  courfe  he  had  followed 
the  year  before  with  Grijalva,  to  take  a  view  of 
the  towns  without  landing,  to  fearch  for  fome  har¬ 
bour  or  bay  in  which  the  fleet  might  be  better  fhel- 
tered  from  the  north  winds  than  in  its  prefent  ri¬ 
ding,  and  to  look  out  for  a  piece  of  ground  where 
the  men  could  be  more  comfortably  lodged  than  in 
their  firft  quarters,  which,  being  on  a  fandy  foil,  ex¬ 
po  fed  them  to  the  reflected  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the 
perfecution  of  mofquitoes  or  gnats,  which  were  ex¬ 
tremely  troublefome* 

The  perfeverance  of  Cortes  in  his  demand  in- 
cenfed  Motezuma,  who,  in  the  hrfl:  tranfports  of 
his  wrath,  propofed  to  deftroy  at  once  thofe  info- 
lent  Grangers,  who  prefumed  to  difpute  his  will; 
but,  when  his  paflion  fubfided,  he  changed  his  refo- 
lution,  and  his  rage  was  fuceeeded  by  farrow  and 
confternation :  he  held  private  councils  with  his  mi- 
nifters  and  relations,  public  facriflces  were  made  in 
the  temples,  and  he  difcovered,  in  ail  his  behaviour, 
fuch  marks  of  difturbance  and  confufion,  that  the 
people  began  to  talk,  without  referve,  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  ruin  of  the  empire,  and  of  the  figns  and 
prefages  by  which  it  had  been  foreknown. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP,  vir. 

Motezuma  ts  perplexed  by  the  perfeverance  of  Cortes ,  to 
whom  he  fends  a  fecond  prefent ,  with  an  order  to 
leave  the  coajl.  Hernan  artfully  quiets  the  mur¬ 
murs  of  his  people . 

MEXICO  was  then  in  the  zenith  ofits  glory, 
comprehending  all  the  known  provinces 
and  countries  in  North  America,  and  many  petty 
kings  or  cacique?,  who  were  tributaries  to  Mote¬ 
zuma,  whole  dominions  extended  above  five  hun¬ 
dred  leagues  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  in  fome  places 
two  hundred  from  north  to  fouth,  the  whole  being 
populous,  rich  and  fertile.  This  empire,  from  a 
very  fmall  beginning,  had  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
power  and  greatnefs,  in  the  fpace  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years ;  during  which  the  Mexicans  had 
fubdued  all  their  neighbours.  They  were  firft  go¬ 
verned  by  a  military  chief,  but,  in  the  progrefs  of 
their  conquefts,  they  chofe  a  king,  and  their  choice 
always  fell  upon  the  perfon  of  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
ed  valour,  without  any  other  regard  to  hereditary 
fuccefiion,  than  that  of  preferring  the  blood  royal, 
when  it  was  not  excelled  by  the  merit  of  any  other 
competitor.  At  firft,  juftice  was  the  rule  of  their 
conduct,  but,  as  their  dominion  and  power  increaf- 
ed,  they  degenerated  into  tyranny  and  opprefiion. 

Morezuma,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  and  eleventh 
king  of  Mexico,  w7as  of  the  blood  royal,  and  in  his 
youth  fignalized  himfelf  in  the  war,  fo  as  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  reputation  of  a  valiant  captain,  which  in- 
fpired  him  with  the  ambition  of  afcending  thethrone; 
accordingly,  when  he  returned  to  court,  and  tho’ 
naturally  of  a  furly  difpofttion,  (which  is  implied  by 
his  name)  he  exerted  the  arts  of  popularity,  and  dif* 
fembled  a  zeal  for  religion,  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that, 
when  the  throne  became  vacant,  he  was  unanimouf- 
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ly  eledted  fovereign.  Having  thus  accomplifhed 
his  aim,  he  laid  afide  his  affability,  altered  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  the  court,  compelled  the  nobles  to 
ferve  him  in  the  moft  menial  offices,  and  infpired 
the  people  with  fuch  terror  and  awe,  that  they  durft 
not  look  up  in  his  prefence,  but  confidered  his  per- 
fon  as  facred  and  fupernatural.  His  tyranny  and 
pride  produced  many  rebellions:  but  none  of  the  re- 
volting  provinces  could  withftand  the  power  of  his 
arms,  except  Michoacan,  Tlafcala,  andTebeaea; 
and  thefe  he  faid  he  would  not  fubdue,  becaufe  they 
fupplied  him  with  captives,  for  facrihces  to  his  gods. 
When  Cortes  arrived  on  his  coaft  he  had  reigned 

O 

fourteen  years,  the  laft  of  which  he  palled  in  anxi¬ 
ety  and  confternation  :  for,  immediately  after  Juan 
de  Grijalva’s  expedition,  he  was  terrified  with  por¬ 
tents  and  prodigies,  which  were  fuppofed  to  prefage 
the  ruin  of  his  empire.  A  dreadful  comet  appeared 
in  the  night,  frightful  exhalations  fiafhed  in  the  day, 
the  lake  of  Mexico  overflowed  its  banks  with  great 
impetuofity,  tho’  the  weather  was  calm  and  dry,  and 
the  people  imagined  they  heard  lamentable  voices  in 
the  air,  foretelling  the  end  of  the  monarchy.  The 
Indians  themfelves  related  other  circumffances  more 
afloniihing,  which  feem  to  have  had  no  other  foun¬ 
dation  than  their  own  fear  and  fuperflition.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  thefe  figns  and  portents,  fome  of  which 
were  perhaps  invented  and  magnified  by  the  difaf- 
fedled,  made  very  deep  impreflions  on  the  mind  of 
Motezuma,  and  difmayed  his  coanfellors  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  when  the  fecond  meffage  arrived  from 
Cortes,  they  concluded  themfelves  undone,  and  were 
utterly  diftradted  in  their  opinions.  Some  propofed 
that  the  Grangers  Ihould  be  treated  as  enemies  to 
their  gods  and  to  their  country ;  concluding,  that  the 
portents  were  fent  as  warnings  to  prevent  their  ruin, 
by  putting  them  upon  their  guard :  others,  either 
from  fear  or  moderation,,  were  of  opinion  that  the 

Spaniards 


2 1 6  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

Spaniards  ought  to  be  received  with  reverence  and 
refpeift,  as  creatures  of  an  higher  fpecies,  who  had 
already  given  fuch  fatal  proofs  of  amazing  courage, 
and  invincible  power,  fupported  by  the  thunder  and 
lightening  of  heaven.  Motezuma,  having  heard  their 
debates,  refolved  to  follow  a  middle  courfe,  by  fend¬ 
ing  another  prefent  to  Cortes,  with  a  mefiage,  com¬ 
manding  him  to  leave  the  coaft ;  and,  in  cafe  of  his 
refufal,  to  raife  a  powerful  army,  and  a<ft  againft 
him  with  his  whole  power. 

While  the  court  of  Mexico  was  employed  in 
thefe  deliberations,  Francifco  de  Montejo,  whom 
Cortes  had  fent  to  view  the  coaft,  returned  from 
his  cruize,  having  found,  at  the  diftance  of  fome 
leagues  to  the  northward,  a  town  called  Quiabiftau, 
fituated  in  a  fertile  foil,  well  cultivated,  near  a  large 
bay,  where  the  (hips  could  ride  in  fafety  ;  fo  that 
Hernan  began  to  think  of  removing  his  quarters  to 
that  place,  when  his  refolution  was  for’ the  prefent 
fufpended,  by  the  arrival  of  Teutile  and  his  cap¬ 
tains,  who  came  with  their  little  perfuming  pans, 
burning  gum-copal;  and,  after  the  ceremonies  of  fu¬ 
migation,  produced  Motezuma’s  fecond  prefent, 
confifting  of  the  fame  particulars  that  conftituted  the 
firft,  tho’  in  fmalier  quantity;  together  with  four 
green  ftones  like  emeralds,  to  he  preferred  to  the 
'  king  of  Spain,  as  jewels  of  ineftimable  value.  Thefe 
articles  were  delivered,  with  an  exprefs  injundlion, 
commanding  Cortes  and  his  followers  to  be  gone 
without  delay  :  and  the  Spaniard  ftill  infilling  upon 
making  new  efforts  to  fee  their  monarch  in  perfon, 
Teutile  ffarted  up  with  marks  of  anger  and  con- 
fuffon,  and,  telling  him,  that  hitherto  Motezuma  had 
treated  him  as  a  gueff,  but  that  it  would  be  his 
own  fault  if  he  fhould  find  himfelf  ufed  as  an  ene¬ 
my,  turned  his  back,  without  waiting  for  an  anf- 
wer,  and  went  haffily  away.  Cories,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  abrupt  departure,  ordered  the  guards 

to 
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to  be  doubled,  and  next  day  found  a  confiderable 
alteration,  that  did  not  fail  to  difturb  his  men  ;  for* 
the  Indians  that  ufed  to  fupply  them  with  provifion 
were  gone,  and  not  a  foul  appeared  in  all  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  apprehenfion  of  want  produced  diflktif- 
fadlion  among  the  foldiers,  which  was  fomented  by  . 
fome  friends  of  Diego  Velafquez,  who  infinuated, 
that  Cortes  ambitioufly  purfued  a  rafh  defign,  which 
mu  ft  undoubtedly  end  in  the  deftrudtion  of  himfelf 
and  all  his  followers,  unlefs  they  ftiould  return  to 
Cuba,  to  refit  the  fleet,  and  reinforce  the  army,  fo 
as  to  be  lefs  unequal  to  iuch  an  important  enterprize* 
Cortes  was  not  ignorant  of  their  murmurs,  but  learn- 
ing  from  his  friends  that  the  majority  was  on  his 
fide,  he  (hewed  himfelf  to  the  malecontents,  in  the 
name  of  whom  Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  fome  warmth 
and  difrefpedl  remonn rated,  that,  as  their  force  was 
by  no  means  proportioned  to  the  defign  of  fubdu- 
ing  a  mighty  empire,  it  was  now  high  time  to  re- 
turn  to  Cuba,  where  they  might  be  reinforced  by 
Diego  de  Velafquez,  whole  province  it  was  to  take 
proper  meafures  for  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  enter- 
prize. 

Hernan,  tho’  extremely  provoked  at  the  infolent 
manner  of  this  addrefs,  replied  with  great  compo- 
fure,  that  thofe  who  complained  muft  be  weary  of 
good  fortune  ;  inafmuch  as  they  had  hitherto  met 
with  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  fuccefs,  above  what 
their  warmed:  hopes  could  have  prefaged  ;  witnefs, 
their  profperity  at  Cozumel,  and  their  victory  at 
Tabafco :  neverthelefs,  he  had  no  inclination  to 
put  the  leall  conftraint  upon  his  foldiers,  and,  fince 
they  refufed  to  proceed,  he  would  immediately  pre¬ 
pare  for  their  return  to  Cuba.  After  this  declara¬ 
tion,  which  could  not  fail  to  filence  Diego  de  Or¬ 
daz  and  his  party,  he  actually  published  his  intend¬ 
ed  return,  and  ord  red  the  captains  to  embark  with 
their  refpective  companies,  that  they  might  be  ready 
Vol,  I.  L  to 
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to  fail  next  morning ;  but  while  this  pretended  re- 
folution  was  made  public,  his  emiffaries,  according 
to  the  dire&ions  they  had  received,  began  to  exert 
their  eloquence  among  the  foldiers,  obferving,  with 
affected  warmth,  that  they  had  been  deceived  by 
Hernan  Cortes,  who,  contrary  to  his  promife  of 
making  a  fettlement  in  that  country,  was  now  on 
the  point  of  deferting  it,  notwithftanding  their  un¬ 
expended  fuccefs  :  they  therefore  fuggefled,  that  if 
he  had  a  mind  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  he  might 
retire  with  his  own  friends,  and  they  would  foon 
find  another  gentleman  who  would  afliime  the  com- 

o 

mand.  Thefe  infinuations  were  fo  artfully  difFufed, 
as  to  bring  over  many  of  thofe  who  had  efpoufed  the 
contrary  fadlion  ;  and  the  clamour  increased  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  fome  of  Hernan’s  friends  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  interpofe,  with  a  view  to  appeafe  the  dis¬ 
turbance  they  themfelves  had  raifed.  They  com¬ 
mended  the  fpirit  of  the  men,  and,  without  giving 
them  time  to  cool,  led  them  diredlly  to  Cortes,  to 
whom  they  reprefented,  that  the  foldiers  were  ready 
to  mutiny,  on  account  of  the  order  he  had  given 
for  re-embarkation,  which  they  fuppofed  was  con¬ 
trary  to  the  advice  of  the  other  captains,  and  alto¬ 
gether  unworthy  of  Spanifh  courage,  which  no  dan¬ 
ger  or  difficulties  ought  to  overcome.  Cortes,  over¬ 
joyed  at  the  good  efiedf  of  his  expedient,  anfwered, 
that  he  had  been  mihnformedby  fome  of  thofe  who 
were  principally  concerned  In  the  fuccefs  of  the  un¬ 
dertaking  ;  for  they  had  affiured  him,  that  all  the 
men  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  profecution  of  the 
fcherne;  but,  as  he  had  taken  the  refolution  of  re¬ 
turning  to  pleafe  his  foldiers,  he  would  now  lday 
with  much  more  fatisfadfion,  fince  he  found  them 
fo  well  difpofed  for  the  fervice  of  their  king  and  coun¬ 
try  :  yet  as  war  was  an  employment  altogether  unfit 
for  thofe  who  exercifed  it  contrary  to  their  own 
inclinations,  he  would  immediately  provide  veffiels 

and 
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and  provifions  for  tranfporting  to  Cuba,  all  thofe  who 
did  not  chuf©  to  follow  his  fortune.  'I  his  reply  was 
received  with  univerfal  acclamation  and  applaufe ; 
and  thofe  who  were  diffatisfied,  either  wholly  laid 
afide,  or  concealed  their  difcontent. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Cortes  males  a  fettlement ,  to  which  he  gives  the  name 
of  filla-rica  de  la  Vera  Cruz ;  receives  a  new  com* 
mijjion  from  this  corporation  ;  fends  the  Jhips  round 
to  ffuiabifian,  for  which  place  he  begins  his  march 
hy  land ;  enters  Zempoalla ,  and  makes  an  alliance 
with  the  cacique. 

AT  this  period,  Cortes  was  vifited  by  five  de- 
puties  from  the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  a 
neighbouring  province,  v/ith  proffers  of  friendfhip 
and  alliance,  which  Cortes  willingly  embraced,  as 
a  particular  favour  of  heaven,  arriving  at  a  time 
when  he  was  abandoned  by  the  Mexicans ;  and  his 
fatisfaclion  was  ftill  the  greater,  when  he  underffood 
that  Zempoalla  was  in  the  road  to  that  place  whi¬ 
ther  he  intended  to  remove  his  quarters :  nay,  he 
was  frill  better  pleafed  upon  hearing  that  the  Zem- 
poallans,  tno’  tributary  to  Motezuma,  detefled  that 
prince  for  his  cruelty  and  pride,  becaufe  he  forefaw 
that  he  fhould  be  able  to  make  a  party  of  this  dif- 
treffed  people,  that  would  facilitate  his  future  fuc~ 
cefs.  He  therefore  difmiffed  the  deputies  with  pre- 
fents,  and  profefiions  of  friendfhip  to  the  cacique, 
whom  he  promifed  to  vifit  in  his  route  to  Quia- 
biflan. 

In  the  mean  time  having,  in  concert  with  his 
friends,  laid  the  plan  of  a  corporation,  to  be  effa- 
blifhed  on  this  continent,  Alonzo  Hernandez  Por- 
tocarrero,  and  Francifcode  Montejo,  were  appoint¬ 
ed  alcaldes  5  Alonzo  Davila,  Pedro  and  Alonzo  de 
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Alvarado,  and  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  were  conditiH 
ted  regidors ;  the  chief  alguazil,  and  procurator* 
general,  were  Juan  de  Efcalante  and  Francifco  Al¬ 
varez  Chico,  Thefe  appointed  a  clerk  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  with  other  inferior  officers ;  and,  having  taken 
the  accudomed  oath,  to  a according  to  the  dilates 
of  judice,  and  their  duty  to  God  and  the  king,  they 
began  to  exercife  their  functions  with  the  ufual  fo« 
lemnity,  and  didinguifhed  their  new  fettlement  by 
the  name  of  Villa-rica  de  la  Vera  Cruz,  a  title  which 
itpreferved  in  the  place  where  it  was  afterwards  fix¬ 
ed,  for  as  yet  the  corporation  was  ambulatory. 

The  intention  of  Cortes,  in  eftabiifhing  this  com¬ 
munity,  was  to  dived  himfelf  of  that  uneafy  de¬ 
pendence  upon  Velafquez,  which  he  hitherto  fuf- 
tained  ;  and  therefore  on  the  very  next  morning  af¬ 
ter  their  inditution,  the  council  being  affembled,  on 
pretence  of  confulting  about  the  augmentation  and 
prefervation  of  the  new  fettlement,  Cortes  defired 
admittance,  and  having  paid  his  refpebis  to  the  ma¬ 
gi  dracy,  obferved,  that,  before  they  proceeded  to  the 
eonfideration  of  other  affairs,  it  would  be  necedary 
to  give  a  fan  £t  ion  to  the  authority  of  that  command 
upon  which  all  their  hopes  depended.  He  frankly 
owned,  that  he  had  no  other  title  than  that  which 
he  derived  from  Velafquez,  and  as  they  knew  he  no 
longer  obeyed  his  principal,  he  would  not  pretend 
to  conceal  the  defect  in  his  conditution,  but  was 
refolved  to  refign  his  command  into  their  hands ; 
that,  as  reprefentatives  of  his  majedy,  they  might 
freely  proceed  to  the  eledfion  of  a  leader :  and,  for 
his  own  part,  as  he  had  nothing  at  heart  fo  much  as 
the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking,  he  could,  with  per¬ 
fect  refignation,  take  up  a  foldier’s  pike  with  that 
hand  which  laid  down  the  daff  of  a  general.  So  fay- 
ing,  he  laid  his  commiffion  upon  the  table,  kiffed 
the  truncheon,  and  delivering  it  to  the  alcaldes,  re¬ 
tired  to  his  barrack  in  the  capacity  of  a  private  man. 

The 
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The  council,  as  the  affair  bad  been  preconcerted, 
unanimouDy  admitted  of  his  refignation,  but  with 
the  fame  unanimity  voted  that  he  fhould  be  appoint¬ 
ed  general  of  the  army,  with  a  new  commiffioa 
made  out  by  them  in  the  king’s  name,  to  be  in 
force  until  they  (hould  know  his  majefty’s  pleafure. 
The  people,  being  called  together  by  a  public  crier, 
were  made  acquainted  with  the  refignation  of  Cor¬ 
tes,  and  the  refolution  of  the  council  ;  at  which 
they  expreffed  uncommon  joy,  and  immediately 
proceeded  to  Hernan’s  quarters,  with  the  alcaldes 
and  regidors,  who  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  the 
town  of  Villa-rica  had,  in  the  name  of  the  king 
Don  Carlos,  and  with  the  confent  and  approbation 
of  the  inhabitants,  in  full  council,  chofen  and  ap¬ 
pointed  him  general  of  the  army  in  New  Spain  ;  and, 
in  cafe  it  were  neceffary,  did  require  and  command 
him  to  exercife  the  functions  of  that  flat  ion,  for  the 
public  good,  and  his  majefty’s  fervice. 

Hernan  accepted  this  command  with  great  re- 
fpedf,  and  now  began  to  rule  with  inward  fatis- 
fa&ion  and  fecurity,  which  had  a  good  effect  upon 
the  difcipiine  of  the  foldiers.  But  the  friends  of  Ve- 
Jafquez  refented  this  alteration  in  a  very  indifcreet 
manner :  they  endeavoured  to  invalidate  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  council,  openly  inveighed  againft  the 
ambition  of  Cortes,  talked  contemptuouDy  of  thofe 
who  adhered  to  his  intereft ;  and,  with  the  breath 
of  Dander  induftriouDy  communicated,  began  to 
kindle  a  Dame  of  diffenfion,  that  would  have  prov¬ 
ed  of  the  worft  confequences  to  the  expedition,  had 
not  Cortes,  finding  more  moderate  expedients  in¬ 
effectual,  extinguifhed  it  at  once,  by  a  Dep  that  ar¬ 
gued  his  uncommon  fortitude  and  penetration.  He 
ordered  Diego  de  Ordaz,  Pedro  Efcudero,  and 
Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon  to  be  publicly  feized,  car¬ 
ried  on  board  the  (hips,  and  put  in  irons ;  and  per¬ 
ceiving  that  their  imprifonment  ftruck  a  terror  into 
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the  troops,  he  declared,  in  a  refolute  tone,  that  he 
would  proceed  again#  them  even  unto  death,  as  fe- 
tiitious  perfons,  and  perturbators  of  the  public  peace. 
In  this  affeHution  of  feverity  he  continued  fome  days, 
during  which  he  would  fuffer  no  perfon  to  vifit  the 
prifoners  ;  but  afterwards  their  friends  were  admit¬ 
ted  to  their  converfation,  and  among  the  reft  fbrne 
of  his  confidents,  who  found  means  to  reduce  them 
to  reafon  :  fo  that  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  pacified, 
and  fo  effeHually  conciliated  their  affeffions,  that 
in  the  fequel  they  flood  by  him  with  unfhaken  fide¬ 
lity  and  friendfhip. 

Cortes,  having ’made  the  proper  difpofitions,  or¬ 
dered  the  fhips  to  fail  for  the  bay  of  Quiabiflan,  whi¬ 
ther  he  refolved  to  march  by  land ;  and,  fetting  out 
according#7,  he,  in  a  few  hours,  reached  the  river 
of  Zempoalla,  v/hich  the  foldiers  palled  in  canoes, 
the  horfes  being  obliged  to  fwim  :  then  the  army  ar- 
.rived  at  fome  houfes  in  this  diftricff,  v/hich  they 
found  entirely  abandoned  and  unfurnifhed,  tho’  the 
natives  had  left  in  their  temples  feveral  idols,  and 
inftrurnents  edged  with  flint,  together  with  the  mi- 
ferable  remains  of  human  vidtims,  which  at  once 
moved  horror  and  companion.  Here  likewife  they 
faw  three  or  four  Mexican  books,  made  of  a  long 
jfkin  or  varniftied  cloth  folded  in  leaves,  upon  which 
were  painted  hieroglyphics,  and  characters  explain¬ 
ing  the  myfteries  of  their  religion. 

The  Spaniards,  having  placed  proper  guards  and 
fentinels,  palled  the  night  in  thefe  empty  houfes ; 
and  next  day,  continuing  their  march  along  the 
moll  beaten  road  that  turned  off  to  the  weft  ward, 
leading  farther  from  the  fhore,  they  faw  not  one  per¬ 
fon  during  the  whole  morning,  until,  entering  fome 
very  delightful  meadows,  they  v/ere  met  by  twelve 
Indians,  loaded  with  hens  and  bread,  as  a  prefent 
to  Cortes  from  the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  who  in¬ 
vited  him  to  his  town,  where  he  had  provided  quar¬ 
ters 
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ters  for  the  Chriftians.  Six  of  thefe  Indians  were 
difmifled,  with  an  acknowledgment  for  the  hofpita- 
lity  of  their  chief,  and  Cortes  detained  the  reil  as 
guides  to  the  town,  which  they  told  him  was  at 
the  diftance  of  a  day’s  journey.  That  night  they 
halted  in  a  fmall  village,  where  they  were  kindly 
entertained  by  the  poor  inhabitants;  and  in  the 
morning  they  marched  forward  for  Zempoalla,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  diredlion  of  the  guides  ;  tho’  their  mo¬ 
tions  were  performed  with  all  imaginable  caution, 
as  Cortes  Hill  doubted  the  fxncerity  of  the  Indians. 
In  the  evening  they  approached  the  town,  from 
which  twenty  Indians,  well  drefled  after  their  fa- 
fhion,  came  forth  to  receive  Cortes,  with  an  apolo¬ 
gy  from  their  cacique,  who  was  kept  at  home  by  a 
natural  infirmity.  This  was  a  large  city,  affording 
a  beautiful  profpedf,  fituated  between  two  rivers, 
and  built  of  ftone,  and  the  houfes  were  whitened 
with  a  fort  of  bright  fhining  lime,  which  exhibited 
fuch  a  noble  view  at  a  diftance,  that  one  of  the 
fcouts  returned  to  the  army,  crying  aloud,  that  the 
walls  were  of  fiiver.  The  fquares  and  ftreets  were 
filled  with  an  innumerable  multitude,  drawn  toge¬ 
ther  by  curiofity  ;  and  when  the  Spaniards  entered, 
the  cacique  appeared  at  the  gate  of  his  palace,  fup- 
ported  by  fome  of  his  nobles ;  for  he  was  fo  mon- 
Ifroufiy  fat,  that  he  could  neither  {land  nor  move. 
He  was  covered  with  a  mantle  of  fine  cotton,  adorn¬ 
ed  with  various  jewels;  he  wore  pendants  in  his 
ears  and  lips,  and  when  he  was  brought  forwards 
to  falute  Cortes,  his  appearance  was  fo  unweildy 
and  ridiculous,  that  the  Spaniaids  could  hardly 
maintain  that  gravity  which  is  the  charadteriftic  of 
their  nation  However,  he  fpoke  to  the  purpofe  ; 
and  having  welcomed  his  valiant  gueft  with  well- 
turned  compliments  of  refpedf,  he  defired  Cortes 
to  repofe  himfelf  after  his  journey,  and  he  would 
vifit  him  in  his  lodgings,  where 
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verfe  more  at  letfure  about  their  mutual  interefh 
The  troops  immediately  retired  to  the  quarters  which 
he  had 'provi  ded  in  fquare  courts,  furnifhed  with  a 
number  of  apartments,  where  they  found  plenty 
of  provifion  and  all  neceflaries:  then  the  cacique 
fent  a  prefent  to  the  general,  of  gold  and  other  cu- 
riofities,  to  the  value  of  2000  pefoes;  and  after¬ 
wards  came  in  perfon  with  a  fplendid  retinue,  car¬ 
ried  in  a  chair,  on  the  fhoulders  of  the  chief  of  his 
family.  Cortes  went  forth  to  receive  him,  attended 
by  his  captains  5  and,  retiring  to  a  private  apart¬ 
ment  with  him  and  the  interpreters,  expatiated 
upon  the  grandeur  of  the  Spanifh  king,  whofe  arn- 
baiTador  he  was ;  and  told  him,  the  defign  of  his 
coming  was  to  redrefs  wrongs,  punifh  violence,  and 
efpoufe  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  reafon.  He  artfully 
touched  this  firing,  in  order  to  wake  the  Indian’s  re¬ 
fen  t  men  t  againft  Motezuma,  that  he  might  gradual¬ 
ly  difcover  what  advantages  could  be  reaped  from 
his  indignation:  and  indeed  the  words  were  no  foon- 
er  pronounced,  than  the  cacique  changed  colour : 
’  he  began  to  figh  like  one  afraid  of  difclofing  his  af- 
Eiflion ;  but,  his  refentment  prevailing  over  every 
other  confideration,  he  broke  forth  into  bitter  la¬ 
mentations,  importing,  that  he  and  all  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  caciques  groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  Mo¬ 
tezuma,  who  opprefTed  his  tributaries,  and  caufed 
himfelf  to  be  adored  by  his  fubjedls,  as  if  he  was 
one  of  their  gods.  Not  that  he  wifhed  to  engage 
Cortes  in  a  quarrel  with  fuch  a  powerful  emperor, 
whofe  power  was  irrefifhible ;  but  be  could  not  help 
complaining  to  his  friends,  of  the  miferable  oppres¬ 
sion  he  was  obliged  to  endure.  Hernan  gave  him 
to  underEand,  that,  in  a  righteous  caufe,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  would  little  regard  the  power  of  Motezuma  ; 
but  at  prefent  he  was  on  his  march  to  Quiabiflan, 
where  thofe  who  were  injured  and  opprefTed  fhould 
find  him  always  ready  to  xedrefs  their  wrongs  5  and, 
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in  the  mean  time,  he  might  aflure his  friends  and  con¬ 
federates,  that  he  would  willingly  undertake  their  de¬ 
fence.  This  was  thefubjedlof  their converfation:  after 
which  the  cacique  took  his  leave,  extremely  well  fa- 
tisfied  ;  nor  was  Cortes  lefs  pleafed  at  the  profpect  of 
fuch  a  powerful  alliance,  with  which  he  hoped  to 
flrengthen  his  intereft  in  the  profecution  of  his 
fcheme. 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 

He  proceeds  to  fhilabifan  ;  Jelzes  Motezwnd’ s  comlh 
faries  ;  makes  a  jlrong  confederacy  of  the  Indian 
caciques ;  builds  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz ,  and  re- 
c elves  an  embaffy  from  the  emperor  of  Mexico . 


HEN  the  army  was  ready  to  march,  they 
found  four  hundred  Indians  of  burthen, 
called  tamenes,  provided  by  the  cacique,  as  porters 
to  carry  the  baggage  and  provifions,  and  help  to  con- 
du£l  the  artillery.  The  country  was  pleafant  and 
fertile,  partly  covered  with  trees,  and  partly  culti¬ 
vated  in  cornfields.  They  flayed  all  night  at  a  little 
village  that  was  deferted ;  and  next  morning  they 
arrived  at  Quiabiflan,  flrongly  fituated  upon  a  rocky 
eminence,  that  rendered  it  very  difficult  of  accefs  : 
neverthelefs  they  entered  without  oppofition ;  nor 
did  they  perceive  any  perfon  in  the  place,  until,  com 
ing  to  a  fquare  in  which  were  the  temples,  fifteen 
Indians  handfomely  drefied  came  out  with  their  per¬ 
fuming  pans,  making  abundance  of  ahjedl  cringes, 
and  marks  of  fubmiffion  which  denoted  fear.  Cor¬ 
tes  ordered  them  to  be  civilly  treated,  and  prefen  ted 
with  fome  glafs  beads;  fothat,  recovering  their  (pi¬ 
nts,  they  informed  him  that  the  cacique  had  with¬ 
drawn  himfelf,  in  order  to  avoid  a  war  ;  as  he  nei¬ 
ther  chofe  to  denv  them  admittance,  nor  trull  his 
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perfon  to  armed  troops  whom  he  did  not  know  5 
and  that  the  inhabitants  could  not  be  prevented  from 
following  his  example.  As  for  themfelves,  they 
had  ftaid  to  know  the  intention  of  the  Grangers  ;  and 
now  they  were  convinced  of  their  quiet  and  honour¬ 
able  difpofition,  they  would  communicate  the  news 
to  the  fugitives,  who  might  return  peaceably  to  their 
houfes,  and  ferve  them  with  all  fidelity  and  obedi¬ 
ence:  accordingly,  fome  families  came  back  that 
very  night,  and  in  a  little  time  the  town  was  filled 
with  its  inhabitants.  In  a  few  days  the  cacique  him- 
felf  returned,  and  was  introduced  by  the  cacique  of 
■Zempoalla,  who  made  an  handfome  excufe  for  his 
friend  ;  and  the  converfation  turned  upon  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  Motezuma,  again#  whom  he  of  Quiabiflan 
inveighed  with  great  bitternefs,  as  a  monffer,  who 
not  only  impoverifhed  them  by  the  infpofition  of 
taxes,  but  likewife  robbed  them  of  their  wives  and 
daughters,  with  whofe  blood  he  ftained  the  altars 
of  his  gods,  after  having  facrificed  their  honour  to 
more  abominable  purpofes.  Their  difcourfe  was 
interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  three  Indians,  who 
having  whifpered  fomething  in  a  feeming  fright,  the 
two  caciques  changed  colour,  and  haftily  retired 
with  magks  of  terror  and  confufion :  their  diforder 
was  owing  to  the  arrival  of  fix  commiflaries  of  Mo¬ 
tezuma,  who  palled  the  quarters  of  the  Spaniards 
in  great  pomp,  adorned  with  plumes  and  pendants, 
and  attended  by  a  number  of  fervants,  or  inferior  of¬ 
ficers,  who  cooled  them  with  fans  made  of  feathers. 
Cortes  went  to  the  gate  to  fee  them,  while  they 
proceeded  with  fuch  infolent  and  contemptuous 
looks,  that  the  foldiers  w7ere  provoked,  and  would 
have  chaftifed  them  on  the  fpot,  had  not  they  been 
reftrained  by  the  general,  v»7ho  contented  himfeif 
with  fending  Donna  Marina,  properly  guarded,  to 
know  the  caufe  of  their  coming.  By  thefe  means 
he  understood,  that,  after  having  feated  themfelves 

in 
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in  the  town-houfe,  they  fummoned  the  caciques  to 
appear  before  them,  and,  reprimanding  them  fharply 
for  entertaining  ftrangerswho  were  enemies  to  their 
king,  they  demanded,  over  and  above  the  ordinary 
tribute,  twenty  Indians  to  be  facrificed  to  the  gods, 
as  an  atonement  for  the  crime  they  had  commit¬ 
ted. 

Cortes,  having  received  this  intelligence,  order® 
ed  fome  foldiers  to  bring  the  caciques  to  his  pre¬ 
fence,  when,  telling  them  that  he  knew  the  inhu¬ 
man  purpofe  of  the  commiffaries,  which  he  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  obey,  he  commanded  them  with¬ 
out  fail  to  afTemble  their  people  and  feize  the  Mexi¬ 
cans,  and  leave  the  reft  to  his  conduX  and  difcre- 
tion.  At  firft  they  were  terrified  at  the  propofal, 
with  which  they  abfolutely  refufed  to  comply,  un¬ 
til  Cortes  repeating  his  order  with  a  refolute  and 
peremptory  tone,  they  actually  went  and  executed 
his  command  upon  the  minifters  of  Motezuma, 
whom  they  confined  by  the  necks  in  a  kind  of  wood¬ 
en  pillory,  from  which  they  buffered  equal  pain  and' 
difgrace,  to  the  infinite  fatisfaXion  of  the  people, 
who  demanded  that  they  might  either  die  the  death 
of  traitors,  or  be  facrificed  to  the  gods  without  de¬ 
lay.  Cortes,  however,  would  not  grant  their  re- 
queft,  tho’  it  was  enforced  by  the  caciques  ;  but,, 
having  fecured  them  with  a  guard  of  Spanilh  foidi- 
ers,  retired  to  his  quarters,  in  order  to  contrive  fome 
method  for  extricating  himfelf  from  the  difficulty 
in  which  he  was  involved.  He  was  unwilling  to 
come  to  an  open  rupture  with  Motezuma,  and  he 
thought  it  a  point  of  the  higheft  confequence  to  main¬ 
tain  and  augment  the  party  which  he  had  already 
formed  againff  that  prince;  and  therefore,  he  re- 
foived  to  do  fcmething  of  which  he  could  Tnake  a 
merit  with  the  Mexican  emperor,  withoutfgiving  the 
caciques  any  reafon  to  think  him  cold  or  remifs  in 
their  inter  eft.  In  confequence  of  thefe  reflexions, 
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be,  at  midnight,  fent  privately  for  two  of  the  pri- 
foners,  and  having  treated  them  with  great  cour- 
tefy,  told  them  they  were  now  at  liberty,  and  as 
they  had  received  their  freedom  folely  from  him, 
they  might  allure  their  prince,  he  would  endeavour 
to  releafe  the  reft  of  their  companions,  and  make 
the  caciques  fenfible  of  their  misdemeanor;  for,  he 
was  defirous  of  peace,  and  of  deferving,  by  his  re- 
fpedfful  condudf,  that  civility  from  Motezuma,  which 
was  due  to  the  ambaiTador  of  fuch  a  mighty  prince. 
The  Mexicans  heard  this  declaration  with  equal 
aftonifhment  and  pleafure;  but,  as  they  durftnotfet 
out  on  their  journey  for  fear  of  being  killed  or  tak¬ 
en,  the  Spanilh  foldiers  conducted  them  to  the  bay, 
and  one  of  the  boats  convoyed  them  beyond  the 
diftridt  of  Zempoalla.  In  the  morning  the  ca¬ 
ciques  came  to  Cortes,  very  much  troubled  at  the 
efcape  of  the  two  prifoners,  and  he  received  the 
news  with  figns  of  furprife  and  concern,  blaming 
their  want  of  care  and  vigilance :  but,  that  no  ac¬ 
cident  of  that  kind  might  happen  for  the  future,  he 
laid,  he  would  take  the  care  upon  himfelf  of  guard¬ 
ing  the  reft,  whom  he  forthwith  ordered  to  he  car¬ 
ried  on  board  of  the  fleet,  where,  by  his  private 
directions,  they  were  kindly  entertained.  Thus, 
without  loftng  the  confidence  of  the  caciques,  he  con¬ 
ferred  am  obligation  upon  Motezuma,  whofe  power 
was  fo  great,  that  he  did  not  chufe  wantonly  to  pro¬ 
voke  his  refentment. 

The  moderation  and  beneficence  of  the  Spaniards 
towards  their  allies  was  quickly  divulged  among  all 
the  neighbouring  diftricfts,  and  the  caciques  of  Zem¬ 
poalla  and  Quiabiflan  communicated  to  all  their 
friends  the  happinefs  they  enjoyed  under  the  protecti¬ 
on  of  thofe  invincible  people,  who  had  delivered 
them  from  flavery  and  impofition.  The  common 
people  believed  the  gods  were  come  down  to  dart 
lightening  againft  Motezuma,;  and  the  name  of  !i~ 
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bertv  founded  fo  charming  in  the  ears  of  the  oppref- 
fed,  that,  in  a  few  days,  Cortes  was  vifited  at  Quia- 
biflan  by  above  thirty  caciques  of  the  mountain  in 
fight,  on  which  were  numerous  fettlements  of  a  ru¬ 
ff  ic  people  called  Totonaques,  who  made  their  fub- 
million,  fwore  fealty  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  of¬ 
fered  to  affilf  him  with  an  incredible  number  of 
armed  Indians  againff  the  tyranny  of  Motezuma. 

This  confederacy  being  formed,  and  authentica¬ 
ted  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  thofe  chiefs  retired 
to  their  refpedlive  places  of  habitation.  Hernan  Cor¬ 
tes  refolved  to  fettle  the  corporation  of  Villa- rica 
de  la  Vera  Cruz,  which  hitherto  had  moved  with 
the  army,  tho’  under  proper  diffindfions  as  a  repub¬ 
lic:  for  this  purpofe  he  pitched  upon  a  plain,  be¬ 
tween  Quiabiflan  and  the  fea,  of  a  fertile  foil,  well 
watered,  and  abounding  with  timber,  proper  for 
the  purpofes  of  building.  They  began,  by  laying 
the  foundation  of  a  church,  and  the  handicraft-men 
among  the  Spaniards  being  affifted  by  the  induftry 
and  (kill  of  their  Indian  friends,  the  houfes  were 
foon  reared,  and  the  town  encompafled  with  a  wall 
of  mud,  fufficient  to  defend  it  againlf  all  methods 
of  attack  ufed  in  that  country. 

Motezuma  being  informed  that  the  cacique  of 
Zernpoalla,  who  was  a  fufpedted  perfon,  had  ad¬ 
mitted  the  ftrangers  into  his  town,  refolved  to  af- 
femble  his  forces,  not  only  to  chaftife  this  rebelli¬ 
ous  tributary,  but  alfo  to  go  in  perfon  againff  the 
Spaniards,  whom  he  deftined  as  a  facrifice  to  his 
gods :  but  his  preparations  for  this  enterprize  were 
prevented  by  the  arrival  of  the  two  Indians  whom 
Cortes  had  releafed.  Thefe  having  given  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  imprifonment,  and  of  the  courte¬ 
ous  treatment  and  mefiage  they  had  received  from 
the  Spanifh  general,  Motezuma’s  anger  was  ap- 
peafed,  and  he  determined  to  have  recourfe  again 
to  the  expedient  of  negotiation,  and  try  to  divert 

Cortes 


23°  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

Cortes  from  his  defign,  by  a  new  embafly  and  pre- 
fent  5  for,  in  the  midft  of  his  pride,  he  remembered 
and  trembled  at  the  portentous  fignals  of  heaven, 
and  the  unfavourable  refponfes  of  the  oracles  which 
he  confulted. 

The  fettlement  and  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz  was  a!- 
moft  perfected  when  this  embafly  was  brought  by 
two  nephews  of  the  emperor,  attended  by  four  an¬ 
cient  caciques,  who  ferved  as  counfellors  to  their 
youth  and  inexperience.  Their  retinue  was  very 
Splendid:  the  prefent,  confifting  of  gold,  feathers  and 
cotton,  was  worth  two  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  y 
and  the  meflage  delivered  to  Cortes  was  to  this  ef¬ 
fect  :  That  Motezuma,  being  informed  of  the  info- 
lence  of  the  two  caciques  who  had  committed  fuch 
an  outrage  upon  his  officers,  refolved  to  come  in 
perfon  with  a  powerful  army  to  chaflife  them  ;  but, 
as  he  was  unwilling  to  break  with  the  Spaniards,  to 
whofe  captain  he  was  obliged  for  the  releafe  of  his 
two  fervants,  he  requefted  them  to  leave  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  his  rebellious  chiefs,  that  they  might  run  no 
rifque  of  (haring  their  punifhment ;  defiring,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  general  would  fet  the  reft  of 
his  officers  at  liberty,  and  deflft  from  his  defign  of 
coming  to  Mexico,  becaufe  the  dangers  and  impe¬ 
diments  attending  fuch  a  journey  were  unfurmount- 
able.  Cortes  received  the  embafly  and  prefents  with 
great  refpedf,  and,  having  ordered  the  four  impri¬ 
soned  officers  to  be  brought  afhore,  delivered  them 
to  the  ambafladors  ;  obferving,  that  he  was  highly 
pleafed  with  fuch  an  opportunity  of  {hewing  his  re¬ 
gard  to  the  emperor  ;  that,  tho’  he  could  nQt  help 
owning  the  infolence  of  the  caciques,  he  thought 
.it  in  fome  meafure  excufable,  from  the  extravagancy 
of  the  officers  themfelves,  who,  not  contented  with 
the  ordinary  tribute,  had,  of  their  own  authority, 
demanded  twenty  Indians  for  their  facrifices  :  a  pro- 
pofal  of  fuch  diabolical  cruelty,  as  could  not  but  be 
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{hocking  to  the  Spaniards,  who  were  bred  in  an* 
other  religion,  of  greater  piety  and  regard  to  hu¬ 
man  nature:  that  finding  himfelf  obliged  to  the  ca¬ 
ciques,  for  admitting  and  entertaining  him  in  their 
territories,  after  he  was  difcourteouily  abandoned  by 
Tentile  and  Pilpatoe,  he  could  not  help  interced¬ 
ing  with  Motezuma  in  their  behalf,  efpecially  as 
they,  together  with  the  Totanaque  mountaineers, 
were  now  in  a  fpecial  manner  under  his  prote&ion  : 
that  when  he  fhould  be  fo  happy  as  to  appear  in 
the  emperor’s  prefence,  he  would  communicate  the 
importance  of  his  embafTy  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
he  would  pay  no  regard  to  impediments  and  dan¬ 
gers,  which  ferved  only  to  whet  the  refolution  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  were  accuftomed  to  feek  glory 
amidft  the  greateft  difficulties.  With  this  refolute 
anfwer,  and  a  prefent  of  Caflilian  trifles  to  their 
mo*. arch,  the  ambafladors  went  away,  not  a  little 
diflatisfied  at  the  obftinacy  of  Cortes,  who  from  this 
circumffance  acquired  frefh  reputation  among  the 
nations :  for  the  Indians  were  now  fully  perfuaded, 
that  he  muft  be  fome  deity  whofe  friendfhip  the 
haughty  Motezuma  jfollicited  with  fuch  prefents  and 
fubmiffion* 
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CHAP.  X. 

Cortes  makes  an  expedition  to  Zempazingo,  and  recon - 
dies  the  natives  of  that  place  to  the  Zempoallans  i, 
demolijhes  the  idols  at  Zempoalla ,  and  converts  the 
temple  into  a  Chriftian  church ;  returns  to  Vera 
CruZy  and  fends  difpatches  to  Spain. 

SOON  after  this  occurrence,  the  cacique  of 
Zempoalla,  coming  to  Vera  Cruz,  told  Cortes* 
that  now  the  time  was  come  for  his  defending  their 
country  from  the  Mexicans,  fome  troops  of  whom 
had  arrived  at  Zempazingo,  a  ftrong  place,  at  the 
diftance  of  two  days  journey,  from  whence  they 
already  made  excurfions  into  his  diitridf,  where  they 
deftroyed  the  corn  fields,  and  committed  other 
adds  of  hoftility.- — —  Hernan,  thinking  it  was  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  him  to  protect  his  new  allies,  and 
neceflary  to  flrike  a  terror  into  Motezuma’s  army* 
of  which  he  fuppofed  thefe  were  fome  advanced 
parties,  defired  the  cacique  to  provide  Indians  of 
burthen  for  the  baggage  and  artillery ;  and,  having 
made  a  proper  difpofition,  began  his  march  imme¬ 
diately,  at  the  head  of  four  hundred  Spaniards.  As 
he  pafTed  by  Zempoalla,  he  was  joined  by  two  thou- 
fand  armed  Indians,  whom  the  cacique  had  affem- 
bled  to  ferve  under  him  in  this  expedition  :  that 
night  he  quartered  his  troops  in  fome  houfes  within 
three  leagues  of  Zempazingo,  and  next  day,  in  the 
afternoon,  he  difcovered  the  town,  fituated  upon 
the  top  of  a  fmall  hill,  among  fteep  rocks,  which 
concealed  part  of  the  buildings,  and  rendered  the  ac- 
cefs  very  difficult.  Neverthelefs,  his  men  overcame 
the  fleepnefs  of  the  road,  without  having  rnet  with 
any  refinance  ;  and  he  was  preparing  to  attack  the 
place  in  feveral  parts,  when  he  was  prevented  by  a 
deputation  from  the  town,  of  eight  ancient  priefts* 
'  clothed 
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clothed  in  black  mantles,  gathered  and  platted  about 
the  neck,  with  a  piece  hanging  loofe  in  form  of  a 
hood  that  kept  the  head  warm.  Thefe  venerable 
ambafTadors,  whofe  long  hair  was  clotted,  and  whofe 
faces  and  hands  were  flained  with  the  blood  of  hu¬ 
man  facrifices,  approached  the  general  with  marks 
of  the  mod:  abjedf  fubmiffion,  and,  in  a  fuppliant 
whining  tone,  afked  by  what  offence  the  poor  in¬ 
habitants  had  merited  the  indignation  of  a  people  fo 
famed  for  clemency  and  goodnefs.  Cortes  anfwer- 
ed,  that  he  had  no  deflgn  againd  the  inhabitants, 
but  came  to  chadife  the  Mexican  foldiers  quartered 
in  the  town,  who  had  infeded  the  territories  of  his 
friends.  To  this  declaration  the  prieds  replied, 
that  the  Mexican  troops,  who  were  in  garrifon  at 
Zempazingo,  had  retired  farther  up  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  as  foon  as  they  heard  that  Motezuma’s  officers 
were  imprifoned  at  Quiabiflan,  and  that  he  was 
milled  by  the  falfe  fuggedions  of  the  Zempoallans, 
who,  being  their  inveterate  enemies,  had  feigned  this 
dory  to  make  him  the  indrument  of  their  revenge.. 
Cortes  immediately  difcovered  the  truth  of  this  al¬ 
legation,  by  the  confufion  and  frivolous  evafions 
of  the  Zempoallan  officers;  and,  being  nettled  at 
the  deceit,  which  was  a  reflection  upon  bis  penetra¬ 
tion,  he  fent  for  the  Indians,  who  had  by  this  time 
begun  to  plunder  and  make  prifoners,  and  they  be¬ 
ing  brought  into  his  prefence  loaded  with  booty, 
and  followed  by  the  miferable  inhabitants,  crying 
aloud  for  judice,  he  ordered  them  to  unbind  theic 
captives,  and  redore  the  goods  to  the  right  owners; 
and  publicly  told  the  Zempoallan  captains,  in  very 
angry  terms,  that  they  had  incurred  the  penalty  of 
death  by  their  prefumption,  in  engaging  him  by  de¬ 
ceit  as  a  party  in  their  revenge.  However,  he  dif¬ 
fered  himfelf  to  be  appeafed  by  the  interceffion  of 
his  own  officers,  whom  he  had  before  hand  indrudl- 
ed  for  the  purpofe,  thoJ  in  truth  he  durd  not  venture 

to 
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to  proceed  rigoroudy,  for  fear  of  loiing  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  his  new  allies.  After  having  reprimanded 
the  Zempoallans  in  this  manner,  he  commanded 
them  to  lodge  without  the  town,  while  he  himfelf 
entering  with  his  Spaniards,  was  received  as  a  de¬ 
liverer,  and  vifited  by  the  cacique,  accompanied 
by  others  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  voluntarily 
acknowledged  themfelves  as  fubjedfs  of  the  king  of 
Spain.  His  next  talk  was  to  adjuft  the  differences 
between  thefe  Indians  and  the  Zempoallans,  which 
had  begun  about  the  divifion  of  their  diffridfs,  and 
grown  to  a  mod  rancorous  pitch  of  animofity.  He 
formed  a  fcheme  for  comprornifing  the  affair,  and, 
shaving  made  them  friends,  returned  to  Vera  Cruz* 
leaving  his  intereft  and  reputation  highly  advanced 
by  the  iffue  of  this  expedition,  which  he  had  too  ere- 
duloufly  undertaken  ;  hereby  demonftrating  himfelf 
a  confummate  politician,  in  being  able  to  convert- 
even  his  own  errors  to  the  advantage  of  his  de¬ 
fig  n. 

In  his  return,  he  found  the  cacique  of  Zempoalla 
waiting  for  him,  at  fome  diftance  from  his  town, 
with  great  ftore  of  provifion  for  the  igfrelhment  of 
the  army;  and  perceiving  that  chief  was  afhamed  at 
his  condudf,  by  the  confufion  of  his  fpeech  and  coun¬ 
tenance,  he  affured  him  he  had  laid  afxde  his  dif- 
pleafure ;  and  they  went  together  into  the  town, 
where  the  cacique  had  provided  a  prefent  of  eight 
virgins  curioufly  adorned,  among  whom  was  his 
own  niece,  whom  he  recommended  as  a  wife  to  Cor¬ 
tes,  that  their  friendfhip  might  be  ftrengthened  by 
the  ties  of  blood.  The  general  thanked  him  kindly 
for  this  proof  of  his  fmcerity  and  affeclion,  but 
gave  him  to  underfland,  that  it  was  not  lawful  for 
a  Spaniard  to  marry  any  woman  who  differed  from 
him  in  point  of  religion  ;  and  took  this  opportunity 
of  declaiming  againft  their  idolatry  and  fuperftition, 
with  more  zeal  than  diferetion.  About  this  time 

the 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.  235 

>  .  %  . 

the  Zempoalians  were  aflembled  on  one  of  their 
moft  folemn  feftivals,  in  order  to  celebrate  a  far 
crihce  of  human  blood,  which  being  performed  with 
horrible  ceremonies,  the  unhappy  vichms  were  cut 
in  pieces,  and  fold  to  the  people  as  facred  food.  Cor¬ 
tes,  being  informed  of  this  tranfahl ion,  was  fomuch 
tranfported  with  indignation,  that,  forgetting  every 
other  motive,  he  inftantly  commanded  the  foldiers 
to  arm  and  bring  before  him  the  cacique,  and  princi¬ 
pal  Indians  who  ufed  to  attend  him:  with  thefe  he 
proceeded  to  the  temple,  followed  by  his  troops;  and 
the  priefts,  hearing  of  his  approach,  came  running 
to  the  gate,  calling,  with  loud  and  hideous  outcries, 
the  people  to  the  defence  of  their  gods.  Some  troops 
of  armed  Indians,  whom  they  had  provided  in  cafe 
of  any  difturbance,  immediately  polled  themfelves 
in  the  avenues  of  the  temple;  and  Hernan  Cortes, 
feeing  the  inhabitants  affembling  in  great  numbers, 
ordered  Donna  Marina  to  tell  them  aloud,  that  on 
the  firff  arrow  they  fhould  let  fly,  he  would  caufe 
the  throats  of  the  cacique,  and  all  the  principal  In¬ 
dians  who  were  in  his  power  to  be  cut,  and  after¬ 
wards  permit  his  foldiers  to  punilli  their  prefump- 
tion  with  fire  and  fword.  The  cacique,  trembling 
at  this  dreadful  remonftrance,  commanded  them  to 
Jay  down  their  arms  and  retire ;  and  they  obeying 
with  the  utmoff  expedition,  Cortes  began  to  de¬ 
claim  again  If  the  barbarous  abfurdity  of  their  reli¬ 
gion,  with  great  emphafis  and  elocution,  till,  being 
gradually  wrought  up  to  a  degree  of  enthufiaftic 
fervour,  he  propofed  that  they  fhould  immediately 
afcend  the  ffeps,  and  overthrow  the  idols  with  their 
own  hands :  and  when  they  proflrated  themfelves 
upon  the  ground,  declaring,  with  tears  and  lamenta¬ 
tions,  that  they  would  fuffer  all  extremities  of  tor¬ 
ture,  rather  than  commit  fuch  impious  facrilege, 
he  ordered  the  foldiers  to  perform  the  tafk,  and  in 
si  twinkling  the  idols  were  flung  down  and  broken 

to 
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to  pieces,  to  the  unfpeakable  horror  of  the  Indians, 
who  flood  motionlefs,  expecting  to  fee  the  imme¬ 
diate  vengeance  of  heaven  ;  but,  perceiving  how 
unable  their  gods  were  to  defend  themfelves,  their 
fuperflition  was  changed  into  contempt,  and  they 
themfelves  abided  the  Spaniards  in  burning  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  their  deities.  The  walls  were  immediate¬ 
ly  cleanfed,  and  the  temple  being  purified, _was  con¬ 
verted  into  a  Chriftian  church,  dedicated  to  the  Vir¬ 
gin  Mary,  in  which  mafs  was  next  day  celebrated 
with  great  folemnity. 

The  Spaniards,  having  taken  this  flep  towards  the 
reformation  of  their  allies,  returned  to  Vera  Cruz, 
where  they  were  reinforced  with  ten  foldiers  and 
two  horfes,  brought  thither  from  Cuba  in  a  vefTel 
commanded  by  Francifco  de  Saucedo,  In  company 
with  Luis  Marin  :  and  this  fmall  addition  was,  at  that 
time,  reckoned  a  confiderable  fupply.  By  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  the  general  learned,  that  Velafquez  had  obtain¬ 
ed  the  title  of  king’s  lieutenant  of  the  ifland,  with  a 
power  to  make  new  difcoveries  and  fettlements ; 
which  new  honour  had  augmented  his  pride,  and  ren¬ 
dered  him  altogether  implacable  againft  Cortes, 
whom  he  refolved  to  perfecute  with  all  his  might. 
This  information  haflened  Hernan’s  refolution  of 
laying  his  proceedings  before  the  king;  and  accor¬ 
dingly  the  council  of  Vera  Cruz  wrote  a  letter,  con¬ 
taining  an  account  of  the  expedition,  and  a  detail  of 
the  injurious  behaviour  of  Velafquez  towards  Her- 
nan  Cortes,  in  confideration  of  whofe  great  merit, 
they  befought  his  majeffy  to  grant  him  acommifEon 
of  captain-general,  that  he  might  a£l  for  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  without  any  dependance  upon  the 
governor  of  Cuba.  Nor  did  Cortes  himfelf  omit  ex¬ 
plaining,  on  this  occafion,  the  foundation  of  the  hope 
he  entertained  of  reducing  the  Mexican  empire  to 
the  obedience  of  his  majeffy,  and  the  difpofition 
he  was  making  to  contend  with  Motezuma,  by  the 
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help  of  his  own  revolted  fubjedts.  Thefe  dis¬ 
patches  being  finifhed,  were  committed  to  the  care 
of  Alonzo  Hernandez  Portocarrero,  and  Fran- 
cifco  Montejo,  who  e.mbarked  for  Spain  on  the 
1 6th  of  July,  1519,  on  board  of  the  beft  fhip  of 
the  fleet,  piloted  by  Antonio  de  Alaminos,  and 
carrying  as  an  offering  to  his  majefly  all  the  gold, 
jewels  and  curiofities  they  had  acquired,  together 
with  fome  Indians,  who  voluntarily  undertook  the 
voyage,  and  a  particular  prefent  from  Hernan  to 
his  father  Martin  Cortes. 

CHAP.  XL 

A  con/piracy  is  formed,  a g  air  ft  Cortes ,  who  orders  the 
Jhips  to  be  defrcyed ;  he  begins  his  march  for  Me¬ 
xico  ;  fays  feveral  days  at  Zocothlan  ;  proceeds  to 
Xacazingo ,  and fends  ambafadors  to  Tiafcala . 

WHILE  the  general  was  employed  in  making 
preparations  for  this  fervice,  fome  of  the 
foldiers  and  failors  privately  concerted  the  means  of 
efcaping  to  Cuba,  with  intelligence  to  Velafquez, 
who  might  fend  out  cruizers  to  make  prize  of  the 
fhip  :  and,  for  this  purpofe,  they  had  made  fure  of  a 
veffel  and  laid  in  provifions  for  the  voyage;  when 
on  the  very  night  they  had  appointed  for  their  flight, 
one  of  the  confpirators,  touched  with  the  enormity* 
of  their  defign,  went  and  revealed  the  whole  fcheme 
to  Cortes,  who  took  his  meafures  with  fuch  fecrecy 
and  difcretion,  that  all  the  accomplices  w7ere  feized 
on  board  of  the  vefTel,  and  forthwith  confe/Ted  the 
crime  of  which  they  were  accufed.  The  general 
finding  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  inflidf  an  exem¬ 
plary  punifhment,  they  were  brought  to  trial :  two 
foldiers,  the  ringleaders  of  the  confpiracy,  were 
condemned  to  die,  other  two  were  whipped  as  old 
offenders,  the  principal  mariner  of  the  fhip  was 

fentenced 
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fentenced  to  lofe  one  of  his  feet,  and  the  reft  were 
pardoned  as  people  who  had  been  drawn  in  and  de¬ 
ceived. 

This  confpiracy  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  Cortes* 
who  conlldered  it  as  the  confequence  of  paft  diflur- 
hances,  and  the  fparkof  a  flame  which,  if  not  extin- 
guifhed,  might  prove  very  mifchievous  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  his  fcheme  :  his  mind  was  agitated  by 
various  uneafy  reflections,  and  after  having  revolved 
a  number  of  different  expedients,  he  formed  a  re- 
folution  which  evinced  the  greatnefs  of  his  foul  5 
this  was  to  deflroy  the  fhips,  that  the  foldiers,  being 
bereft  of  all  means  to  efcape,  might  aCt  with  more 
ardour  and  unanimity,  and  enable  him  to  conquer 
or  die.  He  communicated  this  fcheme  to  his  con¬ 
fidents,  who,  by  feafonable  gifts  and  infinuations, 
exerted  themfelves  among  the  men  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  failors  themfelves  unanimoufly  de¬ 
clared  the  fhips  would  founder  in  confequence  of  the 
damage  they  had  fuftained  :  fo  that  Cortes  feemed 
to  act  according  to  their  own  dictates,  when  he  or¬ 
dered  them  to  bring  aihore  the  fails,  tackling  and 
iron,  together  with  all  the  ferviceable  planks,  and 
to  fink  all  the  great  veffels,  referving  only  the  boats 
for  fifhing ;  and  by  this  definition  of  the  fleet,  he 
gained  a  reinforcement  to  his  army,  of  above  an 
hundred  men,  who  aCled  as  pilots  and  mariners  on 
board. 

Having  performed  this  aCliori,  which  was  truly 
worthy  of  his  heroic  fpirit,  he  with  his  officers 
concerted  meafures  for  purfuing  the  expedition  :  he 
left  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  with  two  horfes  in 
garrifon  at  VeraCruz,  under  the  command  of  Ju¬ 
an  de  Efcalante,  whom  he  recommended  in  the 
flrongeft  terms  to  the  friendfhip  and  affiflance  of 
the  neighbouring  caciques ;  and,  affembiing  his 
whole  force  at  Zempoalla,  muflered  five  hundred 
foot,  fifteen  horfe,  with  fix  pieces  of  cannon.  The 

cacique 
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cacique  had  provided  two  hundred  tamenes  and  a 
eonfiderable  number  of  armed  troops  as  auxiliaries, 
out  of  which,  Hernan  picked  four  hundred  men, 
including  forty  or  fifty  noble  Indians,  whom,  tho* 
he  treated  them  as  his  own  foldiers,  he  carried  as 
hoftages  for  the  fecurity  of  the  church  of  Zempo- 
alia,  the  Spaniards  at  Vera  Cruz  and  his  own  page, 
whom  he  left  with  the  cacique  to  learn  the  Mexi¬ 
can  language,  in  cafe  he  fhould  lofe  his  interpre¬ 
ters.  All  things  being  in  readinefs  for  the  march, 
an  exprefs  arrived  from  Juan  de  Efcalante,  with 
advice  that  fome  fhips  were  feen  hovering  on  the 
eoad ;  and  Cortes  went  immediately  to  Vera 
Cruz,  leaving  the  command  of  the  troops  to  Pedro 
de  Alvarado  and  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval.  At  his 
arrival,  he  perceived  one  of  the  veiTels  at  anchor 
at  a  eonfiderable  didance  from  the  land,  and  on 
the  fhore  were  four  Spaniards,  confiding  of  an 
eferivano  and  witneffes,  who  delivered  to  Cortes  a 
notification,  containing  in  fubdance,  that  Francifco 
de  Garay,  governor  of  Jamaica,  had,  by  virtue  of 
an  order  from  the  king,  embarked  on  board  of  three 
fhips,  two  hundred  and  feventy  Spaniards,  under 
the  command  of  Alonzo  de  Pineda,  and  taken  pof- 
fefiion  of  that  land  on  the  fide  of  the  river  of 
Panuco,  and  therefore  he  fent  intimation  to  re¬ 
quire  of  Cortes  that  he  fhould  not  make  any  fet- 
tlements  that  way.  Hernan  told  him,  he  did  not 
underdand  thefe  forms  of  law,  but  Would  meet  the 
captain  and  adjuft  the  adair  in  an  amicable  man¬ 
ner,  for  the  fervice  of  the  king,  to  whom  they 
equally  owed  allegiance.  But  the  notary  refufing 
to  carry  this  meflage,  and  infiding  in  a  difrefpetSiful 
manner  upon  having  a  diredf  anfwer  to  his  noti¬ 
fication,  Cortes  ordered  them  to  be  feized,  and, 
concealing  himfelf  and  his  men  among  fome  fand- 
hills  near  the  iliore,  dayed  all  night  and  part  of 
the  next  day,  in  hopes  that  others  would  land  from 
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the  fhip :  at  length  he  diredled  four  of  his  men  to 
put  on  the  cloathsof  the  prifoners,  and  to  go  down 
to  the  fea-fide,  where  they  fhould  make  fignals  with 
their  cloaks.  In  confequence  of  this  ftratagem, 
twelve  or  fourteen  men,  armed  with  fire-arms  and 
crofs-bows,  rowed  towards  them  in  a  boat,  and  as 
they  approached,  the  four  men  gradually  retired, 
but,  all  of  them  refufed  to  land,  except  three  of 
the  lea  ft  confiderate,  who  were  immediately  taken, 
and  their  companions  returned  on  board  the  veflel, 
which  immediately  weighed  anchor  and  flood  to 
fea ;  while  Cortes  returned  to  Zempoalla  with  this 
fmall  recruit  of  feven  Spaniards,  which  was  counted 
a  very  confiderable  reinforcement.  In  a  few  days 
after  his  return,  he  drew  up  the  army  in  order, 
forming  a  body  of  Spaniards  for  the  van-guard,  and 
another  of  Indians  for  the  rear,  commanded  by 
Mamegi,  Theuche  and  Tamilli,  cacique’s  of  the 
mountains :  the  flrongeft  tamenes  were  referved 
for  the  artillery,  and  the  reft  ordered  to  take  charge 
of  the  baggage.  In  this  difpofition,  and  furnifhed 
with  an  advanced  party  to  reconnoitre,  they  began 
their  march  on  the  i  6th  day  of  Auguft,  and  in  their 
route,  were  kindly  entertained  at  Jalapa,  Soco- 
chima,  and  Texucla,  towns  belonging  to  their  con¬ 
federacy.  The  firft  difficulty  they  met  with  in  their 
road  to  Mexico,  was  the  rough  part  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  where  they  were  obliged  to  march  for  three 
days  over  rocks  and  precipices,  in  very  cold  and 
rainy  weather,  from  the  inclemency  of  which,  the 
foldiers  had  no  ihelter  :  and  their  provi boil's  began 
to  fail  when  they  .reached  the  fummit,  where  they 
found  a  temple  and  a  great  quantity  of  wood  ;  but, 
here  they  made  no  ftay,  becaufe  on  the  other  fide 
they  defcried  fome  villages,  to  vhich  they  haftened 
their  march,  and  the  toil  of  their  difpatch  was  re¬ 
coin  penced  with  refreftiment  and  accom  nodation. 

Here  began  the  large  and  populous  province  of  Zo- 

cothlan. 
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oothlan,  the  cacique  of  which  refided  in  a  city  of 
the  fame  name,  fituated  in  the  valley  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain.  To  this  prince,  Cortes  fent  notice 
of  his  arrival  and  defign,  by  two  of  the  Zempo- 
allans,  who  quickly  returned  with  a  favourable  an- 
fwer ;  and  in  a  little  time,  they  difcovered  the  city, 
which  made  a  magnificent  figure  with  towers  and 
edifices,  that  feemed  white  at  a  diftance,  and  be¬ 
ing  by  one  of  the  foldiers  compared  to  Caftel-Blanco 
in  Portugal,  it  for  fome  time  retained  that  appella¬ 
tion.  The  cacique,  with  a  numerous  attendance, 
came  forth  and  received  the  general  with  a  kind  of 
forced  civility  :  the  quarters  provided  for  the  troops 
were  incommodious,  the  provifions  fcanty,  fo  that 
it  plainly  appeared  he  was  not  very  well  pleafed  with 
his  guefts  ;  but  Cortes  prudently  ftified  his  refent- 
ment,  that  he  might  give  the  Indian  no  handle  to 
engage  him  in  hostilities,  which  might  retard  his 
journey,  or  prejudice  his  aim.  Next  day,  the  ca¬ 
cique,  whofe  name  was  Olindeth,  repeated  his  vifit  to 
Cortes,  who  having  received  him  with  great  civi¬ 
lity,  among  other  queftions,  afked  whether  he  was 
fubjedl  to  the  king  of  Mexico.  The  other  readily 
anfwered,  ct  Is  there  any  man  upon  earth  who  is 
<c  not  a  Have  to  Motezuma  ?’’  When  Hernan  fcorn- 
fully  replied,  that  he  himfelf,  and  thofe  who  ac¬ 
companied  him,  obeyed  another  king,  who  had 
many  fubjedfs  more  powerful  than  Motezuma, 
the  cacique,  without  paying  much  attention  to 
thefe  words,  proceeded  to  difplay  the  grandeur  of 
his  emperor  :  he  faid,  the  provinces  under  his  do¬ 
minion  were  not  to  be  reckoned,  that  he  refided 
in  an  impregnable  city,  founded  in  the  midft  of  lakes, 

•  acceffible  only  by  dikes  or  caufeways,  with  draw¬ 
bridges  over  feveral  openings,  through  which  there 
was  a  communication  of  the  water.  Then  he  ex¬ 
patiated  upon  the  immenfity  of  his  riches,  the 
ftrength  of  his  armies,  and  the  mifery  of  his  ene- 
r  V  0  l  ♦  I,  M  mies, 
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yrsies,  above  twenty  thoufand  of  whom  were 
yearly  facrificed  on  the  altars  of  his  gods.  Cortes 
eafily  perceived  the  drift  of  this  difcourfe,  which 
had  been  dilated  by  the  court  of  Mexico,  in  or¬ 
der  to  deter  him  from  proceeding  :  but,  without 
feeming  to  penetrate  into  his  defign,  anfwered  that 
he  was  already  well  informed  of  the  grandeur  of 
Motezuma ;  that  his  own  embafiy  was  peaceable, 
his  men  being  appointed  rather  as  a  mark  of  au¬ 
thority,  than  a  martial-guard  :  but,  neverthelefs, 
he  defired  peace  without  being  afraid  of  war ;  for, 
the  moll  inconfiderable  Spaniard  was  able  to  cope 
with  a  whole  army  of  Indians :  that  he  would  ne¬ 
ver  draw  the  fword  without  provocation  ;  but,  if 
compelled  to  adds  of  hoftility,  he  would  deflroy 
his  enemies  with  fire  and  fword  :  for,  nature 
would  aflift  him  with  her  prodigies,  and  heaven 
with  its  lightning,  in  defence  of  the  caufe  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  truth.  This  declaration,  which  has  the 
air  of  a  ridiculous  rhodomontade,  was  extremely 
well  calculated  f  r  the  intellects  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  confounded  and  overawed  at  the  intre¬ 
pidity  of  the  Spaniards,  which  they  attributed  to 
fopaething  fupernatural. 

The  cacique  owned  to  father  Bartolome  de  OI- 
medo,  that  the  Chriftians  .were  of  a  fuperior  race 
of  men,  that  their  reafons  were  furprifingly  con¬ 
vincing,  and  their  valour  invincible:  with  thefe 
fentiments,  he  entirely  altered  his  conduct,  and 
plentifully  fupplied  them  with  all  necefTaries  for  the 
fpace  of  five  days,  during  which  they  flayed  in 
Zocothlan  ;  as  for  the  general,  he  treated  him  with 
infinite  refpect,  prefented  him  with  four  female 
Haves,  and  offered  to  fupply  him  with  twenty  noble 
Indians  as  guides  for  the  army.  Notwithstanding 
thefe  civilities,  he  was  ft  ill  at  heart  a  Have  to  Mo¬ 
tezuma,  and,  by  his  direction,  advifed  Cortes  to 
continue  his  march  by  the  way  of  Cholula,  a  fer- 
7  ,  ‘He 
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tile  country,  well  peopled  with  inhabitants,  who, 
being  wholly  inclined  to  merchandize  and  the  arts 
of  peace,  would  plentifully  fupply  his  troops  in 
their  paffage  ;  whereas  fhould  he  take  the  road  of 
Tlafcala,  he  mud  march  through  a  country  pof- 
fefled  by  a  bloody-minded  people,  addicted  to 
cruelty  and  war.  This  advice,  however,  was  re- 
jedfed  in  confequence  of  the  information  Cortes  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Zempoallans  of  his  army,  who 
affured  him  privately,  that  the  Cholulans  were  a 
faithlefs  people,  wholly  devoted  to  Motezuma, 
whofe  troops  were  quartered  in  all  the  towns  of 
their  diftrid: :  whereas  the  Tlafcalans,  tho’  nume¬ 
rous  and  warlike,  were  friends  to  the  Totonaques 
and  Zempoallans,  and  continually  at  war  with 
Motezuma  *,  for  which  reafons,  they  counfelled 
him  to  march  through  that  province,  where  he 
would  be  well  treated,  as  their  ally  and  confederate. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  reprefen  rations,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  march  to  the  province  of  Tlafcala 
that  bordered  upon  Zocothlan,  and,  during  the  firft 
days,  nothing  confiderable  occurred  ;  but  afterwards, 
hearing  the  country  was  in  arms,  he  refolved  to 
halt  in  a  fmall  town  called  Xacazingo,  until  he 
fhould  be  better  informed  of  their  intention. 

Tlafcala,  being  about  fifty  leagues  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  abounded  with  inhabitants,  though  the  land 
was  mountainous  and  uneven,  and  the  town,  con¬ 
fiding  of  houfes  rather  durable  than  handfome,  was 
built  upon  different  eminences,  partly  for  defence, 
and  partly  with  a  view  to  leave  the  plain  for  the 
purpofis  of  cultivation.  At  firfi:  the  people  were 
governed  by  kings,  till,  weary  of  tyranny,  they 
fhook  off  the  yoke,  and  formed  themfelves  into  a 
commonwealth  :  they  divided  the  towns  into  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  difiridls,  and  each  fent  a  represen¬ 
tative  to  Tlafcala,  where  they  conftituted  a  fenate, 
the  refolutions  of  which  the  whole  province  obeyed. 

M  2  Under 
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Under  this  form  of  government,  they  had  long 
maintained  themfelves  againft  the  kings  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  and  were  now  at  their  higheft  pitch  of  power; 
for,  the  cruelty  of  Motezuma  had  augmented  the 
number  of  their  confederates,  among  whom  they 
reckoned  the  Otomies,  a  warlike  nation,  famed 
alike  for  valour  and  barbarity. 

To  this  republic  Cortes  fent  four  of  the  chief 
{Zempoallans,  who  were  amply  inftrudled  by  Donna 
Marina  and  Aguilar,  how  to  harangue  the  fenate 
in  demanding  a  pafTage  for  the  Spaniards  through 
the  territories  of  Hafcala.  They  immediately  af- 
jfumed  the  enfigns  of  ambafladors;  each  putting  on 
his  (boulder  a  wreathed  cotton  tippet  knotted  at 
the  ends,  bearing  in  the  right  hand  a  large  arrow, 
and  on  the  left  arm  a  target  of  fhell :  when  the  pur¬ 
port  of  the  embafiy  is  war,  the  feathers  of  the  ar¬ 
row  are  red,  but  white  when  their  errand  is  peace. 
Jiy  thefe  fymbols  they  were  known  and  refpeefed 
on  the  high  roads,  tho’,  if  they  turned  afide,  they 
forfeited  their  privileges  and  immunities. 

In  this  manner  the  four  envoys  of  Cortes  enter¬ 
ed  I'lafcala,  where  they  were  lodge!  in  a  houfe  fet 
apart  for  the  reception  of  ambafladors,  and  next 
day  were  introduced  into  the  fenate,  the  members 
of  which  rofe  from  their  little  chairs,  called  yopa- 
Ics,  to  bid  them  welcome  The  ambafladors  en¬ 
tered  with  their  arrows  raifed  on  high,  and  their 
tippets  on  their  heads  in  token  of  extraordinary 
veneration  ;  then,  having  paid  their  refpedls  to  the 
fenate,  they  walked  leifurely  to  the  middle  of  the 
hall,  where  they  kneeled  with  their  eyes  fixed  up¬ 
on  the  ground,  waiting  for  permiflion  to  fpeak. 
When  the  eldefl:  fenator  defired  them  to  declare  their 
bufinefs,  they  feated  themfelves  upon  their  legs, 
and  he  who  was  pitched  upon  as  the  orator  exprefl’ed 
himfelf  to  this  efFe£L 
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4C  Noble  republic,  valiant  Tlafcalans,  the  lord 
of  Zempoalla  and  the  mountain  caciques,  your 
“  friends  and  allies,  wifhing  you  health  abundance,. 

and  the  deftrudlion  of  your  enemies,  fend  us  to 
<6  you  notice  that  an  invincible  race  of  mere 
<c  are  arrived  from  the  eaft,  and  feem  to  be  more 
than  human ;  for,  they  fail  upon  palaces,  and 
u  wield  the  thunder  and  lightning  :  yet  they  wor- 
fhip  an  Almighty  Being  fuperior  to  our  gods,  who 
is  offended  at  the  facrihces  of  human  blood* 
Their  general  is  ambaffador  from  a  powerful 
prince,  who  defires  to  reform  the  abides  of  our 
country,  and  reprefs  the  tyranny  of  Motezuma 
he  has  already  refcued  our  provinces  from  op- 
preffion,  and  as  he  means  to  pafs  through  your 
territories,  in  his  way  to  Mexico,  he  defires  to 
know  wherein  you  have  been  aggrieved  by  the 
tyrant,  that  he  may  redrefs  your  wrongs.  We 
have  experienced  his  valour  and  beneficence,  and,., 
in  the  name  of  our  caciques  and  confederates^ 
admonifh  and  requeft  you  to  entertain  thofe. 
Grangers  as  the  friends  of  your  allies  :  for,  their 
captain  affures  you,  that  he  comes  in  a  peaceable 
manner,  demanding  nothing  but  a  free  paffage 
through  your  counts y,  in  order  to  prof  cute  his 
march,  and  fulfil  his  upright  intentions,”  The 
fpeech  being  thus  concluded,  the  four  Indians 
raifed  themfelves  upon  their  knees,  and,  making  a 
profound  reverence  to  the  fenate,  fat  down  as  be¬ 
fore,  in  expectation  of  an  anfwer.  The  fenators, 
having  conferred  among  themfelves,  gave  the  am- 
baffadors  to  underftand,  that  they  received  the  faiu- 
tation  of  their  confederates  with  all  imaginable  gra¬ 
titude  ;  but  that  they  muft  deliberate  upon  the  an- 
fwer  to  be  given  to  the  ftrangers.  Then  t ?  e  Indi¬ 
ans  retired  to  their  lodging,  and  the  fenate  began  to 
difcufs  the  demand  of  Cortes,  which  produced  very 
©bfiinate  debates ;  fome  propofing  to  comply  with 
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his  requeft,  and  others  infilling  upon  repelling  or 
deflroying  him  by  force  of  arms.  The  chief  of 
thofe  who  efpoufed  the  pacific  opinion  was  an  old 
fienator,  called  Magifcatzen,  of  great  authority  in 
the  republic,  who  reminded  them  of  a  prophecy, 
importing  that  an  invincible  race  of  men  would 
come  from  the  oriental  regions,  with  fuch  domi¬ 
nion  over  the  elements,  that  they  fhould  found 
floating  cities  upon  the  feas,  and  ufe  fire  and  air  to 

fubdue  the  earth  :  he  faid  thefe  flranaers  were  cer- 

© 

tainly  the  very  people  predicated ;  they  came  from 
the  eaft,  their  arms  were  fire,  they  dwelt  in  float¬ 
ing- houfes,  and,  by  thpir  actions  in  Tabafco,  they 
.proved  themfelves  invincible:  befides,  their  arrival 
was  predidted  by  fignals  from  heaven,  which  it 
were  impious  to  difregard  j  or,  fuppofing  thofe  fig¬ 
nals  we  re  cafual,  and  the  ftrangers  no  other  than 
men  like  themfelves,  they  had  affifted  their  allies, 
and  were  now  come  in  a  peaceable  manner,  foli- 
citing  a  paffage  through  their  country,  which  they 
could  not  refufe,  without  being  guilty  of  cruelty  to 
men  who  had  never  injured  them,  as  well  as  of 
difrefpect  to  their  allies,  by  whom  the  ftrangers 
were  fo  ftrongly  recommended.  The  fpeech  of 
Magifcatzen  was  received  with  acclamation  and 
applaufe ;  when  the  favourable  intention  of  the  fe- 
nate  was  wholly  altered  by  the  interpofition  of 
Xicotencal  their  general,  a  young  man  of  great 
ferocity  and  ambition,  who,  with  equal  eloquence 
and  vivacity,  ridiculed  the  prophecy,  or  at  leaft  the 
fuppofition  of  its  being  verified  in  the  arrival  of  the 
Spaniards,  whom  he  rcprefented  as  ordinary  men, 

*  whofe  vefiels  and  arms  were  the  efFedf  of  human 
ir.dufiry,  whofe  valour  was  not  uncommon,  tho? 
their  pride,  cruelty,  and  avarice  were  intolerable  ; 
for  they  contemned  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the 
Indians,  thirfled  after  their  gold,  lived  at  difcretion, 
deftrcved  their  temples,  and  blafphemed  their  gods : 

*  with 
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with  refpedl  to  the  fignals  of  Hea.ven*  they  were 
always  deemed  as  fore-runners  of  calamity,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  interpreted  as  warnings  to 
oppofe  and  extirpate  thofe  prefumptuous  Grangers  ; 
for  which  reafons,  he  earnedly  begged  they  would 
give  him  leave  to  ademble  the  forces,  and  extirpate 
them  at  once,  as  oppreffors  of  their  country  and 
enemies  of  their  religion.  Thefe  arguments  pre¬ 
ponderated  with  a  people  trained  to  war  and  ambi¬ 
tious  of  glory  :  they  ordered  the  general  to  form 
the  army  and  try  his  drength  with  the  Chridians, 
and  in  the  meantime  detained  the  ambaffadors,  in¬ 
tending,  fhould  they  be  worded,  to  lay  the  blame 
of  the  war  upon  the  ferocity  of  their  Otomy  allies^ 
and  ufe  the  interceffion  of  the  Zempoallans  in  pro¬ 
curing  peace, 

CHAP.  XII. 

Cortes  enters  the  territories  of  the  Tlafcalans ,  with  vjJjoju 
he  fights  an  ohjiinate  battle  ;  they  afterwards  return 
to  the  charge  and  are  repufed ;  the  Spaniards  mu¬ 
tiny  and  are  appeafed  by  the  fpeech  of  Cortes. 

TH  E  Spaniards  having  waited  eight  days  at 
Xacazingo  for  the  return  of  his  meflengers, 
whofe  delay  he  looked  upon  as  a  confirmation  of 
the  hodile  intent  of  the  Tlafcalans,  Cortes  refolved 
to  continue  his  march  towards  their  city,  that  he 
might  either  difcover  their  defigns,  or  attack  them 
before  they  fhould  be  joined  by  their  allies,  This 
was  a  prudent  refolution  ;  for,  in  all  probability, 
they  had  not  time  to  guard  a  flrong  wall  of  hewn 
done,  extending  from  one  mountain  to  another  as 
a  bulwark  to  their  territories,  through  the  opening 
of  which  he  paded  without  oppodtion.  It  was 
twenty  feet  thick,  nine  feet  high,  with  a  parapet 
upon  the  top,  divided  in  the  middle  for  an  entrance, 
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which  was  formed  by  the  two  ends  circularly  crof- 
fmg  each  other  for  the  fpace  of  ten  paces ;  and 
might  have  been  eafily  defended  againft  all  invaders. 
'The  Spaniards,  having  pafled  it  without  difficulty, 
formed  themfelves  again  into  a  compaSI  body,  and 
continuing  their  march,  difcovered  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  twenty  or  thirty  Indians,  who  by  their 
plumes  appeared  to  be  fold iers  in  the  held.  Cortes 
immediately  fent  his  fcouts  to  allure  them  with 
figns  of  peace,  while  he  himfelf  followed  with 
eight  horfe,  and  ordered  his  infantry  to  advance  at 
leifure,  that  they  might  not  be  out  of  breath  in  cafe 
of  emergency.  The  Indians  flayed  in  the  fame 
place,  until  the  fix  horfe  that  were  detached  before 
the  reft:  drew  near,  then  they  betook  them relves  to 
their  heels,  until  they  joined  their  party,  which  was 
at  fome  diftance,  when  they  faced  about  and  flood 
in  a  pofture  of  defence.  They  were  immediately 
attacked  by  the  fourteen  horfe  united  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  flood  their  ground  without  flinching, 
notwithflanding  the  damage .  they  received,  until 
they  were  reinforced  by  five  thoufand  Indians, 
who  had  lain  in  ambufcade :  at  the  fame  time  the 
Spanifh  infantry  came  up,  and  the  troops  formed 
themfelves  into  a  battalion,  to  fuftain  the  fury  with 
which  the  enemy  advanced :  but  at  the  firft  volley 
©f  the  fire-arms,  which  did  great  execution,  they 
turned  their  backs,  and  the  Spaniards  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  confufion,  fell  upon  them  with 
fuch  refolution,  that  in  a  little  time  they  quitted 
the  field,  leaving  fixty  men  dead  and  fome  prifo- 
ners.  Cortes  would  not  allow  them  to  be  purfued, 
but  took  pofleffion  of  feme  houfes  that  were  in  fight, 
in  which  they  found  provifions,  and  pafied  the 
night.  Next  day,  proceeding  on  their  march, 
they  were  oppofed  by  a  larger  body  of  the  enemy, 
which  advanced  with  great  noife,  and  difeharging  a 
flight  of  arrows  and  a  great  quantity  of  ftones  from 

flings, 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.  249 

flings,  began  to  retreat,  making  a  kind  of  running 
fight.  Cortes,  perceiving  that  their  retreat  was  ra¬ 
ther  the  effedf  of  ftratagem  than  of  fear,  followed 
in  clofe  order,  until  having  reached  the  top  of  an 
eminence  in  the  road,  he  difcovered  a  plain  on  the 
other  fide,  alrnofl  covered  with  an  army  of  forty 
thoufand  men,  compofed  of  various  nations  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  various  colours  of  their  enfigns 
and  plumes.  The  Spaniards,  without  being  dif- 
couraged  at  the  fight  of  fuch  odds,  marched  down 
the  hill  with  a  chearful  fecurity,  and  forming  on 
the  even  ground  below,  where  the  horfes  could 
add,  moved  on  to  the  attack  at  the  appointed  fignal : 
the  Indians  flill  retired,  until  feeing  them  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  hill,  they  opened  to  the  right  and 
lift,  running  furioufly  to  occupy  the  ground  on 
both  fides,  then  clofing  in  a  circle,  furrounded  the 
Spaniards,  who  found  it  neceiTary  to  throw  them*- 
felves  into  the  form  of  an  hollow  fquare,  in  order 
to  fufiain  the  fury  of  the  afiailants.  The  air  was 
darkened  with  arrows,  and  rent  with  hideous  out¬ 
cries,  an  innumerable  quantity  of  darts  and  ftones 
rained  upon  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Indians  per¬ 
ceiving  the  little  efredl  of  thefe  middles,  boldly  at¬ 
tacked  them  with  pikes  and  fwords.  Cortes,  break¬ 
ing  in  among  them  with  his  horfe,  trampled  under 
foot  all  that  were  in  his  way,  the  fire-arms  killed 
them  in  heaps,  the  artillery  mowed  down  whole 
companies,  filling  their  army  with  death  and  hor¬ 
ror.  Numbers  were  employed,  according  to  the  In¬ 
dian  cuftom,  to  carry  off"  their  killed  and  wounded  ; 
the  multitude  began  to  diminifli,  and  their  fury  to 
abate:  then  Cortes,  feeing  them  fall  hack,  placed! 
his  horfe  on  the  wings,  and  being  followed  by  the 
foot  at  a  large  pace,  charged  them  with  redoubled 
vigour.  A  t  firfi,  they  made  a  gallant  refiftance, 
but  the  horfes,  that  feemed  monftrous  or  fupernatu- 
ra  1,  threw  them  into  diforder,  fo  that  they  began 
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to  fly  on  all  Tides,  wounding  and  treading  one  ano¬ 
ther  under  foot,  in  the  confufion  of  their  flights 
During  the  fray,  however,  Pedro  de  Moron  beings 
mounted  on  a  mare,  engaged  bimfelf  too  far,  To 
that  he  was  furrounded  and  taken,  after  having  re¬ 
ceived  feverai  wounds  and  tho’  he  was  Toon  re¬ 
leafed  by  another  party  of  horfe,  the  mare  was 
killed,  and  the  Indians  had  time  to  clofe  again, 
and  renew  the  battle.  By  this  time,  the  Spaniards 
were  tired  with  adfion,  and  began  to  be  dubious  of 
fuccefs,  when,  all  of  a  fudden,  the  cries  of  the 
enemy  ceafed,  and  this  fdence  was  fucceeded  by 
the  noife  of  their  kettle-drums  and  horns  founding 
a  retreat,  in  obedience  to^  which,  they  moved 
llowly  off,  leaving  the  field  to  the  Chriftians.  It 
was  afterwards  known  that  Xicotencal  ordered  this 
retreat  to  be  founded,  becaufe  the  greateft  part  of 
his  commanders  being  killed,  he  would  not  venture 
to  manage  fuch  an  army  without  officers  :  yet,  not- 
withftanding  their  great  lofs,  they  entered  their 
quarters  triumphant,  becaufe  they  had  not  been 
overcome,  and  the  mare’s  head  was  carried  as  a 
trophy  before  the  general,  who  fent  it  to  Tlafcala, 
where  it  was  facrificed  in  one  of  their  temples, 
with  extraordinary  folemnity.  In  this  battle,  nine 
or  ten  Spanifh  foldiers  were  wounded,  and  Tome  of 
the  Zempoallans,  who  did  good  fervice  on  this  oc- 
caflon,  fired  by  the  example  of  the  Spaniards,  as 
well  as  with  refentment  at  feeing;  their  alliance 
defpifed.  Cortes,  perceiving  a  fmail  town  on  a  ri- 
fmg  ground  that  commanded  that  country,  marched 
thither,  and  found  abundance  of  provifion  ;  but, 
as  there  was  not  fufficient  accommodation  for  the 
whole  army,  the  Zempoallans  built  huts  for  them- 
felves,  and  chearfully  raifed  fome  works  of  earth 
and  fafci-nes  to  fecure  the  place,  which  was  naturally 
ilrong  and  of  difficult  accefs* 


Various 
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Various  were  the  fentiments  of  the  Tlafcalans 
upon  the  event  of  this  day’s  engagement.  The 
death  of  their  captains  produced  a  public  lamenta¬ 
tion  :  fome  cried  out  for  peace  with  thofe  ftr.angers, 
who  were  certainly  immortal ;  Magifcatzen  valued 
himfelf  upon  having  forefeen  the  difafter,  and  re¬ 
peated  the  arguments  he  had  formerly  ufed  in  the 
fenate  :  others  breathed  nothing  but  menaces,  and 
the  continuation  of  the  war,  comforting  them- 
felves  with  the  death  of  the  mare.  Xicotencal  de¬ 
manded  fupplies  for  the  army,  to  revenge  the  lofs 
they  had  buffered  ;  and  one  of  the  confederates  ar¬ 
riving  at  this  period,  with  ten  thoufand  men,  this 
fuccour  was  looked  upon  as  the  effedt  of  a  particu¬ 
lar  providence  in  their  behalf,  and  encouraged  them 
to  profecute  the  war  with  frefn  vigour.  Mean 
while,  the  four  Z-empoallan  envoys,  having  made 
their  efcape,  returned  to  the  Spanifh  camp  by  diffe¬ 
rent  ways,  and  gave  an  account  of  their  having 
been  deftined  by  the  Tlafcalans  as  facrifces  to  the 
god  of  war,  as  foon  as  Xicotencal  took  the  field,  at 
which  time  they  were  put  in  clofe  confinement, 
from  whence  they  had  found  means  to  withdraw : 
and  this  information  had  fuch  an  effedf  upon  their 
companions,  that  Cortes,  who  wanted  to  renew  his 
offers  of  peace,  could  not  find  meffengers  to  carry 
the  propofals. 

A  profound  filence  reigned  through  the  whole 
country,  fo  that  the  very  ffillnefs  was  fufpicious, 
and  the  retreat  of  Xicotencal  had  all  the  marks  of 
an  undecided  difpute  :  he  had  reafon,  therefore,  to 
maintain  his  poft,  to  the  rtrength  of  which  he 
had  added  by  new  works  :  yet,  forefeeing  the  In¬ 
dians  would  interpret  his  inaction  into  fear,  an  opi¬ 
nion  which  it  was  by  no  means  his  inter-eft  to  in¬ 
dulge,  he  refolved  to  fally  from  his  quarters  the 
very  next  morning  after  the  battle,  in  order  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  country,  gain  intelligence,  and  djfturb 
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the  enemy:  which  refolution  he  in  perfon  execu¬ 
ted  with  all  his  horfe,  and  two  hundred  foot, 
equally  confiding  of  Spaniards  and  Zempoallans. 
He  proceeded  as  far  as  fome  villages  in  the  road  to 
Tlalcala,  where  he  found  great  ftore  of  provifions, 
and  took  feveral  prifoners,  from  whom  he  learned 
that  Xicotencal  was  encamped  about  two  leagues 
from  thence,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city, 
employed  in  recruiting  and  augmenting  the  army. 
Cortes  having  permitted  the  Zempoallans,  who  were 
now  incenfed  againft  the  Tlafcalans,  to  deftroy  the 
country  with  fire  and  fwcrd,  returned  to  the  camp, 
from  whence  he  fet  at  liberty  all  the  prifoners  he 
had  made  in  this  excurfion,  that  they  might  re¬ 
tain  the  imprefiion  of  Spanifh  generofity  ;  and  of 
thofe  who  were  taken  on  the  day  of  battle,  he 
chofe  two  or  three  to  carry  a  meflage  to  Xicotencal, 
exprefling  his  concern  for  the  lofs  he  had  fuftained 
in  the  a£fion,  which  was  owing  to  the  obftinacy 
of  his  nation,  in  reje£fing  the  peaceable  requeft  of 
the  Spaniards ;  and  defiring  that  they  would  now 
Hften  to  terms  of  accommodation,  otherwife  he 
Ihould  be  obliged  to  deftroy  them  root  and  branch, 
fo  as  to  make  the  name  of  Tiafcala  a  terror  to  its 
neighbours.  The  prifoners  departed  with  this  mef- 
fage,  promifing  faithfully  to  return  with  an  anfwer  ; 
and  indeed  few  hours  elapfed  before  they  kept  theis 
lyord:  for,  they  came  back  in  a  bloody  condition,, 
having  been  mangled  by  order  of  Xicotencal,  fo2? 
their  prefumption  in  delivering  fuch  a  charge  ;  to 
which  he  anfwered  by  the  fame  meffengers,  that 
he  would  at  fun-rife  meet  the  Chriftians  in  the  field, 
when  he  made  no  doubt  but  he  fhould  carry  them 
alive  to  the  altars  of  his  gods,  on  which  their  blood 
fhould  be  facrificed  :  he,  therefore,,  gave  notice  of 
his  refolution  that  their  captain  might  haye  time 
to  prepare  hi mfelf ;  for,  he  was  not  accuftomed  to 
Men  the  glory  of  his  victories,  in  attacking  his 
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enemy  by  furprize.  Cortes,  tho?  piqued  at  the  in- 
folence  of  this  barbarian,  would  not  negledl  his 
advice  ;  on  the  contrary,  at  day-break  he  drew  his 
troops  into  the  field,  leaving  in  the  quarters,  fuch  a 
force  as  he  thought  neceflary  for  their  defence,  and 
advancing  about  half  a  league,  took  pofleflion  of  a 
part  where  he  could  receive  the  enemy  with  ad¬ 
vantage.  There  he  formed  his  men,  fecuring  his 
flanks  with  the  artillery,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  horfe,  in  order  to  bring  fuccour  to 
every  place  where  it  fhould  be  wanted  :  he  waited 
the  event  with  fuch  figns  of  eafe  and  fecurity  in 
his  afpedt,  as  filled  the  foldiers  with  fortitude  and 
refolution.  The  fcouts  in  a  little  time,  returned 
with  intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  upon  the 
march,  and  prefently  their  vanguard  appeared  : 
the  plain  began  to  fill  with  armed  Indians,  fo  that 
the  eye  could  not  reach  the  end  of  their  troops, 
which  covered  the  whole  horizon  ;  their  number 
amounted  to  above  fifty  thoufand  men,  confiding 
of  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  republic  and  its  allies. 
They  difplayed  a  great  eagle  of  gold,  the  enfign  of 
Tlafcala,  which  they  never  brought  into  the  field 
except  in  their  greatefl  undertakings,  and  they  ad¬ 
vanced  with  equal  intrepidity  and  expedition.' 
When  they  came  within  cannon-fhot,  the  artillery 
druck  fuch  a  terror  into  them,  that  they  baited  for 
fome  time,  divided  between  fear  and  indignation ; 
but,  their  rage  prevailing,  they  rufhed  forward  in  a 
throng,  until  they  were  near  enough  to  ufe  their 
flings  and  arrows,  and  then  they  were  a  fecond 
time  flopped  by  the  difcharge  of  the  fire-arms  and 
crofs-bows..  The  engagement  laded  a  long  time, 
until  the  Indians,  perceiving  the  carnage  that  was 
made  among  them  by  the  Spaniards  and  Zempo- 
allans,  who  flood  fafe  in  the  advantage  of  their  arms 
and  difpofition,  obeyed  the  dictates  of  fury  and 
defpair,  and  burfling  among  them  like  a  torrent, 

broke 


254  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

broke  their  ranks  by  mecr  dint  of  weight  and  mul¬ 
titude.,  There  was  now  occafion  for  all  the  valour 
of  the  foldiers,  all  the  bravery  and  condudf  of  the 
officers  to  remedy  this  misfortune  ;  and  indeed  they 
formed  again  by  main  force,  bearing  down  all  that 
did  not  give  way  to  their  amazing  efforts.  At  this 
very  jundfure,  a  very  great  difturbance  was  ob~ 
ferved  among  the  enemy:  their  troops  moved  to 
and.  fro,  dividing  and  turning  their  arms  againft 
each  other  ;  till  at  length  they  retired  together  in  a 
tumultuous  manner  ;  thofe  who  were  engaged  in 
the  front  turning  their  backs,  and  flying  with  pre¬ 
cipitation. 

It  was  afterwards  known  that  the  caufe  of  this 
difturbance  and  retreat  was  the  infolence  of  Xico- 
tencal,  who  upbraided  one  of  the  confederate  ca¬ 
ciques  with  cowardice,  becaufe  he  did  not  advance 
when  the  reft  were  engaged.  The  Indian  chief, 
who  commanded  ten  thoufand  men,  replied  with 
equal  obloquy,  a  perfonal  challenge  enfued,  the 
other  caciques  efpoufed  the  quarrel  of  their  friend, 
fo  that  tumult  and  uproar  prevailed  :  at  length* 
the  confederates  retired,  and  Xicotencal,  finding 
himfelf  abandoned  by  his  allies,  left  the  field  and 
the  victory  to  the  Spaniards,  after  having  feen  a 
vaft  number  of  his  people  flain  upon  the  fpot* 
Tho’  Cortes  loft  only  one  foldier  on  this  occafion, 
fome  of  the  men  returned  to  the  quarters  in  a  me¬ 
lancholy  and  defponding  humour,  produced  by  the 
refledlion  of  their  having  been  put  into  diforder, 
and  loudly  declared  that  they  would  not  facrifice 
fhemfelves  to  the  obftinacy  of  Cortes,  but  return, 
of  themfelves  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  leave  him  alone 
to  his  own  ambition  and  temerity.  This  fpirit  of 
mutiny  and  difobedience  increafed  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  Cortes  found  it  neceffary  to  affemble  and 
harangue  the  foldiers  :  he  obferved,  that  they  had 
already  vanquifhed  and  overthrown  the  Tlafcalans, 
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who,  in  a  little  time,  would  certainly  fue  for  peace; 
fo  that  they  fhould  proceed  to  Mexico  with  an  ad¬ 
ditional  lhare  of  reputation,  acquired  from  the  con- 
queft  of  fiich  a  warlike  people :  whereas,  fhould 
they  now  attempt  to  retreat,  they  muft  forfeit  all 
the  hopes  of  t  eir  enterprize,  bring  themfelves  in¬ 
to  contempt  with  their  allies,  who  now  looked  upon 
'  them  as  invincible,  and  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
enmity  of  the  Tlafcalans,  who,  knowing  all  the 
paffes  of  the  country,  would  undoubtedly  harafs 
them  in  their  march  by  attacks  and  ambufcades,  fo 
as  to  intercept  their  return,  and  perhaps  effedt  their 
total  deftru&ion.  In  a  word,  he  exerted  his  elo¬ 
quence  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  one  of  the  muti¬ 
neers  cried  aloud,  66  Fellbw-foldiers,  our  general 
*4  is  in  the  right :  we  cannot  now  retire  without 
<c  being  inevitably  loft.”  And  his  refolution  was 
applauded  by  the  acclamations  of  the  whole  army, 

/ 
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Xicotencal  attacks  the  Spani/h  quarters  by  night ;  his 
army  deferts  him  ;  the  republic  fues  for  peace  ;  ano¬ 
ther  embafy  arrives  from  Motezuma ;  Cortes 
makes  his  entrance  into  Tiafcala . 

rjp  H  E  inhabitants  of  Tiafcala,  intimidated  by 
JL  the  event  of  the  fecond  battle,  cried  aloud 
for  peace  with  thofe  ftrangers,  who  were  certainly 
invincible  and  immortal.  The  fenate  concluded 
they  were  magicians,  and,  refolving  to  oppofe  en¬ 
chantment  againft  enchantment,  confulted  their 
own  wizzards,  who,  pretending  to  have  dffcovered 
the  caufe  of  their  own  mifcarriage,  affirmed  the 
Spaniards, 'being  the  offspring  of  the  fun,  derived 
a  luperior  force  from  the  warm  and  invigorating 
beams  of  their  father  :  but,  that  when  he  difap- 
peared  in  the  weft,  that  influence  ceafed,  and  they 

remained 
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remained  difpirited  and  withered  like  the  herbs  of 
the  field.  They  therefore  propofed  that  the  Chrif- 
tians  fhould  be  attacked  by  night,  and  utterly  des¬ 
troyed  before  they  could  be  animated  by  the  riling 
fun.  This  important  intelligence  was  communi¬ 
cated  to  Xicotencal  by  the  fenate,  with  orders  to 
execute  the  plan,  ami  he  immediately  began  to 
make  proper  difpofitions  for  t  e  action. 

Mean  while  tre  Spaniards  made  fallies  to  raife 
contributions  among  the  neighbouring  villages, 
driving  the  detached  parties  of  the  enemy  before 
them,  tho’ they  ufed  the  unarmed  natives  fo  well  as 
to  gain  both  their  good  will  and  provifion.  Cortes 
was  particularly  careful  in  preferving  ftridft  difcip- 
line  :  he  always  kept  fentinels  pofted^at  a  diftance 
from  the  quarters :  the  guards  mounted  and  were 
relieved  with  the  greateft  regularity ;  the  horfes 
flood  faddled  all  night,  and  the  foldiers  either 
watched  or  refted  upon  their  arms.  T  his  precifion 
was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  for,  on  the  night 
deftined  for  the  attack  projected  by  the  Tlafcalans, 
the  out  fentinels  difcovered  a  body  of  the  enemy 
marching  towards  their  quarters,  with  unaccuftom- 
ed  flownefs  and  filence  ;  and  notice  being  given  of 
their  approach,  the  foldiers,  without  noife  or  con- 
fufion,  manned  the  works,  and  chearfully  waited 
to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  Xicotencal  had 
brought  with  him  ten  thoufand  men,  whom  he  or¬ 
dered  to  attack  the  quarters  on  three  Tides,  and  they 
executed  his. commands  with,  equal  fpeed  and  refo- 
lution  :  hut,,  they  met  with  fuch  a  powerful  and 
unexpected  refinance,  that  many,  fell  upon  the  fpot, 
and  the  reft  were  infedted  with  the  greater  fear,  as 
they  had  come  in  full  confidence  of  finding  the 
Spaniards  weak  and  unprepared.  Xicotencal  was 
now  fenfible  of  the  delufion  of  the  forcerers  ;  but, 
his  anger  animated  him  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  courage, 
that  he  returned  to  the  aftault  with  redoubled  fury : 

his  5 
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bis  Indians  helping  one  another  to  climb  over  the 
wall,  and  one  party  fucceeding  as  another  was  (lain* 
for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  during  which 
they  fuffered  as  much  from  their  own  diforder,  as 
from  the  arms  of  the  Chriflians  ;  till  at  length,  the 
general  finding  it  impradlicable  to  carry  his  point, 
ordered  the  fignal  to  be  given  for  withdrawing  his 
men.  But  Hernan  Cortes,  who  kept  a  watchful 
eye  over  every  circumfbnce,  no  fooner  perceived 
them  flackening  in  the  attack  and  retiring  from  the 
wall,  than  he  fent  out  part  of  his  infantry  and  all 
his  horfe,  furnifhed  with  bread:  plates  full  of  bells, 
to  charge  the  retreating  Indians,  who  were  fo  ter¬ 
rified  at  the  unufual  noife,  that  they  fled  in  confufion 
leaving  a  confiderable  number  of  dead  and  fome 
wounded,  whom  they  could  not  carry  off.  This 
vidlory  was  obtained  with  the  lofs  of  only  one  Zem- 
poallan  :  a  circumflance  altogether  furprizing,  confl- 
dering  the  innumerable  heaps  of  arrows,  darts,  and 
flones  that  were  found  within  the  intrenchments* 
The  news  of  this  action  no  fooner  reached 
Tlafcala,  than  the  inhabitants  with  one  voice  de¬ 
manded  peace,  and  juflice  againfl  the  magicians 
who  had  deceived  them.  The  fenate  aflembling, 
nnanimoufly  agreed  to  punifh  the  impcftors,  two 
of  whom  were  immediately  facrificed  to  their  gods, 
and  to  implore  forgivenefs  of  thofe  Grangers,  whom 
they  now  certainly  believed  to  be  the  celellial  men 
mentioned  in  their  prophecy.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  meflenger  was  fent  to  inform  Xicotencal  of  the 
fenate’s  refolution,  and  commanded  him  to  defifl: 
from  all  further  operations  of  war.  This  general, 
however,  exafperated  againfl  the  Spaniards,  from 
whom  he  longed  to  retrieve  his  honour,  abfolutely 
refufed  to  comply  with  this  command;  and  re- 
folved  to  aflault  the  enemy  a  fecond  time  by  night, 
after  he  fhould  have  informed  himfelf  of  the 
flrength  and  nature  of  their  fortifications.  For 

this 
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this  purpofe,  he  employed  forty  foldiers  to  enter 
the  Spanifh  quarters  among  the  peafants  of  the 
neighbourhood,  who  reforted  thither  to  exchange 
provifions  for  baubles  ;  and  thefe  fpies  (pent  the 
greateft  part  of  the  morning  among  the  Chriftians, 
iinfufpecled,  until  a  Zempoallan,  who  had  per¬ 
ceived  one  of  them  examining  the  fortifications 
very  narrowly,  communicated  his  fufpicion  to 
Cortes,  who  immediately  ordered  him  to  be  feized 
and  put  to  the  torture,  when  he  made  an  ample 
confeffion,  in  confequence  of  which,  his  confede¬ 
rates  were  apprehended,  and  the  whole  fcheme  was 
difcovered.  The  general,  thinking  it  necefiary  to 
a £1  with  rigour  on  this  occafion,  ordered,  that  of 
fifteen  who  feemed  the  moft  obfiinate,  fome  fhould 
lofe  an  hand,  others  be  deprived  of  their  thumbs, 
and  difmifled  to  tell  Xicotencal  that  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  his  coming,  and  had  fent  thofe  fpies  alive, 
that  he  might  not  lofe  their  information  concerning 
the  Spanifh  works. 

The  Indian  army  was  ftruck  with  horrour  and 
aftonifhment  at  this  bloody  fpedtacle,  and  their 
mefiage  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  mind  of 
their  general,  who  now  believed,  in  good  earnefl, 
that  the  Chriftians  could  not  have  penetrated  this 
defign,  without  fome  fupernatural  intelligence. 
While  he  ruminated  on  this  refledfion,  he  was 
overtaken  by  feveral  minifters,  who,  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  fenate,  divefted  him  of  the  fupreme 
command,  on  account  of  his  infolence  and  difobe- 
dience :  and  he  was  immediately  deferted  by  his 
captains  and  men,  who  being  already  overwhelmed 
with  confirmation,  difperfed  different  ways,  leaving 
him  to  return  to  Tlafcala  in  the  capacity  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  fenator. 

All  that  night,  and  the  next  day,  the  Spaniards 
expedted  an  attack ;  but,  on  the  fecond  morning, 
the  advanced  fentinels  difcovered  a  number  of 

loaded 
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loaded  Indians,  coming  along  the  road  of  Tlafcala, 
There  were  four  perfons  of  rank,  adorned  with 
white  feathers  in  token  of  peace,  and  followed  by 
thirty  tamenes  loaded  with  provifion.  As  they 
approached,  they  halted  from  time  to  time  as  afraid 
to  advance,  bowing  their  bodies  and  touching  the 
earth  with  their  hands,  which  they  afterwards  ap¬ 
plied  to  their  lips,  as  fignals  of  humility  and  re- 
fpedt 

Donna  Marina,  appearing  upon  the  wall,  afked 
in  their  own  language,  from  whom  and  for  what 
purpofe  they  came  ?  and  when  they  anfwered, 
“  From  the  fenate  and  republic  of  Tlafcala,  to 
<c  treat  of  peace  they  were  permitted  to  enter, 
Cortes  received  them  with  great  gravity  and  ffate, 
and  they  having  repeated  their  proftrations  and 
performed  their  fumigations,  delivered  their  em- 
baiTy,  confifiing  of  apologies  for  what  was  pafl, 
laying  the  blame  of  the  war  upon  the  ferocious 
difpofition  of  the  Otomies  and  Chontales  their  al¬ 
lies  ;  andfuing  for  peace  in  the  name  of  the  fenate 
and  inhabitants  of  Tlafcala,  who  earneftly  requeued 
that  he  would  immediately  march  into  their  city, 
where  they  fhould  be  ferved  and  refpe<5ted  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  fun  and  brothers  of  the  gods.  Hernan, 
with  an  affedfed  feverity  in  his  countenance,  de- 
fired  they  would  tell  the  fenate  from  him,  they 
ought  to  look  upon  their  admiffion  to  his  prefence, 
as  a  mark  of  his  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion,  con- 
fidering  the  methods  they  had  taken  to  incur  his 
difpleafure  :  that  tho’  peace  was  agreeable  to  his 
inclination,  they  had  no  reafon  to  expert  he  fhould 
grant  it  immediately,  until  they  had  fhewn  a  difpo¬ 
fition  todeferve  it:  he  would,  however,  endeavour 
to  appeafe  the  anger  of  his  captains,  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  Tlafcalans  would  do  well  to  facili¬ 
tate  an  accommodation,  by  an  amendment  in  their 
conduct.  Thus,  by  keeping  aloof,  he  inhanced 

the 
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the  value  of  his  friendfhip,  which  otherwife  might 
have  grown  too  cheap  in  the  eyes  of  fuch  a  warlike 
nation. 

The  fame  of  the  Spaniards  increafed  with  their 
victories ;  and  Motezuma,  who,  by  his  caciques 
and  couriers,  had  intelligence  of  every  thing  that 
palled,  was  very  much  alarmed  at  their  fuccefs 
againft  the  Tlafcalans  ;  fearing  that,  fhould  the 
vidlors  and  the  vanquifhed  unite  their  forces,  they 
might  be  able  to  overturn  his  whole  empire.  Yet, 
inflead  of  affembling  an  armv  for  his  own  defence, 
he  made  no  preparations  of  that  kind,  as  if  he  had 
been  with-held  by  fome  fuperror  genius  that  over¬ 
awed  his  fpirit  j  but  had  recourfe  again  to  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  fent  another  prefent  to  Cortes  by  ambafla- 
dors,  who  had  orders  to  divert  him  from  his  in¬ 
tended  journey,  to  keep  an  eye  over  his  actions, 
and,  if  poftible,  to  hinder  him  from  coming  to  an 
accommodation  with  the  Tlafcalans.  Five  Mexi¬ 
cans  of  the  firft  rank,  being  charged  with  this 
prefent  and  ambafTy,  arrived  in  the  Spanifh  quarters 
immediately  after  the  minifters  of  the  republic  had 
departed ;  and  were  moll  gracioullv  received  by 
Cortes,  who  thankfully  accepted  of  the  prefent 
worth  a  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  and  heard  their 
melTage,  which  contained  a  congratulation  on  his 
fuccefs  againft  the  Tlafcalans ;  and  a  requeft  that 
he  would  not  think  of  coming  to  his  court,  for 
reafons  which  hindered  him  from  granting  per* 
million.  But,  Hernan  would  not  difpatch  them 
immediately,  being  defirous  that  they  fhould  with 
their  own  eyes  fee  the  Tlafcalans  humbled  ;  nor 
did  they  with  to  depart  until  they  fhould  be  able  to 
accomplifh  the  real  aim  of  their  embafly. 

The  republic,  in  the  mean  time,  ordered  the 
neighbouring  villages  to  furnifh  provifions  gratis 
for  the  Spanifh  army,  which  now  enjoyed  plenty  of 
every  thing,  and  in  two  days  Cortes  was  vifited 
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by  Xicotencal  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  fifty  noble¬ 
men  of  his  party  and  parentage,  who  attended  him 
with  the  enfigns  of  peace,  to  execute  their  com- 
million  in  the  name  of  the  fenate.  He  was  above 
the  middle  feature,  well  made,  and  rather  mufcular 
than  corpulent ;  and  tho*  his  features  were  not 
agreeable,  his  afpe£t  commanded  regard :  he  was 
habited  in  a  white  mantle,  adorned  with  fome  jew¬ 
els  ;  he  appeared  with  the  free  air  of  a  foldier  before 
Cortes,  took  his  feat,  and  having  told  who  he  was, 
began  his  fpeech,  by  owning  frankly  that  he  was 
the  caufe  of  the  war,  believing  the  Spaniards  were 
the  favourites  of  Motezuma,  whom  he  abhorred  ; 
but  now  he  was  come  to  put  himfelf  into  the  hands 
of  his  conqueror,  hoping  by  this  fubrrtiiTion  to  ob-» 
tain  pardon  for  his  country,  and  peace  upon  his 
own  terms,  which  he  requeued  once,  twice  and 
thrice,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fe¬ 
nate,  nobles  and  commons  of  Tlafcala.  He  like- 
wife  intreated  him  to  enter  the  city,  where  he 
would  find  quarters  provided  for  his  men  ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  begged  the  inhabitants  might  be 
well  ufed,  and  their  gods  and  wives  protected  from 
militarv  licenfe. 

j 

Cortes,  in  the  hearing  of  the  Mexican  ambafTa- 
dors,  after  having  complained  with  fome  vehe¬ 
mence  of  the  unjuft  war  they  had  carried  on, 
granted  the  peace  they  defired,  and  promifed  that 
no  violence  or  extortion  fhould  be  committed  by 
his  foldiers  ;  adding,  that  when  he  fhould  be  dif- 
pofed  to  enter  their  city,  he  would  give  them  timely 
notice  to  make  the  necefiary  preparations. 

Xicotencal,  interpreting  this  delay  into  a  doubt 
of  his  fincerity,  offered  himfelf  and  his  attendants 
as  hoflages  :  but  Cortes  would  not  accept  of  any 
fecurity,  which  he  faid  was  altogether  unneceflary 
to  an  army,  which  had  already  maintained  itfelf  in 
the  midfl  of  declared  enemies;  and  promifing  to 

march 
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march  as  foon  as  he  could  make  the  proper  difpoh« 
tions,  he  broke  up  the  conference,  giving  his  hand 
to  Xicotencal  at  parting,  and  telling  him,  that  he 
would  return  the  vifit  after  he  fhould  have  difpatch- 
ed  the  ambaffadors  of  Motezuma.  The  Mexicans 
made  a  jeft  of  this  peace,  and  pretended  to  wonder 
that  fo  wife  a  man  as  the  Spanifh  general  fhould 
be  deceived  by  the  Tlafcalans,  a  barbarous  people, 
who  fupported  themfelves  more  by  deceit  than  by 
valour,  and  fought  to  lull  him  into  a  carelefs  fe- 
curity,  that  they  might  deflroy  him  and  his  foldiers 
with  the  greater  eafe.  But,  when  they  faw  him 
fixed  in  his  refolution  to  grant  a  peace,  which  he 
faid  was  the  chief  aim  and  intention  of  his  arms, 
they  began  to  be  very  penfive,  and,  after  a  fit  of 
mufing,  requeued  that  he  would  delay  his  march  to 
Tlafcala  for  fix  days,  within  which  period  two  of 
their  number  fhould  go  and  inform  their  prince  of 
this  tranfadfion,  while  the  refi:  would  flay  there  to 
expedt  his  refolution.  To  this  requeft,  Hernan 
Cortes  confented  ;  for,  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
break  with  Motezuma,  who,  in  confequence  of  this 
Intimation,  might  lay  afide  his  unwillingnefs  to  be 
feen. 

Within  the  limited  time,  the  ambafladors  re¬ 
turned,  with  fix  gentlemen  of  the  royal  family, 
and  a  fplendid  retinue,  bearing  another  prefent  of 
greater  value  than  the  former,  and  a  mefTage  to 
this  import  :  That  Motezuma  defired  to  be  a 
friend  and  confederate  of  the  great  prince  whom 
the  Spaniards  obeyed,  and  would  pay  him  a  yearly 
tribute,  with  the  provifo  that  they  fhould  enter 
into  no  league  with  the  Tlafcalans,  and  lay  afide 
their  defign  of  coming  to  Mexico,  as  his  people 
were  determined  to  fuller  no  ftrangers  to  approach 
his  prefence. 

Cortes  pofiponed  his  anfwer  till  after  they 
fhould  have  repofed  themfelves,  becaufe  he  defired 

that 
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that  they  fhould  be  witnefs  of  the  peace  with  Tlaf¬ 
cala,  and  thought  it  of  importance  to  detain  them  as 
long  as  he  could,  that  Motezuma  might  have  the  Iefs 
time  to  prepare  far  hoftilities.  Thefe  ambaffies 
alarmed  the  Tlafcalans  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the 
government  came  to  a  refolution  to  vifit  the  Spanifh 
quarters  in  the  form  of  a  fenate,  in  order  to  con¬ 
vince  Cortes  of  their  fmcerity,  and  break  off  his 
negotiation  with  the  Mexicans.  Accordingly  the 
fenators  were  carried  upon  the  fhoulders  of  inferior 
officers,  and  arrived  in  folemn  proceffion,  with  a 
numerous  attendance,  at  the  quarters  of  the  gene¬ 
ral,  who  received  them  with  his  accuflomed  ffate 
and  civility,  and  after  they  'were  feated,  he  was 
harangued  by  the  father  of  Xicotencal,  an  old 
blind  man,  of  a  very  venerable  appearance ;  who 
gave  him  to  underhand,  that  the  fenate  of  Tlafcala 
were  come  to  make  their  fubmiffion,  fue  for  peace 
on  his  own  terms,  and  diffuade  him  from  engaging 
in  any  league  with  Motezuma,  whom  they  re  pre¬ 
fen  ted  as  a  tyrant,  and  foe  to  humanity  and  juftice: 
he  likewife  earneflly  intreated  him  to  honour  their 
city  with  his  prefence,  and  was  f©  preffing  in  re¬ 
peating  this  requeft,  that  Cortes  affured  them,  he 
Would  march  to  Tlafcala  as  foon  as  the  people  of 
the  neighbouring  villages  could  be  affembled,  to 
conduct  his  artillery  and  baggage.  In  confequence 
of  this  declaration,  he  next  morning  found  five 
hundred  tamenes  at  his  quarters,  and  having  made 
the  proper  difpofitions,  forthwith  began  his  march, 
in  that  excellent  order  which  his  little  army  always 
preferved.  The  fields  were  filled  with  innumerable 
multitudes  of  people,  who  came  forth  to  behold 
the  fight,  and  behaved  with  fuch  gefticulation  and 
outcries,  as  the  Spaniards  miftook  for  the  clamour 
and  threatnings  of  war,  until  they  were  undeceived 
by  Donna  Marina,  who  told  them,  this  was  the 
manner  in  which  the  Indians  expreffed  their  joy  on 

feftivals* 
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feftivals.  At  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
town,  the  Chriftians  were  received  by  the  fenators 
and  nobles,  who,  having  made  their  reverences 
without  halting,  turned  about  and  marched  before, 
in  token  of  the  moft  -  profound  regard.  At  their 
entrance,  the  city  refounded  with  fliouts,  acclama¬ 
tions,  and  the  difagreeable  mufick  of  their  pipes, 
drums  and  horns ;  and  fo  great  was  the  concourfe 
of  people,  that  the  magiftrates  could  hardly  keep 
the  paffage  free  :  fome  women  threw  flowers  on 
the  Spaniards,  while  others,  more  bold,  put  nofe- 
gays  into  their  hands ;  the  priefts,  clad  in  their  long 
facrificing  garments,  came  with  their  coppercenfers, 
fumigating  the  ftrangers  as  they  paffed  :  and  the 
countenances  of  all  the  fpeCtators  formed  a  groupe 
exprefiive  of  joy,  admiration  and  awe.  The  quar¬ 
ters  were  provided  in  a  large  edifice,  which  had 
three  or  four  fpacious  courts  with  detached  cham¬ 
bers,  where  the  whole  army  was  conveniently 
lodged,  and  where  the  ambafladors  of  Motezuma 
were  fecure  under  the  protection  of  Cortes,  who 
made  his  entrance  into  Tlafcala  on  the  23d  day'  of 
September,  1519,  having  concluded  a  peace  with 
the  republic,  of  fuch  duration  and  confequence, 
that  to  this  day  the  inhabitants  of  that  province 
enjoy  feveral  privileges  and  exemptions,  as  a  reward 
of  their  friendfliip  and  fidelity  to  the  firfr  conque¬ 
rors  of  Mexico. 
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CHAP,  XIV. 

dn  account  of  the  city  of  Tlafcala ;  Diego  de  Ordaz 
explores  the  volcano  of  P op ocat epee ;  another  em- 
iajfy  from  Mexico  \  '  Cortes  marches  to  Cholula  5 
where  a  fcheme  is  laid  for  his  dejlruftion ;  but  de- 
feated  by  the  fidelity  and  diferetion  of  Donna  Ma¬ 
rina, 

TL  A  S  C  A  L  A  was  a  populous  city  founded 
upon  four  eminences,  and  formed  into  as 
many  diftindt  wards,  governed  by  four  hereditary 
caciques,  who,  neverthelefs,  depended  entirely  up¬ 
on  the  fenate  :  all  the  houfes  were  of  one  {lory, 
built  of  hone  or  brick,  with  flat  roofs  and  gal¬ 
leries,  and  the  flreets  were  narrow  and  crooked,  ac~ 
cording  to  the  fleepnefs  and  ruggednefs  of  the 
mountain ;  for,  the  fituation  and  architecture  were 
calculated  more  for  defence  than  convenience* 
The  whole  province  was  about  fifty  leagues  in 
circumference,  ten  in  length,  and  four  in  breadth, 
a  broken  mountainous  country,  tho’  fertile  and 
well  cultivated,  furrounded  on  all  Tides  with  pro¬ 
vinces  depending  on  Motezuma,  except  on  the 
north,  where  it  was  hemmed  in  by  the  Cordilleras,  a 
ridge  of  mountains,  through  which  they  had  com¬ 
munication  with  the  Otomies,  Totonaques,  and 
other  barbarous  tribes.  Their  towns  were  nume¬ 
rous,  their  people  warlike  and  fuperflitious,  and 
their  ground  produced  fuch  plenty  of  maiz  or  In¬ 
dian  wheat,  that  the  province  acquired  the  name  of 
Tlafcala,  which  fignifies  the  land  of  bread.  They 
had  great  variety  of  delicious  fruit,  game  of  all  forts, 
and  abundance  of  cochineal,  the  ufe  of  which  they 
learned  from  the  Spaniards.  Thefe  advantages, 
however,  were  counterbalanced  by  certain  incon¬ 
veniences,  to  which  they  were  fubjedh  The 
Vol.  U  N  neigh- 
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neighbourhood  of  the  mountains  was  the  occafion 
of  horrible  hurricanes  and  inundations,  which 
fometimes  deflroyed  their  whole  harveft,  by  fud- 
denly  fwelling  the  river  Zahual,  the  water  of  which 
was  faid  to  be  fo  malignant,  that  thofe  who  ufed 
it  either  for  drink  or  bathing  were  certainly  in- 
fedled  with  the  itch  :  befides,  their  abundance  was 
curfed  with  the  want  of  fait,  which  though  they 
could  have  purchafed  in  exchange  for  wheat  in  the 
dominions  of  Motezuma,  they  chofe  rather  to  eat 
their  food  without  feafoning,  than  maintain  a  com¬ 
merce  with  their  enemies. 

i 

Cortes,  confidering  the  chara&er  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived,  adfed  with  the  utmoft  vigi¬ 
lance  and  circumfpediion  ;  the  guards  were  conti¬ 
nued  in  his  quarters  ;  he  never  'went  abroad  with¬ 
out  a  number  of  attendants  well  armed,  and  the 
foldiers  never  appeared  but  in  companies,  and  al¬ 
ways  carried  their  fire-arms  on  their  fhoulders. 
The  Indians  were  mortified  at  thefe  marks  of 
caution,  which  indicated  difiruft,  and  Magifcatzin, 
by  order  of  the  fenate,  complained  to  Cortes  of 
his  diffidence,  obferving  that  his  foldiers,  who  paf~ 
fed  through  the  city  with  lightening  on  their  fhoul¬ 
ders,  gave  more  offence  by  that  mark  of  fufpicion, 
than  they  could  do  by  committing  real  violences. 
Cortes  allured  him,  that  he  was  perfectly  convin¬ 
ced  of  the  fincerity  and  good  will  of  the  republic ; 
but  that  thofe  circumffances  which  gave  umbrage, 
were  no  other  than  the  effedls  of  difcipline,  by 
which  the  Spanifh  foldiers  had  been  rendered  invin¬ 
cible.  This  reply  fatisfied  the  fenior  and  the  fenate, 
and  the  Spaniards  had  every  day  frefh  proofs  of  the 
friendfhip  and  fidelity  of  their  new  allies:  they 
were  entertained  with  plenty  of  provifion,  and  pre- 
fents  were  poured  in  upon  them  from  all  quarters. 
Cortes  ordered  his  principal  apartment  to  be  con¬ 
verted  into  a  chapel,  where  mafs  was  regularly  ce¬ 
lebrated 
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lebrated,  in  prefence  of  the  chief  Indians.  Magif- 
catzin  expreffed  an  inclination  to  know  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  the  ceremonies  of 
which  he  already  admired  ;  and  being  inftrudfed 
by  father  Bartolome  de  Oimedo,  he  approved  of 
the  worfhip,  tho’  he  could  by  no  means  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  abandon  his  own  gods :  obferving 
that  the  deity  of  the  Chriftians  might  be  very  pow¬ 
erful,  but  that  thofe  of  the  Indians  were  likewife 
mighty  enough  to  protedl  their  votaries.  Hernans 
whofe  zeal  fometimes  got  the  better  of  his  difcre- 
t’on,  propofed  to  deflroy  all  their  idols  without  de¬ 
lay  :  but  his  fervour  was  moderated  by  the  wifdom  of 
de  Oimedo,  who  told  him,  that  he  was  not  without 
fcruples  concerning  the  violence  offered  to  the  Zem- 
poallans ;  that  perfecution  and  the  gofpel  did  ill  agree, 
and  that  the  converfion  of  thefe  infidels  required  time 
and  gentle  ufage.  In  the  mean  time,  he  prevailed 
with  theTlafcalans  to  defift  from  facrifices  of  human 
blood,  which  were  fo  fhockingly  oppofite  to  the 
laws  of  nature;  and  immediately  they  fet  at  liberty 
thofe  miferable  victims  who  were  fed  in  cages  for 
the  purpofes  of  their  inhuman  worfhip.  The 
peace  being  eftablifhed,  and  the  fenate  of  Tlafcala 
having  fworn  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Spain,  Cor¬ 
tes  difmifTed  the  Mexican  ambaffadors,  defiring 
they  would’  inform  Motezuma  of  what  had  paffed 
in  their  prefence  ;  of  the  follicitations  and  fidelity 
of  the  Tlafcalans,  with  whom  he  had  now  fuch 
influence,  that  he  hoped  in  time  to  reduce  them  to 
the  obedience  of  the  Mexican  emperor;  and  of 
his  refolution  to  continue  his  journey,  that  he 
might  confer  with  their  fovereign  on  that  fubjedf, 
as  well  as  on  others  of  greater  importance.  While 
Cortes  remained  at  Tlafcala,  receiving  homage,  in 
the  name  of  Don  Carlos,  from  the  different  towns 
and  confederates  of  the  republic^  there  was  a  fur- 

N  2  prizing 
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prizing  eruption  of  fire  and  fmoke  from  the  volcano 
of  Popocatepec,  a  very  high  mountain  at  the  di- 
fiance  of  eight  leagues  from  the  city  ;  and  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  difcharge  overwhelmed  the  people  with 
forrow  and  confirmation :  for,  they  looked  upon 
it  as  a  prefage  of  future  ills,  fuppofing  the  fparks 
of  fire  to  be  the  fouls  of  tyrants  that  came  abroad 
to  chaftize  the  earth,  and  that  the  gods  being  angry, 
employed  them  as  the  inftruments  of  their  ven¬ 
geance.  Magifcatzin  and  fome  of  the  chief  noble¬ 
men  were  employed  in  rehearfing  thefe  idle  fan¬ 
cies  to  Cortes,  when  Diego  de  Ordaz  came  to  alk 
leave  to  afcend  the  mountain,  and  examine  this  great 
fecret  of  nature.  The  Indians  were  aftonifhed  at 
the  propofal,  and  endeavoured  to  difiua’de  him  from 
fuch  a  dangerous  enterprize;  obferving  that  the 
feoldeft  of  their  nation  had  never  ventured  to  go 
above  fome  hermitages  of  their  gods,  about  the 
middle  of  the  eminence,  and  that  the  dreadful 
roarings  and  tremblings’  forbad  all  approach  to  the 
top  of  the  mountain.  This  account  increafed  the 
eagernefs  of  Diego  de  Ordaz,  and  Cortes  com¬ 
plied  with  his  requeft,  that  the  Tlafcalans  might  _ 
have  a  frefh  proof  of  the  fuperior  courage  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  Ordaz,  accompanied  by  two  foldiers  and 
fome  principal  Indians,  who  offered  to  attend  him 
as  far  as  the  hermitages,  fet  out  on  this  expedition, 
and  found  the  bottom  of  the  mountain  beautified 
on  all  Tides  with  green  trees,  which,  for  a  confi- 
derable  way  upwards,  cover  the  hill ;  then,  the 
earth  grows  barren  by  degrees,  the  fnow  lying  all 
the  year  in  thofe  places  to  which  the  fun  and  fire 
have  no  accefs,  and  the  other  parts  whitened  with 
the  athes  difcharged  from  the  volcano.  The  In¬ 
dians  flopped  at  the  hermitages,  to  which  they 
never  expetfed  to  fee  the  Spaniards  return  ;  and 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  his  two  foldiers,  proceeded, 
climbing  ccurageoufly  among  the  rocks,  until  they 

7  reached 
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reached  a  place  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  the  top, 
when  they  felt  the  earth  move  violently  under  them, 
and  heard  the  tremendous  roaring  of  the  burning 
mouth,  which  in  a  little  time,  with  redoubled  noife, 
difcharged  a  vaft  quantity  of  fire  wrapped  up  in 
fmoke,  that,  darting  upwards  to  a  great  height,  fell 
down  upon  the  three  Spaniards,  in  fhowers  of 
afhes,  fo  thick  and  hot,  that-  they  were  obliged  to 
feek  for  fhelter  in  a  hollow  of  the  rock,  where  they 
were  almoft  {lifted.  But  Diego  de  Ordaz,  per¬ 
ceiving  the  earthquake  was  paid,  encouraged  his 
companions  by  his  example  to  profecute  thejr  dis¬ 
covery,  until  reaching  the  very  mouth  of  the  vol¬ 
cano,  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  circumference, 
he  obferved  at  the  bottom  a  very  great  mafs  of 
fire,  which  feemed  to  boil  like  fome  Saining  me¬ 
tal  in  fufion.  With  this  account  he  returned  fafe, 
to  the  aflonifhment  of  the  Indians,  whofe  elleem 
for  the  Spaniards  was  inCreafed  by  this  adventure  ; 
and  tho’  it  was  at  firft  confidered  as  a  rafh  curiofity 
in  Ordaz,  it  afterwards  proved  of  Hgnal  fervic^ 
In  the  cour'fe  of  the  expedition  :  for,  Cortes,  from 
this  difcovery*  found  a  great  quantity  of  fulphur 
in  the  mountain,  of  which  he  made  gun-powder, 
when  it  was  very  much  wanted  by  the  army ;  and 
the  emperor  ennobled  this  adion,  by  giving  Or¬ 
daz  the  burning  mountain  for  his  arms. 

Cortes  having  fpent  twenty  days  at  Tlafcala,  du¬ 
ring  which,  he  waQ  entertained  with  feftivals,  dan¬ 
ces  and  feats  of  agility,  fixed  the  day  for  his  de¬ 
parture,  and  feemed  i  dined  to  take  the  road  of 
Cholula  :  but  his  choice  was  oppofed  by  the  T  laf- 
calans,  who  reinforced  the  arguments  formerly  ufed 
by  the  Zempoallans,  with  faying  that  Cholula  was  a 
facred  place,  containing  four  hundred  temples,  and 
fuch  malignant  gods  that  they  terrified  the  world 
with  prodigies ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  dange¬ 
rous  to  enter  their  territories,  without  fome  afiurance 

N  3  of 
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of  their  being  propitious.  Before  any  refutation 
was  taken  on  this  head,  new  ambafTadors  arrived 
from  Motezuma,  with  another  prefent,  and  per¬ 
ms  iffion  to  the  Spaniards  to  proceed  by  the  way  of 
Cholula,  where  he  had  provided  quarters  for  the  ar¬ 
my.  The  Tlafcalans  no  fooner  heard  of  this  pro- 
pofal,  than  they  concluded  there  was  treachery  in 
the  cafe  ;  and  Magifcatzin,  who  had  a  very  warm 
affection  for  Cortes,  repeated  his  remonftrances  with 
fuch  demonftrations  of  concern,  that  Cortes  called 
a  council  in  his  prefence,  where,  after  mature  de¬ 
liberation,  it  was  agreed  that  they  could  not  pofTibly 
avoid  the  road  propofed  by  Motezuma,  without  dif- 
covering  their  fufpicion  of  his  flncerity  :  that,  whe¬ 
ther  this  was  well  or  ill  founded,  it  would  be  im¬ 
proper  to  difclofe  it,  and  no  lefs  dangerous  to  leave 
traitors  behind  them ;  fo  that  it  was  neceflary  for 
them  to  go  to  Cholula,  to  difcover  the  intentions  of 
tie  Mexican  emperor,  and  add  new  reputation  to 
their  arms,  by  chaftizing  the  perfidy  of  his  fubjeTs. 
Magifcatzin,  tho’  be  fubmitted  to  the  fuperior  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Spaniards,  begged  leave  to  alienable  the 
troops  of  the  republic,  that  they  might  be  ready  to 
alii  ft  their  friends:  and  Hernan  confented  with  re¬ 
luctance  to  this  propofal,  which  argued  fuch  con¬ 
cern  and  affedfion. 

The  Tlafcalans  were  not  miftaken  in  their  opini¬ 
on  of  Motezuma.  That  prince,  terrified  at  theviflo- 
ries  of  the  Spaniards,  and  alhamed  to  employ  his  ar¬ 
mies  againft  fuch  an  handful  of  people,  refolved  to 
deftroy  them  by  fraud,  and  chofe  Cholula  as  the  fcene 
of  his  artifice.  Yet  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  feem 
to  have  been  novices  in  diftimulation  :  for,  they  ne- 
gledfed  to  fend  deputies  to  Cortes,  who  complained 
to  the  Mexican  ambalfadors  of  this  mark  of  difre- 
fpe<ft;  and  When  they  were  apprifed  of  his  dilplea- 
fure,  they  fen t  four  perfons  of  no  confideration,  in 
fuch  mean  equipage,  that  the  Spanifh  general  refu- 

fed 
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fed  to  admit  them  into  his  prefence.  The  day  of 
his  departure  being  come,  he  arofe  early  in  the  morn' 
ing  to  draw  up  his  own  men  and  the  Zempoallan 
auxiliaries,  and  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  End  the 
whole  force  of  the  republic,  and  her  allies,  already 
in  the  field,  to  an  incredible  number ;  the  feveral 
commands  being  diftinguiihed  by  the  colour  of 
their  feathers,  and  the  difference  of  their  enfigns, 
reprefenting  eagles,  lions,  and  other  fierce  animals. 
Their  chiefs  coming  to  Cortes,  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  they  were  raifed  by  the  republic,  to  ferve 
under  his  command,  and  follow  his  banners  as  far 
as  Mexico:  and  tho’  he  acknowledged  their  care  and 
affeffion  with  the  warmeft  exprefiions  of  gratitude* 
he  was  at  pains  to  convince  them  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  march  with  fuch  an  army,  when  his  er¬ 
rand  was  peace ;  and,  after  he  had  chofen  feme  com¬ 
panies  to  follow  him,  the  reft  were  peffuaded  to  re¬ 
main  at  7  lafcala,  ready  to  march  to  his  affiflance 
upon  any  emergency.  With'  fix  thou  fond  of  the 
republic’s  troops,  joined  to  his  own  army,  Cortes 
began  his  march  towards  Cholula,  diftant  about 
five  leagues  from  Tlafcala,  and  that  fame  evening 
halted  near  a  pleafant  river,  within  three  miles  of 
the  town,  which  he  did  not  chufe  to  enter  by  night. 
Here  he  was  vifited  by  other  deputies  from  the  city, 
of  eminent  rank  and  honourable  appearance,  who 
brought  a  prefent  of  provifions,  and  delivered  their 
embaiTy,  the  purport  of  which  was,  to  excufe  their 
caciques,  who  had  omitted  waiting  upon  him  at 
Tlafcala,  becaufe  he  was  then  in  the  midft  of  their 
enemies,  and  to  welcome  him  and  his  people  to 
their  city,  which  was  rejoiced  at  an  opportunity  of 
(hewing  its  refpedt  to  fuch  honourable  guefts.  I  Jer- 
nan  received  them  gracioufly,  and  admitted  their 
excufe,  tho’  he  was  far  from  being  convinced  of 
their  fincerity  ;  and,  next  day,  he  continued  his 
march  towards  the  city  with  great  vigilance,  be- 
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caufe  the  inhabitants  feemed  fo  flow  in  coming  out 
to  receive  him.  However,  as  he  approached  the 
town,  the  caciques  and  priefls  appeared,  with  a 
numerous  attendance  of  unarmed  people,  and  met 
him  with  ftich  feeming  reverence  and  joy,  as  might 
have  impofed  upon  the  moft  difcerning  eye  :  but, 
when  they  perceived  the  body  of  Tlafcalans  that 
marched  in  the  rear,  their  countenances  changed, 
and  a  difagreeable  murmur  arofe  among  their  chiefs, 
the  caufe  of  which  Donna  Marina  being  ordered  to 
demand,  was  anfwered,  that  the  Tlafcalans  being 
their  enemies  could  not  enter  the  city  in  arms; 
they  therefore  earnefily  entreated  that  Cortes  would 
order  them  to  return,  that  their  prefence  might  be 
no  impediment  to  the  peace.  He  was  a  little  dif- 
concerted  at  this  demand,  which,  however,  was  fo 
reafonable  in  itfelf,  that  he  defired  the  Tlafcalans 
to  take  their  quarters  without  the  city,  until  he 
fhould  be  able  to  penetrate  into  the  defigns  of  the 
Cholulans ;  and  they,  without  hefitation,  agreed  to 
make  their  barracks  without  the  walls,  in  a  place 
where  they  fhould  be  at  hand  to  fuccour  their  friends 
in  cafe  of  neceflity ;  fo  that  the  people  of  Chofula 
were  entirely  fatisfied  with  this  difpofition.  The 
entry  of  the  Spaniards  into  Cholula  was  like  that  of 
Tlafcala,  They  palled  through  an  innumerable 
croud  of  people,  who  rent  the  air  with  acclama¬ 
tions  :  the  women  brewed  and  prefented  nofegays, 
the  caciques  and  priefls  welcomed  them  with  reve¬ 
rences  and  perfumes,  while  a  variety  of  inftruments 
increafed  the  noife,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  de¬ 
note  an  universal  joy,  which  the  Spaniards,  who  en¬ 
tered  full  of  jealoufy,  began  to  think  fmcere. 

The  city,  which  for  its  beauty  was  compared  to 
Valladolid,  flood  in  an  open  and  delightful  plain, 
containing  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants  within  the 
walls,  and  an  equal  number  lived  in  the  fuburbs. 
It  was  greatly  frequented  by  flrangers,  as  a  fancfu- 
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ary  of  the  gods,  and  an  emporium  of  merchandife  : 
the  ftreets  were  fpacious  and  well  planned,  the  build¬ 
ings  greater  and  of  better  architecture  than  thofe  of 
Tlafcala,  adorned  with  fumptuous  towers,  that 
fhewed  the  multitude  of  their  temples :  but  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  more  cunning  than  warlike,  confifi- 
ing  chiefly  of  merchants  and  mechanics. 

The  quarters  provided  for  Cortes,  were  three  or 
four  large  buildings,  contiguous  to  each  other,  large 
enough  to  contain  the  Spaniards  and  Zempoal.lans : 
and  as  for  the  Tlafcalans,  they  pitched  upon  a 
place,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  town,  which  they 
fecured  with  fome  works,  forming  guards,  and  pla¬ 
cing  centinels,  in  imitation  of  theirEuropean  friends, 
from  whole  praCtice  they  had  by  this  time  improved 
in  military  affairs. 

During  the  firfl:  three  or  four  days,  there  was  no* 
thing  but  the  appearance  of  friendfhip  and  tranquil¬ 
lity;  but  then,  proviflons  grew  gradually  fcarce, 
and  the  entertainments  and  attendance  of  the  ca¬ 
ciques  ceafed  all  at  once.  Motezuma’s  ambafTa- 
dors  held  private  conferences  with  the  priefts,  and 
the  people  could  not  help  exprefling  a  kind  of  fcorn 
and  diftafte  in  their  countenances,  Thefe  fufpi- 
cious  circumftances  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  Cortes  was  actually  employed  in 
contriving  fome  means  to  be  informed  of  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  Cholulans,  when  the  whole  defign  was 
difeovered  by  accident.  Donna  Marina  had  con¬ 
tracted  a  friendfhip  for  an  old  Indian  woman  of  note, 
who  returned  her  affectiun  with  intereft;  this  lady 
coming  one  morning  to  her  apartment,  begged,  with 
marks  of  great  earneftnefs  and  affliction,  that  fhe 
would  immediately  forfake  thofe  abominable  (Iran- 
gers,  and  repair  to  her  houfe,  where  fl is  fhould  find 
entertainment  and  protection.  Donna  Marina  per¬ 
ceiving  there  wTas  fomething  extraordinary  in  this 
requeft,  difiembled  her  inclination,  bemoaned  her 

N  5  captivity. 


274  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO: 

captivity,  accepted  her  kind  offer,  and  adled  her 
part  with  fuch  dexterity,  that  the  Indian  lady,  believ¬ 
ing  her  fincere,  told  her  plainly,  that  there  was  no 
time  to  be  loft,  for  the  Spaniards  were  devoted  to 
deftrudlion  ;  that  Motezuma  had  provided  twenty 
thoufand  Mexicans,  who  were  at  a  fmali  diftance, 
ready  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  the  defign  ;  of  thefe,  fix 
thoufand  chofen  men  had  already  entered  the  city,  in 
fmali  parties;  that  abundance  of  arms  was  diftri- 
buted  among  the  inhabitants,  who  had  carried  up 
„  great  quantities  of  ftones  to  the  tops  of  their  houfes, 
and  cut  deep  trenches  acrofs  the  ftreets,  in  which 
lharp  ftakes  were  fixed,  and  flightly  covered  with 
earth,  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  horfes  ;  that  Mote¬ 
zuma  had  refolved  to  make  an  end  of  all  the  Chri- 
ftians ;  but  had  given  orders  that  fome  of  them 
fhould  be  taken  alive,  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity,  and 
zeal  for  religion  ;  and,  that  he  had  prefented  the 
city  of  Cholula  with  a  golden  drum,  curioufly  hol¬ 
lowed,  to  excite  their  courage  and  induftry  on  this 
occafion.  Donna  Marina  having  gained  this  intel¬ 
ligence,  faid,  fhe  was  ready  to  attend  her  kind  de¬ 
liverer;  and,  on  pretence  of  going  to  fetch  her  jew¬ 
els,  went  immediately  and  related  the  whole  confpi- 
lacy  to  Cortes,  who  ordered  the  Indian  woman  to 
be  feized,  and,  by  dint  of  threats,  extorted  from  her 
a  confeflion  of  all  the  particulars.  He  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  warned  by  fome  Tlafcalan  foldiers,  who 
came  in  the  difguife  of  peafants,  and  defired  he 
would  be  upon  his  guard  ;  for,  from  their  quar¬ 
ters,  they  had  feen  the  Cholulans  carrying  their 
women  and  effedls  to  the  nei°;hbourino;  villages. 
He  likewife  underflood,  that  they  had  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  celebrated  a  facrifice  of  ten  children,  male  and 
female,  a  ceremony  never  performed,  except  when 
they  were  on  the  eve  of  fome  military  adlion.  Their 
defign  was  alfo  confirmed  by  the  report  of  two  or 
shreeZempoallans,  wl  o,  in  (trolling  about  the  ftreets. 
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had  by  accident  difcovefed  the  trenches,  and  fome 
works  made  to  guide  the  horfes  to  unfufpeefed  pre¬ 
cipices. 

Hernan  Cortes,  in  order  to  juflify  his  conclude, 
by  the  teftimony  of  fome  unexceptionable  witnefTes 
of  their  own  nation,  fent  for  three  of  the  chief 
priefts,  who  were  of  great  authority  with  the  ca¬ 
ciques  and  the  people,  and,  difcourfing  with  them 
feparately,  complained  of  their  treafon,  the  circum- 
ftances  of  which  he  explained,  without  dsfclofing 
the  authors  of  his  information  :  fo  that  they,  believ¬ 
ing  him  a  deity  who  penetrated  into  the  thoughts  of 
rnen,  acknowledged  the  truth  of  what  he  aliedged, 
and  laid  the  blame  upon  Motezuma,  as  the  author 
of  the  whole  contrivance.  Thefe  priefts  being  fe- 
cretly-  imprifoned,  and  Motezuma’ s  ambaffadors  ex¬ 
cluded  from  all  communication  with  the  people,. 
Cortes  afTembled  his  captains,  and,  having  made 
them  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  confpiracy, 
propofed  a  fcheme  for  punifhing  the  perfidy  of  the 
Cholulans,  to.  which  they  unanimoufTy  gave  their 
alien  t.  In  confequence  cf  this  plan,  he  Signified  to 
the  magiftrates  that  he  fhould  depart  next  day,  de¬ 
manded  provifions  for  his  march,  Indians  of  bur¬ 
then  for  his  baggage,  and  a  reinforcement  of  two 
thoufand  armed  men  to  join  the  Tlafcalans  and  Zem- 
poallans  for  his  fervice.  Thefe  laid  he  demanded 
with  a  view  of  difuniting  their  forces  ;  and  they 
chearfully  granted  his  requeft,  in  order  to  introduce 
among  his  troops  concealed  enemies,  whom  they 
could  ufe  as  occafion  fhould  offer.  Orders- were 
given  to  the  Tlafcalans  to  draw  near  the  city  at 
the  dawn  of  day,  and,  at  the  firft  discharge  of  the 
fire  arms,  to  enter  the  town  and  join  the  Spaniards, 
who,  with  the  ZempoalJans,  were  made  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  nature  of  the  fervice  in  which  they 
would  be  employed.  At  night,  the  quarters  were 
fecured  with  guards  and  centinels  for  the  occafion  y 
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and  Cortes,  fending  for  Motezuma’s  ambaffador^ 
told  them  as  a  fecret,  which  he  imparted  through 
intimacy  and  friendfhip,  that  he  had  difcovered  a 
confpiracy,  formed  againft  him  by  the  caciques  and 
citizens  of  Cholula,  whom  he  was  refolved  to  pu- 
nifh  for  their  perfidious  breach  of  hofpitality,  the 
more  becaufe  the  principal  confpirators  had  not  on¬ 
ly  confefled  their  crime,  but  even  fought  to  excufe 
it,  by  faying  they  had  received  orders  and  afHftance 
from  Motezuma,  to  deftroy  the  Spaniards  in  that 
infamous  manner:  he  therefore  took  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  communicating  his  refutations  t6  them,  that 
they  might  be  apprifed  of  his  reafons,  and  aflured^ 
that  he  was  not  fo  much  provoked  by  their  trea¬ 
cherous  intention  towards  him,  as  by  their  prefump- 
tion  in  authorizing  their  crime  with  the  name  of 
the  emperor. 

The  ambafTadors,  tho’  overwhelmed  with  terror 
and  confufion,  protefted  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
confpiracy,  and  endeavoured  to  fave  the  credit  of 
their  prince;  and  Cortes,  whole  interefl  it  was  to 
feem  ignorant  of  Motezuma’s  intention,  rejoiced  in 
having  this  opportunity  of  raifing  the  reputation  of 
his  arms,  in  defeating  . the  arts  of  the  Mexican  prince, 
the  weaknefs  of  whofe  refolution  plainly  appeared 
in  thefe  efforts  of  deceit. 

Early  in  the  morning  came  the  tamenes,  with 
feme  provifions,  thoJ  in  fmall  quantity;  and  after¬ 
wards,  the  armed  Indians,  exceeding  the  number 
that  Cortes  had  demanded:  thefe  he  diffributed  into 
the  feveral  courts  of  his  quarters,  feparating  them 
on  pretence  of  forming  his  battalions  in  his  ufual 
manner.  They  being  fecured,  he  put  his  men  in 
order,  and  mounting  his  horfe,  fummoned  the  ca¬ 
ciques  to  appear  :  when  they  were  affembled,  he  told 
them,  with  a  loud  and  terrible  voice,  (his  words  be¬ 
ing  interpreted  by  Donna  Marina)  that  their  con¬ 
fpiracy  being  difcovered,  he  would  now  inflift  the 
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punifhment,  by  the  rigour  of  which,  they  fhould 
learn  to  their  coll,  how  much  it  concerned  them  to 
maintain  the  peace  which  they  had  fo  treacheroufly 
confpired  to  infringe.  Scarce  had  he  begun  to 
fpeak,  when  they  retired  with  great  expedition  to 
join  their  own  forces,  infulting  him  with  threats  and 
abufe,  which  they  uttered  as  they  fled .  He  then 
commanded  his  infantry  to  fall  upon  their  foldiers, 
whom  he  kept  divided  in  the  fquares,  all  of  whom 
were  foon  deftroyed,  except  a  few,  who  flung  them- 
felves  from  the  walls  and  efcaped.  This  {laugh¬ 
ter  being  finifhed,  he  gave  the  fignal  for  the  Tlafea- 
lans  to  move;  and  the  army  advanced  {lowly  into 
the  principal  ftreet,  after  he  had  left  a  neceffary 
guard  in  the  quarters,  and  detached  forne  Zempo- 
allans  to  difcover  the  trenches,  that  the  horfe  might 
avoid  the  danger.  Mean  while  the  Cholulans  call¬ 
ed  in  the  Mexicans,  and  joined  in  a  great  fquare 
diftinguiihed  by  three  temples,  polled  a  number  of 
people  on  the  tops  of  the  towers  and  in  the  porches, 
while  the  reft  were  divided  into  feveral  bodies  to  en¬ 
gage  the  Spaniards  :  but,  juft  as  the  troops  of  Cor¬ 
tes  entered  the  fquare,  and  the  charge  was  given, 
the  Tlafcalans  clofing  with  the  enemy’s  rear,  they 
were  put  into  fuch  dread  and  difordcr,  that  they 
could  not  fly,  and  knew  not  how  to  defend  them- 
felves,  fo  that  they  fell  in  heaps  without  refiftance. 
The  fteps  and  terraces  of  the  temples  were  covered 
with  multitudes  of  armed  men  ;  and  the  Mexicans, 
who  undertook  the  defence  of  thofe  places,  found 
themfelves  fo  incumbered  that  they  could  hardly 
turn,  and  had  fcarce  room  to  ihoot  their  arrows, 
Cortes,  advancing  to  the  largeft  temple,  command¬ 
ed  his  interpreters  to  proclaim  free  paffage  and  par¬ 
don  to  all  fuch  as  would  voluntarily  come  down  and 
furrender ;  and  this  proffer,  tho’  twice  repeated, 
being  rejedfed  by  all  but  one  Indian,  he  ordered  the 
artillery  to  batter,  and  the  towers  to  be  fet  on  fire  ; 
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fo  that  great  numbers  perifhed  in  the  ruins  and  con¬ 
flagration.  The  other  temples  being  destroyed  in 
the  fame  manner,  the  Spaniards  marched  through 
the  whole  city,  and  above  fix  thoufand  natives  and 
Mexicans  were  flain.  The  Tlafcalans  were  very 
diforderly  in  pillaging  the  town,  and  in  particular 
fell  upon  the  magazines  of  fait,  fome  loads  of  which 
they  immediately  fent  to  their  own  city,  remember¬ 
ing  the  neceflities  of  their  country  even  in  the  midft 
of  fuch  confufion.  Cortes,  having  affigned  quarters 
to  them  within  the  city,  retired  to  his  own  lodgings, 
where  ordering  the  principal  people  of  the  town, 
whom  they  had  taken  prifoners,  together  with  the- 
priefts  and  Indian  woman  whom  he  kept  confined, 
to  be  brought  into  his  prefence,  he  exprefled  his 
concern  at  being  obliged  to  inflidf  fo  fevere  a  pu- 
nifhment,  allured  them  he  had  laid  afide  his  difplea- 
fare,  publifhed  a  general  pardon,  and  bejged  the 
caciques  would  endeavour  to  re-people  the  city,  by 
calling  back  the  fugitives,  and  encouraging  thofe 
who  were  concealed  to  come  forth.  The  Indians 
could  fcarce  believe  themfelves  at  liberty,  tho’  they 
kifled  the  earth  in  token  of  acknowledgment  and 
fubmiflion.  The  ambafladors  congratulated  Cortes 
on  the  fuccefs  of  the  day,  and  their  compliments 
were  gracioufly  received  by  the  general,  who  wife¬ 
ly  temporized  in  this  manner,  rather  than  run  the 
rifque  of  Motezuma’s  open  refentment :  and  the  ci¬ 
tizens,  encouraged  by  the  lenity  of  the  Spaniards, 
returned  to  their  houfes,  and  opened  their  (hops,  fo 
that  the  tumult  immediately  fubfided  into  obedience 
and  tranquillity. 

On  the  day  after  the  a&ion,  Xicotencal  arrived 
with  twenty  thoufand  men,  which  the  republic  had 
fent  to  the  aftiftance  of  the  Spaniards,  who  always 
found  that  nation  friendly  and  faithful ;  but  Cortes, 
having  entertained  them  with  the  warm  eft  acknow¬ 
ledgments,  told  their  general,  that  as  he  intended 

very 
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very  foon  to  begin  his  march  to  Mexico,  it  would 
be  improper  to  provoke  Motezuma,  by  bringing  in¬ 
to  his  dominion  fuch  a  number  of  his  declared  ene¬ 
mies  :  and  Xicotencal,  owning  that  his  remonftrance 
was  juft,  promifed  to  retire,  and  keep  the  troops  in 
readinefs  for  his  fervice  when  occafion  fhould  re¬ 
quire.  But,  before  they  returned,  Cortes  mediated 
a  peace  between  the  republic  and  Cholula,  by  which 
wife  conduct  he  opened  a  way  for  the  Tlafcalans  to 
fupply  him  with  fuccours,  and  removed  all  impedi¬ 
ment  to  his  retreat,  in  cafe  the  fuccefs  fhould  not 
anfwer  his  expectation. 

The  day  fixed  for  his  departure  from  Cholula 
now  drawing  near,  fome  of  the  Zempoallans  de- 
fired  leave  to  return  to  their  own  home;  and  Cor¬ 
tes  granting  their  requeft  without  hefitation,  and 
having  thanked  them  for  their  good  fervices,  took 
this  opportunity  of  fending  fome  prefents  to  their 
cacique,  to  whofe  care  he  recommended  the  Spani¬ 
ards  who  were  left  in  his  diftridf ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  he  wrote  to  Juan  de  Efcalante  a  fhort  account 
of  his  fuccefs,  defiring  him  to  ftrengthen  Vera  Cruz 
with  additional  fortifications,  not  fo  much  from 
fear  of  the  Indians,  as  of  Diego  Velafquez,  to  whofe 
reftlefs  ambition  he  was  no  ftranger.  About  this 
time  new  ambaftadors  arrived  from  Motezuma,  who 
being  informed  of  what  had  pafied  at  Cholula,  and, 
defirous  of  avoiding  all  fufpicion  of  having  had  any 
concern  in  the  affair,  took  this  method  of  thanking 
Cortes  for  chaftizing  thofe  traitors,  who  had  adfed 
a  part  fo  unworthy  of  the  fubjedls  of  fuch  a  prince  : 
and  this  mefiage  was  accompanied  with  a  prefent  of 
great  value  ;  his  defign  being  to  lead  the  Spaniards 
into  a  blind  fecurity,  fo  as  that  they  might  fall  in¬ 
to  another  ambufh  which  he  had  prepared  for  them 
in  their  rout. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Cortes  discovers  and  baffles  a  treacherous  defign  of  the 
Mexicans  \  Motezuma  is  difpir’ted  by  his  oracles  y 
the  Spaniards  proceed  to  the  farts  of  the  great  lake ; 
the  general  is  vifited  by  the  king  of  Tezeuco ,  and  ar~ 
rives  at  that  city  ;  from  thence  he  marches  to  Izta - 
palapa . 

AFTER  a  rtay  of  fourteen  days  at  Cholula, 
Cortes  proceeded  on  his  inarch,  and  the  firfE 
night  quartered  in  a  village  in  the  jurifdidlion  of 
Guajozingo,  to  which  the  chiefs  of  that  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  neighbouring  towns  repaired  with 
prefents  and  provisions;  and  among  thefe  people 
Cortes  found  the  fame  complaints  of  Motezuma,  as 
in  the  more  remote  provinces:  nor  was  he  forry  to 
fee  thefe  humours  extend  fo  near  the  heart  of  the 
empire,  well  knowing  that  a  prince  cannot  he  very 
formidable,  who,  by  lofing  the  love  of  his  fubjecls, 
is  diverted  of  the  fureft  defence  of  a  fovereign.  Next 
day,  he  profecuted  his  march  over  a  very  craggy 
mountain  adjoining  to  the  volcano  ;  proceeding  with 
great  caution,  in  confequence  of  the  advice  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  one  of  the  caciques  of  Guajozingo, 
who  told  him,  that  the  Mexicans  had  placed  a  great 
ambufeade  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain ;  that 
they  had  rtopped  up  the  high  road  leading  down  to 
the  province  of  Chaleo,  and  opened  another  ending 
in  natural  precipices,  that  the  Spanifh  army,  being 
intangled  in  difficulties,  might  be  fuddenly  charged 
when  their  horfes  could  be  of  no  fervice,  and  the 
foot  have  no  room  to  form.  Although  Cortes  was 
highly  incenfed  at  the  treachery  of  the  Mexicans, 
he  ftifleJ  his  refentment;  and,  when  he  reached  the- 
top  of  the  mountain,  perceiving  the  two  roads  by 
the  defeription  he  had  received,  he,  with  great 

compofure* 
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compofure,  turned  to  the  Mexican  ambafTadors, 
and  alked  the  meaning  of  that  appearance  :  for,  one 
was  blocked  up  with  trees  and  Hones,  and  the  other 
newly  made.  They  anfwered,  that  the  new  road 
was  levelled  for  his  convenience,  and  the  other 
if  opt  up,  becaufe  naturally  more  deep  and  difficult. 

You  are  but  little  acquainted  with  the  genius  of 
44  my  nation  ;  (replied  Hernan  very  calmly)  they 
44  will  march  in  this  road  you  have  broke,  for  no 
44  other  reafon  than  its  difficulty  :  for,  of  two  things, 
44  the  Spaniards  always  chufe  that  which  is  lead 
44  eafyd5  So  faying,  he  defired  his  Indian  friends 
to  march  before  him,  and  clear  the  way,  by  remov¬ 
ing  the  obftacles  to  his  paflage  :  and  his  command 
was  inftantly  executed,  to  the  amazement  of  the  am- 
bafiadors,  who  never  dreamed  that  he  fufpedled  their 
defign.  But,  the  Indians  in  ambufcade,  perceiving 
the  Spaniards  marching  in  the  royal  road,  conclu- 
ded  they  were  difcbvered,  and  began  to  retire  in 
diforder  and  confternation;  fo  that  Cortes  defcended 
into  the  plain  without  oppofition,  and  palled  the 
night  in  forne  homes,  built  for  the  entertainment  of 
Mexican  merchants,  who  frequented  the  fairs  of 
Cholula. 

*• 

Motezuma,  in  the  mean  time,  difpirited  by  thefe 
difappointments,  loft  his  courage,  and  grew  daily 
more  and  more  devout :  he  frequented  the  temples, 
redoubled  the  facrifices  of  human  blood ;  and,  at 
length,  alfembling  his  magicians  and  forcerers,  com¬ 
manded  them,  upon  pain  of  death  and  torture,  to 
take  the  field,  and  either  overcome  or  flupify  the 
Spaniards  by  the  force  of  enchantment.  In  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  command,  feveral  companies  of  necro¬ 
mancers  fet  out  for  the  road  of  Chaleo,  where  hav¬ 
ing  performed  their  conjurations  without  fuccefs, 
they  returned  and  told  Motezuma,  that  the  god 
Telcatlepuca,  from  whom  proceeded  plagues,  fa¬ 
mine,  and  other  chaftifements  of  heaven,  had  ap¬ 
peared 
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peared  to  them,  in  a  garment  girt  with  a  rope  of 
wicker,  and,  with  a  frowning  afpedf,  declared  that 
the  ruin  of  Motezuma  was  decreed,  and  the  defo- 
lation  of  the  empire  at  hand.  The  king  was  fo  afto- 
nifhed  at  this  dreadful  report,  that  he  flood  fpeech- 
lefs  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time;  then,  fum- 
moning  all  his  fortitude  to  his  aid,  and  laying  afide 
his  native  fiercenefs,  “  If  our  gods  forfake  us,  (faid 

he)  let  the  Grangers  come,  and  the~  heavens  fall 
6(  upon  our  heads  :  to  turn  our  backs  upon  misfor- 

tune,  would  be  difiionourable.”  After  a  little 
paufe,  he  added,  “  I  lament  the  old  men,  women, 
6i  and  children,  who  cannot  defend  themfelves 
and  with  thefe  words  a  flood  of  tears  ran  down  his 
cheeks. 

From  this  moment  he  began  to  make  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  entertainment  and  entry  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards;  and  the  whole  difcourfe  of  Mexico  turned 
upon  their  great  affions,  the  prodigies  by  which 
their  coming  had  been  foretold,  the  marks  they  bore 
of  thofe  oriental  men  who  were  defcribed  in  their 
prophecies,  and  the  defpondency  of  their  own  gods, 
who  now  feemed  to  abandon  their  dominion  to  a  dei¬ 
ty  of  fuperior  power.  Thefe  topics  of  converfation 
produced  a  prepofieffion,  that  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  to  enable  an  handful  of  men  to  penetrate  to 
the  very  court  of  fuch  a  potent  and  abfolute  prince, 
whofe  fubjedfs  revered  him  even  to  adoration. 

From  the  houfes  where  Cortes  quartered  his  troops 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain,  he  advanced  the 
following  day  to  a  {mail  village  in  the  jurifdidtion 
of  Chaleo,  about  two  leagues  from  the  former  en¬ 
campment,  and  there  he  was  vifited  by  the  princi¬ 
pal  cacique  of  the  province,  and  others  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  who  brought  prefents  and  provifions ; 
and,  when  unobferved  by  the  Mexican  ambafiadors, 
complained  to  Hernan,  as  to  a  fuperior  being,  of 
the  tyranny  of  Motezuma,  They  fet  forth  the 

grievous 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.  283 

grievous  load  of  taxes  they  bore ;  and  added,  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  that,  not  contented  with  their  ef¬ 
fects,  he  took  their  women  as  a  tribute  to  his  lull, 
and  that  of  his  minifters ;  fo  that  the  daughter  found 
no  fecurity  in  the  mother’s  arms,  nor  was  the  wife 
protected  in  the  bed  of  her  hufband,  Cortes  heard 
them  with  compaffion,  and  comforted  them  with 
hope  of  relief;  and  next  day,  purftied  his  march  for 
four  leagues,  through  a  plcafant  country,  adorned 
with  beautiful  groves  and  gardens,  until  he  arrived 
at  a  village  in  Amemeca,  built  on  a  creek  of  the 
great  lake,  where  he  chofe  his  lodging  for  the  night. 
Hither  reforted  the  Mexicans,  with  their  arms  and 
military  ornaments,  to  fuch  a  number  as  awakened 
the  fufpicion  of  Cortes,  who,  in  order  to  keep  them 
at  a  proper  diftance,  commanded  forne  fire  arms  and 
pieces  of  artillery  to  be  fired  in  the  air,  the  report 
of  which,  attended  with  flame  and  fmoke,  obliged 
them  to  retire  with  precipitation. 

In  the  morning,  the  general  was  vifited  by  prince 
Cacumatzin,  nephew  to  Motezuma,  and  lord  of 
Tezeuco,  a  young  man  of  an  agreeable  prefence, 
who  was  carried  on  the  fhoulders  of  fome  Indians 
of  his  own  family,  in  a  chair  adorned  with  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  plumage  very  curioufiy  diverfified.  So  foon 
as  he  alighted,  his  fervants  went  before,  to  fweep 
the  ground,  and  pufh  back  the  people  on  each  fide  : 
and  Cortes  going  to  the  door  of  his  apartment,  re¬ 
ceived  him  with  a  profound  reverence,  which  the 
prince  returned  by  touching  the  earth,  and  after¬ 
wards  his  lips  with  his  right  hand  ;  then  taking  his 
place  with  an  eafy  air,  he  welcomed  him  and  all  his 
captains;  informed  him  of  the  amicable  difpofition 
of  Motezuma  ;  and  mentioned  the  difficulties  that 
oppofed  his  coming  to  Mexico,  proceeding  from 
that  year’s  barrennefs,  by  which  the  people  were 
very  much  diftrefied  ;  fo  that  ftrangers  muft  be  but 
ill  accommodated  where  the  natives  wanted  necefia- 

ry 
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ry  fubfiftence.  To  this  declaration  Cortes  anfwer- 
ed,  that  the  king,  his  mailer,  having  Tome  reafons 
of  high  import,  for  offering  his  friendfhip  to  Mo- 
tezuma,  and  communicating  feveral  affairs  which, 
effentially  regarded  his  perfon  and  dignity,  he,  his 
fervant,  did  with  great  refpedf  accept  the  liberty  he 
had  received  to  deliver  his  embaffy;  without  being 
in  pain  for  the  prefent  fcarcity;  as  the  Spaniards  re¬ 
quired  but  little  nourifhment,  and  were  inured  to 
furfer,  and  even  defpife  thofe  inconveniences  which 
diflreffed  men  of  an  inferior  fpecies.  Cacumatzin 
made  no  other  attempt  to  divert  the  refolution  of 
Cortes,  from  whom  he  received  fome  jewels  of  glafs, 
with  abundance  of  joy  and  acknowledgment,  and 
accompanied  the  army  as  far  as  T ezeuco,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  his  dominion,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Mexico,  with  an  account  of  his  embaffy. 

Tezeuco  was  one  of  the  greateft  cities  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  and  even  vied  in  grandeur  with  Mexico  itfelf.. 
The  principal  front  was  extended  on  the  border  of 
a  fpacious  lake,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican 
caufey,  by  which  the  general  purfued  his  march 
without  halting,  intending  to  advance  three  leagues 
farther  to  Iztacpalapa,  from  whence  he  could  next 
day  enter  Mexico,  in  good  time.  In  this  part,  the 
breadth  of  the  caufey  amounted  to  twenty  feet,  com- 
pofed  of  ftone  and  lime,  with  fome  works  on  the 
furface  ;  and  mid^way  upon  it  was  another  town, 
of  about  two  thoufand  houfes,  called  Quitlavaca, 
founded  in  the  water,  whence  it  afterwards  acquired 
the  name  of  Venuzucla  or  Little  Venice.  Here  the 
cacique,  with  a  grand  retinue,  came  out  to  receive 
Cortes,  whom  he  defired  to  honour  his  city  that 
night  with  his  pre'ence,  and  prefled  the  invitation, 
with  fuch  cordiality,  that  Hernan  thought  proper  to 
comply  with  his  entreaties;  efpecially  as  his  flay 
mig  t  enable  him  to  make  obfervations  :  for,  hav¬ 
ing  now  a  nearer  view  of  the  danger,  he  fufpedted 
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tliat  the  Mexicans  would  break  the  caufey,  or  take 
away  the  bridges  to  cbdrudt  his  march.  From  this 
place  might  be  feen  the  greateft  part  of  the  lake, 
beautified  with  towns  and  caufeys,  towers  and  pin¬ 
nacles,  trees  and  gardens,  that  feemed  to  fwim  up¬ 
on  the  water ;  befides,  a  multitude  of  Indians  ap¬ 
proaching  in  their  canoes  to  behold  the  Spaniards  5 
.and  hill  a  greater  number  on  the  battlements  of  the 
houfes,  forming  a  profpedf  extremely  noble,  and  a 
novelty  furprifmg  beyond  imagination. 

The  army  was  well  accommodated  in  thefe  quar¬ 
ters,  where  the  people  entertained  them  with  a 
chearful  afpe£t  and  polite  demeanor,  that  fpoke  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  court:  yet  the  cacique  could 
not  help  exprefiing  by  hints  his  hatred  to  Motezu- 
ma,  and  the  defire  he  had  to  be  freed  from  the  in¬ 
tolerable  yoke  of  his  dominion. 

Next  morning,  a  little  after  break  of  day,  the 
Spaniards  formed  themfelves  upon  the  caufey,  which 
in  that  part  was  wide  enough  to  allow  eight  horfes 
to  march  in  front;  and  the  army,  confiding  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  and  fix  thoufand  In¬ 
dian  allies,  continued  their  march  to  Iztacpalapa,  a 
place  confiding  of  ten  thoufand  houfes,  two  and 
three  dories  high,  part  of  which  were  built  upon 
_the  lake,  but  chiefly  on  the  fhore,  in  a  mod  delight¬ 
ful  and  commodious  fituation.  Before  the  Spani¬ 
ards  reached  this  city,  the  lord  of  it,  accompanied 
by  the  princes  of  Magifcatzingo  and  Cuyoacan, 
towns  bordering  upon  the  lake,  came  forth  to  meet 
Cortes,  with  three  feparate  prefents  of  fruits,  fowls, 
and  other  provifions,  with  fome  pieces  of  gold  ;  and, 
when  they  entered  the  city,  they  were  welcomed 
with  loud  acclamations  Their  lodging  was  prepa¬ 
red  in  the  prince’s  own  palace,  which  was  large 
and  well  built,  with  didindt  apartments  both  above 
and  below,  among  which  were  many  chambers  with 
flat  roofs  of  cedar,  and  furnUhed  with  cotton  hang¬ 
ings 


286  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

ings  curioufly  painted.  Here  were  many  fountains 
of  excellent  water,  conveyed  by  aquedudts  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  and  among  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  large  well  cultivated  gardens,  was  one  far 
more  fpacious  and  beautiful  than  the  reft,  fet  apart 
for  the  diverfion  of  the  cacique.  It  abounded  with 
fruit-trees,  difpofed  into  large  walks;  and  there  was 
a  parterre  with  divifions  made  of  canes,  interwoven 
and  covered  with  odoriferous  herbs  ;  befides  feveral 
well  cultivated  fquares,  adorned  with  variety  of 
flowers.  In  the  middle  of  the  garden  was  a  quadran¬ 
gular  pond  of  frefh  water,  encompafled  with  a  wall, 
having  flairs  on  all  fides  to  the  bottom,  fo  large  that 
each  fide  extended  four  hundred  paces ;  and  in  this 
refervoir  were  kept  the  mod  delicate  fifh,  while  it 
ferved  as  a  retreat  to  feveral  forts  of  water-fowl. 


End  of  the  First  Voluml 


